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TxrropucriON. | Remarks on the penal laws. 
The remarkable trial of an innocent perſon, and his wonderful acquittal, 


The unfortunate Coleman's caſe, who was charged on circumſtantial evidence only, 
convicted and executed for a robbery and murder, which he was not guilty of. 


The remarkable execution of an innocent perſon, who was tried, condemned, executed 


and hung in chains, upon the circumſtantial evidence of a perſon being miſſing : his 


reviving eſcape from the gibbet, and from thence to America, where he met with the 
identical perion for whoſe ſuppoſed murder he had ſuffered. 


The. extraordinary caſes of two women, who were tried and convicted on circumſtantial 
evidence, for the murder of their baſtard children; with the wonderful circumſtances 
that attended their executions, 


The author's election to the office of Mayor, in the year 1755 — His motives and in- 
ducements for accepting thereof at that period—The particulars of the entertainment- 
given, with a liſt of the Noblemen, Gentlemen and Ladies, who honoured him with 
their company on that occaſion—Copies of letters he received from them A lift of 
the corporation and ſtate of Coventry at that period. fl 


Proceedings of the author in the years 1755 and 1756, (being the firſt year of his taking 
upon him the office of a Magiſtrate) for the more ſpeedy and effectually manning of 
his Majeſty's fleet, and for the carrying into execution an act for the ſpeedy and ef- 
fectual levy of able-bodied mien to ſerve his Majeſty as ſoldiers; and the ſucceſſes 
attending thoſe proceedings, by which the regiment of Lambton was compleated, and 
a conſiderable number of ſeamen diſcovered and returned by him, for the uſe of his 
Majeſty's fleet, in the mot critical ſituation of affairs; with the letters the author re- 
ceived from his Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council, Secretary of State, &c. 
With the thanks of his late Majeſty, particularly directed to be given him, for thoſe 
and other ſervices done his country. | 


His proceedings in the ſame year, in the ſuppreſſing of riots and tumults in the county 


of Warwick, and the city and county of Coventry; wherein is ſhewn how far lenitive 
meaſures, when judiciouſly directed, will prevail, when the rigorous execution of the 
penal Jaws has failed : And for which the author received the public thanks of the 
Nobility and Gentlemen of the county of Warwick, which was delivered to him by 
the late Right Hon. William Lord Craven, then a member for the ſaid county ; and 
likewiſe from a meeting of reſpectable Gentlemen and Merchants in London, and the 
— of other cities, &c. which were inſerted in the public papers, by their 
orders. 
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In the ſame year 1756, his proceedings in the apprehending and purſuing a notorious 
gang of Coiners, in the counties of Warwick and Stafford, ninc of whom were com- 
mitted to Coventry gaol, part of whom were tried and executed, and others removed 
to Lancaſter. The lite and adventures of Thomas Lightolcr, the chict of the gang, 
the greateſt mechanical genius of his time; his extraordinary acquittal at Lancaſter ; 
His after proceedings in Yorkſhire, and eſcape to Germany, leaving his accomplices 
in that county, who were executed at York. Page 61 and 62, | 


A comparative view of the ancient and preſent laws. Page 63. 


The Coventry act, the occaſion of it, with the caie of Mr. Coke, barriſter at law, who 
was tried aiu executed ufo that act. Page 66. 


Stealing aud maimin , cattle. Page 68. 

Caſes and abſtracts from the laws ung murder, manſlaughter, &c. Page 71. 

The cruel and inbuman mur, = ,uhn Ofborn, and his wife, at Tring, in Hertfordſhire, 
under a pretence of W at. Page 79. | 


AbAradis from the | <ial laws, | Page 81. 


His proceedings in the year 1758, againſt that notorious gang of highwaymen- and 
houſebie.;kers, Rew, townlend, and their accomplices, tor burglaries and robberies, 
in the ccumies of Warwick, Leiceſter, and city and county of Coventry, Page 
93 to 112. 


The aut!:io:'s ſervices and ſucceſs in the year 1738, being his ſecond Mayoralty, when 
he was az (o! cited by ls Majeſty's Secretary of State, for his aſſiſtance in railing 
additional co es for General Stewart's regiment. Page 115. 


The author's plan for preventing the partial and unequal quartering the officers ard fol- 
diers. Page 116. | | D 


After which follows his proceedings in the years 1760, —63, —64, —65, and — 66. 


The diſcovery, purſuit, apprehending, proceedings and trial of that numerous and dange- 
rous gang, calle, The Coventry Gang ;—in which the author was engaged, and with 
unremitting pains & ployed, in the years 1763, 1764, and 1765; twenty-lix of whom 
he pprehended, and cauſed to be apprehended. This gang was the remains cf that 

ancient gang, called, the Faws, alias Falls; but from this time called the Coventry 
gang, from their being diſcovered and apprehended by the author at Coventry, Moſt 
of them had been reſident in the county of Northumberland, from whence 8 an 
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been tranſported, and returned. The public thanks of that county was given to. 
him, at the defire of the Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, by Sir Thomas Clavering, 
their foreman, for the ſervice he had done the country, in having brought ro juſtice 10 
many of this dangerous gang of villains, and particularly that dangerous offender Cap- 
tain Fall. The author having made two journeys to different aſſizes at Newcaſtle, 
as he had likewiſe done to Leiceſter, as well as attending their trials at Coventry.— 
in this account is included the author's apprehending the noted Dick Swift, with his 
travels, &c. in America, &c. Page 117. nets 


A copy of the offenders belonging to this gang, advertiſed by the author, and an extra 
reward offered by him. Page 174. 


His letter to Lord Man:field. Page 187. 


Another advertiſement of others of the gang, and a number returned from tranſporta- 
tion, Page 187. 


A liſt of tranſports he obtained at a conſiderable expence, from all the different gaols in 
the kingdom, from the year 1748 to 1761, Page 221. 


His proceedings in the year 1765, againſt a number of dangerous offenders, particular- 
ly of the murverers of Thomas Edwards, of Stoneleigh, in the county of Warwick, 
three of whom were convicted for that murder, and hung in chaias on Stoneleigh 
common, upon the road to Warwick. Page 229. 


Letters to the author from the Earl of Halifax, the late Lord Leigh, &c. on that 
occaſion. : 


His proceedings and ſucceſs in the apprehending, &c. a gang of highwaymen and noto- 
rious offenders, who had eſcaped from London; removing part of them to London; 
with their crials at the Old Bailey, upon which the author attended, in the year 
1766, Page 243. I 


In the ſame year, his proceedings in the purſuing, cauſing to be apprehended, and 
convicting William Wayner, James Bromwich, and their accomplices, highwaymen 
and houle-breakers, &c. Their trials at Nottingham, Coventry, and Warwick, and 
the author's attendance thereupon. Page 293. 


The author's account and proceedings in that year, with the hiſtory of the Counteſs of 
Normandy, alias Mullineux, alias Irving, Baroneſs Wilmington; the greateſt im- 
poſtreſs of that time, and who had been travelling through the principal counties of 
the kingdom, and had impoſed upon the principal Noblemen and Gentlemen's fami- 
lies without ſuſpicion, until ſhe was diſcovered and found out by the author: With 
an account of her laſt act of fraud and felony, for which ſhe was tranſported, Page 


309. 
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His proceedings in divers burglaries and robheries committed in the city of Coventry, 
and counties of Warwick and Stafford, in the years 1762, —63, —67, —68, &c. 
to be found at the end of the vol. page 322. | 


The author's purſuit of the coal-heavers, who had eſcaped from London, (at the requeſt 


of Lord Weymouth, and Sir John Fielding) his ſecuring them at Coventry, and 
lending them to London. Lord Barrington's letter on the ſame Buſineſs, in the year 


1768. Page 352 to 354. 1 


The author's purſuit, at the requeſt of the Secretary of State, and Sir John Fielding, 
of the Spital- fields cutters, who had eſcaped from London in the year 1769: The 
ſucceſs that attended the pains he took: Their being taken in the counties of War— 
wick and Stafford, brought to Coventry, and there committed by the author, who af— 
terwards cauſed them to be removed to London, where they were all tried and convict- 


ed, in the year 1769. , | 

In the ſeveral years are included the applications the author received from the Lords of 
the Privy Council, Secretaries of States of Office, from the Juſtices, Clerks of the 
Peace of every county throughout the kingdom; with their thanks for the ſervices ef- 
tected by the author's unremitting pains, as a Magiſtrate :— With more than twenty 
years correſpondence and conſultations with the late Sir John Fielding. 


Narrative of the proceedings of the author, and the diſcovery of the perſons who commit- 
ted the robbery at the toll-gate, near Bindley- bridge, and murdered the gare-keeper, 
Charles Pinchbeck: The apprehending them, and their numerous gang, who were 

convicted and brought to juſtice, by the author's unremitting pains, though at the 
time he was confined by a painful diſorder for upwards of ſix months, in conſequence 
of the great fatigue he underwent ;— as well as in the purſuing another gang of noto- 

* rious villains, houle-breakers, &c. who were brought to juſtice by him. 


— — LET —— —— 


To the Reaper, and the Public in general. 


HERE is not a more arduous and laborious taſk in life, than that of an active Magiſtrate, and 

an office of the laſt importance to the police of every country. It is a moſt difficult task, which 
requires not only knowledge of the laws, but ſpirit and reſolution to execute them; and likewiſe 
firmneſs and courage in ſupport of the dignity and authority thereof: and at the ſame time, pruden- 
tial contempt of the calumnies and prejudices every uſeful Magiſtrate will moſt certain!y have to 
combat with, as well as thoſe from unkindnelis and injuſtice. In this publication I have given clear 
provts, that none can with greater truth and experience more feelingly expreſs their ſentiments than 
myſelf, by publiſhing to the world the ungrateful, ungenerous, and unjuſtifiable returns I and my 
family have received —— My firſt motives and inducement to publiſh the following narratives, &c. 
I have in repeater] advertiſements given the public. Other reaſons have determined me to a ſpeedy 
publication; that of giving to the country in general the moſt indiſputable proots of my unremitting 


pains to ſerve them; and that my public ſervices, fo reſpectably recommended, were not provincial, 


but general public ſervices, and of univerſal utility to the Kingdom at large; and gratefully to ac- 
knowledge the wiſhes of thoſe who meant with {ſincerity to ſerve me. And ſecondly, trom flat- 
tering myſelt with the hopes and hearty withes that, by removing the general neglect of, and inat- 
tention to the laws of this country, the moſt ſalutary uſes may be derived therefrom to public foci- 
ety: And by adding to my Journal of Proceedings, a few comments on the ſtatutes that may oc- 
c:lionally occur, point out thoſe penal laws offenders are liable to, and which may guard the un- 
wary, by being acquainted with the conſequences that muſt attend every offence; and to inform 
ers the remedy and relief the laws of this country will afford them that may have occaſion 
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If theſe my endeavours are crowned with the wiſhed-for fact. 
it will gratify che Author's higheſt ambition, who 1s, 


The Reader's, and Public's, 
moſt obedient, 


humble Servant, 


J. H. ALDERMAN. 
CovenTRY, April 30, 1779. 
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Remarks on the Penal Laws, 
And PROCEEDINGS thereupon. 


'E H E deſign and end of all puniſhment is terror; thereby to re- 
ſtrain others from the like offences. Neither anger, nor hatred 

of the criminal, nor that Juſt indignation which is natural to every 
good man, ſhould guide or influence him in the execution of the 
laws of his country; but a judicious regard to the common intereſt _ 
and ſafety of the community in general. Frequent ſpeRacles, or ob- 
jects of public juſtice, tend to leſſen the tender feelings of nature, 
and have a tendency to render the minds and hearts of mankind 
more cruel and hardened. The Author wiſhes ſome other mode 
might be adopted. In the eſtimation of crimes, let regard be had 
to the miſchiets that may ariſe therefrom; and, in many caſes, it 
may be conſiſtent with the public intereſt to reward and pardon the 
greateſt offenders; but an expedient that ſhould not be made uſe of 
except upon the moſt urgent neceſſity, and when all other methods 
have failed. Where evidence is only circumſtantial, the cooleſt de- 
B liberation 


( v1 ) 


liberation ought to take place, before ever a verdict is given in; as 
it is better ninety and nine guilty ſhould eſcape, than one inno- 
cent perſon ſhould loſe his lite, from thoſe laws that he hath a zighit 


to look for protection from: Therefore it highly behoves every 


magiſtrate to act with the greateſt attention and aſſiduity in in the re- 
ceiving and taking of evidence. That great lawyer, Sir M. Hale', 
{ſentiments were, never to conviel a man for ſtealing goods the pro- 
perty of perſons unknown, merely becauſe he will give no account 


how he came by them, unleſs an actual felony be proved of ſuch 
goods; and never to convict any perſon of murder, or manſlaughter, 


until at leaſt the body be found dead. The reaſons given by that 
learned judge were, on account of two inſtances where perſons were 
executed lor the murder of others, who were then alive, but miſſing: 

And it 1s very lately I read an authentic account of a perſon that 
died a ſhort time before that period, who was condemned, executed, 


and hung in chains, for a ſuppoſed murder; revived, was taken from 


the gibbet by his friends, and went to the plantations for fear of under- 
going a ſecond execution; where he accidentally met with the very 
man for whoſe death he had ſuffered; and they both returned in the 
ſame vellel to their native country. The execution of the poor 11- 


nocent Coleman, of later date, I have always had in remembrance: 


At the ſame time the humane judge lamented the many eſcapes and 
acquittals of the greateſt ollenders, from exceptions in indictments, 
even murderers, and the greateſt oflenders for burglaries, and other 
heinous offences : His words are, Such remain unpuniſhed by 
theſe unſeemly niceties, to the reproach of the law, to the ſhame of 


the government, to the encouragement of villainy, and to the diſ- 
honour of God.” Theſe were the ſentiments of that humane and 


worthy judge. 1 have ſimilar caſes I ſhall ſpeak of in the courſe 


of my proceedings; by which the greateſt villains have been ac- 


quitted, and difcharged, to the ruin of many others, who have 
been ſeduced, and become their accomplices. 
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Remarkable TRIAL of an Innocent PERSON. 


Having, in my Remarks on the Penal Laws, mentioned the O- 
pinion of the great Lord Chief Juſtice HALE, with reſpect 
to the convicting Offenders on circumſtantial Evidence, I ſhall 
give my Readers an Abſtract of a moſt remarkable Trial, on 
which an innocent Perſon was near being condemned, upon 
very ſtrong circumſtantial Evidence as ever was, or can be 
produced. It is amongſt the Manuſcripts of Lord Chief Juſ- 
tice DYER, from whom the Father of Mrs. HEWITT was 


lineally deſcended. 


F the reign of Queen Elizabeth, a perſon was arraigned before Sir James 
1 Dyer, Lord Chief Juſtice of the Court of Common Pleas, upon an indict- 


ment for the murder of a man, who dwelt in the ſame pariſh with the priſon- 


er. The firſt witneſs againſt the priſoner depoſed, that on a certain day men- 
tioned by the witneſs, in the morning, as he was going through a cloſe, which 
he particularly deſcribed, at ſome diſtance from the path, he ſaw a perſon ly- 
ing in a condition that denoted him to be either dead or drunk; that he went 
to the party, and found him actually dead, two wounds appearing in his 
breaſt, and his ſhirt and cloaths much ſtained with blood: that the wounds 
appeared to the witneſs to have been given by the puncture of a fork, or ſome 
ſuch inſtrument ; and looking about, he diſcovered a fork lying near the 
corpſe, which he took up, and obſerved it to be marked with the initial let- 
ters of the priſoner's name. The witneſs at the ſame time produced the fork 
in court, which the priſoner owned to be his, but waved aſking the witneſs 
any queſtions. A fecond witneſs depoſed, That, on the morning of the day 
on which the deceaſed was killed, the witneſs had rifen early, with an inten- 
tion to go to a neighbouring market town, which he named :—that as he was 
ſtanding in the entry of his own dwelling-houſe, the ſtreet door being open, 
he (aw the priſoner come by, dreſſed in a fait of ctoaths, the colour and faſhion 

of which the witneſs deſcribed: — that he (the witneſs) was prevented from 
going to market ; and that afterwards the firſt witneſs brought notice to the 
town of the death and wounds of the deceaſed, and of the priſoner's fork be- 
ing found near the corpſe :— that upon this report, the priſoner was appre- 
hended, and carried before a juſtice of the peace, whom he named and pointed 
at, he being then preſent in the court. That he (the witneſs) followed the 


pritoner to the juſtice's houſe, and attended his examination, during which he 
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Remarkable T RIAL of an Innocent PERSON. 


obſerved the change of raiment which the priſoner had made, ſince the time 


when the witneſs had firſt ſeen him in the morning. That at the time of ſuch 
examination, the priſoner was dreſſed in the ſame cloaths which he had on at 
the time of the trial; and that on the witneſs's charging him with having 
changed his cloaths, he gave ſeveral ſhuffling anſwers, and would have denied 
It :— that upon the witneſs mentioning this circumſtance of the change of 


dreſs, the juſtice granted a warrant to ſearch the priſoner's houſe, for the cloaths 


deſcribed by the witneſs as having been put off fince the morning :—that the 


witneſs attended and aſſiſted at the ſearch ; and that, after a nice enquiry for 


.two hours and upwards, the very cloaths which the witneſs had deſcribed 


intended to infer a proof of malice prepenſe; in anſwer to which, the priſon- 


/ 


were diſcovered bloody, concealed in a ſtraw bed. He then produced the 
bloody cloaths in court, which the priſoner owned to be his cloaths, and to 
have been thruſt into the ſtraw bed, with an intention to conceal them, on 


account of their being bloody. The priſoner alſo waved aſking this ſecond 


witneſs any queſtions. A third witneſs depoſed to his having heard the pri- 
ſoner deliver certain menaces againſt the deceaſed, from whence the proſecutor 


er propoſed certain queſtions to the court, leading to a diſcovery of the occa- 


ſion of the menacing expreſſions depoſed to; and from the witneſs's anſwer 


to thoſe queſtions, it appeared, that the deceaſed had firſt menaced the priſon- 
er. The priſoner being called upon to make his defence, he addreſſed the fol- 
lowing narration to the court, as containing all he knew concerning the man- 
ner and circumſtances of the death of the deceaſed, viz. That he rented a cloſe 
in the ſame pariſh with the deceaſed; and that the deceaſed rented another 
cloſe adjoining to it :—that the only way to his own cloſe, was through that 
of the deceaſed ; and that on the day the murder in the indi&ment was ſaid to 


be committed, he roſe early in the morning, in order to go to work in his 


cloſe, with his fork in his hand; and paſſing through the deceaſed's ground, 
he obſerved a man at ſome diſtance from the path, lying down, as if dead or 
drunk; that he thought himſelf bound, by the laws of humanity, to fee what 
condition the perſon was in ; and upon getting up to him, he found him at the 


laſt extremity, with two wounds in his breaſt, from which a great deal of 


blood had iflued :—that in order to relieve. him, he raiſed him up, and with 
great difficulty ſet him in his lap: that he told the deceaſed, he was greatly 
concerned at his unhappy fate; and the more fo, as there ſeemed to be too 
much reaſon to apprehend he had been murdered :—that he intreated the de- 
ceaſed to diſcover, if poſſible, the occaſion of his misfortune ; aſſuring him he 


would uſe his utmoſt endeavours to do juſtice to his ſufferings :;— that the 
deceaſed 
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deceaſed ſeemed to be ſenſible of what he ſaid, and in the midſt of his agonies 
attempted, as he thought,.to ſpeak, to him; but being ſeized with a rattling 
in his throat, after a hard ſtruggle, he gave a dreadful groan, and vomiting a 
great deal of blood, ſome of which fell on his (the priſoner's) cloaths, he ex- 
pired in his,arms :— that the ſhock he felt on account of this accident was 
not to be expreſſed ; and the rather, as it was well known that there had been 
a difference between the deceaſed and himſelf, on which account he might 
poſſibly be ſuſpected of the murder: that he therefore thought it adviſeable 
to leave the deceaſed in the manner he was, and to take no farther notice of 
the matter: that, thro' the confuſion he was in when he left the place, he 
took away the deceaſed's fork, and left his on in the room of it, by the fide 
of the corpſe :—that being obliged to go to work, he thought it beſt to ſhift 
his cloaths; and that they might not be ſeen, he confeſſed he had hid them 
in the place where they were found. That it was true he had denied before 
the juſtice that he had changed his cloaths, being conſcious that this was an 
ugly circumſtance that might be urged againſt him ; and being unwilling to 
be brought into trouble, if he could help it. And concluded his ſtory with 
a ſolemn declaration that he had related nothing but the truth, without add- 
ing to, or diminiſhing one tittle from it, as he ſhould anſwer it to God Almigh- 
ty. Being then called upon to produce his witnefles, the priſoner anſwered, 
with a ſteady compoſed countenance, and reſolution of voice, He had no wit- 
neſs but God, and his own conſcience. 

The Judge then proceeded to deliver his charge, in which he pathetically 
enlarged on the heinouſneſs of the crime, and laid great ſtreſs on the force of 
the evidence, which, although circumſtantial only, he declared he thought to 
be irrefiſtible, and little inferior to the moſt poſitive proof. That the priſoner 
had indeed cooked up a very plauſible ſtory ; but if ſuch, or the like allegati- 
ons, were to be admitted, in a caſe of this kind, no murderer would ever be 
brought to juſtice, ſuch bloody deeds being generally perpetrated in the dark, 
and with the greateſt ſecreſy. That the preſent caſe was exempted, in his o- 
pinion, from all poſſibility of doubt; and that they ought not to heſitate one 
moment about finding the priſoner guilty. The foreman begged of his Lord- 
ſhip, as this was a cale of life and death, that the jury might be at liberty to 
withdraw ; and, upon this motion, an officer was ſworn to keep the jury. 
This trial came on the firſt in the morning, and the Judge having fat till nine 
at night, expecting the return of the jury, at laſt ſent an officer to enquire if 
they were agreed in their verdict; and to ſignify to them that his Lordſhip 
would wait no longer for them. Some of them returned for anſwer, that ele- 

ven 
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ven of their body had been in the ſame mind from the firſt, but that it was 
their misfortune to have a foreman that proved to be a ſingular inſtance of the 
moſt inveterate obſtinacy; who having taken up a different opinion from them, 
was unalterably fixed in it. The meſſenger no ſooner returned, but the com- 
plaining members, alarmed at the thoughts of being kept under confinement 
all the night, and, deſpairing of bringing their diſſenting brother over to their 
own way of thinking, agreed to accede to his opinion ; and having acquainted 
him with their reſolution, they ſent an officer to detain his Lordſhip a few mi- 
nutes, and then went into court, and by their foreman brought i in the priſon- 
er not guilty. His Lordſhip could not help expreſſing the greateſt ſurprize 
and indignation at this unexpected verdict ; and, after giving the jury a ſevere 
| alinobition, he refuſed to record their verdict, and ſent them back again, with 
directions that they ſhould be lock'd up all night, without fire or candle. The 
whole blame was publickly laid on the foreman by the reſt of the members, 
and they ſpent the night in loading him with reflections, and bewailing their 
unhappy fate in being aſſociated with ſo hardened a wretch: but he remained 
quite inflexible, conſtantly declaring he would ſuffer death rather than change 
his opinion. As ſoon as his Lordſhip came into court next morning, he ſent 
again to the jury, on which all the eleven members rejoined in requeſting their 
foreman to go again into court, aſſuring him they would adhere to their for- 
mer verdict, whatever was the conſequence ; and, on being reproached with 
their former inconſtancy, they promiſed never to deſert, or recriminate upon 
their foreman any more. Upon theſe aſſurances, they proceeded into court, 
and again brought in the prifoner not guilty. The Judge, unable to conceal 
his rage, at a verdict which appeared to him in the moſt iniquitous light, re- 
roached them with the ſevereſt cenſures, and diſmiſſed them with this cutting 
reflection, that the blood of the deceaſed lay at their door. The priſoner, on 
his part, fell on his knees, and with up-lifted eyes and hands thanked God for 
his deliverance; and addreſſing himſelf to the Judge, cried out, You fee, m 
Lord, that God and a good conſcience are the beſt of witnefles. Theſe cir- 
cumſtances made a deep impreſſion on the mind of the Judge, and as ſoon as 
he was retired from court, he entered into diſcourſe with the high ſheriff, up- 
on what had paſſed, and particularly examined him as to his knowledge of the 
leader of the jury. The anſwer this Gentleman gave his Lordſhip was, that 
he had been acquainted with him many years; that he had an eſtate of above 
501. per annum, and that he rented a very conſiderable farm beſide: that he 
never knew him charged with an ill action; and that he was univerſally eſteem- 


ed in his neighbourhood. For further information his Lordſhip likewiſe ſent 
| "ar" 
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for the miniſter of the pariſh, who gave the ſame favourable account of his 
pariſhioner, with this addition, that he was a conſtant churchman, and a de- 
vout communicant. Theſe accounts rather increaſed his Lordthip's perplexi- 
ty, from which he could think of no expedient to deliver himſelf, but by hav- 
ing a conference in private with the only perſon who could give him ſatisfac- 
tion. This he delired the ſheriff to procure, who readily offered his ſervice, 
and without delay brought about the deſired interview. 

Upon the juryman's being introduced to the Judge, his Lordſhip and he 
retired into a cloſet, where his Lordſhip opened his reaſons for defiring that 
viſit, making no ſcruple of acknowledging the uneaſineſs he was under, and 
conjuring his viſitor frankly to diſcover his reaſons for acquitting the priſoner. 
The juryman returned for anſwer, that he had ſufficient reaſons to juſtify his 
conduct, and that he was neither afraid nor aſhamed to reveal them; but as he 
had hitherto locked them up in his own breaſt, and was under no compulſion 
to diſcloſe them, he expected his Lordſhip would engage, upon his honour, 
to keep what he was about to unfold as ſecret as he himſelf had done; which 
his Lordihip baving promiſed to do, the juryman then proceeded to give his 
Lordſhip the following account : — That the deceaſed being tytheman of the 
pariſh where he (the juryman) lived, he had, the morning of his deceaſe, been 
in his (the juryman's) grounds, among his corn, and had done him great injuſ- 
tice, by taking more than his due, and acting otherwiſe in a moſt arbitrary 
manner. That when he complained of this treatment, he had not only been 
abuſed with ſcurrilous language, but that the deceaſed had likewiſe ſtruck at 
him ſeveral times with his fork, and had actually wounded him in two places, 
the ſcars of which wounds he then ſhewed his Lordſhip :—That the deceaſed _ 
ſeeming bent on miſchief, and he (the juryman) having no weapon to defend 
himſelf, had no other way to preſerve his own life, but by cloſing in with the 
deceaſed, and wrenching the fork out of his hands; which having affected, 
the deceaſed attempted to recover the fork, and in the ſcuffle had received the 
two wounds, which had occafioned his death: That he was inexpreſſibly con- 
cerned at the accident, and eſpecially when the priſoner was taken up on fuſ- 
picion of the murder: — That the former aſſizes being but juſt over, he was 
unwilling to ſurrender himſelf, and to confeſs the matter, becauſe his farm and 
affairs would have been ruined by his lying in a gaol ſo long :— That he was 
ſure to have been quitted on his trial, for that he had conſulted the ableſt law- 
yers upon the caſe, who had all agreed, that as the deceaſed had been the ag- 
greſſor, he would only be guilty of manſlaughter at the moſt :— That it was 
true he had ſuffered greatly on the priſoner's account, but being well aſſured 
OY that 
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The Unfortunate COLEMA N's Caſe. 


that impriſonment would be of leſs ill conſequence to the priſoner than to 


himſelf, he had ſuffered the law to take its courſe :=— That in order to render 


the priſoner's confinement as eaſy to him as poſſible, he had given every kind 
of aſſiſtance, and had wholly ſupported his family ever ſince: — That in order 
to get him cleared of the charge laid againſt him, he could think of no other 
expedient than that of procuring himſelf to be on the jury, and fit at the head 
of them; which with great labour and expence he had accompliſhed, having 
all along determined within his own breaſt, rather to die himſelf, than to ſuf- 
fer any harm to be done to the priſoner. 

His Lordſhip expreſſed great ſatisfaction at. this account, and after thank- 


| ing him for it, and making his further ſtipulations, that in caſe his Lordſhip 


ſhould ſurvive him, he might then be at liberty to relate this ſtory, that it 
might be delivered down to poſterity, the conference broke up. The jury- 
man lived fifteen years afterwards; the Judge enquired after him every year, 
and happening to ſurvive him, delivered the above relation. 


— — — — — — — — — 


Having, in my Remarks on the Penal Laws, likewiſe mentioned 


the cruel and unfortunate COLEMAN's Caſe, I have given 
my Readers all the authentic Particulars 1 recolle& of that 


Matter. 


ARAH GREEN was met by three perſons, one of whom his com- 
panions and accomplices called Coleman, in the evening of the 23d of 


July, 1748, in a place called Perſon's Walk, near Newington church-yard, in 


the county of Surry, when two of them threw her down, while à third perſon 
thruſt his hand up her body; after which barbarous and inhuman treatment 
of the firſt, the other two accomplices repeated the ſame cruelty, and by 
thruſting their hands up her body, putting her to the moſt painful torture, 
having ſtript her almoſt naked, left her in a moſt bloody and deplorable con- 
dition; and from the wounds ſhe received from their inhuman hands, it was 
a conſiderable time, and with exquiſite pain and torture, ſhe got to her houſe; 
and in the beginning of September following the wounds ſhe received from 


the bloody and inhuman villains, mortifying, ſhe died in St. Thomas's hoſpi- 
tal. Mr. Richard Coleman, a brewer's clerk, and two other brewer's ſervants, 


were 
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were charged as the perpetrators of this horrid deed, from the circumſtance of 
one of them being that night called by the fictitious name of Coleman, and 
were taken up and committed. The unfortunate Richard Coleman was tried 
and convicted, and accordingly executed on Kennington common, in the 


month of April, 1749 ; and this, notwithſtanding he gave every circumſtantial - 


account of his proceedings, and ſpending his evening the night the murder was 
committed, and perſons of credit appearing to his character. Oe Linguard, 
a carman, ſwore falſely againſt him, and attended him; and, I think, drove 
him to the place of execution ; and who was afterwards tried and convicted of 
perjury for that crime, and tranſported. This wicked villain, in attempting to 
get aboard, in order to return from America, was drowned. On the 13th 
of Auguſt, 1751, two perſons, by the name of Welch and Jones, were appre- 
hended for this cruel and inhuman murder of Sarah Green, upon the infor- 


mation of one Nichols, an accomplice, and were tried and convicted on the 
evidence of the aforeſaid Nichols, a carman. The barbarous and unheard-of 
treatment the poor woman met with, is beyond deſcription ; ſufficient to ſay, 


the parts were lacerated, and torn ſo much, as the making an opening almoſt 


to her heart. 
Theſe barbarous, inhuman and brutal villains, were executed on Kenning- 


ton common, on the 24th of September, 1751, confeſſing their guilt, and de- 
claring the innocence of the unfortunate Coleman. Nichols, the evidence, 
was the man, who at the time they perpetrated the fact they called Coleman, 


and who turned evidence againſt Jones and Welch. 


— = —— 


AVING taken notice of an innocent man being tried, condemned and 
executed, and hanged in chains, (for a murder which he did not com- 
mit) on circumſtantial evidence, only of a perſon being miſſing, &c. in Dr. 


Plot's Natural Hiſtory of Oxfordſhire is the following extraordinary account 


of a woman tried and hanged for the ſuppoſed murder of her baſtard child, 
in the year 1650, which ſhe confeſſed ſhe had been delivered of, but was not 
born alive, ſhe being only three or four months gone with child. Three days 
after her delivery, ſhe was committed to Oxford caſtle, and a ſpecial aſſize was 
immediately held, and ſhe was tried, and ſentenced to be hanged ; and was 
accordingly executed on the 14th of December, in the caſtle yard; where ſhe 
hung about half an hour, being pulled by the legs, and ſtruck on the breaſt 
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(as ſhe herſelf defired) by divers of her friends; ang after all, had ſeveral 


ſtrokes given her on the ſtomach, with the but-end of a foldier's muſket : 
being cut down, ſhe was put into a coffin, and brought away to a houſe to be 


diſſected ; and when they opened the coffin, notwithſtanding the rope ſtill 


remained unlooſed, and ſtrait about her neck, they perceived her breaſt to 
riſe ; whereupon one Maſon, a taylor, intending only an act of charity, ſet 
his foot upon her breaſt and belly; and it is further ſaid, another ſoldier 
ſtruck her again with the but-end of his muſket. Notwithſtanding all that 
had been done to diſpatch her, Sir Wm. Petty, anatomiſt profeſſor, Dr. Wil- 
lis, and Dr. Clark, upon their examining the body, and preparing it for diſ- 
ſection, perceived a rattling in her throat: They preſently uſed means for 
her recovery, by opening a vein, and putting her into a warm bed, when in 


14 hours ſhe began to ſpeak, and the next day talked and prayed heartily.— 
The ſheriffs officers would tain have had her away, to compleat her execu- 


tion, but were prevented by the humane and worthy Doctors. Colonel Kelly, 
then Governor of Oxford, placed a guard upon her, until he had obtained her 
pardon ; and being perfectly recovered, ſhe retired into the country to her 


friends, where ſhe was afterwards married, and lived in good repute amongſt 


her neighbours, had three children, and lived until the year 1659. This won- 
derful recovery was at that time looked upon as the work of the ſupreme Be- 


| ing, and a proof of her innocence; and is handed down to poſterity as a cau- 
tion in judging and puniſhing mankind. 


The learned Doctor alſo hath recorded another ads woman's caſe, 
who was likewiſe tried and condemned at Oxford, in the year 1658, for the 
ſame offence of murdering her baſtard child, and was hanged at Green Ditch, 
being the uſual place of execution; and after hanging conſiderably longer 
time than uſual, upon the rope being cut, (the gallows being very high) fell 


'with ſuch violence on the ground, as was ſufficient to have killed any perſon. 


She was put into a coffin, (and taken to the George inn) which, when open- 
ed, they found perfect life in her, and the might have lived; but the unhappy 
woman having no friends, was, the night afterwards, hanged a ſecond time, 
until ſhe was dead. | 


„ A late remarkable trial of two perſons, on a charge of a highway rob 
bery, ſworn to by a Baronet and his ſervant, is an evincing proof of the fallibili- 
ty of perſonal evidence; the one ſwearing to the horſe of one, the fervant to 
the perſon of the other. The accuſed were acquit on indiſputable evidence. 


A 


4 
a. 


1 


On the Laws reſpeQing Infants and Lunatics, 


- 


Aſtus non facit reum niſi men fit rea. z Inſt. 107. 
The act maketh not a man guilty, unleſs his mind is guilty too. 


HE law directs the puniſhment of a man who is deprived of reaſon 


and underſtanding, who cannot be an example to others, 2. No fe- 


lony or murder can be committed without a felonious intent and purpoſe : 
and it is therefore called felony, becauſe it ought to be committed with a fe- 
lonious intent ; but a madman knows not what he does, and has neither in- 


tent or reaſon, and does not differ much from the brutes, as Bracton faith, 


and therefore he cannot have a felonious intent. Ibid. 124. b. 

In criminal caſes, as felony, &c. the act and wrong of a madman ſhould 
not be imputed to him ; he is amens, without his mind or diſcretion: A 
madman, is only puniſhed by his madneſs. And fo it is of an infant, till 


fourteen, which in the law is the age of diſcretion. Co. Lit. 247. Yet he, 


who hath by his own vice, as the drunkard, who is a voluntary demon, de- 


prived himſelf of his underſtanding, what hurt or ill ſoever he doth, he ſhall. 


be accountable, for his drunkenneſs aggravates it. Co. Lit. 247. a. ] 
But a man void of reaſon, that ſhall kill, or attempt to kill the King, is 
guilty of treaſon, and ſhall ſuffer accordingly. 
An infant, under 14. years of age, is not puniſhable as a felon ; but if he 
gives proof of being arrived at the years of diſcretion, he is puniſhable as a felon. 
The following is the caſe of an infant, in the 3d of Hen. 7th :—An infant 
of nine years of age having killed another boy with a knife, hid the body, 


and blood being ſeen upon him, he excuſed himſelf by ſaying his noſe had 


bled. By the Judges it was held proof of maturity and diſcretion, and his 
ſentence was confirmed, and he was hanged accordingly. And ſuch were the 
laws of King Ina, in ancient times.- 

The two following recent fats were committed in 1 ; the one, an 
attack upon the King, by Margaret Nicholſon, on Wedneſday, Aug. 2, 1786; 
the other of John Elliott, who was tried at the Old Bailey, July 17, 1787, for 
the maliciouſly ſhooting at Miſs Mary Boydall, daughter of Alderman Boy- 
dall, with two piſtols loaded with gunpowder, and divers leaden bullets, with 


an intent to kill the ſaid Mary a He was indicted on the ſtatute of 


Wy the 


2 


M2 
the th of George the firſt, by which, if he had been convicted, it would have 
been death. The following particulars, it is faid, were ſtated to the 
court: That on the 9th inſtant, between one and two of the clock, as a 
Mr. Nicol, bookſeller, was accompanying Miſs Boydall up Prince's-ſtreet, 
Leiceſter-fields, he heard cloſe to his left an exploſion of fire-arms ; upon 
which he inſtantly turned round, collar'd the priſoner, and exclaimed, Was it 
you, you villain? When Elliott replied, I am the man. A Mr. Griffiths 
came directly out from his ſhop, and ſeized Elliott by both wriſts, who 
dropped the piſtols with which he had fired; and upon being ſearched, ano- 
ther pair of piſtols was found in his pocket loaded. The pair of piſtols which 
had been fired were tied together with packthread, as were thoſe found in his. 
pocket, and loaded to the muzzle. 

The counſel for the proſecution obſerved to the jury, after having recited: 
the act, that in order to acquit the priſoner, it would be incumbent on them 
to prove not only acts of inſanity antecedent to the offence, but that the pri- 
ſoner was actually inſane at the time of committing it. 

Mr. Garrow, the counſel for the proſecution, obſerved to the j jury, on the 
trial of Elliott, that, whatever might be the report of the world, there was no 
intimacy between the parties; and nothing farther than a polite reſpe& paid 
by Miſs Boydall to the unfortunate priſoner ;. he having been introduced to 
her by ſome female friends, in his profeſſional way, as a gentleman of Jearn- 
ing and great ingenuity ; and aflured the jury, that Miſs Boydall did not ſeek 
the life of the priſoner, but merely juſtice to the public. 

Mr. Aſhwell, the ſurgeon, upon his examination depoſed, that Mit Boydall 
had received a bruiſe on the right ſhoulder blade, and two points appeared 
ſwelled and red, being one inch diſtant from each other : that the next day the 
contuſion was general and black ; and that, if the piſtols had been loaded 
with ball, they would have had a more dreadful effect; and that notwithſtand- 
ing the elaſticity of the whalebone in her ſtays, he did not think it poſſeſſed a 
repelling power ſufficient to turn the ball of a piſtol, when fired ſo near to 
the object. ; 

The recorder then ſummed up the evidence, on the part of the proſecution, 
to the following purport :—He deſired the jury would give their attention to 
the particular circumſtance of the piſtols being loaded with bullets; for under 
this indictment, unleſs they could diſcover they were loaded with bullets, the 


priſoner muſt be acquitted, At the ſame time he remarked, that it was very 
ſeldom... 


E 


ſeldom, in a caſe of this nature, that any poſitive evidence could be eſtabliſned 
of the loading a piſtol with ball, therefore preſumption ariſing from circum- 
ſtance mult ſupply the place of it. With reſpe& to the malice mentioned in 
the indictment, the priſoner's declaration, together with the act committed, 
ſufficiently proved it. [The recorder was here interrupted by one of the jury, 
who ſaid they were ſatisfied the piſtols were not loaded with ball; and upon 
which he was acquitted ; but ordered to remain in Newgate, to be tried for 


the aſſault, where he died a few days after. 


Abſtract of Opinions with reſpect to Acceſlaries. 


F there be principal and acceſſary, and the principal is pardoned, or hath 

his clergy, the acceſſary cannot be arraigned, for the maxim of law is, 
that where there is no principal, there can be no acceſſary; then, before there 
appears to be a principal, one cannot be charged as acceſſary; but none can 
be ſaid to be principal, before he be ſo proved and adjudged by law; and that 
ought to be by judgment upon verdict, or confeſſion, or by outlawry ; for it 
ſufficeth not that (in truth) there is a principal, unleſs it appear ſo by judg- 
ment of law : and this is the reaſon, that when the principal is pardoned, or 
takes his clergy before judgment, that then the acceſſary ſhall never be ar- 
raigned, becauſe it appears not by judgment of law that he was principal; 
and acceptance of pardon, or prayer of the clergy, may be an argument, but 
can be no judgment in law that he is guilty: Howbeit, if the principal af- 
ter attainder be pardoned, or hath his clergy allowed, there the acceſſary ſhall 
be arraigned ; becauſe it then appears Judicially that there was then a z princt- 
pal. 4 Co. rep. 43. b. 44. a. 

But now, by 1 Ann. ſtat. 2. chap. 9. Fr. if the principal be Woe” or 
ſtand mute, or peremptorily challenge above twenty of the jury, the acceſſary 
may be tried, and punithed as if the principal had been attained ; and this al- 
though the principal be admitted to his clergy, pardoned, or other wiſe deli- 
vered before attainder. But in the caſe of ſtolen goods, if the principal can- 
not be taken, the buyer or receiver may be proſecuted as for a miſdemeanor, 
to be puniſhed by fine and impriſonment, or other ſuch corporal puniſhment 
as the court ſhall think fit, although the principal be not convicted, which 
ſhall exempt the offender from being puniſhed as acceſſary, if the principal 


be afterwards taken and convicted, 1 Ann, ſtat. 2, c..9. 3 2.5. Ann. c. 31. §6. 
| And. 


E 


And by 29 G. 2. c. 30. the buyer or receiver of ſtolen lead, iron, copper, 


braſs, bell- metal, or ſolder, may be convicted, although the principal hath not 


been convicted, and ſhall be tranſported for fourteen years. 


N. B. See Huffum and Bilſon's caſe, 2d vol. from p. 260 to 267, with the caſe of Wilkes and 
Trotman, at the end of the iſt vol. page 365. 


T have here added the opinion of the twelve Judges, in two letters, which J re- 
cerved from the Hon. Mr. Serjeant Sayer. 


8 IN, Chancery- Lane, May 28, 1774. 
Think myielf greatly obliged to you for communicating the apprehenſion 
of Trotman. The public is much indebted to you for your unremitted at- 
tention to the duty of a magiſtrate, and for the prudence as well as activity 
diſcovered by you on this occaſion. ' As it appeared on the trial of Wilkes, 
that Innell, the perſon robbed by Trotman, might have apprehended Trot- 
man in London, his counſel argued that Wilkes could not be indicted as for 
a a miſdemeanor. I was of opinion, that as the not apprehending of Trotman 
was owing to ignorance, or at the moſt to negligence, and not to any colluſion, 
the indictment was maintainable.— At a meeting of all the Judges, on the 
firſt day of laſt term, the point being ſubmitted to their conſideration, they 
were in the general opinion, that the indictment was maintainable ; but as 
one or two had ſome doubt, and it is, beſides being a new caſe, a thing of 
great conſequence, the farther conſideration of it is poſtponed till the firſt day 
of next term. I ſhould have been much pleaſed in having your company in 
court at Coventry, if your health would-have admitted it, And am, Sir, 

with n reſpect, your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
J. SAY E R. 


8 IR. Chancery-Lane, June, 1774. 
HE opinion of the Judges. is, That as the not apprehending Trotman 
by Innell was owing to miſapprehenſion, and not to colluſion, that 
Trotman was to be conſidered as an accomplice of Wilkes's: The indictment 
againſt Wilkes, as for a miſdemeanor, is maintainable. In conſequence of 
this opinion, judgment as for a miſdemeanor will, at the next aſſizes, be 

pronounced upon Wilkes. I am, Sir, with great reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
3... SS X- © 
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Introduction to my Journal of Proceeding as a 
Magiſtrate ; containing, Firſt, The electing me to the Office 
of Mayor, in the Year 1755 :- Second, The Motives and 
Indc--ments for my accepting and undertaking that moſt 
important Office at that Period :--- And, Third, The Enter- 


tainment given to the Noblemen, Gentlemen and Ladies, up- 
on this Occaſion, at St. Maxy's-HaLL, &c. &c. 


I the time 1 received the firſt intelligence of being nominated in council 
for the office of Mayor for the enſuing year, I was at Doſthill Spa, with 
my moſt intimate friend Mr. Taylor, of Anſty, and a friend of his, a college 


acquaintance, a Mr. Peters, from the county of Cornwall. The intelligence 


was brought me there by the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, Mr. Benj. Brockhurſt, ſen. 
and Mr. Crutchlowe, who came there by way of airing for a night. I was ſure 
prized, it not being my turn according to ſeniority in council; and with reſpect 
to age, the youngeſt man in the corporation. I had at that time as reſpectable 
a ſet of friends and acquaintance as I could wiſh to enjoy, and be happy in a 
ſingle ſtate of life; I eſteemed and found the moſt hearty reception from the 
ladies and gentlemen of the moſt reſpectable families, and by all parties, not- 
withſtanding the powerful aſſiſtance and great ſervice I had rendered my re- 
lation, Mr. Hewitt, (now Lord Lifford), at the general election, in the year 
1754. My behaviour at that time, and my. endeayours to ſerve him, had not 
leflened, but enlarged the circle of my friends at home and abroad. The ge- 
neral approbation expreſſed by the public: upon my being: nominated, ahd 
their opinion and expectation of my filling the chair with honour and credit, 
were very flattering ; and at the ſame time put me under great difficulties, and 
almoſt determined me to refuſe the offer, it being likewiſe: oppoſite to my 
private intention, and the plan of life I had formed at that time. I conſider- 
ed myſelf going to take upon me a new character, to ſupport which, gravity 
and diſcretion were highly neceſſary, to render the character of a magiſtrate 
reſpectable and uſeful : To accompliſh which, a man muſt be under the ab- 
ſolute neceſſity of laying himſelf under many reſtraints, which as a private 
perſon he might be excuſed from :— That example, in a magiſtrate, was ma- 
terial to the ſupporting his authority; aud chat he might acquire the eonfi- 
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dence of the people, and to influence thoſe under his authority. 'That many 
liberties I had enjoyed mutt be laid afide, though the moſt innocent and inof- 
fenſive, which in a private ſtation I might divert and entertain my friends with. 
That the office of a chief magiſtrate was taken up every moment by the call 
of the public, and I muſt devote every leiſure hour to the moſt important du- 
ties thereof. Theſe were my deliberate thoughts, on the firſt intelligence of 
my nomination to that public office. Upon my return to Coventry, the preſ- 
ſing ſolicitations of the principal magiſtrates, prevailed upon me to accept the 
Nomination, and which notice I received in writing as follows :— 


City of Coventry. At the Council-Houſe there held, the 23d of September, 1756; 
Ordered and agreed, that Mr. John Hewitt, the younger, have notice to prepare to take 

upon himſelf the office of Mayor of this city, for the year enſuing, he being unanimouſly 

nominated to that office, in the room of Mr. Samuel Oldham, who for good reaſons is 
excuſed by the houſe for the preſent. JOSEPH HEWITT, City-Clerk. 


Having accepted the notice, I fixed on the 14th of October for the choice- 
day, according to ancient cuſtom, being the week after Michaelmas ſeflions : 
on which day the Grand Inqueſt being met, proceeded to the choice of charter 
officers ; and they having elected me for Mayor, I received notice thereof by 
the uſual officer, and by him returned the following anſwer :— 


GENTLEMEN, 

Return you thanks for the great honour you have conferred upon me this 
Day. You may rely upon my endeavours, to the utmoſt of my abilities, 
to approve myſelf worthy of your choice, by a conduct conſiſtant with the 
character of your chief magiſtrate, and Mayor of the ancient city of Coventry, 
The only motive with me for accepting fo important an office, is to ſupport the 
dignity thereof, and all due reſpect to my brethren, and the promoting 

unanimity and good neighbourhood amongſt my fellow- citizens. 

I am, Gentlemen, with all due refpect, 
Jour moſt obedient devoted humble Servant, 

Coventry, Of. 14, 1755. | J. HEWITT, Jun. Mayor-Elect. 


To the worſhipful the Aldermen, and 
Gentlemen of the Grand Inqueſt. 


The choice dinner being over, and the ceremony * the firſt day, I imme- 
diately formed my plan for my public entertainment. Thomas Lord Archer 
having expreſſed his wiſhes for my accepting the office of Mayor, after I had 


fixed my plan, I wrote him the following letter to acquaint him therewith. 


E 3 
My LORD, | 


AVING accepted the office- of Mayor for the enſuing year, the great 

reſpect and regard you have always ſhewn and expreſſed for me, I conſi- 
der it as my duty to acquaint your Lordſhip with my intentions, (my plan be- 
ing quite new) for my intended entertainment. I ſhall invite none but the 
molt reſpectable Inhabitants, gentlemen and ladies, in the city, and the noble- 
men and gentlemen, with their ladies, in the country, to whom I have the ho- 
nour to be known; and thoſe of my particular and intimate acquaintance, 
without any party diſtinction whatſoever. Mr. Grove and his friends have 
all of them behaved with great complaiſance and civility to me: and my de- 
ſign is to give as polite a dinner upon this occaſion as the ſeaſon will furniſh 
proviſions for. I intend to treat the ladies with a ball, and ſupper at night, 
and entertain them the next morning with a concert of muſic : I being a 
member of the muſical ſociety, thofe gentlemen will oblige me with their 
performances. I expect fourteen or fifteen good Hands. Lord Plymouth's 
French horns will ſound well in St. Mary's-Hall. And I hope to have the 
honour of his Lordſhip's, and Lady Plymouth's company ; as well as Mr. 
Turnour's, your intended ſon-in-law, with Miſs Garth, his ſiſter. I am in 
expectation of being favoured with Lord and Lady Guernſey's company. The 
hall will be boarded for dancing, and made as warm as poſſible, on account of 
the ladies. When I ſend Fawſon over to Umberſlade, your Lordſhip will 
ſee the liſt of noblemen's and gentlemen's families therein. I ſhall ſend half a 
dozen blank tickets to you, and the ſame to Miſs Archer, to fill up and ſend 
to ſuch of your friends and Miſs Archer's acquaintance as you find omitted in 
my liſt. I have invited all the gentlemen and Ladies of the principal families 
at Warwick, and the ſubſcribers to Solihull green, I being a member thereof. 


I hope to ſee them all, And am, my Lord, 
Your Lordſhip! s moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 


J. HEWITT, Mayor-Ele&. 


Coventry, Oct. 16, 1755. 


The 
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The Invitation Liſt to the Mayor's Feaſt, 1755. 


This liſt includes alſo the 2d 
and 3d invitations, upon my 
being re- elected to the office of 
Mayor, in the years 1758 and 
1760, of Noblemen, Ladies and 
Gentlemen. 


N. B. Thoſe names marked thus 
{*] were in the ficſt invitation 
only. 


Croſs-Cheaping Ward. 


R. Julius Olds ® 
Miſs Olds I 
Mr. and Mrs. Luckman 
Mr. Edward Baldwin 
Mr. John Stokes 
Mr. Alderman Brockhurſt 
Mr. and Mrs, Peers 
Mr. and Mrs. England 
Mr. and Mrs. Bennett 
Mr. Blick | 
Mr. Ald. and Mrs. Freeman, and 
Mr. William Freeman 
Mr. Harkneſs 
Mr. and Mrs. Reeves 
Doctor Harrold | 
Mr. and Mrs. Taylor 
Mr. Villers, ſenior 
Mr. and Mrs. Villers 
Miſs Liptrott and Miſs Jenny 
Mr. and Mrs. Kettle 
Mr. and Mrs. Goodall 
Mr. and Mrs. Gamble 
Mr. and Mrs. Ballard 
Mr, and Mrs. Sawrey 
. and Mrs. Smith 
. and Mrs. Huddesford 
and Mrs. Minſter 
. and Mrs. Roberts 
. William Orton 
. and Mrs, Gibbs, ſurgeon 
. and Mrs. Eld 
Wm. Grove, Eſq; and Mrs. Grove 
Maſter Grove 
Miſs Grove 
Mr. and Mrs, Remington“ | 
Miſs Remington 
Mr. and Mrs. Brookes 
Mr. and Mrs. Secker 
Mr. John Secker 


| 


Mrs. Foſal. 


| Rev. Mr. Rann 


- 


Mr. Lilley Smith and Mrs. Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren 

Mr. William Smith and Mr. Tho- 
mas Smith * 

Miſs Smith 

Mr. and Mrs. Jackſon 

Mr. Ald. Porterand Mr. G. Porter 

Mr. and Mrs. Remington, Peacock 

Mr. Edward Hewitt 

Mr. and Mrs, Savage, and Miſs 

Mrs. Wilſon F 

Mrs. Hewitt, (the Mother of Lord 
Lifford) 

Mr. and Mrs. Hooke 

Mr. and Mrs. Higginſon 

Mr. Veilel, Chamberlain“ 

Mr. and Mrs. Oſborne 

Miſs Oſborne 
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ak 


Mr. Huddesford, jun, 

Mrs. Vial 

Mr. and Mrs. Bourne 

DoRor S. Smith and Mrs. Smith 

Mrs. Chambers 

Mr. Robert Abney 

Rev. Mr. Parker | 

Rev. Mr. Gerrard and Mrs. Ger- 
rard 

Mr. Abel Gravenor 


th. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bird 

Mr. and Mrs. Jee * 

Mr. and Mrs. Craner, and Miſs * 
Mr. Joſeph Craner 

Mrs. Fox 

Mr. Samuel Kirkman 
Doctor Jones | 

Mr. and Mrs. Dakin 

Mr. and Mrs, Collett 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith 

Mr. and Mrs, Boddington 
Mr. and Mrs. Hayes 

Mr. and Mrs. Croſley 
Mrs. Inge and Miſs Inge's 
Rev. Mr. Moy 

Mr. and Mrs. Upton 
Mrs. Oram and Son 

Mr. and Mrs. Newnham 
Mr. Jaines Stokes 

Mr. John Welton 

Mr. Thomas Mitchell 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnſon 


Mr. Joſeph Hewitt 


Mr. and Mrs. Bradbury 


| 


| Mr. 


Biſhop-Street Ward, 


R. and Mrs. Minſter | 
Mr. Alderman Lawton and 

Mrs. Lawton | 
Mrs. Groſvenor 
Mr. and Mrs. Keene 
Mr. and Mrs. Dulliſon 
Mr. Beynon | 
Mr. John Holt, and Miſs _ 
Edward King, Eſq; and Mrs. King 
Miſs Cheſlyn 
Mr. and Mrs. Drayton 
Mr. Pegg and Son 
Mr. William Chaplin 
Mr. and Mrs. Cooke | 
Mr. Francis Soden and Mrs. Soden 
Mr. Alderman Kendrick and Mrs. 

Kendrick 
Rev. Mr. Edwards, ſenior 
Rev. Mr. Brookes & Mrs. Brookes 
Rev. Mr. Simſon and Mrs. Simſon 
Rev. Mr. Jackſon 
Mr. and Mrs. Prieſt 
Mr. and Mrs. Bunning 
Mrs. Villers 
Mr. and Mrs. Hayes 
Mr. John Loud 
Mrs. Bucknall and Miſs 
Mrs. Leigh * ! 
Mr. St. John King and Mrs. King 
Mr. and Mrs. Soden | 
Mr. Soden, Warden 


— 


Gosford- Street Ward. 


1 1 9 
| R. Edward Smith 


Mr. and Mrs. Elliott, and 
Mits 3 
Alderman Ward 
and Mrs. Belcher 
and Mrs, King 
Schuman 
Sanders, and Nephew 
and Mrs. Harris 
and Mrs. Fleicher 
Mr. and Mrs. Fox 
Mrs, Packwood 
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert 
Counſellor White 
Mr. Whittam 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Mr. T. Elliott and Mrs. 


Elliott 
Jordan- 


Jordan-Well Ward. 


ISS Awſon and Miſs Eliza- 


beth Awſon 
Mr. Abraham Awſon 
Mr. and Mrs, Bibbins, ſenior 
Mr. and Mrs. Bibbins, junior 


Mr. and Mrs. Aſh, and Miſs Patty 


Mr. and Mrs. Brockhurft 
Mr. and Mrs. Bootty 
Mrs. Jee 

Mr. Woodward 

Mr. and Mrs, Hardaway 
Mr. John Brockhurſt 


Mr. and Mrs. Jee, and Mr, yo 


Jee, junior 
Mr. John Shaw, ſenior 
Mr. and Mrs. Cave 
Mr. and Mrs. Freeth 
Mr, and Mrs. Joyce 
Rev. Mr. Brown 


Much-park-ſtreet Ward. 


R. and Miſs Skears 
Mr. and Mrs. Garratt 


Counſellor Wheeler and Lady, 


and Miſs Smith 
_ Miſs Wilcox 
Mr. and Mrs. Bucknall 


Mr. William Inge and Miſs Inge, 


Charter-Houſe 
Mrs. Dean, and two Sons 
Mr. Samuel Oldham 


Mr. Oldham, late Mayor, and 


Mrs. Mayoreſs 


Miſs Gilbert, Miſs Sally and Miſs 


Hannah 
Mrs. Gilbert 
Mr. and Mrs. Gammid 


Mr. H. Yardley and'Son, Mi 


Mr. Benjamin Cave, junior 
Mr. Thomas Shaw 

Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt 

Mr. Stanton, at Mr. Inge's 
Mr. and Mes. Grey 


Earl- ſtreet Ward. 


J Miſs Bird 

Mr. John Bird, junior 

Mr. Lander Smith 

Mrs. Smith and Miſs Smith 
Miſs Bird 

Mrs. Caſhmore 


. +» ER]M 
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OHN Bird, Eſq; and Mrs. Irs 
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Mr. and Mrs. Crutchlowe 

Mr. Alderman Lightbourne, Mrs. 
Lightbourne, and Mifs 

Mr. John Pickering 

Mr. Simon Pickerin | 

Mr. Hall, and Miſs Hall 

Mrs. Yardley, Miſs Yardley, and 

| Miſs Patty 

Mr. Chapman, and Miſs - 

Mr. Chapman, junior 

Mr. and Mrs. Belcher, junior 


IMr. and Mrs. Dawes 


Doctor Burgh and Mrs. Burgh 
Miſs Burgh 85 

Mr. and Mrs. Lowke 

Mr. and Mrs. Gravenor 

Mr. Samuel Garratt 

Mr. and Mrs. Masfen, and Mir, 


| Thomas Masfen “ 


Mrs. Fullilove and MG 

Mr. Richard Lan 

Robert Bird, Eſq; and Mes. Bird 

Mr. Jerem. Lowe and Mrs. Lowe 

Rev. Mr. Atkinſon 

Mr. Bryan Troughton 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Miſs Eburne 

Miſs Troughton 4 

Rev. Mr. Fletcher, and Mrs. 

1 Fletcher 

Mr. Cleophas Dulliſon and Mrs. 
Dulliſon ; 

Mr. and Mrs. Bolton 

Mr. and Mrs. Brockhurſt, and 
Miſe 

Mrs. Parrott, and Miſs 

Mr. James Soden, and Mrs. Soden 

Mr. and Mrs. Dabſon 

Mr. and Mrs. Reader 


Spon- ſtreet Ward. 


R. and Mrs. Stephens . 
| "Dans Smith 
— aufoy 


r. and Mrs. Haycock 

Mr . and Mrs. Vernon 

and Mrs. Gilbert 

and Mrs. Gibbons 

„and Mrs. Harrold 

. and Mrs, Wills 

. arid Mrs. Eburne 

. and Mrs. Nutt 

Skinner 

. and Mrs. Muſſon * 
Mr. and Mrs. Gibbons, junior 


Mr. and Mrs. Farlow 
145 


roughton, arid | 


LY and Mrs. Woi 


Mrs. Kidney 

Mrs. Dorothy Haycock 

Mr. Courtney 

Rev. Mr. Clayton, and Mifs 
Clayton 

Miſs Crines, and Miſs Stanton 

Mr. and Mrs. Clark 

Mrs. Higginſon and Son 

Mr. and Mrs. Broekhurſt, Attor 
ney 

Mr. and Mrs. Aſton 

Rev. Mr. Hayeock 


* 


Smithford- ſtreet Ward. | 


R. and Mrs. Hands 

ö Mr. and Mrs. Lines 
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott 

Mr. and Mrs. Adcock 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert 

Mr. and Mrs. Hands, junior 
Mr. and Mrs. Summervile 


; Miſs irkman's 

Mr. Gulſon and Miſs 

Mr. Jee and Mrs. Jee 

Mr. John Kirkman, jun. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lucas 

Mr. Cleve and- Cleve 

Mr. and Mrs. Pimlott = 

Mr. and Mrs. Keene, and Miſe 
| . Keene 

Mr. and Mrs. Little 


Mr. and Mrs; Pickeri 
James Birch, be, 
Mr. George Bir | 


Mr James Birch. 
iſs Hubert 
Miſs Birch, and Miſs Fang 


| Miſs Baker 


Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert ® 
Doctor Simſon 


* Brosd-gate Ward. 


R. Fowler, and daughter 
Mr. and Mes, Steane 


Mr. and Mrs, M Ikin 
Mr. and Mrs. Jan 
Miſs Malkin 


Mr. Horncaſtle 
Mr. Harper, and Wg 


Mr. and Mrs. Hu 


uh 


| Mr. Robert As 


[ 


Mrs. Arnold Mr. Whiſtler 
Mr. James Boydall 
Mrs. Smith 


Miſs Lant 


Mr. Tibbats 


Miſs Gibbard Mr. Fairfax 
Mr. and Mrs. Cox Mrs. Steane 
Mr. Daniel Gardner Mr. Cheſlyn 


Mr. and Mrs. Preſbury * 
Mr. and Mrs. Plant“ 
Mr. and Mrs. Conigreve 
Rev. Mr. Butterworth 
Mr. and Mrs. Parker 
Mr. Brough 

Mrs. Wright. 


Miſs Cheſlyn 


Mr. Burrows 


Mr. John Eyre 
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Mr. and Mrs. Bruckfield 
Mr. Thomas Clay 


Bailey-Lane Ward. 


R. Cater, Attorney 
Miſs Bourne 


| Mr. and Mrs, Davis 

| . and Mrs. Mander 
. and Mrs. Thacker 
. Thomas Allen - 
. and Mrs. Wright 
Wright, jun. 
. and Mrs. Jones 
. Cave Shaw 
Bond, ſenior 
. Bond, jun. 
. and Mrs, Jones 
. and Mrs. Love 
. William Dadley 
. and Mrs. Parker 


The Country Invitation Liſt of Noblemen, Gentlemen and Ladies, in the 
County of Warwick, &c. &c. 


Recorder | 

Earl and Counteſs of Denbigh 

Earl and Counteſs of Plymouth 
Lord Archer, and the Hon. Miſs Archer 
Lord and Lady Guernſey (late Lord Aylesford) 
Lord Donnegal 
Lord Leigh 
Lady Leigh | 
Hon. Mits Leigh SEE, 
Sir Roger Newdigate, and Lady Newdigate 
Miſs Conyers | | | 
Henry Archer, Eſq; and Lady Betty Archer 
Samuel Greatheed, Eſq; - | 
. Lady Mary Greatheed 
Sir Francis Skipwith, Bart. 
Lady Skipwith 
Hon. William Craven, Eſq; (late Lord Craven) 

and Lady | 
William Bromley, Eſq; and Mrs. Bromley 
Miſs Bromley | 
Sir Woolfton Dixie, and Family * 
Sir Edward Boughton 
Edward Taylor, Eſq; and Rev. Mr. Peters 
Paul Bane, Eſq; 
William Dilk, Eſq; and Mrs. Dilk 
Millar Sadler, Eſq; and Mrs. Sadler 
Benjamin Palmer, Eſq; and Mrs. Palmer 
Mr. Richard Greatheed ' 
Maſter Greatheed 
Arthur Gregory, Eſq; and Mrs. Gregory 
Edward Wolferſtan, Eſq; 
Mrs. Wolferſtan, 
Miſs Wolferſtan's, 
Rev. Samuel Pipe, Ditto 


H' 8 Grace the Duke of Grafton, Lord 
a 


Statfold | 


| Mr. 


Tamworth and © 


Hugh Holbeche, Eſq; 

Maſter Holbeche 

Thomas Beazley, Eſq; Tamworth 
Mrs. Beazley, Ditto | 

Edward Plaiſted, Eſq; Ditto 
George Abney, Eſq; Ditto 
Thomas Neale, Eſq; 

| Captain Neale 

Edward Aſtley, Eſq; 

Mrs. Aſtley | 

J. Ludford, Eſq; 

Mrs. Ludford | 

Edward Croxall, Eſq; 

Mrs. Croxall (2.120 
Mr. Martin Bird, and Mrs. Bird 


| Richard Bowater, Eſq; and Mrs. Bowater 


Rev. Mr. Bree 
Mrs. Bree 
| Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds 
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart, Birmingham 
Mr. and Mrs. Holland, Attorney, Ditto 
Mr. and Mrs. Parrott, Ditto | 
Doctor Roebuck and Mrs. Roebuck, Ditto 
Mr. and Mrs. Hurd, Ditto 
Whorley Birch, Eſq; and Mrs. Birch 
Thomas Green, Eſq; 
Mrs. Green the v0.7 
Ar. and Mrs. Dudley, Nuneaton 
and Mrs, Jee, Caldecote 
. and Mrs, Aſhbourn 
. Thomas Minſter, and Mrs. Minſter 
. and Mrs. Shakeſpear 


and Mrs, Boddington 
Mr. and Mrs, Webſter 
Knightley, 


— Knightley, Eſq; and Mrs. Knightley 
Wilberforce, Eſq; Hull, at Mrs. Bird's 

Miſs Wilberforce, Ditto 

Sir Thomas Cave 


Mr. Cave 


Miſs Cave's 
Edward Turnour, Eſq; Earl Winterton 


Miſs Garth, his Siſter 

Mr. Skipwith - 

James Hewitt, Eſq; (now Lord Lifford) 

Mrs. Hewitt 

Miſs Bayley (preſent Lady Lifford) 

Miſs Walton 

Mr. John Hewitt | 

Rev. Dr. Greenwood, and Mr. Greenwood, 
Warwick 

Rev. Mr. Bane, and Mrs. Bane, Ditto 

Doctor Haddow, and Mrs. Haddow, Ditto 

Miſs Wright's, Ditto, Siſters to Sir James 

Rev. Mr. Kettle, Ditto 

Matthew Wiſe, Eſq; and Miſs Wile, Ditto 

Mr. and Mrs. Crofts, Ditto 

Miſs Cattel, Ditto 

Mr. and Mrs. Parks, Ditto 

Mr. and Mrs. Venour, Ditto 

Rev. Mr. Preſton 


Mr. Itchinor 


1 


Mr. Mitchell, Mrs. Aſhbourn, and Miſs 
Mr. and Mrs. Watts 

Mr. Cater, Sow 

Mr. J. Lant 

Rev. Mr. Dean, Fillongley 

Miſs Cheſlyn's 

Mr. and Mrs. Baxter, Atherſtone 

Mr. Fowler, Ditto 

Miſs Wafforne, Ditto 

Miſs Hector, Lichfield 

Captain Bowler 

Captain Ennis 

Capt. Eyre Coote, (late General Coote) 
Lieut. Adams, (late Major) 

Lieut. Blakeney 

Mr. Whadcock Avery 

Captain Stanley, and Miſs Stanley 

Rev. Mr. Ruſhworth, and Mrs. Ruſhworth 
Edward Farmer, Eſq; Caldecote 

Mrs. Okeover 

Rev. Mr. La Roque, and Mrs. La Roque 
Mr. Henry Deane, Southam 

Mr. William Smith, Corley 

Mr. Meighs, F illongley 

Rev. Mr. Rowton 

— — Lewis, Eſq; Solihull 


| Mr. Garlick, Mrs. Garlick, and Miſs 


——————— — »mm mmm———_—_s 


Having ſent out the invitation liſt, I next proceeded to form the plan for 
the accommodation of my friends ;—the boarding of the hall ;—and the pre- 
parations neceſſary for my intended ball and concert. And in order to have 
all due decorum kept up at the ſeveral tables, I aſked the favour of my reve- 
rend Maſter, Dr. Jackſon, to do me the honour to preach the occaſional ſer- 
mon before me, on the firſt of November, the day of being ſworn into office : 
I likewiſe applied to the reverend clergy, my acquaintance, and old ſchool- 
fellows, to aſſiſt me in the officiating ſeparately, at each of the tables, as 
chaplain, which they all moſt chearfully complied with. Dr. Jackſon being 
rather infirm, deſired to take his ſeat with the Ladies, in the Mayoreſs's Par- 
lour, that he might have the benefit of the fire. Mr. Edwards, (father of 
the late Rev. Doctor) being very much indiſpoſed, I wrote to my*intimate 
friend and ſchool- fellow, the late Rev. Dr. Pipe, then of Tamworth, to re- 
queſt of him to be my head chaplain upon the occaſion ; and received anſwers 
in the moſt polite and reſpectful terms, from him and others, a few of which 
I have preſerved, and were as follows.— The Ladies as well as Gentlemen 
were not wanting, in the ſending polite cards and compliments upon the 
occaſion, and accompanied with their tokens of eſteem and reſpect, 


„„ 


Mr. MAYOR, 
W IT H the ſtricteſt ſincerity I beg leave to congratulate you upon the 


honour done you, in being placed at the head of that very ancient, 
moſt loyal, and reſpectable body, the corporation of the city of Coventry. 
The preference you are pleaſed to give me upon this occaſion, I conſider as a 
very ſingular inſtance of your perſonal eſteem; and being intirely unexpect- 
ed, the compliment is more obliging. My beſt efforts, Sir, are intirely at 
your ſervice ; and if the chriſtian cauſe can in any degree be ſerved by ſo un- 
worthy an advocate, I am, Sir, your moſt obliged ſervant and chaplain, 


S. PIPE, 


Tamworth, Oct. 22, 1755. 
To John Hewitt, Eſq; Mayor-Ele&, Coventry. 


| Umberflade, Oct. 22, 1755. 
Worthy SIR, 
Return you a great many thanks for the favour of your kind invitation, 

(and moſt obliging letter) to your entertainment, where I and my daugh- 
ter ſhall wait upon you with great pleaſure; and I will ſend your invitation 
to Lord and Lady Plymouth, but ſhe is fo near her time, that I think ſhe can- 
not wait on you; their houſe is at this time full of company ; and if they can 
ſpare their French horns, I dare ſay they will be glad to accommodate you 
with them. Mr. Turnour is not in this country ; if he ſhould be here at 
the time, I will bring him with me, and will do all in my power to add to 


the ſplendor of your ball and entertainment; but by your liſt that Mr. Faw- 


ſon hath with him, I ſee none of my friends in this neighbourhood that you 
have not already ſent to. I ſhall deſire your acceptance of ſome veniſon, and 


| ſome fiſh, on the day before, and beg you will preſent my beſt compliments 


to all friends. I am, with great eſteem, Sir, your faithful humble ſervant, 


ARCHER. 
To John Hewitt, Eſq; Mayor-Elect, Coventry. 77 5 


Umberſlade, Oct. 27, 1755. 
SIR, | | 
Return you a great many thanks for the favour of your letter, and for 
your kind invitation to lodge at your houſe. My beſt thanks to Mr. 


Mayor, and Mrs. Mayoreſs, for their invitation likewiſe. As we may not 
| | poſſibly 


[ #9 J | 
oſſibly keep good hours, I think it will be more convenient to be at an inn, 

and I will ſend to beſpeak rooms accordingly. We will ſend to Miſs 

Wright's, at Warwick. My beſt compliments wait upon all friends. 


I am, Sir, your moſt Faichfal ſervant, | 
1 ARCHER. 


* have ſent ſame of your tickets to people. 0 en faſhion, and dome 
of them will wait upon you. = ; 
rr ane 1 der he om. L 


8 4 R. 
T is with great pleaſure J hear of your election; to the 1 of: our 


native city, as J am perſuaded your abilities are adequate to that high ſta - 
tion, to diſcharge it with integrity and honour. Be pleaſed to accept, from 

an old ſchool- fellow and acquaintance, a turkey, as a ſmall token of his re- 
ſped. If no accident prevents me, I purpoſe to do myſelf the honour of 
waiting upon you at the feaſt. I with you all healch . RIG een 


Sir, 3 banden ſervant. dad 


l =: JOHN ROWTON. 
Little-Aſhby, Od. 31, 1755. | 


To John Hewitt, Eſq; Mayor-Elect, Coventry. 


_ Hardwick, OR. Þ & 4.4, 

Dear 81 R, | Ws Sn 5 755 [ 
"OUR favour of the 24th inſtant ſhould have been acknowledged by 'T 

line, when I received it, but my wife was very ill, and had, when you 
ſervant called on me, her phyſician with her, and did at that time whey yur 
all my attendance. She is now, thank God, tolerably well recovered, but 
hath not yet been able to go abroad; and am afraid I ſhalf not be able to 
leave her for ſo long a journey as to Coventry, which the horrid bad roads 
will neceſſarily take up. I am very ſorry, on any account, to be deprived c of 
the pleaſure I ſhould have taken in attending upon you. LS ya 
3 fs 1 am, Sir, your very humble ſervant, x on 
P. LA ao. 
To John Henin, „in Mayor-Eled, Caventry, | a 


len © 3681462: +0 
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Ulveſton, Oct. 26, 17553. 

Dear SIR, 
Shall ſend you a fat doe, which I can command, and which I have order- 
ed to be killed on Friday, and to be brought here on Saturday morning; 
and I hope to get you three or four brace of pike. If you would have the doe 
on Saturday, you muſt ſend for her, and I ſhall leave directions with H. Ingram 
about it; otherwiſe W. Toms ſhall (if you do not ſend) bring her over with 
the fiſh, on Monday ſe'nnight, in the morning. I am ſorry I and my family 
cannot be with you, for it is quite impoſſible. We are packing up,,and our 
things go off on Tueſday morning, and we follow ſo as to be in town on Sa- 
turday or Sunday morning. I am obliged to be in town by to-morrow ſeven- 
night, as a great deal depends upon it; and the concern of ſending my family 
is ſuch, as I cannot commit to any body elſe. I dare ſay, by your letter, you 
was convinced it was impoſſible for me to be there. If I could, you may de- 
pend upon it I would. If you have any particular directions about ſending 
the veniſon and fiſh, let me know. We join in compliments, and I remain, 
dear Sir, your affectionate humble ſervant, 
JAMES HEWITT. 
To the Mayor-Elect, Coventry. pled £2 
Ulveſton, Oct. 28, 1755. 
Dear 8 I R, 

Quite approve of your inviting a certain perſon, and think you did right 
in the adviſing with Lord Archer, and your friends with you, and to be 
determined by their opinion, and the letter you had from Lord Archer: and 


J think you have done right in making an invitation without exception, or 


leaving out any one on my account, that were diſpoſed to be with you; and 
I am perfectly well ſatisfied in doing that which you have determined to car- 
ry into execution. I moſt heartily wiſh you well through your fatigue, and 


we are ſorry we cannot be with you. When all is over, and you have time, 


ſend us an account. We join in compliments, and I remain, dear Sir, your 


affectionate humble ſervant, 
| JAMES HEWITT. 


I do not mean you ſhould give any fee for the doe, but receive it without 


expence of any kind. 


Mr. 


1 
mein Nov. 1, 1755. 
Mr. MA Y OR, | 

Have received the honour of your kind invitation to dine with you on 
Tueſday next, with a ticket for Lady Betty, who hath been ſo ill that 
ſhe dares not undertake ſo long a journey; but ſhe deſires to join with me 
in returning our beſt thanks and compliments to you; and I am, with great 
reſpect, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, "WA 

H. ARCHER. 


SIR, | Tamworth, O&. 25, So 
R. Plaiſted and myſelf intend ourſelves the honour of waiting upon 
. Mr. Mayor, on Monday, as deſired. Mr. Edward Wolferſtan, and 
Mrs. Wolferſtan, and Mr. Broadgate, are all engaged. Whether Mr. 


Beardſley and his good Lady come, I have not yet learned; but if they do, 


they will probably accommodate themſelves at Mr. Taylor's, the china mer- 
chant. Miſs Wolferſtan's are obliged to you for your invitation, but have a 
family of relations juſt come in, which will prevent their intentions moſt pro- 


bably; ſo that Mr. Taylor will be r of HY his dear _—_— 


which I ſhall moſt truly lament. 
Iam, my good Sir, your very dutiful e 8. P I PE. 


To the Worſhipful John Hewitt, Eſq; Mayor- Elect, 8 10 


reren 2. 4 


7 he two following Letters relate 2 % the My ! Centlemen. Tas 


Received your letter, together with your invitation, and do promiſe GP 


the ' pleaſure of waiting upon you, as will the reſt of the Gentlemen you- 


have ſent to on this ſide the country. 1 yy ry n r anſwer your 


expectation, to the great ſatisfaction of, Sir, | 
Your moſt humble and on — A. D EA N E. 


. | 
I Am ordered by the muſi cal pally to POEM you, that they are very wil- 


ling to lend you all the afliſtance i in their power, af [your intended enter 
tainment for the Ladies, and have accordingly Grdered the bearer (our Breet. 
ſummoner) to attend with their books and inſtruments, 


Your moſt bumble ſervant. CHARLES PARKER. 


32 TD 

INS Bole-Hall, Nov. 2, 175 5. 

Dear STR, ; 

M. Plaiſted joins with me in returning you thanks 3 your kind 3 ins 
VI vitation, as likewiſe I congratulate you on your late acquired honoury, 
Your kind invitation, we ſhould have accepted on, but ſhe i is in a very ill ſtate 
of health. I be my compliments to Lord Peters, Mr. Taylor, &c. &c, &c. 
and tell them I wall think myfelf much honoured with yours and their com- 
pany at the next Tamworth aſſembly, of which I am ſteward, and which q 
will be on Monday the 17th of November. The family at Statfold all de- 

» fire their compliments. The Ladies I will perſuade to remain diſengaged, 
as I ſhall depend on the favour of your company. An anſwer by Mr. Pips. 
vill greatly oblige, ne Sir, your moſt obeckent humble ſervant, 


x Fe . E. ted 
7e the Wat Joha _—_ Eſq; 3 8 coden. | 


8 IR. 

As it not 15 Goa i Aenne L world hone done miyfelf-the 

pleaſure, and waited on you at Caventry 3. and although not now, 

hope. to: pay my compliments. Wiching you all the pleaſures and happineſs 

in life, in which Mrs. Wouenſtan j Joins, I am, Sir, your obedient bumble 
ſervant, fo Diſtiae: EDWARD Mir LS 


Tamworth, Nov. 3» 1755- 4iavec2  Hoifi-2 A n 

J a | 

BE Ff it this tn Was à brick Hobr, Giving the upper pat, oh which 
the Mayor's table was placed. I was obliged, in order to accommo- 
date my company, to floor it, which, with. the ſcaffolding far the muſic and 
concert; fitting and ſetting down new tables, with feats, coſt me 25 l. thaugk 
only for temporary uſe. My eonſtant attention as: tal en up in this buſi- 
neſs, the ſending out perſons into Staffordſhire, and ditferent counties, ta pro- 
cure game, wild fowl, fiſh, and veniſon, for more than. fourteen days. —I had 
at that period ſet on and employed a number of perſons in the manufactur- 
ing of ribbons: a few perſons had before. worked for the Be 
Leek, at the requeſt of © ſeveral Gegtlemen then living in Cheadl e, and the 
neighbourhood : I ſent them materials af the en ah an eſtabliſhed the 
trade on the ſame footing with, Leck and e Wbere 1 bad under- 
takers at the ſame time, a 
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Mr. Gravenor, Mr. Mumford, Mr. Chawner, and others whom I obliged 
in this important concern for the employment of the poor, bought and pro- 
cured for me all the cocks, hares, and wild fowl they could ſend me; and 
my friends at Yoxal and Bromley ſent me ſome excellent foreſt veniſon, from 
| Needwood. —— The day and evening before the ſhew of proviſions at St. 
Mary's, a general account of which being made out, I had the favour of a 
few ſele& and intimate friends to meet me there, who had offered their aſ- 
ſiſtance in the conducting and carrying into execution the plan I had previ- 
ouſly before committed to writing. Every Gentleman fixed on the table he 
would overſee, and the names of the waiters that were to attend at each ta- 
ble, were given to the Gentleman whoſe table they were fixed to attend up- 
on, with ſtri& orders not to be called away from that table they were appoint- 
ed to ſerve, The Gentlemen Overſeers were to receive the wine from the 
butler appointed for that purpoſe, under whoſe care the wine for the day way 
placed : the Claret and Madeira were in the keeping of another perſon, who 
was to deliver none out without a ſealed ticket, to prevent their being im- 
properly diſpoſed of. | 
We next proceeded to ſettle the bill of fare, according to the liſt of pro- 

viſions, both firſt and ſecond courſe. The ſervants belonging to the Mayor 
and Corporation, with ſuch additional aſſiſtants named and appointed to re- 
ceive the diſhes from the cooks, on the ſtair-caſe leading from the kitchen to 
the hall, and place them on the tables, in their turns, beginning at the 
Mayor's, Sheriffs', &c. according to ſeniority. - A tall proper perſon was to 
take each diſh from the ſervants, and place it upon the table, to prevent the 
Ladies who fat on the outſide from being incommoded, or their cloaths da- 
maged. The late Alderman Freeman undertook the calling the diſhes in 
order, as placed in the bill of fare, as aſſiſtant to his brother, whoſe duty it 
was to have taken that part of buſineſs for the day, and overſee the cooks, &c. 
| Proper perſons were appointed for the waiting and attending on the Ladies 
at tea and coffee, and the evening; and for preparing of negus, &c. and like- 
wiſe ſupper. | | | 
The punch had uſed to be made at the Mayor's houſe, and brought in a 

cowl, or tub :— For the more clean and convenient filling of the bowls, I 
ordered the punch to be put into caſks, and cocks for each, by which the 
bowls were much ſooner filled, and with leis trouble and waſte, 


[4] | The 


1 3 1 

The next buſineſs proceeded upon, was to take a view of the tables, in or- 
der to calculate what number each would conveniently accommodate, that in 
caſe of need farther accommodations or additions might be made ready. 
The tables were all lengthened as far as the great hall would admit of, The 
Mayor's table, and Mayoreſs's Parlour, for Ladies only. ſaving the Mayor and 
Chaplains. No Gentleman to place himſelf at the top of the long tables, it 
being indecent to fit. with his back towards the Ladies at the head table. 
Provided thoſe ſeats ſhould be wanted, Ladies of the firſt diſtinction to fit 
there, if no room at the Mayor's table.— The ſconces and chondeliers were 
borrowed from the churches, for illuminating the hall, which were lighted 
with wax candles, for preventing the cloaths of the Ladies who danced from 
being injured. Thirteen tables were calculated to receive 350 Gentlemen and 
200 Ladies. - We committed likewiſe to writing a bill of fare for each table. 

The following is an abſtract from thoſe papers. 


Firſt COURSE. Second COURSE. 


Fiſh - - - - - - - - 20| Hares <- - - - - = = 18 
Fat roaſted Pigs - - 18 |] Wild Fowl = - - = - = 18 
Haunches of Veniſon - - — 18 | Raiſed Cuſtards 
Necks of Ditto - = = =- 6 | Pickled Sturgeon | | 
Veniſon Paſties - <-> TS A „ .-, 20 
Fowls - - - - - - - 3o| Damſon Diſhes - - - - - 20 
Hams, in number - - 18] Lobſters and Crabs 928 „ 
Mince Pies - - - - - - 24 | Apple Pies - - - = — 20 
Udders - - = =- - 18 Wild Ducks, Wigeons, and Tame 
Tongues = =- = = =- - 18 Ducks 26 
Geeſe -= - =- = 20 | Jellies, Syllabubs and Sallads, as 
Turkeys, roaſted and boiled Stands on each Table - - 30 
Ribs of Beef, roaſted - - - 7 | | — 
Rumps of Ditto, ſtewed in Red | | 219 

Wine =- =, . 71 Fruits of the Seaſon, Nuts, Walnuts, 
— | Ke. were afterwards placed on the 
252 Tables. 
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All ſerved up under covers, being the firſt time that covers were uſed at a Mayor's feaſt in 
Coventry.— Six barre]s of oyſters were alſo provided for ſauces.—— Pipes and tobacco were 
excluded from the great hall, and mayoreſs's parlour, but admitted in the firſt and ſecond: 
council-houſe, the mercer's chapel, and the armoury. 


WINE 


L 3% Þ 
WINE and PUNCH. _ 4 


Six dozen of Claret Twelve gallons of Rum 
Six dozen of Madeira Five gallons of Brandy 

Twenty dozen of Port 4 Twelve dozen of Lemons 
Twelve dozen of White Wine 


An extra quantity was provided and uſed, on account of the ball and 
ſupper.— The proviſions, the night before the feaſt, were ornamented with a 
pleaſing variety of gilded ever-greens, when they were expoſed to public view 
to a large concourſe of perſons of the town and COUNT People of faſhion 
were treated with a glaſs of wine and cuſtard. | | 


The ee 18 abſtracted from the 'original bill of fare for the wit 
 courle, [The firſt is wanting. ] 


 Mayorels's PARLOUR. 


Head TABL E. 
1ſt Cocks Firſt T ABL. E. 
2d Sturgeon {| 1ſt Wild Fowl | 
3d Cuſtard 77 2d Sturgeon 
4th Apple Pie 3d Cuſtard 
5th Hare | 4th Apple Pie 
6th Lobſter | | 5th Lobſter 
Ith Damſon Pie te '6th Hare 217 CHEFS La 
8th Cuſtard | 7th Damſon Pie | (F242 
gth Ducks | | 8th. Lobſter | 2 15 
roth Tarts 4 th Cuſtard gels - 
11th Wild Fowl  toth Tarts | : 
» 12th Cuſtard - 11th Sturgeon 
13th Hare 8 | 12th Apple Pie 
14th Apple Pie | 13th Cuſtard 
15th Sturgeon =» - 14th Ducks 
16th Cocks | | 25th Damſon Pie 


+ + The ad Table the fame, | 


= 


Firſt 


[ 36; 1 


Firſt Middle TABLE, | 13th Hare 
14th Apple Pie 


at Wild Fowl | 15th Sturgeon | 
2d Sturgeon # F 46th Demon Þ; | 
4 Cuſtard n | 

Lon Lobſter | 8 2 b 
5th Apple Pie 2 1 5 —. 
6th Hare | | ben _ - 1 
th Damſon Pie hah tt 
8th Cuſtard | The ſecond middle table the ſame, 
gth Ducks which two tables were ſerved next af- 

4 | roth Tarts | ter the Mayor's table, ſome of the 

Fl. | | Tith Wild Fowl f Principal Gentlemen and Ladies hav- 

| 12th Cuſtard | ing ſeated themſelves there. 


Forty diſhes, placed according to the above order, were put down for two 
tables in the armoury, which were calculated to accommodate 100 Gentlemen. 
—- The Sheriffs table, and Sheriffs' wives table, the ſame as the two middle 

tables. The firſt and ſecond council houſe were calculated, with the Mercers' 

chapel, for 110 Gentlemen. 

The dinner was conducted with the greateſt order and exactneſs, and every 

perſon performed the part he undertook, and not the leaſt accident happened 
throughout the day. The marks of ſatisfaction were viſible on the ſmiling 
countenance of every individual throughout the company, amongſt whom 

unanimity and friendſhip ſeemed perfectly united, as if one and the lame ſen- 
timents poſſeſſed their minds. 

Alfter dinner was over, the health of the King and Royal Family being drank, 
and the Ladies preſent delivered to the Gentlemen of each table, by the ſword 
and mace-bearers, according to cuſtom I went to pay my reſpects and thanks to 
my friends, for the honour done me, in favouring me with their company, 

and enquired if there had been any thing wanting, or that I could order 
them to be ſerved with. Having finiſhed my long journey to and round e- 
very table in the great hall, the ſeveral rooms, armoury, and down to the 
= | ' Mercers' chapel, I returned to my feat, and the company were entertained 
=_ with a band of muſic, which I had added to the city muſicians for the day, 


Be notice was given that the ſervants with torches, the regalia and muſic, 
were 
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were ready to attend me to my houſe. After having laid aſide the robes of 
office, and depoſited the enſigns of dignity, I dreſſed for the ball, put off the 
juſtice's wig, and returned to my company once more in the dreſs of a young 
man. Having provided for neceſſaries that would be wanting, I left the 
whole to the care and direction of my friends and ſervants, and immediately 
entered into the ſociety of the fair Ladies: And to attend on the honourable 
Lady, who was engaged to honour me with her hand for the night, —the ho- 
nourable Miſs Archer. During the time of tea and coffee, Which was pre- 
pared in the Mayoreſs's Parlour, the tables and benches in the great hall were 


removed, and the floor made clean from any thing that might have fallen 


from the tables ; and candles were immediately lighted. Upon the command 
of the Ladies being given out, the muſic took their ſeats that had been pre- 
pared for them, and I opened the ball with a minuet, along with Miſs Ar- 


cher. Minuets having been danced by all that choſe it, country dances be- 


gan, and continued until ten o'clock, when ſupper was ready. During the 


time of dancing, Lord Archer, Mr. Grove, Mr. Greatheed, Mr. J. Bird, and 


all the principal Gentlemen, retired to the Mayoreſs's Parlour, and ſpent the 
evening moſt cordially together, expreſſing their great ſatisfaction in having 


ſpent a moſt agreeable day. Supper being over, the Gentlemen waited the. 


commands of the Ladies. After a very little time ſpent in taking a chearful 
glaſs, to the health of their favourite, they advanced to take their fair part- 
ners by the hand, and conducted them to their ſtations, as before, to renew 
country dances, which continued until paſt three o'clock, by a moſt reſpect- 
able ſet, among whom were Miſs Archer, the ſiſters of Sir James Wright, 
Miſs Wilberforce, Miſs Garth, Miſs Hubart, Miſs Birch's, Mrs. Palmer, 
&c. &c. &c,— General Sir Eyre Coote, and Major Adams, took their leave 
of their friends, and marched that morning, with their company, (which had 
been raiſed in Coventry), in order to embark on their firſt voyage to the 


Eaſt-Indies. 


The principal noble perſons, Ladies and Gentlemen, breakfaſted at my 


houſe the ſame morning, and from thence went to St. Mary's Hall, where 


they were entertained with a concert of muſic. After which they took leave, 
and ſet out for their reſpective ſeats. 
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As the price of proviſions at this time may not be thought improper, as 


placed after the foregoing particulars, I have added a ſhort ſketch, as well as 
of game, fiſh, fowls, &c. | 


Malt, at 3s. and 38. 2d. per Buſhel, Wheat 4s. gd. ditto. 

Beef, the beſt pieces, at 2d. halfpenny and 3d. per lb. Beef Suet 4d. ditto 

Very fine Neat's Tongues at 10d. and 1s. each. Udders 14d. each. 

Pork at 3d. farthing per Ib. Hams 4d. halfpenny and 5 d. per lb. 

Freſh Salmon, very fine, at 4d. halfpenny per lb. Tench and Carp at 4d. 

A Brace of Does, four guineas, and three guineas and a half. 

Eggs 45s. per hundred. Freſh churn'd Butter 18. 4d. for 21b. 1-half, or 
5d. halfpenny per Ib. : 

Large Chickens gd. and rod. per couple. Grown Fowls 18. 3d. ditto 

Turkeys 3s and 3s. 3d. each. Geeſe 28. and 2s. 4d. Ducks 14d. and 
16d. per couple. Fat roaſting Pigs at 2s. and 2s. 2d. each. 


The price of game and wild fowl, ſent from Cheadle, Uttoxeter, and the foreſts. 
Bought at Uttoxeter, fix couple of cocks, and two brace of birds, at 15s. 4d. 
One brace of hares, 38. 10d. 

At Cheadle, on the Moors, ſeven couple of cocks, 17s. 1d. 
Three brace of hares, 9s. Six couple of fnipes, 3s. 7d. 
One brace and a half of birds, 1s. 

Wild ducks, widgeons, &c. were at that time equally plentiful and cheap, 


N. B. In the year 1755, wheat ſold for 45. 9d. per buſhel; in the end of 1756, 6s. 9d. 
and in the year 1761, as low as 28. gd. the average price. 


His Grace the Duke of Grafton, then Recorder, ſent a brace of does, and 
ſeveral couples of cocks, from the foreſt of Needwood, which were very fine, 
being taken in ſprings. Thomas Lord Archer ſent a doe, mw couple of 
cocks, three brace of large carp, and three brace of hares. 

Gentlemen of the town and country, ſent in hares, cocks and birds. 

There was a ſuperfluous quantity of game and veniſon, with which I after- 
wards entertained my friends who gave me their aſſiſtance. 


The total of the number of hares, birds, cocks, &c. 
Twenty brace of birds. Sixteen brace of hares. 
Thirty-fix couple of cocks and ſnipes, Eight couple ot wild ducks. 

| The 


U 
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The French claret I purchaſed in Scotland, for 30s. per dozen. The 

wines, rum and brandy, from the importers; port, at 341. per pipe; moun- 
tain, at 30l. the but; rums and brandies, at 9s. and 108. per gallon. 


Having got through the buſineſs of the day of entertainment, and diſcharg- 
ed all the perſons employed on the occaſion ; in order to recollect myſelf, and 
recover myſelf from the fatigue and anxiety of mind I had undergone, before 
I ſeriouſly entered upon the duties of my office, which I could not with pro- 
priety do, as a juſtice of the peace, until I had taken the uſual oaths, at the 
general quarter ſeſſions, as the qualification required by law. Having requeſt- 
ed the favour of my brethren to a& for me in my abſence, I determined to 
perform my promiſes made to my friends from Umberſlade, Warwick, Bir- 
mingham, and Tamworth, to return their favours, by viſiting them in the 
mean while; and in which excurſion I was moſt agreeably and reſpectably 
received and entertained. 


The Mayor, Aldermen, Common-Council, &c, &c. in the 
Year 1755 and 1756. 


John Hewitt, jun. Mayor Mr. William Hewitt 
Thomas Oldham, ſen. Alderman Sheriffs, J. Lucas, and E. Bibbins, j jun. 
John Ward, Alderman Chamberlains, 
Thomas Brockhurſt, Alderman | Wardens, 
John Kirkman, Alderman The Recorder, his Grace the late 
Edward Freeman, Alderman Duke of Grafton 
John Hewitt, ſen. Alderman Steward, Mr. Serjeant Willes, late 
Ezekiel Kendrick, Alderman Lord Chief Baron 
Thomas Lightbourne, Alderman Town Clerk, Joſeph Hewitt, Gent. 
William Porter, Alderman High Conſtable, John Spell 
John Bromley, Alderman Sword Bearer, William Smith 
Council-Houſe Men, | Mace Bearer, John Fawſon 
Mr. Thomas Boyce Mrs. Mayoreſs's Serjeant, and Second 
Mr. John Shaw, ſen. Mace Bearer, Thomas Luckman 
Mr. Edward Bibbins, ſen. Cryer of the Court, Edward Berry 
Mr. Thomas Oldham, jun. City Cryer, Samuel Lindon 
Mr. Samuel Oldham | Biddle, Edward Mazey 
Mr, George Porter | BF 
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The Clergy, both Church and Diſſenters. 


7 The Vicar of the Pariſh of St. Michael, the Rev. Mr. Edwards, who died in 
1 . the year 1756, and was ſucceeded by the Rev. Dr. Parker. 
The Vicar of the Pariſh of the Holy Trinity, the Rev. Mr. Gerrard. 
2 1 1 Pariſh of St. John, and Maſters of the free Grammar School, the Rev. 
1 r. Jackfon, Head Maſter; the Rev. Timothy Wyld, Under Maſter. 
1 of the Great Meeting, the Rev. Mr. F cher, and the Rev. Mr. 
Atkinſon. 
Meeting-Houſe in Vicar Lane, the Rev. Mr. Patrick Simſon. 
Meeting-Houſe in Jordan-Well, the Rev. Mr. John Butterworth. 


Some Particulars of the State of Coventry, in the Year 1737. 


Streets. Houſes, Families, Streets. | Houſes. Families. 
Biſhop-ſtreet - = = + 56 62 Vicar-lane - - - - - 10 l2 
Silver-ſtreet <= - - - 15 15 Fleet-ſtreet - - - - 46 6 
Cook-ſtreet - = < - 35 5o I Little-park-ſtreet = - - - 100 166 
Rude- lane 7 O CR o - 46 * $0 
Angliſh-lane - <- - - 18 13 |} Much-park-ſtreet - - - - 102 150 
Well-ſtreet - - - - - 50 60 Dead-lane - - - - - 50 50 
St. John's Bridge 25 27 Smithford-ſtreet - - - 98 138 
Croſs-Cheap ing 60 71 Jordan-well-ſtreet and courts 50 69 
Palmer-la ine 20 20 Hithermoſt Gos ford ſtreet - 195 138 
Butchers'-row - - = = 29 44 
Priory - - = - = = 28 32 1 


Church-yard, or Priory-row Without the gates, which were then ſtanding. 


To CT V . ( 
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Derby- lane 14 12 
Broad- gate 14 14 Streets. Houſes. Families. 
Weſt Orchard 58 60 Without Biſhop-ſtreet gate - 12 17 
New-ſtreet - - - - = 64 68 ——- Well-ſtreet ditto - 9 12 
Mill-lane e 60 78 — —- Hill-ſtreet ditto - 10 Þ 
High-ſtreet - - - <- - 140 176 - —— Spon-ſtreet ditto - 200 252 
Greyfriars*-lane - = = 88 120 Crow-lane - - - 8 
Hay-lane = - = = = 36 40 | —— Much-park-ſtreet ditto 3 3 
Bailey-lane e 34 39 —— Gosford-ſftreet ditto 60 70 


* The above to be read after the State of the Corporation, page 72. 
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The ſeſſions being over, and having taken the oaths of office, I immedi- 
ately proceeded to enter upon the important duties thereof; and to put the 
laws ſtrictly into execution, in the firſt place, for the preventing of the pro- 
phanation of the Sabbath, the unlawful frequenting of gaming-houſes, and 
putting a ſtop to the practiſing the ſame, I cauſed the following advertiſe- 
ment to be inſerted in the public papers, and copies of the ſame to be print- 
ed, and ſtuck up throughout the city and county: 


CIT V of COVENTRY. 


HEREAS the practice of vice, prophaneneſs, and immorality, do ma- 
nifeſtly increaſe in this city and county, to the ſcandal of all civil ſo- 
ciety, and to the ſhame and reproach of all Chriſtians; the Magiſtrates there- 
fore of this city and county, the more effectually to diſcharge their duty 
herein, have thought proper in this public manner to declare, That it is 
their firm purpoſe and reſolution, with ſtrictneſs and ſeverity, to put in exe- 
cution the laws againſt prophane ſwearing, curſing, drunkenneſs, lewdneſs, 
and other immoralities : and to ſuppreſs the playing at cards, dice, tables, 
tennis, coits, ſkittles, nine-pins, billiards, ſhuffle- boards, horſe-races, foot- 
races, cock-fightings, dog-matches, and other unlawful games: and to puniſh 
all butchers, barbers, and other tradeſmen, who ſhall be guilty of buying, 
ſelling, or otherwiſe uſing their trades or callings on the Lord's-day. And 
do ſtrictly diſcharge and forbid all perſons keeping taverns, inns, alehouſes, 
and other places of public reſort, to permit or ſuffer any the offences aforeſaid 
in their reſpective houſes or yards, upon pon of Fong LISA with the 
utmoſt ſeverity of the laws. | 

If any one ſhall keep or ſuffer unlawful games in his bouſe, or ground, the 
penalty or forfeiture is forty ſhillings.—The perſon that haunts or frequents 
ſuch houſe or ground, to forfeit ſix ſhillings and eight-pence. 

If alehouſe-keepers, or victuallers, ſuffer tipling in their houſes, to be ſup- 
preſſed, and to forfeit ten ſhillings he perſons there found tipling, to for- 
feit three ſhillings and four- pence. 

If butchers, barbers, or other tradeſmen, uſe their trades on the Lord's-day, 
the penalty is five ſhillings, ; 

Soldiers, ſeamen; or labourers; convicted of prophane curſing and ſwearing, 
to pay one ſhilling, or fit in the ſtocks one hour. | 

f Any 
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Any perſon giving information againſt any one that is guilty of tipling on 
Sunday, during divine ſervice, or any time of the ſame day or evening, ſhall 
be intitled to two ſhillings and fix-pence on conviction, and five ſhillings on. 
the conviction of any publican that ſuffers ſuch tipling in his houſe. — Ap- 
prentices and journeymen giving information, ſhall be rewarded, and protect- 

ed from the diſpleaſure of their maſters. | 


JOHN HEWITT, Jun. Mayor. 


I likewiſe ſent to the officers of the different pariſhes in the ſaid city, and 
gave them ſtrict orders to do their duty, as the law required of them, every 
Sunday, to ſee that the orders I had publiſhed were ſtrictly attended to; and 

for my ſatisfaction, to make a return in writing of all offenders. A copy 
of one of their returns is here inſerted, as a proof of their doing their duty, 
and paying obedience to my commands, 


SI R, 


* Churchwardens and Overſeers of the Poor ofthe pariſh of St. Mi- 

chael, whoſe names are under-written, think it their duty to inform 
you, that at the under-mentioned houſes, on Sunday morning laſt, during 
the time of divine ſervice, they found ſundry perſons tipling ; but particu- 
larly at the Widow Moore's; her houſe was full of company. We truſt 
you, and the other Gentlemen, will fine them as the law directs, or other- 
wiſe reprimand them. 

St. Michael's Veftry, April 9, 1759. 

Arnold's, at the Holly -Buſh, Gosford-ſtreet. 

Higginſon's, at the Roſe, in Much-park-ſtreet. 

Widow Moore's, at St. Patrick's, Ditto 

Benjamin Barwell's, Gosford-ſtreet. 


At Widow Holmes's, at the Black Horſe, we found Job Atkins Fane 
who abuſed the Officers with ill language, but he was not drinking there. 


John Abell Joſeph Gray 
Charles Parker John Caſhmore 
Thomas Gilbert Richard Langham 
Samuel Holyland 


The 
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The next part of my particular duty, I gave ſtrict and immediate orders for 
the cauſing all weights and meaſures to be brought before me, to be examin- 
ed and tried by the ſtandard, according to the ſtatute of Wincheſter ; and 
appointed new clerks of the market, according to the act then in being, with 
ſtrict directions to be diligent in their duty in attending on the market, par- 
ticularly the corn market; and publiſhed an abſtract from the laws reſpecting 
foreſtallers, &c. After having waited fix weeks or more to give every one 
time to have their weights and meaſures to be tried, and put to rights; and 
for the new clerks of the market to be acquainted with their duty ; without 
giving any formal notice, I commanced unexpectedly the attendance of my 
ſervants, with a proper number of aſſiſtants, and immediately went out to ex- 
amine meaſures and mugs at the public ale-houſes; and where any were 
found deficient in meaſure, I ordered them into the ſtreet, and cauſed them 
to be publickly broke to pieces before the doors of the owners. Where any 
nine-pins or ſkittle-alleys were kept and found, they were ſeized ; and I had 
a fire made, and burnt them before my own houſe ; and the greateſt offenders 
were convicted, and ſuſpended from ſelling ale, &c. Upon an attempt being 
made, and a ſtage erected in the coal-pit field, I cauſed the bruiſers to be 
taken into cuſtody, and find ſureties for their future good behaviour. The 
public houſes were likewiſe ſuſpended, on whoſe ground the ſtage was erect- 
ed, and the mob aſſembled. Colliers, who were the fear and dread of magiſ- 


trates before, by a proper exertion of my power, dared not to reſiſt a peace- 


officer that held forth my authority in his hand. 

The bakers next became the objects of attention, and with my ſervants 1 
went to every one's ſhop, and cauſed their bread to be brought and weighed 
by the ſtandard that was placed in the ſtreet ; Every perſon whoſe bread was 
deficient, their names being already entered i in a book, the bread that was too 
light was entered alſo, with the deficiency: And having gone through the 
city and county, all offenders were immediately ſummoned to attend at the 
Mayor's-Parlour, and paid their reſpeQive fines, which were immediately di- 
vided, and given to the ſword and mace-bearer, who paid the other ſervants 
and aſſiſtants according to their merit. I took care to give no one cauſe to 
ſay I had exceeded my authority, or ſhewed the leaſt partiality to any one in 
the execution thereof ; by which I eſtabliſhed my reputation as a magiſtrate, 
and ever after I found leſs trouble and difficulty in the putting the laws into 


execution, whenever neceſſity required a more than ordinary exertion of 
my 


„„ 
my power. [As theſe ſame orders were conſtantly given by me, in the ſe- 
veral years J ſerved the office of Mayor, a ſpecimen of one year will ſhew 
the proceedings in each. ] 
I ſoon found I had other employ upon my hands, being called by govern- 
ment for my aid and afliſtance in the preſſing and entering of ſeamen, and 
the railing of landmen, which is the ſubject of a following chapter. 


City of Coventry. At the Council there held, the 16th of March, 1756. 


Mr. Alderman Oldham, Mr. Alderman Ward, Mr. Alderman Lightboun, 
Mr. Shaw, or any other member of this houſe, are deſired to view the 
City gates, and report the ſame to this houſe. 


By order of the Mayor, &c. 
JOSEPH HEWITT, City-Clerk. 


A view was taken, and the report was accordingly made to the council- 
houſe. New-gate was thought to be in a dangerous ſtate, the others not 10. 
The ruin of the gates proceeded from the permitting poor perſons to have 
apartments in them, and who ſtole the iron cramps that held the ſtone- work 
together; and likewiſe the making gardens on the tops of the towers and 
battlements, by which the wet being confined that fell upon the mould, &c. 
penetrated and decayed the mortar. Spon-gate and Greyiriars-gate were 
exceedingly uſeful at this time, and were in fine condition. The firſt I had 
appropriated for a guard-room, for General Lambton's regiment, then raiſing 
in Coventry, and guard-beds were placed therein, and a proper room for 
confinement. Greyfriars-gate was uſed as a ſtore-room. | 

The re-building of New-gate was reſolved on, and ſeveral elegant plans 
were drawn, and delivered for approbation. The croud of buſineſs that 
came on immediately, prevented the execution, and called away my attention 
for that year; and the death of Alderman Oldham, which happened that 
ſummer, left me to contend with his opponents, there being then a diviſion 
in the corporation, which originated and had continued from the death of 
Alderman Hunt, general receiver for the county of Warwick. Alderman 
Freeman, then but a junior magiſtrate, ſolicited Lord Archer to obtain it for 
him. Alderman Oldham, my father, and their friends, obtained the grant 
for Mr. Birch, and he agreed to 28 up the town- e to Mr. Hewitt, 


whom 
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whom I firſt introduced into the corporation, by having at that time mb 
him under-ſheriff. This diſappointment Alderman Freeman never forgot, 
nor forgave Lord Archer, Alderman Kirkman was another diſappointed 
Alderman, but he was ſoon pacified by Mr. Birch ſubmitting that he ſhould 
have 20001. of the tax conſtantly in his hands, and Lord Archer procured 
him likewiſe a conſiderable ſhare in exciſe- money. 

The deaths of Dr. Jackſon and Mr. Edwards happened in this year of my 
mayoralty, and a ſtrong conteſt appeared at firſt for the ſchool and St. Mi- 
chael's vicarage, which I ſoon put a ſtop to by giving up my own choice of 
a friend, to oblige the pariſh, who ſolicited to have Dr. Parker; and went 
with him to Umberſlade, to ſolicit Lord Archer to uſe his intereſt in his 
favour, and who immediately obtained that living for him: And the free- 
ſchool, at the requeſt of a great majority of my friends who ſupported me, 
was given to the late Dr. Edwards, who ſucceeded Dr. Jackſon as head- 
maſter thereof. Though I was ſtrongly preſſed to accept the vacant Alder- 
manſhip, I inſiſted on Mr. Thomas Oldham, the late Mayor, to ſucceed' his 
father according to his ſeniority, though a Mayor in the chair had frequently 
accepted the offer, which had occaſioned diſguſt. In order to ſecure my in- 
tereſt, I took care to ſee my friends ſafely ſeated before me, and did not accept 
an Aldermanſhip until the death of Alderman Lightboun, I being then the 
only one qualified to accept it ; and which made the third vacancy in that year. 


The following Scraps of a few Particulars I have placed together, as they re- 
late to the Years 1756, 1758, 1759. 1760, and e and may be occa- 
ſionally referred to. 


Copy of a Letter ent to me from Mr. John Ingram, of Bewdley, dated 
October 12, 1761. 

SI R, 

Have found a deed, dated December the 7th, 1676, reciting, That Wal- 

ter Lord Aſton, and his anceſtors, claimed a chief-rent of four ſhillings a 
year out of a houſe in Gosford- ſtreet, in Coventry, then in poſſeſſion of Joſeph 
Ceeley: It is witneſſed that Joſeph Ceeley thereby confirmed the ſaid rent, 
to be iſſuing out of that houſe, and thereby covenanted to pay it. And I can 
prove the late Lord Aſton received it from 1676 to 1747. 

Sign'd, Your humble Servant, JOHN INGRAM. 
N. B. I do not recolle& what was done upon it. 
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A Copy of the Order of 
the Proceſſion, on the pre- 
ſent King's Coronation -day, 
as celebrated at Coventry in 
the Year 1761 ; which was 
printed, and diſtributed to 
the ſeveral Companies. 


The Guards in Armour. 


The Boys in Baker's and Bil- 


lings's Charity. 
Their Maſter. 
The Bablake Boys. 
Their Maſter. 
The Jerſey Combers. 
The Biſhop. 
TheJerſeyCombers Company. 
Silk- Weavers Ditto. 
Tammy- Weavers Ditto. 
Carpenters Ditto. 
Bakers Ditto. 
Shoemakers Ditto. 
Maſons and Tilers Ditto. 
Fellmongers Ditto. 
Butchers Ditto. 
Ironmongers and Sadlers Ditto. 
Hatters Ditto. 
Taylors Ditto. 
Clothiers Ditto. 
Smiths Ditto. 
Drapers Ditto. 
Mercers Ditto. 
Corporation. 


The companies are deſired, 
by the Rt. Worſhipful John 
Hewitt, Eſq; Mayor, to meet 


was played off at the croſs. 


=. 


at St. Mary's-hall at one o'clock ; the pro- 


ceſſion to begin from thence at two, and form 
in the great church-yard ; to proceed round 
the church-yard, Bayley-lane, High-ſtreet, 
and by Weſt-orchard, to the Crofs ; from 
thence through Broad -gate, High-ſtreet, Hay- 
lane, and return to the hall again, where the 
Gentlemen attending the Proceſſion are de- 
fired to drink their Majeſties healths. 


In the evening the city was elegantly illu- 
minated, and a noble exhibition of fire-works 
The conduits 
ran wine for the populace to drink their Ma- 


jeſties healths, and the ſtreets re-echoed with 
the ſong, God ſave great George our King, &c. 
For the playing off the fire-works, a ſtage 


was erected, with a grand triumphal arch, at 
the croſs, decorated with the effegies of the 
King and Queen, trophies, and other marks 
of loyalty, ſuitable to the day. Amongſt o- 
ther ingenious repreſentations, was a ſun, 


large and ſmall wheels, a horizontal well, fire 


pumps, line-rockets, ſky-rockets, and innu- 
merable other devices. Near the concluſion, 
by accident, ſome ſparks of fire fell into the 
arſenal box, that contained the remaining 
part of the combuſtible ſtores, ſerpents, rock- 
ets, &c. and occaſioned a general exploſion, 


by which the innumerable ſpectators were 


thrown into a general conſternation ; though 
many rejoiced, and ſhouted, believing it to 
be deſigned to repreſent the ſpringing of a 
mine, which it very naturally repreſented, 
The whole remains of the works being blown 
nd d iſperſed in different directions, without 
aoing any injury to any one; the Mayor and 
Corporation, 


a 
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Corporation, and the principal Gentlemen, repaired to the Mayor' s-parlour, 


where an extraordinary band of muſic was placed, to render the evening 


pleaſing, and joyfully to conclude a day, which had been throughout an un- 
interrupted ſcene of joy, unanimity and conviviality. 


The following is a Copy of the total Number of Freemen polled 
in each Ward, in Coventry, in 1761, with the State of the Poll, upon the 


Caſt-up, when finiſhed. Candidates, the Hon. A. Archer, Eſq; F. * 5 


Eſq; and Vm. Grove, Eſq; 

A. H. G. 
Gosford-ſtreet Ward = 56 
Jordan-Well Ward = - = = = = 79 = 
Much-park-ſtreet Ward = =- = = = 88 96 48 
Earl-ſtreet Ward - - - = - - 86 98 59 
Bayley-lane Ward - = = = = = = 22ͤĩ K 23 
Broad-gate Ward 8 3 41 
Smithford-ſtreet Ward = - = = - = 40 43 22 
Spon-ſtreet Ward = = = | 66 
Croſs-Cheaping War 83 92 79 
Biſhop- ſtreet Ward 93 
Out Veerrrre ee ES 84 


994 1079 608 


City and County of EBTOR to J. Hewitt, Mayor, for his journey to 
Coventry, to wit. London, to oppoſe the petition then before the 
Houſe of Parliament, for repairing Watling-ſtreet road, and attending and 
ſoliciting many of our friends there, for that purpole : The expences up 
and down (being out ſeven weeks), and while in town, beſides the trouble 

and loſs of time, amount to at leaſt 121. 128. 

The above account was drawn by James Birch, Eſq; and an order was made 
by the juſtices, for the immediate payment of the money, which was done with 
great chearfulneſs; and thanks given me for the unremitting pains I had taken. 

County of EBTOR to J. Hewitt, Mayor: To caſh paid by him, 
COVENTRY, 
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November 1, 1760, to May 15, 1761, £. 8 15 9 

Coventry, to wit. IT is this day ordered that Mr. Birch do pay the ſame, 
and it ſhall be allowed in his treaſurer's account for this county. 

THE 


” 
— — — 
— — — Kat NE . 
— — — 


for the relief of vagrants, and caſualty poor, from 


a8 ] 


HE following is a part of the ſubſcription, in the year to pur- 

chaſe bread and coals, for the uſe of the poor of the city of Coventry, 

with a ſpecimen of the manner of the diſpoſal of the ſame in Gosford- ſtreet 

Ward. [The other Ward Accounts, &c. are not in the author's poſſeſſion, 

being either loſt or miſlaid.] The money was laid out in coals and bread, 

and fold out at half prime coſt, or leſs, to ſuch of the Is, without 
diſtinction, who ſtood in need thereof. 


X c0000$000000000000@w0 0 


| | „ 8.4 | 1 
HE Members 200 Oo o | Mr. Thomas Dibbs „„ 
The Corporation 30 e O Mr, John Beynon— 2 2 
Mr. Mayor — 4 5 9  CognlePor Green «£270 
Mr. Alderman Brockburſt 5 $5 o | The Rev. Mr. Williams 1 1 
Mr. Alderman Kirkman 15 15 0 Mrs. Villers = -- 1 1 
Mr. Alderman F reeman 5 $5 oO Mr. William Oſborne - 2 2 
Mr. Nutt - - 4 4 o | Mr, William Grant «>... 40-8 
Mr. Minſter - - 4 .4 01 Mr, William Daniel - 2 2 
Mr. Remington 5 5 0 Mr. James Soden' = = -2 2 
Meſſ. Oldham and Co. - 7 7 © | Mrs, Groſſveno - - 2 2 
Mr. Parker — - 3 3 ⸗ | Mr. Dulliſon - e 
Mr. Villers - - 5 5 o | Mr, Samuel Moore =) 21, 1 
Mr. Stanton — - 5 5 of Mr. Simpſon - =" 0.18 
Mr. Burgh = = 2 2 © | Mr. Cratern — 4 
Mr. Lloyd - — 2 2 © | Mr. Breedon - --- 0 26 
Mr. Joſeph Hewitt - $5 5 Mr. Brinſdon Sw». 
Mr. Gulſon — - $5 5 of Mr. Buley — „ 
Mr. Craner - - 3 3 © | Mr. Cooke ay: 
Mr. Reader - - 3 3 0 | Mr. Goode - - 5 
Gosford- ſtreet Ward. | di. th 
| Diſpoſed of bread — 25 12 1 
OL AT 21 
Received by part of ſub- | | 7K Li 
ſcription — — — 24 15 © 4 0 2 
By ſale of coals and bread 20 14 +. 20 14 2 
45 9 #] Sold under prime coſt, to 
„5 the poor's benefit — 26 6 o© 
Expences of weighing coals, delivering tickets, 
47 © 2 and loſs of weight, amounted to 128. 11d, 


'(.49 


Se De NGNGNGLNENEDICLVEDYEs ENGENED 


The following is the ancient Account and Rochen State "of 
Coventry, with Abſtratts from the Freeman s and Cham- 


-berlain's Oaths, and ſome Abſtracts 9 the a and 
Franch? en t thereunto belonging. ang e 


I: the year 1759, being in my ſecond mayoralty, che Hunters 
being under difficulty on the account of numberleſs complaints from 
the freemen». againſt treſpaſſers on the common, upen Whoſe . 
tion I deen the following addreſs. | * 


3 PUBLIC | 
AS the motives for my public declaration of joining with the freemen 
ol this city, in aſſerting and protecting their rights of common, dc. may 
to ſome appear a little eien I therefore think it p aupue A to 
publiſh my reaſons for ſo doing. 

The chamberlain firſt applied to me for my aſlifinee; being Jer 
ſome difficulties, owing to ſome ſreemen having put on the Lammas 
grounds, &c. a conſiderable number more than the ſtinted allowance, as 
well as divers perſons who had no right at all. The freemen'themfſetves 
likewiſe applied to me on the ſame account, whom to ſerve L gave 
advice, and likewiſe attended the firſt day's marking to be ready t to aſſiſt 
the chamberlain wherein it might be neceſſary. This gave me an op- 
portunity of examining how far the freemen's complaints were founded 
on truth, which I found, on undoubted evidence, to ſtand as follows: 

That many perſons who have not the leaſt pretence of right, had, for 
a conſiderable time, turned on, in their own names, both cows: and 
horſes. That many ſreemen had ten, or more, head of cattle on the 
commons above their ſtint, having been ſathered, or entered in the 
books, in other perſons names. And that the turf on the commons had 
been greatly deſtroyed by being carried off, with conſiderable quantities 
of ſoil, without any reparation being made thereon. Theſe are er 
which no perſon will ſay ought nat to be redreſſet. 

1 have taken ſon pains to enquire, and examine, to whom the ri ght 
and privilege of common belongs, and as follows have given my — 
timents thereon, to ſupport and maintain which, I wall j join with the 
freemen of this city, in proſecuting all treſpaſſers. we ITY iſt 


( 


1ſt, That no perſon, not having a right to vote at the election of citi- 
zens to ſerve in parliament, hath, or can have, a right to turn on either 
cow or horſe on any of the commons belonging to this city. 
2d, That no freeman hath a right to turn on the commons more than 
two cows and one horſe, or two horſes and one cow. 
gd, That any ſworn freeman permitting another to put on 1n his 
name, is forſworn. and liable to be puniſhed according. 
Coventry, Sept. 29, 17359. JOHN HEWITT, Dione 
N. B. As to the ſetting up of ricks, &c. on the Lammas grounds, I 
think it is a liberty every one ought to be allowed on his own property ; 
as well as time to carry off any crop he may have growing thereon, tho' 
not ripe on Lammas-day. The laying of dunghils on the commons is 
not only detrimental and offenſive to the public, as a nuſance, but like- 
wiſe deſtructive of the public roads, by being carried off in the winter: 
the highway levies in this city have already been too high to need any 
addition, for the ſake of private or particular conveniencies Any mo- 
nies given, or accepted, for the permitting theſe treſpaſles, is unjuſtiha- 
ble, as well in the giver as the receiver of luch monies ; and can be con- 
ſidered only as a bribe, to ſell the rights of the freeman. Nothing that 
is here ſaid, is meant to deprive any man of his privileges, as a freeman, 
though not inrolled, provided he hath a juſt right ſo to be, and hath 
not. heretofore been rejected, 


*The right of voting at elections for repreſentatives in Parliament 


ſor this city, hath ſince been ſettled by a late act of parliament, and, 


which is perfectly agreeable to the ſentiments I had at that time, and 
which Iever maintained as my opinion; but this I ſhall treat of more 


day! in I detail of Rubens. 


— — — — — 


A copy of the oath of a Freeman of Coventry. 
I, do ſincerely promiſe, and ſwear, that I will 
be faithful, and bear true allegiance to his majeſty king 
and that I will be obedient unto the mayor, and magiſtrates of this city; 
the lands, liberties, franchiſes, and lawful cuſtoms thereof I will main- 
tain, and the ſame in all that I can or may lawſully defend, and 
keep harmleſs ; I will be tributary to all contributions, taxes, tallages, 


ſummons, watch {cot 10 lot, and all other charges to be laid within this 
City 


( 


city, bearing my part, as any other freeman ſnhall, or ought; I will 
maintain and defend the king's peace in that I may; and if I ſhall know 
of any gatherings, or conſpiracies, moved or made againſt the king's 
peace, I will let the mayor, or juſtices, of this city know the ſame; I 
will not with-hold, or impair, or conceal the with-holding, or impair- 
ing any evidences, or charters: belonging to this city, but will warn the 
mayor or juſtices of this city of the ſame; I will not colourably bear, or 
ſeem to bear, or allow any horſe, mare, gelding, colt, filley, cow, or 
heifer, or other cattle of any other man's, but of my own, upon any 
of the commons of this city. All which points and articles I do {wear 
well and truly to keep, according to the laws of God and this realm, 
and the luv ful cuſtoms of this city. So help me God. 
Ad mitted and ſworn in couneil / The day of ait 2:87 
a Citizen and Freeman, | ot Mayor. 


Copy of the Chamberlain's oath. | bref 

You ſhall. be good and true to our ſovereign lord king George, alſo 
you {hal} be good and true to the mayor, bailiffs, and eommonalty of 
the city of Coventry, and to the franchiſes, liberties, and - privileges of 
the ſame, and the ſame deſend and maintain to the beſt of your powers; 
and the office of chamberlain of this city, for this year following, you 
hall well and truly execute, and you ſhall pay to the city officers Tuch 
fees and duties as your predeceſſors, chamblerlains of this city, have 
yearly uſed to pay; and you ſhall not take upon you to break up any 
commons at Lammas, or any other time, but by the advice of the mayor 
and counſel of this city; and you ſhall not to your knowledge ſuffer any 
perſon, or perſons, of this city, to have going upon the commons be- 


longing to this city, above two kyne and one gelding, or two geldings 


and one cow, and no other cattle, according to the ancient cuſlom of 


this city; and once in every week, during the time of your office. you 


ſhall drive, or cauſe to be driven, or viewed, the ſaid commons, and 
the offenders therein puniſh. And all acts and ordinances made at leets 


within this city, touching the good order af the commons belonging 
to the ſame. you ſhall to the uttermoſt of your power lee to be duly ex- 


ecuted, and eſpecially that you take for every ſheep that you ſhall im- 
pound. or cauſe to be impounded: for going upon the commons, that 
ſhall be known. or proved to be willully or wittingly put on, or kept 


d 
See abſtracts from manuſcripts taken from the Britiſh Muſeum, and the treaſury ckamber 
of the corporation of Coventry, which arc heicaſter added, page 77. 


there 


\ 
* 


C1 38-3 
there, no leſs or more than four-pence, according to the ſtatüute and 
order in that caſe made and provided, (except only the ſheep of certain 
butchers of this city, appointed to go in che two Picklede- Peeres, and 
in Honey field, according to an act of leet heretofore made for the 
ſame, which you ſhall not impound forth of thoſe three fields; and if 
they ſhall be impounded out of any other fields, you thall take but ſour- 


pence for the whole number of each man's ſheep. Theſe, and all other 


things, belonging to your office of chamberlain, you ſhall do, ſo long as 
you ſhall be therein. So help you God. FFF 


TV, 


* 4 i. * 


| The oath of the Mayor. 181 bu 
| You ſhall be good and true to our ſovereign lord king George, and 
ſhall well and truly ſerve his majeſty in the office of mayor of this city; 
you ſhall alſo be true to this city, and the franchiſes, liberties, privi- 
leges, charters, and lawful ancient cuſtoms of the ſame you ſhall main- 
tain and defend to the uttermoſt of your power. You ſhall keep and 
maintain the king's peace; and true judge and juſtice be in your office, 
in all matters and things coming before you, and do right unto all men, 
as well to the poor as to the rich, to ſtrangers as to citizens, without 
regard or reſpect of perſons, and not wrong do, or maintain to be done, 
to any. You ſhall fit once every quarter of a year as clerk of the mar- 
ket, for victuals, weights, and meaſures, and other things belonging to 
the office of clerk of the market; and the aſſize of bread, ale, wine, fleſh, 
'fiſh, and other victuals you ſhall diligently overſee and order, and the 
_ offenders therein duly puniſh according to law. You ſhall once in the 
year viſit the public grammar ſchool, accompanied with your brethren, 
and ſuch learned men asſhallbe thought meet, that you may by them be 
certified of the good proceeding and profiting of the children: and ſhall 
likewiſe, at leaſt once in the year, with your brethren, and ſuch learned 
men, take a ſurvey of the books contained in the library, that they be 
kept in ſafety and good order, according to the intent of the donors. 
"Theſe, and all other things belonging to the office of mayor of this city, 
you ſhall well and truly execute, to the beſt of your power, ſo long as 
vou ſhall be in the ſame office. So help you God. e 
| e og The 
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The oath of a Council-Houſe Man. 

You ſhall be faithful and true to our ſovereign lord King George, his 
heirs and lawful ſucceſſors : and ſhall, to your beſt {Kill and wiſdom, and 
to the uttermoſt of your power, maintain the liberties, privileges, and 
cuſloms of this city, and the charters of the ſame. You {hall allo, with- 
out affection, ſpeak and declare your opinion in all cauſes that {hall be 
propoſed in this houſe, for the government of this city and ſtate, ac- 
cording to the laws of this land. Alſo, you ſhall not by any means dil- 
cloſe, reveal, or diſcover any ſpeeches, acts, or counſel, uſed or ſpoken 
in this houſe (not being repugnant to the laws of this realm) to any per- 
ſon not being of, or ſworn to this houſe. You ſhall not by any means 
be of counſel or privy to any ſuit or trouble that ſhall be intended or 
_ commenced againſt this houle, or any perſon of the ſame, couching any 

lands, goods, or liberties of this city: and if you know of any ſpeech 
or matter againſt this houſe, or ſtate, you ſhall reveal your knowledge 
therein to the mayor, for the time being, openly in this houſe. And 
you ſhall come to Mr. Mayor, upon warning unto you given, at all 
times, without ſume reaſonable cauſe or buſineſs to the contrary moving 
you. And when it ſhall pleaſe God to call you to be mayor of this city, 
you ſhall neither take in nor put out of the council-houle any perſon or 
perſons whatſoever, being of chis houſe, without the conſent of all your 
| brethren of this houſe, or the major part of them at the leaſt: neither 
ſhall you cauſe to be left unwarned any of your brethren to come to this 
houſe, without ſuch conſent as aforeſaid : neither ſhall you 1mpannel, 
or cauſe to be impannelled, any jury to appear at any leet when you 
ſhall be mayor, without the knowledge, conſent, and agreement of all 
your brethren of this houſe, or the major part of them, So help you 
God. | | | 


The Proclamation for the great Fair held in the City of Coventry, on the 
Friday in the Weck after Whitſun-week. 

Mr. Mayor, and the juſtices of the peace, and bailiffs of this city; do 
hereby give notice, that the king's moſt excellent majeſty, and all his 
royal progenitors, out of their bounty and good will towards this city, 
have granted this fair to begin here this preſent day, and to continue 
for the ſpace of eight days, and no longer, the ſabbath-day excepted ; 
during which time it ſhall and may be lawful for all his majeſty's loving 


ſubjects to buy or ſell all manner of goods and merchandizes, horles, 
| 1 necp 


— — * 
* * 


( 
ſheep, and cattle, and all other commodities, and that no toll mall be 
taken, except for every horſe, mare, colt, or gelding, four-pence; to 
be divided betwixt the buyer and ſeller, who are required to enter them 
at the toll-book accordingly, and if any diſpute ſhall ariſe, you may 
repair to the toll-book, where you ſhall have juſtice. God ave the king 

For farther account of this, and grants of fairs, lee page 76. 


Abſtraft from an AF for the beiter regulating Elections of Citizens to ſerve in Far- 
lament for the City of Coventry. 

The act ſtates, That by the determination of the houſe of commons 
in 1722, the right of voting is in ſuch freemen as have ſerved ſeven years 
apprenticeſhip to one and the ſame trade, within the city and ſuburbs 
thereof. 

The act likewile ſets forth, That great abuſes and frauds were at the 
late election committed, by the clandeſtinely admitting perſons having 


no right, in violation of the freedom of the ſaid election, and the rights 


of the lawful electors; in order to prevent ſuch practices for the future, 
an open counſel is to be held at Saint Mary's hall, in the ſaid city, the 
firſt and laſt Tueſday in every month; on the firſt Tueſday for the re- 
ceiving and proclaiming aloud the names of ſuch perſons who ſhall then 
preſent, or cauſe to be preſented, an account, in writing, of their right 
of and claim to the freedom of the ſaid city; and on the laſt Tueſday, 
ſuch perſons are to verify upon oath, their claim and right delivered in 
at the preceding council; and at ſuch meeting, every perſon "AY 
their right, to be admitted to their freedom, 

The time appointed by this act for the meeting of the council, from 
ten in the morning; the firſt meeting to continue open a convenient 
time, the laſt meeting until three in the afternoon, or for ſuch time as 
{hall be found ſufficient for the determining the buſineſs that ſhall then 
come before them; but if the time ſhall not be found ſufficient to deter- 
mine any claims or diſputes that may ariſe, the council to adjourn from 


day to day until ſuch claims are determined. 
No greater fee to be taken for the admiſſion of any freeman than three 


ſhillings, over and above the flamp duty. No perſon to be admitted to 


this freedom without producing evidence of regular indentures, &c. of 
apprenticeſhip for ſeven years, and likewiſe to declare upon oath the 


name of his maſter, or maſters, the trade and reſidence during his ſervi- 
tude 


( $3 -) 

tude of himſelf and maſter, or maſters: every perſon may bring with 
chem their agents, or neceſſary evidence, to prove their right. 

The above particulars to be entered in the admiſſion book, to be ſigned 
by the mayor and council then preſent; a liſt of the names of all free- 
men claiming or admitted to their freedom, to be made out within 
twenty four hours after each meeting, to be paſted upon all the church 
doors within the ſaid city; no councils to be held, nor any perſons to 
be admitted to their freedom, after the day of notice 1s proclaimed by 
the ſheriff, of the day of election, until the poll is finally cloſed. Elec- 
tors to be ſworn before their being admitted to poll, if required, by the 
candidate, or by two or more having a right to vote at ſuch an election. 

Rel The Form of the Oath. 

I do ſwear that my name is A. B. and have been admitted to the free- 
dom of the city of Coventry, under indentures or deeds of apprentice- 
ſhip, and have ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip to one and the ſame 
trade, in the ſaid city, or ſuburbs thereof, and are of the age of twenty 
one years, or upwards, and have not been polled at this election. So 
help me God. | 

Perſons guilty of perjury, are liable to the pains and penalties that 
perſons guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury are liable to: in caſe the 
ſheriff or his deputy ſhall admit any perſon to poll, without firſt having 
taken the aforeſaid oath, being required ſo to do, to forfeit one hundred 
pounds to them that ſhall ſue for the ſame. 

The members of the council refuſing to proclaim or admit perſons, 
having a right, forfeit one hundred pounds. If any doubts ariſe, the 
mayor and council may hear evidence upon oath, to confirm or diſprove 
the right of any perſon, before he be admitted: The entries to be made 
by the town-clerk; in caſe of falſe or fraudulent entries, ten pounds 
penalty upon each offence. This act not to extend to any freeman of 
the ſaid city not having a right to vote for members of parliament. The 
election booth to be erected in the wideſt and moſt convenient part of 
the market- place, called Croſs-cheaping, not to be joined to any other 
building. | 5 

Penalties recoverable with ſull coſts in any of the courts of record at 
Weſtminſter. No action can be brought unleſs within one year. 

Deeds or indentures of apprentices, to be entered in a book, to be 
kept by the town-clerk, within fix months after they are executed, or 
the ſame to be null and void. A Lift 


A Liſt of the Mayors of Coventry, from the Time of Edward the Third, when it 
received the Honour, from that Prince, of its Charter as a City and Corporation, 
to the year 1761, the Author then being for the third Time elected Mayor thereof. 


Anno. 1347. (21ſt Edw. gd.) Henry Kele William Belgrave 
OHN Ward John Kvight John Onley 
William Horn Richard Dodenhale Adam Huy ton 
Jordan Shepey Janyn Deyſter 8 John Goote 
N. B. Built Jordan Well.] XL John Leder 
William Luff Adam Botener Ann. 1422 (iſt Hen, 6th) 
Nicholas Mitchell Richard Clarke - John Eſturton 
Richard Freberne Henry Kele | Henry Peyton 
John Hayton John Toſte Thomas Wylgriſe 
Walter Whitweb HNHienry Kele LXXX 
Henry Dodenhale Henry Kele John Bravtofte 
X | John Scarborowght Richard Joye 
Ann. 1335. (29th Edw. 3d.) John Liberde Giles Alſeley 
Richard Stoke John Northwode John Biiſchowe 
Nicholas Michel Joha Croſſe Laurence Cooke 
Henry Clerke L | Thomas Paynell 
William Botoner Richard Licheſeld William Dilcock 
William Yarmouth John Ouley William Biſeld 
Richard Stoke Richard Clarke Richard Scharpe 
Nicholas Percy John Preſton - John Michell 
William Botonor Geffery Hampton XC 
Henry Clarke William Whitchurch John Everton 
William Botenor Ann. 1399 (iſt Hen. 4th) John Kyntone 
| _ © Nicholas Dodelcy Richard Swanne 
Henry Clarke | Robert Schepley 5 William Carver 
William Botonor John Founder lohn Eſex 
Henry Dodenhale John Smythier John Warant 
Nicholas Michell LX John Bray toſte 
John Toſte John Alluſley Thomas Wylgriſc 
John Papenham William Attulborough Richard Braytofte 
James Benyngton John Botoner Richard Braytoſtc 
Jobn Percy John Wedon _ | C 
Henry Clarke William Bedforde John Luſterley 
William Botoner | William Belgrave Thomas Wirley 
XXX. John Goote Edmund Brograve 
Adam Botover Jobo Horneby Richard Scharpe 
William Wolfe Ann. 1412 (iſt Hen, tb) Richard Boys 
John Papenbam William Dilcocke William Braytoſte 
Ann. 1377. (iſt Ric. ad.) Richard Southam | John Freman 
John Papenham LXX Richard a Wood 
Jauyn Su ynnyſhed Laurence Cooke Richard Clerke 
| Richard Luff Robert Schepley 
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CX 
Richard Braytoſte 
Robert Bradmedowe 
George Whiſton 
William Kempe 
John Wylgriſe 

Ann. 1460 (iſt Edw. 4th) 

Edmund Brogreye 
William Peere 
Thomas Bradmedowe | 
John Draper 
John Pyuchbecke 

CXX 


John Gauge 
Richard a Wood 
William Dawes 
\Williaw Sawnders 
William Staſford 
John Bette 
John Thrompton 
Robert Atturton 
Richard Braytoite 
Robert Onley 
CXXX 
Thomas Dowlſe 
John Symons 
Robert Burnell 
William Nlarchall 
William Shoore 
Richard Colyns 
Henry Marler 5: 
Ann. 1483 (iſ Ric. 3d.) 
William Horſley 
Henry Kebull 
CXL 7 
Ann. 1485 (iſt Hen, 7th) 
Richard Onley. 
Richard Cooke , 
Thomas Bayly 
Thomas Baggot 
Robert Colmon - 
Richard Leye 
John Wizgllon 
William Rowley 
Thomas Chyrchman 
CL | 


Robert a Green 
John Paddlelagd 
Johu Dove 


John Dyddeſbury 


"E481 


William Fourde 
William Hapeting 
John Haddon 
William Pysford 
Richard Jackſon 
Richard Coke 

os? © hg 
Thomas Paddteland 


Thomas Wardelowe 
Robert a Green f 
Richard Marlowe 
John Saunders 
Ann. 1309 (if Hen. Gag 
John Strong | 
Richard Haiſcll 
John Hardwyn 
CEXX 
Thomas Grove 
John Clark 


John Hownfere 


Harre 
Nicholas Borwe 
Thomas Warryn 
John Bonde 
William Wicham 
Thomas White 
Yelins Nethermill 
| AN 
Thomas Bunwell 
Nicholas Herryng 
Harre Wall 
Richard Herryng | 
Thomas Dod 
Thomas Aſtellyn 


Wallfam Dawſon, who died 


Cotiberd Joyner 
Chriſtopher Warryn 
John Sanders 
Harry Woffy 
CC 


John Tallans 


Ann. 1546 (il Ed w. 6th) 
John Harford 
James Rogers 


Thomas Kewet 


William Saunders 
Richard Nicklyn 
Edmund Damport 
Richard Hurt | 
Ann. 1533 (iſt Mary) 
William Hyndman 
William Norton 
(CNX 
Thomas Ry ley 
Robert Colman 
Thomas Wheatley 
Ann. 1538 (iſt Eliz ) 
John Nethermill _ 
Thomas Dudley 
Thomas Kyrven 
Richard Smith _ 
Hugh Harvy © * © 
John Tallans * ** 
Thomas Ryley © _. 
CC XX 
William Hopkins * 
Edmund e 2 
William Brownell 
Henry Keryy 1 
John Harford, be of his 
office for killing a man. 


that year, and Roger Ellys John Sanders 


ſerved out his may oralty 
Richard Rifle 
Williach Smethe , 
Hewe Lawty = 
Roger Palmer 
CXC 
Robert Kyrvine 
John Gett 
Chriſtoffer Wade 
William Cottyne 
Sym Parker 
Thomas Gardener 


C #524 Bf 


Richard Hawten 
Thomas Ny chols 
Richard Barkex 
Thomas Wight 
Raufe Boonde 

CC xxx 
Sim. Cotton * 
Thomas Niclya _. 
Raufe Joyner 


Robert Letherbarrowe 


Edward Barrowſe ES 
: = Thoma; 


Thomas Saundes 
John Myles 
William Wylkes 
Gilbert Dyglen 
- Henry Bryers 
CCXKL 
William Eburne 
Thomas Hill 
John Richards 
Henry Shewel 
Richard Smyth 
Humphrey Smallwood 
Matthew Richardſon 
John Ryley 
William Howcotte 
William Walden 
CCL 
Robert Bedford 
Thomas Gravener 


l 58.) 


Thomas Potter 
John Thomas 


CCLXXX 


Francis Robinſon 


Ann. 1625 (iſt Car. 1ſt.) 


William Burbage 
Ralph Walden 
Richard Clarke 
Henry Million 
John Clarke 
Thomas Warde 
William Jeſſon 
Henry Kerwin 
Simon Norton 
CCXC 
John Barker 
Edward Dwegill 
Thomas Baſnett 
Godfrey Legg 


John Whitebread, who died Thomas Forres 
in his year; in his ſtead. 


Henry Bryers 

John Rogerſon 

Roger Clark 

Richard Smyth 
Thomas Barker 
Richard Butlar 
Chriſtopher Davenport 


Ann. 1603 (1 Jac. 1ſt) 


Richard Page 

William Wheat 
Matthew Collins 

Henry Scwall 


Humphrey Wightwick 


William Hancock 
Sampſon Hopkins 
Henry Smyth 
Chriſtopher Warren 
John Herring 
Henry Davenport 
CCLXX 
John Barker 
William Snell 
Samuel Miles 
William Sewall 
Humphrey Swallwood 
Henry Harwell 
Iſaak Walden 
John Pixley 


John Rogerſon 


Anno. 1640 


Sampſon Hopkins 


Chriſtopher Davenport 


Nicholas Rowney 
Thomas Forreſt 


John Barker 


Richard Jefſon 
Henry Smith 
Thomas Love 
Matthew Smith 
Samuel Snell 
Robert Bedford 
William Wilcox 
George Earle 
William Iclliff 
Joſeph Chambers 
Robert Beake 
James Naylor 
Julyus Billiers 


John Critchlowe 


Richard Hicks 
]J—— Woolrick 
Thomas Pidgeon 
6 — 


William Vale 


Ralph Phillips 


J. Daniel 
Thomas Gery 


1650 
1651 
1652 
1653 
1654 
1655 
1656 
1657 
1658 
1659 


1660 


1661 
1662 
1663 


1664 


1665 
1666 


Nathaniel Harry man 


Samuel Haywood 


Thomas Linſey 


Thomas King 
Abel Brookſby 
Thomas Bewley 


Francis Harry man 


William Iclliffe 
Joſeph Chambers 
E. Lapworth 
Michael Earle 
William Webſter 
Thomas Bourn 
— 
Richard Hayward 
Thomas Lawrence 
Ed ward Bradney 
George Allan 
John Daniel 

Sept. Boit 
Thomas Rogers 
William Inell 
John Yardley 
William Maycock 
Thomas King 
Richard Taylor 
John Millar 
Cateſby Oadham 
Thomas Palmer 
1 | 

Francis Cater 
Hugh Capel 

]. Snell 

Thomas Diſtans 
Samuel Collins 
Joſeph Crynes 
M. Goodall 


——ů 


William Bird 


Samuel Billing 
J. Haſſard 
Samuel Hunt 
B. Brockhburſt 
T. Diſtans 

P 
Joſeph Eburn 


H. Gravener 
Edward Smith 
Henry Cockeram 


1667 
1668 
166g 
1670 
1671 
1672 
167 

1674 


1675 
1676 


1677 


1678 
1679 
1680 
1681 
1682 
168 

1634 
1685 
1686 
1687 
1688 
1689 
1690 
1691 
1692 
1693 
1694 
1695 
1696 
1697 
1698 
1699 


1700 


1701 
1702 
1703 
1704 
1705 
1706 
1707 
1708 
1709 


1710 
1711 


1712 
1713 
1714 
1715 


Daniel 
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Daniel Davis 1716 William Keeling 1731 John Kirkman. - 1746 
R. Clements 1717 John Ward 1732 Edward Freeman 1747 

Joſeph Poole 1718 Thomas Oldham 1733 John Ward 1748 

Stophen Smith 1719 Joſeph Eburne 1734 John Bromley 1749 
J. Collins 1720 Thomas Hunt 1735 John Hewitt, ſen. 1750 
J. Kilſbye 1721 ThomasFox 1730 Thomas Lightbourn 1751 

John Fox 1722 Samuel Eburne 1737 William Porter 1752 
Richard Poole 1723 James Towers 1738 Thomas Oldham. ſev. 1753 
Caleb Copſon © 1724 Thomas Brockhurſt 1739 Thomas Oldham, jun. 1754 
Thomas Lawrence 1725 John Taylor 1740 J. Hewitt, jun. 1755 
R. S. 1726 Ezekiel Kendtick 1741 Shaw 1756 
John Moore 1727 Thomas Hunt 1742 Edward Bibbins, ſes. 1757 
George Porter 1728 Thomas Oldham 1743 J. Hewitt, jun. 1758 
Nathauiel Lawton 1729 William Hewitt 1744 Edward Bibbins, jun. 1759 
Thomas Smith 1739 George Porter 1745 J. Hewitt, grd time, 1760 


The dates are the year in which they were reſpectively elected and 


{worn into their office, being the firſt of November. 


T he following Particulars having been omitted in their Place, I have incerted them 
here, as they may be referred to. 
ONE Jonathan Davis having been killed by a blow he received from 
John Denſton, the following is the coroner's certificate, ſent me for the 
apprehending of Denſtone. 


City of Theſe are to certify, That by an inquiſition taken beſore me, on view of the 


Coventry. { body of Jonathan Davis, at the pariſh of Saint Michael, in the ſaid city of Coven- 
try, bearing date this preſent 14th day of September. the jurors, in the ſaid inquiſition 
named. have found that John Denſton, late of the pariſh of Saint Michael, in che faid City, 
labourer, feloniouſly did kill and flay the ſaid Jonathan Davis. Given under my hand 
this 14th day of September, 1761. Signed J. H. Coroner. 


THE following is a copy of a commitment of Thomas Smart, who 
was concerned with Rew, Townſend, and their gang; ſee page 111, 
and 112, for the particulars in thoſe pages, and his examinations. 
Smart was admitted evidence, at the aſſizes held at Leiceſter, being 
guilty of perjury, on a judges warrant was taken up, and committed 
by me. | 
Coventry To the Keeper of his Majeſty's Goal. 
to wit. J herewith ſend you the body of I homas Smart, who ſtands charged with a 


firong ſuſpicion of being guilty of perjury, on the trial of John Townſend, lately executed 
at Leiceſter; on the trial of the ſaid John Townſend, as well of being guilty of other miſ- 


cemeanors, and not finding ſureties for his appearance at the next aſſize to be bolden for 


the ſaid city, or the ſaid county of Leiceſter ; you will receive him into your cuſtody, and 
ſale keep him until he ſhall be diſcharged as the law direQs, and hereof fail not at your 
peril, Given under my hand and ſeal this 11th day of April, 176g. J. HEWITT, 


After having in my ſeveral years of office as chief magiſtrate, done my 


utmoſt to diſcourage profaneneſs, debauchery, and all licentious meet- 


ings, and unlawful aſſemblies on the Lord's day; I had been repeatedly 
applied to, by ſome of the firſt families then living in Coventry, to put 
| the 
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the laws into the ſtricteſt execution. A ſon of one of the magiſtrates then 
living in the city, having been ſeduced. into the acquaintance of ſome 
of the moſt abandoned proſtitutes, at the requeſt made me by others 
likewiſe, I cauſed all the perſons, againſt whom I received informations, 
to be apprehended, and aſter an examination, ſeveral of the molt noto- 
rious, not belonging to the city, were puniſhed, and ſent to their re- 


dpective places of legal ſettlement: as the perſons by whom they had 


been ſupported and countenanced complained of the ſeverity, though 
I did not give direclions for its being public, but was left to the diſcre- 
tion of the high conſtable, and other officers. I thought it neceſſary 
alterwards to incert in the papers ſome particulars relating to that bu- 
fineſs, which hereaſter follow. | 

: | COVENTRY, February 1» 

Having in a former paper given my reſolution for putting the laws in execution againſt 
public proflitutes, T think it n ceſſary publick!y to give the reaſons and motives for fo doing. 

It hath appeared, upon crcdible authority and information, that giils of twelve years of 


age have been debauched, and become common proſtitutes and ſtreet walkers ; and tha: 
others, not much ſarther advanced in years, daughters of reputable perſons, have arrived 


at ſuch a heigkt of lewdneſs, as, in company with their ſervam, publickly in the Rreets to 


challenge ſons and apprentices of others to accept their lewd piopolals, who were of no 
longer flanding, as to years, than, themſelves. Youths of fourteen and fiteen years of mage 
have been taken in company With a dirty diſordered ſtrumpet, who had taken them into the 
Helds, in time of divine ſervice; a common practice on a Sunday. The iticets of the city 
have, ſor ſome time, at nighi, furniſhed inftances of theſe young practitioners in debauckc- 
ry; it hith been no uncommon thing to ſee three or more of theſe youth, in a corner, plant- 
ing themſelves for concealing a fourth of their compenions, whillt he was engaged wich one 
theſe common and abandoned proflitutes, whoſe diſtempered carcaſe is become ſo cff,nſive, 
that even the loweſt and moſt abandoned of her ſex, will not accommodate her, nor admit 


her under her roof. , Seven of theſe unthinking-y ouths were, by one theſe miſerable cffen— 


ders, diſabled from the ſervice of their reipeiye friends and maſters at once, How many 
innocent and virtuous women have been made miſerable by their huſbands, who. perhaps in 
liquor, have been faſtened on in the open ſtreets by one of theſe romen proſtitutes ? Shall com- 
plaints of this fort be perpetually founded in the ears ef a magiſtrate, and he not dare to do 
nis duty, or even attempt to reduce ſuch ſcandalous and open violation of virtue within more 


d cent bounds? What mult be the fatal conſequences of early debauchery, but the very de- 


ſiruction of bodily ſtrength. the propagating of a puny diſtempered face, which is not only 
a public injury, but allo a private ane? How many ſamilies are there that become extinct. 
from no other apparent caule than that the branches of it have been cut off in the bloom of 
youth, by having deſtroyed the very ſap of nature in its early riſing, with the venomous and 
porlonous fling of debauchery ? As to public injury, every thing that tends to deſtroy tbe 
abilities of nature, and enervate it, is an injury toa tradin people; and no people give them- 
ſelves up to idlenels and indolence, as people who perſue theſe unlawſul and deſtrudtive plea- 
iures. Upon receiving theſe informations, I Was determined, as far as 1 had power, to put 
a ſton to the furthe! growth of ſo dangerous an evil: and as private and mild puniſhment 
had been tried, without effect, I thought it neceſſary to uſe more public, that, by the exam- 
ple of a few, numbers might be deterred from ruin, And as I determined in this particular 
part of juſtice, to act impartially, ſo I bid defiance to auy one to prove I ever, in any other, 
have acted with partiality. * 21 423 HD 2900 TE HRWIT T. Mayer. 


I Shall now proceed to give ſome few particulars of the ancient hiſ- 
tory of the city ol Coventry, and firſt, the {tate of ic in the time of Charles 
the [ccond, | ; ä 2 


. T 


S TAT E of f 


IN THE TIME OF: CH 


City ſituated near the centre of England, bounding the cam- 
. paign from the woodlands, drawing in the advantages of both. 
Ancient as Arviragus the Brittth King, made eminent by the Mer- 
cian Leofrick : famed by ſucceſſive Lords and Kings of England; 


heretofore intruſted with a mint royal, graced with the ſelſion of 
the higheſt judicature, the King's Bench, and ſtiled camera prencipts. 


Favoured with a wholſome and temperate air: its approaches, 
avenues, and ambient walks, grateful and plealing to all beholders. 
For ſpacious and continued cauſeways not equalled by any city in 
England; nor inferior to moſt for clean and well-paved ftreets, 
refreſhing ſprings, uſeful aqueducts, and goodly public ſtructures. 
Once a famous mart and empory, reforted to for commerce, from 
Ireland, the north-weſt, and other parts of England ; leaving us 
its large vaults, warehoules, cellarages, drapery, fleel-yard, and 
public halls, as indications of its former opulence and ſplendour. 
It offers to view, amongſt other remarkables, four ſteeples and 
three churches, whereof two were parochial, viz. Trinity and St. 
Michael's; the latter of which is an ancient well-built church, in 
torm cathedral ; which being impaired by a late fall of its beautiful 
Ipire, is ſince reſtored to its former luſtre at a vaſt expence and 
charge: The former is a ſtately, large, and brave inlightened fa- 
brick; a curious ſhell, whoſe contents is one hundred yards in 
length, and twenty-ſeven yards in breadth, beſides ſeveral ifles and 
chapels, both on the north and ſouth ſides thereof, ſupported by 
neat and {lender pillars, with five iſles, whoſe fleeple, for tower and 
loity tapering ſpire, gives place to none in England. Bablaek 
Church (one of the three) is a ſolid antique ſtructure, its form col- 
legiate, where divine offices are performed but at ſome feſtivals in 


the year, 2 It 


[: og I 


It hath gloried in a matchleſs wall; and though its form was irre— 
gular for a delenſible fortilication, yet was it bun ſtrong. broad, 
high, and large in circumference; now only gueſſed at by its ruins, 
and its twelve lofty ports or gates yet landing. 

No place compares with this city for a moſt beautiful croſs, of 
large dimenſions and height, adorned with variety of ſtatues, figures 
and iculptures, richly laid over with gold, and ſet off with becoming 
colours. 

It hath, amongſt others, one magnificent hall, called Aula Sancta 
Marie, ſit for a celebrious congrels or allembly. 

Here is a fair grammar ſchool, founded by John Hales Eſq; yet 
ſtyled Schola Regis Henrici Odiaui; and another ſchool, of late erection, 
for poor children, by Mr. Chriſtopher Davenport, late Alderman. 
Appendant to both is a library, with learned authors, both prints 
and manulcripts; ol which ſchools the Mayor and Aldermen ol this 
City are VLitors. 

The hoſpitals are two, well and plentifully providing for twenty 
blue-coat boys, eleven poor men with black gowns, and two nurſes, 
in the one, and eight other married couples, with blue gowns, in 
the other, and a nurſe.---To it is annexed very targe and rich com- 
mons, great annual loans and gifts diſtributed amongſt poor young 
and hopeful tradeſmen, together with frequent remembrances of 
ome noble beneſactor or other, who intruſted the city to diſpoſe of 
their bounty to others, as amongſt themſelves, viz. forty pounds per 
annum to St. John's College, Oxford, and forty pounds per annum 
to other corporations. 

Allo, near the ſaid city, at a pool called Swanſwell, is a ſpring 
which filleth a ſeven-inch diameter, of which water the quantity of 
live tuns an hour is daily raiſed to the top of a turret 36 feet high, 
by a ſtream out of the ſaid pool containing nine cubical inches, which 
= moveth an overſhot wheel and a triangular crank, with balances and 
2 | buckets, being an heaving and lifting engine. From hence the 
'D water is conveyed into the ſtreets of the city, and houſes of ſuch of 

i the inhabitants as will. and do take the ſame at an annual rent. 
This water-work was begun by Thomas Sangenlon, maſon, and Bar- 

cholomew 
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tholonew Bewley, plumber, in the year 1630 ; and hath ſince been 
altered, and put into the ſorm it now worketh, in the year 1638; 
and ſo continued by Thomas Bewley, ſon of the faid Bartholomew, 
who is the preſent proprietor. 

The city is owner of a rich delph, or mine, of coal, nearly ad- 
joining to it, which it is hoped will in a little time add much to its 
revenue; the preſent undertakers uſing that method for the maſter- 
ing of the water, which the inadvertency of former undertakers could 
not contrive, or at leaſt not cilectually proſecute. 

The ſtaple commodity of the place is cloth; but to how low an 


ebb that trade is now reduced, every place can report and coinpe- 


tently judge, as well as this city. | 

Its goverment conſiſts of annual officers, ten Aldermen, or Juſtices, 
with two ſtanding councuis, viz. the Upper, and the Second, or Com- 
mon Council. The annual oflicers, are the Mayor, Recorder, two 
Sheriffs, Steward, Coroner, two Chamberlains, two Wardens, and 
ſome other attendant and miniſtering officers. f 

The Mayor 1s the eye of the body, the King's immediate Lieute- 
nant, having the precedency ol all. Prince Henty himleif, when 
in Coventry, retuied to take the better hand of him, when modeſtly 
the Mayor oflered i, laying, he would not reſume a right of his fa- 
ther's grauhts. 

This authority is folita ry, or ſocial: Solitary, as to be Clerk of 


the Kings Market, steward and Marthal of the King's Houſe, to be 


in Commiliton for arrays, and head of the twelve companies: ſocial, 
in the Upper Council, Which conliiſts of Aldermen and ſome candi- 
daics for the mayoralty, where he ordereth and manageth the 
particular aflairs and revenues of the city, diltributes the bounty of 
benefactors, ſometimes calling in the ailiflance of the Second Coun- 
cil, arbitrarily cholen by him and his brethren out of the wealthieſt 
and ditcreetelt citizens, and conſiſting of five and twenty, who are as 
witnelles of their juſt adminiſtrations, as well as adviſors in all alien- 
ations of city lands, and grants of other natures. 

The Aldermen are Juſtices of the Peace in as full latitude as any 
other, having ten wards, or precincts, aſſigned them, with an ap- 
propriation 


1 


— 
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propriation of a ward to each Alderman, as to ſome refpects, 
though, otherwiſe, ev ery One is a Juſtice throughout, both as to the 


city and county of the city, which is of large extent. Of the Jubices _ 


there are of the quorum four, viz. the Mayor, Recorder, and. two 


eldeſt Aldermen. 


The Mayor's inſignia are a ſword, a hat and cap of maintenance, 
a great mace, and x ſmaller ones, a tip-flaff, the robes black lined 
with fur, and on ſolemn and feſtival days ſcarlet lined with foins. 

As to the rights, immunities, privileges, when and by whom grant- 
ed, together with all other things coincident to this city, from its 
ſirſt appearance to its aſcending grandeur, and declining or cadency, 
they are moſt amply and learnedly mentioned by the learned Sir 
William Dugdale, Norroy King of Arms, to whoſe antiquities, dc. 
the reader is referred. 

At this time, The Right Hon. James Earl of Northampton, one of 
his Majeſty's Honourable Privy Council, was Recorder of the city; 

Sir Richard Hopkins, LEO, Steward ; and Humphry Burton, 
Coroner, &c. | 


The following Inſeriptions are taken from the Mainſcot in Aula Sanctæ 
Mariæ, and are given the Public in the antient literarg She and Cha- 
rater. | 


Princeps Ille Niger (Niveis Cvi Vertice Pennis. 
Chriſta Minax, Victi Regis Cœ Siqve Bohemi 
Exvviis) Heros Edovardus Magnvs in Armis, 

Hic Sedem Poſvit Sic Dicti Eft Principis Aula 
Hoc Avthorc Fvit Libertas Civibus Aveta 
Moneribuſq Ornata Svis Res Pvblica Crevit 
| Hinc Depicta Vides Paſſim Sva Penna Per Urbem 
_ Tellatvr Magni Monimentvm et Pignvs amoris. IH: 


Labentes Fatis (Qvid Enim Pergvral 1 in Avvym 
Fortunas Herbis Tandem Miſeratus Agrorvm | 
Ktenc dit Finis Northvmorivs Johannes 
Comq Fvit Bello Dvx Invictis Sims Armis 


: ne 
In Medii Colvit Pacis Vir Providvs Artes | 
Exemploq Svym Vocat ad Pia Fracta Robertvm. 


Non Tantvm Mervit Leofricus Ceſtrivs Olim : 


Nec Conivx Godinæ, Pii Dux Fœmina Facti 
Godina ah Tvrpi Ovz Lege Coacta Mariti 
Fertvr Eqvo, Diffvia Comas, Nvdata Per Vrbem 
Aſſervitqve ſvas Cvlpent Vtcvnq Minores 

Vicit Amor Patriz, Libertatiſo Cvpido. 


Qvantvm Hodie Patrem Referens Leiceſtrivs Heros 
Retio Svblapſam Qvi Noſtram Reſtitvit Rem 
Svſtinet in Peivs Rvitvram. Vrbulq Salvtem 
In modo Qyo Virtvs-Te Fert Sic Itvr ad Aſtra 
Et Qvibvs Inſiſtis Felix procede Paternis, 
Avipicus Maneatq Tvos Hz Gvra Nepotes. 


Avxilus Olim Stetit Alma Coventria Regm 
Dvm Fortvna Fuit Magnos Colic hinc Edovardus 
Henricoſq ſvos, Vrbs non Ingrata Patronos 
Iamq Adeo Afflictis Creſcit Spes Altera Rebus 
Elizabetha Ivis Princeps Mitiſſima Sceptris 
Lætior Hlvxit Nvllo Pax Rege Britannis 
Ergo Age Diva Tvis Sis Fælix Civibus Vſqve 
Exvperans Patrias et Avitas Amvla Lavdes. 


Since time that firſt this ancient town Earl Leofrick feoffeed free 
At Godina's ſuit and merit ſtrange, or elſe it would not be, 
To Prince's grace, by long deſcent, as old records do date, 
It ſtood maintain'd, until at length it grew to cities ſtate. 
Queen Iſabell, ſole heir of Frawance, great favor hither caſt, 
And did procure large franchiſes by charter ay'to laſt: 
We owe, therefore, in loyalty, ourſelves and all we have 
To Elizabeth, our Lady-liege, whom God in Mercy ſave. 
R 


Edward, 
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Edward, the flower of Chevalier William, the Black Prince high, 
Who priſoner took the French King John, in claim of grandame's 
| right, 
And flew the King of Beame in field, whereby the oſtrich pen 
He won, and ware on creſt here firſt, which poeſy bare Ich Dein. 
Amid the martial feats of arms wherein he had no peer, 
His country, eke, to ſhew this feat he choſe, and loved full dear : 
The former ſtate he gat confirm'd, and freedom did increaſe, 
A preſid ent of ien care, as well for war as peace. 


When flouriſhing ſtate began once to fade, and common- wealth decay, 

No wonder that in cities great (for what endureth ay) 

John, late Duke of Northumberland; a Prince of high degree, 

Did grant fair lands for commons-weale, as here in braſs you ſee; 

And Leiceſter, *mid thoſe great affairs whereto high place doth call, 

His father's worthy ſteps hath trac'd, to prop that elſe might fall. 

On forth, in Prince and Country's cauſe---hold on this courſe your 
days— 

Such Fr a do noble loud commend; ſuch win immortal praiſe. 


©S _ 


THE MOST AN; &'1-E Ss I 


ACCOUNT of COVENTRY 


IRST named Convent, or Coventry, from a convent of nuns 
eſtabliſhed there. 


A. D. 1003.---Began to increaſe from a {mall village to be of 
more conſiderable account. 

A. D. 1943.---The famous monaſtery built by Earl Leofrick and 
his Counteſs Godiva. That year Coventry began to flouriſh. 

Leofrick, Earl of Mercia (which contains moſt of the counties in 
this midland part of the realm) wedded Godiva, a moſt beautiful 
and devout lady, ſiſter to Thorold, Sheriff of Lincolnſhire, and 
founder of Spalding Abbey; which Counteſs, bearing a great affec- 
tion to this place, beſought her huſband to free it from ſervitude ; 
but being denied, becaule it was againſt his profit, ſhe continued to 
ſolicit him, which he at laſt granted, upon condition that ſhe would 
ride naked from one end of the town to the other, in the ſight of all 
the people, which ſhe did; in memory whereof the picture of him 
and his lady were ſet up in a ſouth window of Trinity Church, in 
this city, about. Richard the Second's time, and his right hand 
holding a charter, with theſe words written thereon: 


1 4 for the Love of thee, 
Do make Coventry toll jree. 


Free School--formerly St. John's Hoſpital, founded in N the 
Second's reign, by one Lawrence, a friar. 


4. D. 1344. 18th of Edward III. Made a corporation. 

White Friars then built. 

The monaſtery was founded in the time of William Rufus. The 
then Biſhop of the then dioceſe ſcraped from one beam which ſup- 
ported the chimes, 300 marks of emen een, be- 
longed to it. 


| Grey 


( 


Grey Fryars Steeple---Thought by its form to be built! in n 
the Third's time. 

King Henry the IVth held a Parliament in Coventry i in 1404, the 
6th year of his reign, the place of that convention being a great 
chamber in the priory, to which, by ſpecial precept to the Sheriffs 
in their ſeveral counties,no lawyer,nor any perſon ſkilled in the laws, 
was to come; which Parliament was ever ſince called Parliamentum 
Indoforum. In this Parliament they concluded to raiſe a ſupply for 
the King by diveſting the church of its temporal poſſeſſions, but 
Thomas Arundel, then Archbiſhop of Canterbury, ſtanding ſtout for 
the good of the church, preſerved it at that time from the impend- 
ing fiorm: 

Another Parliament was held here in the 38th of Henry the VIth, 
in which Richard Duke of York, Richard Earl of Saliſbury, Richard 
Earl of Warwick, and Edward Earl of March (afterwards, King by 
the name of Edward IV.) and many others were attainted, which 
Parliament, by ſome of our hiſtorians, is called Parliamentum Diabo- 
licum, the acts made in it being nulled by the proceeding Parliament. 

4. D 1470, 1oth of Edward IVth. Richard Earl. of Warwick 
came hither from London, and brought with him ſtore of ordnance, 
and other warlike proviſions. During his ſtay here, King Edward 
came to Leiceſter, from thence to Comb Abbey, and ſo on to Co- 
ventry ; but linding that the Earl of Warwick kept this city againſt 
him, he paſled by, and lodging at Warwick that night, marched 
thence to London ; after which he met with his enemies at Barnet, 
and vanquiſhed them, where Warwick loſt his life. Upon this diſ- 
loyalty of the citizens, the King took the [word from the Mayor, and 
ſeized upon their liberties and franchiles, whereupon they gave 300 
marks for the re-injoyment of them, and the render of the {word. 

In the third year of Edward VIth, there were not in this, city 
above 3000 inhabitants ; whereas, within memory, there had been 
1 5000 : vecalioned, as e from the a of the monaſ- 
teries mn CL 2 4 

It is 2 cultbin 1 in (Coventry; when a King © comes to this city, ad, the 
corporation to make a preſent to him of one hundred pounds and a 


ſilver cup. Grey 


t 4 4 
Grey Friars Hoſpital--Founded 1329. 


Croſs---Built in 1541, the 33d of Henry the VIIIch. © years 


in building. 
St. Michaels Spire---Steeple began. to be built in 1372. _ -Twenty- 
one years in building. Every year coſt one hundred pounds. 


SAINT MARYs HALL. 


This ſtately! ſtructure belonging to the Gild of St. Katharine, or 
the Holy Trinity, was for the purpole of the Feaſts and mectings of 
the brethren of the ſaid Gild: The windows whereof were adorned 
with ſundry beautiful portraitures and arms painted elegantly 
thereon. 

At the upper end of the Hall, on the north window, were the 
arms, &c. of Edward I. Henry VI. Edward III. Emp. Conſtantine, 
King Arthur, City of Coventry, Earl of Hereford, Earl of Cornwall, 
Duke of Normandy, King of the Eaſt Saxons, Earl of Lancaſter, 
King of Man, City of London, Alfred the Great, the Duke of 
Aquinlain, City of York, Earl of Cheſter, Earl Leofrick. 

In the eaſt and weſt. windows are the portraits of ſeveral noble 
and eminent perſons, in the formalities of their habits, and who 
were admitted members of this Gild. 


ARMS in other Windows. 


City of Canterbury, Humphrey Duke of Glouceſter, John Duke of 
Bedford, Willin, Babington, Saville, Whittington, Empaling, Fitz 
Warin. 

5 In the Eaſt Window. _ 
Willielmus Ban æt Johanna 0 M. Majorum 
Dominas de Bergaveny uxorius Carol. Nevillar. 


In another Eaſt Window 
| Richardus Wark. & Iſabella Comes Wk. 
In a Weſt Window. 


.  Humfridus Comes Staffordiæ 
Johannes Dux de Norfolk. 1 
8 Theſe 
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Theſe laſt portraits, &c. in the eaſt and weſt windows, were done 
at the expence of the honourable Charles Neville, who was from 
thoſe noble perſonages a lineal deſcendant. From a branch of 
Bergavenny deſcended from the one fide, and through the heirs 
Greſham K. waits Saville, Paſton, and Beaufort ; Duke of Somer- 
{et from the other. 

The learned antiquarian, Sir William Dugdale, ſpeaking of this 
G11d of St. Katharine, that ſo great reputation was this fraternity 
held in far and near, that Kings, Princes, Biſhops, and the prin- 


ci pal nobility, and other eminent Pons, thought it an honour 


to be admitted members thereof. 


On a Pillar at the lower End of St. Mary 8 Hall. 


Memorandum, That the right high and mighty inc John, late 
Duke of Northumberland, Jecebied, for the right honourable zeal 
which he bore to the city of Coventry, and to the poor inhabitants 
of the ſame, by his deed indented, dated the 16th of Auguſt, in the 


third year of the reign of our late ſovereign lord King Edward VI. 


demiſed,granted, andto farm, let unto the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Com- 


monality of the ſaid city, at his manor of Chilleſmore, with the Park 


and all right appurtenances, &c. of the ſame, for the term of ninety- 
nine years, for the ule, intents and purpoſes following, that is, 
That they and their ſucceſſors, for the relief of the poor of the laid 
city, ſhall yearly take to paſture, in the ſaid park, the number of 
ninety kine or heifers, and fixty geldings, of ſuch poor inhabitants 
of the ſaid city, and ſuburbs, as ſhall not have elſewhere nigh the 
ſaid city ſufficient paſture, paying weekly for every cow or heifer 
one peny, and for every gelding two-pence. 


Memorandum alſo, That the right honourable Robert Earl of 


Leiceſter, ſon to the late Duke of Northumberland, for the like 


right honourable and earneſt zeal that he had to the advancement 
and ſetting forward of the ſaid goodly intent of his ſaid father, upon 
his grateful requeſt made to the Queen's majeſty, our ſovereign 
Lay 2 a—_ Elizabeth, hath obtained her majeſty's letters patents, 

| under 


4; 


(36-3 


under her great ſeal of England, whereby ſhe granted to the ſaid 

Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonality, and their ſucceſſors, the {aid 

Manor and Park of Chilleſmore, and other the premiſes in fee-farm, 
for the intents and uſes aforeſaid. 1 


Memorandum alſo, That the ſaid Mayor, Bailiffs, and Common- | 
ality, have covenanted and granted to, and with the ſaid Earl, his = 
executors and adminiſtrators, truly to obſerve and perform the in- C 
tents, uſes, and purpoſes before- mentioned; and alſo that the ſaid. - 
premiſes, nor any part thereof, ſhall not be overcharged, but always 
kept in ſuch plight as the ſaid number of cattle may be at all times, 
for the ſaid money, well and ſufficiently kept, according to the ſea- 
{on of the year, for ever. As by the ſaid indenture whereof, the 
one part remaineth with the ſaid Mayor, Bailifts, and Common- 
ality, and the other part with the ſaid Earl ; bearing date the 4th 
day of April, in the 1oth year of the ſaid Queen Elizabeth, as 
appeareth, which was in the Year of Grace, 1568. | 


The State of Coventry and Members / the Corporation, with the Num- 
ber of Houſes and Inhabitants in the year 1737. 


MAYOR. | James Birch Eſq; Coroner. 
Samuel Eburne. ALDERMEN. 
RECORDER. Abraham Owen 55 
His Grace James Duke of Grafton Joſeph Eburne 
SHE RIF F S. George Porter 
Jonathan Crichlow Daniel Davis = 
Thomas Smith. John Killſby _ =_ 
CHAMBERLAINS. Thomas Oldham — 
Francis Soden | | Joſeph Eburne. 
Simon Pickering. William Keeling 
W ARDENS. Thomas Hunt | 
Mr. Bradely Thomas Fox | 1 
Samuel Hacock, —_ COUNCILHOUSE-MEN. =_ 
STEWARD of the COURT, James Towers . 
Makepeace Eſq ; William Hewitt 


Ezekel 


( mn 1 


| Ezekel Kendrick John Shaw E 6 
Y g Nathaniel Lawton Thomas Bird Dey 
; Thomas Brockhurſt John Bromley 
William Porter Jebus Jones 
| John Ward John Hewitt. 
. | There were 1894 Houſes, ſuppoſed to contain 1 . Inhabitants 


3 : - therein at that time. 


N | | The following Epiſlle, from an early Acquaintance,(1) the Author hopes 
| will not be diſagreeable to his Readers, as it ſpeaks of the Riſe, dragon 
and aeeny of the ancient Cily of Coventry. 


Ax E PIS TI E To a FRIEND. 


_ P OETS and Prieſts in nothing diſagree, 
A Both emanations of divinity, 
Both ſons of heaven, their provinces the ſame, 
The good to praiſe, the vicious to reclaim. 12 
Hence the pale wretch, for love of gold who dies ! 
Hence tall ambition, reaching at the ſkies! 
Hence lawleſs love! and all the impious train 
Impatient of ſour Reaſon's ſtubborn chain! 
Fools, knaves, and madmen, to this text are true, 
To damn the parſon and the poet too. 
Think me not, then, confin'd to wand'ring proſe, 
Nor blame me if I twine the laurel with the roſe. 
| Coventria once her gilded domes could boaſt, 
9 5 3 Fair as the faireſt on the Britiſh coaſt; 
| Her mitr'd abbots, and her piereing ſpires, 
Now dwindled down to ruin'd gates and 1quires: 
Hiſtoric monuments of ancient fame, 
Now a fad ſcene of public want and ſhame: 
Except her churches---which runs rough in rhime--- 
God lend them better ſucceſs in his good time. 


(3) Rev. Mr. Shakeſpcare, Vicar of LaylanJ, Lancaſhire, lately deceaſed. 
1 | Small 


* 


=, 
Small i is the vicar(1), but not ſo his ire, 
Fam'd by the nods of a prodigious ſquire (2): 
. See him, with fearful up-lik eyes, regard > 
(As to the church he trips thro White Horſe Yard) 
The giddy cock around the ſpiral move, 
Where once his fav'rite devil uſed to rove. | 
This ſhall the ſtate declare, when Edwards dies: 2 
(Except Sol. Newcomb wound the ſtone with lies) 
Here ſleeps a thing—its life, its length, a ſpanz  — 
A thing that once on two legs mimic'd man. E 
Great is the cannon, and he's full of fire, 
Than pigmy Edwards ſure five foot higher: 
Hark the ftairs groan with the vaſt divine (3) 
His tow'ry peruke nod, and diamond t 
Aſide thoſe metaphoſis, his ring, his WY 
Fll preach the doctor for a tithed pig. 
That ſon of anak ſoon in duſt ſhall reſt; | 2 
For worms, for years to come; a gathered feaſt. 
Lo, northern Jackſon (4) !---ſleek about the =" 17 
Looks fly, and talks of charity ſchools and wills - 
Eſtates deſtroy:d—convince him, if you can— 25 £7 tf 
To Edſon give the hammer, he's the man. 
Still, my good friend, keep up your Sunday 8 feaſt 
A brave ſirloin, a pudding, anda prieſt 
Eat, drink, as uſual, nor your peace deſtroy,” cr 
Nor mourn your Dawſon chang'd for honeſt Moy. 
Ben preach'd good ſermons, and had wit at will; 
Moy plays at cards, and ſmiles at dear ſpadille 
Let none his conduct or his viſage blame, 
For why are ftaring and ſtark mad the ſame? L246 p18 214 
Ladies, I'd praiſe you, but I fear Sir Dolphus () — 
He's great: at Court, and intimate with Malpas—- 


fr) Edwards: -  (s) Hopkins, (3) Kimberley, | (4) Dr. Jackſon, 
(5) Oughton. | as | 


— 


1 | I'd 
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I'd venture but he'll leave me in the lurch--- 5 
J win your favour, but I love a church. 
Take fire yourſelves, and be as warm as embers, 
And next election mortify your members! 
Only one ſhe, bright Molly at the Crown, 
Allow'd, confels'd, a beauty by the town, 
Claims place---how fair her cap! how white her gloves ! 
How {ſweet ſhe warbles to the happy Groves (1) ! < 
As late I journey'd to the Dome of Fame, 
A humane figure, Aldridge(2) was his name, 
Out-meaſured my ſlow ſteps—he went for praiſe, 
And begg'd admittance to the God of Bays ;. 
His left hand bore for all diſeaſes cures, 
And his reluctant right an ode endures. 
Balla nc d a while in doubt, his godſhip ſtood, 
To frown or ſmile, as he the labour view'd ; 
He ſeem'd impatient for applauſe---at laſt 
His hallow'd lips this final judgment paſt ; 
Homer has buried all his ſenſe in Greek ; - 
Few know its value, fewer care to ſeek: 
In Latin lies conceal'd great Virgil's theme ; . 
Few taſte the value of his verſe, I deem: - | 357% 01 
Blind Milton's depths, unfathom'd and. immenſe, 057 
And crooked Pope his meaning hides in ſenſe. 
You, my good Sir, for general profit write, 
All people that on earth do dwell-—do ite. 
In volume's {mall lies wond'rous worth enroll A. 
And wiſdom not to be exchang'd for gold: 
Tis ſo in man, you know-— a happy he, TY 
That chears the ſad, and makes the blind to ſees A 41 
Whoſe merry jokes and humour never fail? 
Who from the dark ned eye-ball takes the ſcale (3)! 


(1) men Groves, Eſq. | (2) Phyſician. 630 Dr. Smith, Died in 1783. 


C15 1 


5 Jack Smith, of value great, his height rehearſe, 
ach a foot; Sir, ii heroic verſe. 


See the thin ſquire! who makes his prelate ſwear, 


And Biſhop with Gad d--mme's wound your car (1)! 


Juſt in the afternoon at church appear, 


. Whilſt the prim vicat minces the Lord's Prayer. 


When times go hard he and his girls complain, 

The girls for huſbands, and the ſquire for rain. 

James Birch, George Maſon(2)--what, leave them unſong!-- 
Both good companions, and both. churchmen ſttong : 
Great ſouls! from vicious inclinations free; 

Great friends to virtue, and to poetry. 


See them at Hyche's (3) fight their country' 8 cauſe ; ; 
Weep o'er Britannia, and her injur'd laws; 


Jokes, bottles, topics, round the table run, 


Till ſolemn midnight's iron tongue ſpeaks one. 
Oft at your corner houſe you ſee a ſteed (4), 


Proud of a heavy collar fring'd with red, 
Toſs his gay top-knot, and, with ſcorn, not mind 
The long dependant load that drags behind. 
With equal pride, ſee roſy Abram draw, 
(A gainful trader in old hats and law (5) 
On each returning Sunday, through the town, 
A hardened heart, and a great robed gown. 
Unheard, -patific-at the church he prays, 


F< i 


And owns: he like à loft ſheep errs and ſtrays. 


Not ſo in council, at St. Mary's Hall, 
Where fools with knaves, and mayors with ſheriffs brawl; 
There their vile tongues, deluſive in debates, 


\ Whilſt he lells charuies and ſchool eſtates. | 1 
1 Fi ", ' Ii ei 
Mx. JOHN HEWITT, 1 
* 7 
1) Hanſon, (2) Silkmen. [3] Roſe and Crown Inn, [4] A. Keeling, 
[53] A. Owen. | 
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N. B. This epiſtle waswroteand ſent by thelate Rev.Mr. Shakeſp ear, 
many years Vicar of Leyland near Preſton in Lancaſhire, to a ſehool 
fellow in this city, and afterwards a very good friend of his, a 
Mr. Birch, from whom I had this copy. Sir Adolphus Oughton at 
this time was one of the members of the city, and ſather of the late 
General Oughton, who was educated under the late Doctor Jack- 
ſon, a cotemporary and intimate acquaintance of the Author S at 


that time. 


Mr. James Birch i Mr. George Maſon were two of the princi- | 


pal manufacturers at that time in the city of Coventry. The Rev. 
Mr.Moy was Curate then of Trinity; who died lately at Hampſtead 
Ridware in the County of Stafford. The Rev. Mr Dawlon was for- 
merly Curate of St. Michael's. | 


The city gates were at this time all landing, and the Camo crols 


in a decaying ſtates but many of the figures perfect: The princi- 


pal cauſe of its not being repairable, was, the ſtone it was built 
with, being moſtly a ſolt and one int ſtone. | 


1218, len. 3d in his HY year, granted a charter to a city; for 
the holding a fair annually on the feaſt of the FRY. Trinity, and 
to continue eight days. T 


1553, Edw. 6th in his 6th year, granted a 3 to the ſaid city 
for the holding a fair yearly c on 9g - 1ſt of October and to. continue 


two days alter. 


1728, The old dtapery oppoſite St. Michael 1 was lea 
down, and the Half- moon Inn built on the ground where it ſtood. 
The linen, flannel, and cloth ſair removed to t. Mary $ * 
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A Chief Magiſtrate, 
In the YE AR 1756, 


Upon receipt of an ORDER of COUNCIL directed to him, 
for the more ſpeedy and effectually Manning of His MAJESTY's 
Fleet; and for carrying into Execution an Act for the ſpeedy 
and effectual Levy of Able-bodied Men, to ſerve His MAJESTY 


as Soldiers. 
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Attending thoſe Proceedings. 
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The following Letter, from the moſt Honourable 
the Privy Council, on March 1, 1756, was re- 
ceived by the Editor. 


FTER our hearty commendations----WHEREAS, notwith- 
ſtanding all the endeavours that have been hitherto uſed for 
the ſpeedy manning his Majeſty's fleet, there is at this time 

a great want of able-bodied ſeamen for that ſervice: And Whereas 

it is abſolutely neceſlary, in the preſent critical and hazardous ſitua- 

tion of affairs, when attempts may be made to invade theſe king- 
doms, that no time ſhould be loſt, in the immediate equipment of 
his Majeſty's ſhips of war: And there being good reaſon to appre- 
hend that great numbers of ſeamen, and ſeafaring men, have with- 
drawn themſelves from the ſea-port towns into the inland counties 
of this kingdom, on purpoſe to avoid his Majeſty's ſervice, and are 
ſtill lurking about in different parts of the ſaid inland counties: We 
do therefore, in his Majeſty's name, and by his expreſs command, 

hereby require and enjoin you forthwith, and upon receipt hereof, 
to cauſe a ſtrict and diligent ſearch to be made in every part within 
your liberty and juriſdiction, for. all ſeamen and ſeafaring men fit 
to ſerve in the navy, that ſhall be found lurking or concealed there; 
and to cauſe them to be forthwith ſeized and taken up, by the con- 
ſtables, or other proper officers, and conveyed to a ſea- officer at Lei- 
ceſter, who will be appointed to reſide there, in order to receive 
ſuch ſeamen. And as an encouragement to the conſtables or other 
perſons to exert themſelves at this juncture, in taking up ſeamen, 
and conveying them as aforeſaid, that there be paid by the faid fea- 
ofiicer to the conſtables or other perſons who ſhall be intruſted with 
the conducting them to Leiceſter, twenty ſhillings for each ſeaman 
ft for his Majeſty's ſervice, and ſix pence a mile for, every mile they 
reſpectively travel. And his Majelly doth expect that you will uſe 
your utmoſt care and diligence in carrying theſe his commands into 
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immediate and punctual execution; and tranſmit to us from time te 
time an account of what ſhall be done in purfuance thereof. And 
ſo not doubting of your zeal and vigour in the ſtrict performance of 
this important ſervice, we bid you farewell, From the Council- 
Chamber at St. es s, the 28th day of February, 17 56, 


Your loving Friends, 


HARDWICKE. c. 


To our loving Friend, GRANVILLE, P. 


the Mayor of the DORSET, | 
City and County of HOLDERNESSE, 
the City of Coven- CHOLMONDELEY, 
- 2 HYNDFORD, 
ANSON, 
H. FOX. 


On His Majeſty's Service. 


To the Mayor of the City and 
County of the City of 
Coventry. 


> — — 


Upon receipt of the foregoing Order, or Letter of Council, I di- 
realy took the neceſſary meaſures for the carrying into execution 
his Majeſly's orders; and in a few days diſcovered and entered an un- 
expected number of able-bodied men, of which I ſent advice to the 
Tegulating-captain at Leiceſter, and received the following anſwer. 


SIR, Leiceſter, 7th March, 1736. 


1 Received the favour of yours of the 6th of March, giving an ac- 
count of ſome ſeamen in your cuſtody. I think it will be proper 
to apply to the commanding-officer of the army with you, for a pro- 
per guard to conduct them to this place. Pleaſe to direct io Captain 
John Boles, at the Three Cranes Inn, in Leiceſter. 
J am, Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
JOHN BOLES 
Captain 


To a 
John Hewitt, Eſq; _. * 
Mayor of Coventry. 
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Captain Boles receiving a denial of the aſſiſtance ſolicited Ein 
the commanding- officer of the troops quartered at Leiceſter, directed 
an account thereof to be ſent to me, which i is as follows: 


SIR, ; | 
(C*Aprain Boles deſires me to let you know, that he has applyd to 


the commanding-officer of the ſoldiers quarter'd here, and he 
ſays that its more than he can be anſwerable to do without a pro- 
per order from Government; ſo the beſt way he thinks will be to 
ſend them with a proper guard of conſtables, or which way a 
think moſt proper, and I am, Sir, for Captain Boles, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


Leiceſter, gth March, 1756. JAMES G ATT: 


& | HOGS 
John Hewitt, Eſquire, 
Mayor of Coventry.. 


Upon the receipt of which I wrote to the Right Honourable Rs 
Secretary of War, incloſing a copy of Mr. Gatt's letter; and on the 
gth of March wrote an anſwer to the letter received from his _— 
ſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council, to Lord Chancellor Hardwicke, 


to the following purport. 


MY LORD, | Coventry, 8 9. 1736. 
H I S Majeſty's commands I received, ſigned by his moſt Honour- 
able Privy Council, on Thurſday laſt. - The ſame night ordered 
a general privy ſearch to be made for ſeamen, and which hath been: 
continued with the utmoſt diligence by our high-conſtable and 
others. Have imprefled 7, and 5 more have entered volunteers. 
The difficulty we at preſent labour under, is want of an order of 
leave for the commanding-officer here to ſend a party to aſhſt as a. 
guard for conveying the preſſed men to Leiceſter. _ His. Majeſty may 
depend on my utmoſt endeavours and care. in executing the orders I. 
received, and likewiſe of my brethren's aſliſtance, his Majeſty's juſti- 
ces of the peace for this city. Had his Majeſty's commands extend-. 
ed to landſmen, or ſuch perſons as have. ſerved as marines, a, num-. 
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ber of able-bodied men could be taken up in this city and hberties, 
who might ſoon be made ſerviceable; With the higheſt cauſe of 
loyalty to the beſt of Kings, I am, | | 

My Lord, 


Your Lordſhip's 
moſt obedient, 


To the Right Honourable and moſt humble 
the Lord Chancellor. Servant, 
| London. JOHN HEWITT, Jun. Mayor: 


On the 11th of March received an anſwer from Lord Barrington 


to my letter of the gth. 
SIR, War:Office, 11th March, 1756. 
1 Have your favour of the gth Inſt. and am to acquaint you that 
an order goes by this expreſs, for Colonel Lambton's regiment to 
be aſſiſting to you from time to time, in ſafely conveying from Co- 
ventry to Leiceſter ſuch ſeamen as are, or ſhall be impreſſed, and 
are to be ſent thither, in purſuance of an order of the Privy Council. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt a 
John Hewitt, Eſq; humble Servant, 
Mayor of Coventry. BARRINGTON. 


I directly took the neceſſary meaſures for the carrying into execu- 
tion his Majeſty's orders, and to forward the ſame, cauſed the fol- 
lowing hand-bill to be edi * and diſperſed through- 


out the city, &c. 
Coventry, March 17, 1756. 


ALL GENTLEMEN SEAMEN, 

TI AT are willing to inliſt as volunteers to ſerve on board his 
Majeſty's fleet, and ſhall on or before the 31ſt day of this 
month enter their names with me, every able-bodied ſeaman will be 
entitled to his Majeſty's bounty of three pounds, and every ordina- 
ry ſeaman thirty ſhillings, who is not above the age of fifty, nor 

under the age of twenty years. | 
Any 


: E 


Any conſtable, or others, who will bring beſore me any ſuch ſea- 
men who conceal themſelves, ſhall receive, on delivery at Leiceſter, 
twenty ſhillings, and ſix-pence per mile for conveying them thither. 
JOHN HEWLFTT, Jun. Mayor. 


And in a few weeks met with great ſucceſs. 


SIR, 
BY an order from the Lord Chancellor, this comes to acquaint 
you, that yeſterday I fent to Leiceſter 6 more volunteers, which 3 

with 8 impreſſed men ſent on Tueſday, makes in the whole 47. 

Two only of the 33 firſt ſent. were objected to; the captain hath giv- 

en no anſwer to the laſt as yet. On Tueſday morning laſt I called 

together my brethren the corporation of this city, to conſider of 

ſome means to forward the compleating of Col. Lambton's regiment, 

quartered in this city; when the incloſed offer was agreed to. As 
ſoon as proper authority comes down, I ſhall immediately proceed 

to put in execution the late acts of parliament; and am, 

With all duty and affection 


To the Secretary for his Majeſty, and his 
of his Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council, 
Privy Council. JOHN HEWITT, Jun. 
SIR, Powis-Houſe, March 16, 17 56. | 


1 Received your letter of the gth inflant, and return you my thanks 
for the readinefs and zeal you expreſs in the execution of his Ma- 
jeſty's commands, contained in the letter from the Lords of the 
Council, for impreſſing ſeamen in the preſent exigency: I immedi- 
ately communicated your letter to my Lord Anſon, who informed 
me, that application ſhould forthwith be made for proper orders to 
be ſent to the officers of the troops, to give aſſiſtance in guarding 
and conducting the impreſſed men to the places to which they are 
reſpectively directed to be ſent. | | 
As to what you are pleaſed to ſay concerning landſmen, the let-. 
ters from the Privy Council do certainly not extend to the land ſer- 
vice, or the marines; but as an act of parliament is juſt now paſſed 
8 for 
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for the ſpeedy and effectual recruiting of his Majeſty's land- forces 
and marines, which gives the like powers to juſtices of the peace 
for that purpoſe, as in the late war, I make no doubt from your 
loyalty and good affections to his Majeſty and his Government, but 
you will diligently exert yourſelf in putting that act in due executi- 
on, as well as in the execution of the orders contained 1 in the letter 
to which you refer. 

As you deſire to be informed to whom it is proper for you from 
time to time to ſend an account of your proceedings, you will give 
me leave to acquaint you, that the Clerk of the Privy Council in 
waiting, is the proper perſon. 

I am, with great reſpect, 


P. S. I have received Vir, | 
your letter of the Your obedient, humble Servant, 
14th of March. 8 HARD WI CX E.. 


To the Right Worſhipful 
John Hewitt, Eſq; Mayor 
of the City of Coventry, 
at Coventry. 


— 9 ᷣU——w——ů — 


In conſequence of that letter, I ſummoned a meeting of my bre- 
thren; the reſult of that meeting is expreſſed in a hand-bill, print- 
ed March 16, 1756, as follows: 

16th March, 1756. 
CITY of COVENTRY. 

TEE Corporation of Coventry, being deſirous to encourage 

perſons who reſide in the city or county of Coventry, to inliſt 
as volunteers into Col. Lambton's regiment, now lying at Coventry, 
do hereby promiſe a reward of one guinea (over and above the boun- 
ty-money paid by the .commanding-officer of the ſaid regiment) to 
every perſon reſiding in the city or county aforeſaid, who ſhall, 
on or before the 16th day of April next, voluntarily inliſt into the 
faid regiment, and be accepted by the commanding-ofhcer thereof. 
The ſaid bounty to be paid by Mr. Mayor, immediately upon * 
perſon's being inliſted and accepted as aforeſaid. 

By Order of Council, 

JOS. HEWITT, City Clerk. 


(9) 
| Ry which means a number of volunteers were ſpeedily obtained, 
notwithſtanding the oppoſition of ſome of my brethren, from mean 


dirty motives, who gave me every inetrruption and trouble, to ob- 
ſtrut my ſucceſs in the raiſing and impreſſing of men, as well as the 


regulating their quarters. 


On the 12th of April I called another meeting of my brethren, 
in order to renew an order for the continuation of their bounty, the 
laſt order expiring on the 16th, which was accordingly agreed to. 


: 12th April, 1756. 
CITY of Ca YV EBEN 


HEREAS the time limited by the corporation of Coventry, in 
their Advertiſement of the 16th of March laſt; for paying their 
bounty of one guinea to every perſon reſiding in the city or county 
of Coventry, who ſhould voluntarily inliſt into Colonel Lambton's 
regiment, now lying at Coventry, will expire upon the 16th day of this 
inſtant April: And whereas the corporation have thought proper to 
continue the ſaid bounty, to perſons reſiding in this city or county, 
for ſome time longer, and to add a further reward to ſuch perſons | 
ſo reliding, who are freemen of Coventry: Notice is therefore here- 
by given, that the corporation's bounty-money of one- guinea, over 
and above the bounty-money paid by the commanding- officer of the 
ſaid regiment) to every perſon reſiding in this city or county, (not 
being freemen of Coventry) will be continued to be paid by Mr. 
Mayor to every ſuch perſon who ſhall, on or before the 16th day of 
May next, voluntarily inliſt into the faid regiment, and be accepted 
by the commanding- officer thereof. And as a farther encourage- 
ment to the freemen of Coventry, reſiding within the ſaid city or 
county, to inliſt as volunteers into the faid regiment, the corpora- 
tion do hereby promiſe a reward of two guineas (over and above the 

bounty- money paid by the commanding- officer of the ſaid regiment} 
to every ſuch freeman, who ſhall, on or before the ſaid 16th day of 
May next, voluntarily inliſt into the ſaid regiment, and be accept- 
ed by the commanding-officer thereof; the ſaid bounty to be paid 
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by Mr. Mayor immediately upon every perſon being inliſted and 
accepted as aforeſaid. 

| By Order of Council, 
JOS. HE WIT T, City Clerk. 


SIR, 
HE bearer is a ſoldier's wife, who was to have bam draughted 


to our Regiment, but was by accident kept with Lord Charles 
Hays. | 
| 4 the poor woman wants to go to Kent to her huſband, I beg 
the favour of your giving her a paſs for her protection. 

Her name is Catherine Buckton.---Bulineſs prevents Col. Mackay 
and I from waiting on you this morning, to return you thanks 
for a favour we hear you have been ſo good as to do us, 


I am, Sir, 
Coventry, March Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 
186, 1736. HUGH MORGAN. 
John Hewitt, Eſq; 
Mayor of 
Coventry. 
SIR, Leiceſter, 18th March, 1736. 


I Had the favour of yours To-day, with 7 men, » of which I 
think will do pretty well for our ſervice. I have had no anſwer 


from the Lords of the Admiralty about the conſtables charge yet, 


but ſhall acquaint you as ſoon as I hear from them, and ſhall glad- 


ly pay it if they order it. The irons.I ſhall return as ſoon as they 
are come from London. I have paid the conſtables 6 1. 10s. for 6 
preſsd men, being all in my power to pay till further orders. 
I am, Sir, 
| Your moſt humble Servant, 
To John Hewitt, Eſq; ; JOHN BOLES. 
Mayor of Coventry. 
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. war Office. 23d March, 1736. 


(Oionel Mackay having incloſed to me your Letter to him of the 
20th Inſt. I take che liberty to acquaint you, that the firſt 
clauſe of the act paſſed for the ſpeedy and effectual recruiting of his 
Majeſty's land-forces and marines, enacts, *© That within and 
throughout the ſeveral and reſpective counties, ſhires, ſtewartices, 
8 ridings, cities, boroughs, cinque- ports, pariſhes, towns and places 
1 Great- Britain, a ſpeedy and effectual levy of able-bodied men, 
** to ſerve his Majeſty as ſoldiers, ſhall be forthwith had, made, prac- 
tiled and put in execution, according to the rules and directions 


{+ of this preſent act,” 


And in the next clauſe are the following. words; All which 
Commiſſioners, by this act intruſted with the execution of the 
ſame are hereby ſtrictly enjoined and required to uſe their utmoſt 
care and diligence that his Majeſty's ſervice in making ſuch 
** levies asaforeſaid, be not diſappointed or neglected.” 


The ſucceeding clauſe enacts, ** That the high- ſheriff of every 
county, or his deputy, immediately upon receiving notice for 
that purpoſe from the Secretary at War, ' ſhall ſend precepts to 
their reſpective bailiffs, or others who are uſually employed to 
+ ſummon juries, directing them to ſummon the ſeveral juſtices of 
the peace, and commiſhoners of the land-tax, within their reſpec- 
tive diviſions, to attend at the uſual place of meeting in every 
diviſion upon a certain day in the ſaid precepts named.“ 


By this laſt clauſe I am confined to ſend notice to the high- ſhne- 
Tiff of a county, or his deputy only; I am therefore to ſubmit to 
your conſideration, as the notice required by the act of parliament 
hath been ſent by me to the high-ſheriff of the county of Warwick, 
and as the ſaid high-ſheriff hath publickly iſſued his precepts for 
ſummoning the ſeveral juſtices of the peace and commiſſioners, whe-: 
ther you the juſtices of the peace, and the commiſſioners for the city 


ot Coventry and county of the ſame, ought not to take upon your- - 
| | ſelves» 
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ſelves to execute the preſs at within your juriſdiction, in purſuance 
of the two firſt of the above quotations from the ſaid act. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 


To John Hewitt, Eſq; humble Servant, 
Mayor of Coventry. ____- BARRINGTON. 
SI R, . Coleſhill, 27th March, 1736. 


1 Only received the favour of yours of Veſterday juſt now. I would 
ſend in a company to Coventry directly, were it not the day is 
exceſſive bad; and as the men have not been warned before, it 


would be ſome time before we could get them together; ſo that they 


could be of no ſervice To-day, tho' they went from here an hour 
hence. I ſhould much rather our men were not employed at all in 
ſeizing of ſuch men as you chuſe to take up, becauſe it will occaſion 
the hatred and diſlike of the inhabitants to them, whereas I would 
chooſe to keep as well with the people of the town as poſſible, even 
the lower ſort. There were parties of the troops employed laſt year 
to impreſs ſailors in Scotland, which was taken notice of in parlia- 
ment this ſeſſions, and diſapproved of. I ſhould therefore wijl: the 
conſtables and their officers were only employ'd; but if they are re- 
ſiſted, they may of courſe call for our afhiftance. Im ſorry Lord 
Barrington's anſwer has not fully anſwered or explained what you 
wanted; but in the preſent emergency, the punctilio of law cannot 
be ſtrictly adhered to, elſe the ſervice may be neglected. I propoſe 
going to town To-morrow evening myſelf, and ſhall wait of you on 
Monday morning, and am with great regard, 
Sir, 
Lour moſt obedient 
: | humble Servant, 

To ALEX. MACKAY. 
John Hewitt, Eſq; | 

Mayor of 
| - Coventry. 222 | 
To be forwarded by Capt. Travers. | .- S I'S; 
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IN. 
Shall take it as a very great favour, you'll ſend me the Lords of 


the Admiralty's letter about Carney the preſs'd man, as it will be 
a help to paſs my accompts. I paid the conſtable 11. 18 8. 6d. for 
Carney as a preſsd man, and fifteen day's ſubſiſtence, and entrance- 


money for Thomas Boatt, a volunteer. 


J am; Sir, 
Your moſt che 
Leiceſter, 24th April, humble Servant, 
1756. N JOHN BOLES. 


P. S. I ſhall be obliged to you for your anſwer to this in a poſt 
or two. 


10 
John. Hewitt, Eſq; 
iayor of 
Coventry. 


— 


Notwithſtanding the oppoſition of a part of my brethren.. they 
could not prevent the principal gentlemen and inhabitants from 
joining with me in carrying into execution his Majeſty's orders, as 
well as the act for the more ſpeedy recruiting of his Majeſty's forces ; 
who (laying aſide all party prejudice) agreed in every meaſure that 
was found necellary to promote the public good, in the then critical 
litutation of national affairs. 

In order for the more certain directing the high-conſtable in the 


impartial quartering the inen, I requeſted of Lient. Col Mackay a 
liſt of quarters; which is inſerted, as it may have its uſes on the like 


occalions. 


MR Grant's compliments to Mr. Mayor; has ſent Mr. Mayor a 
return of the houſes the foldiers have been moved from, and 


the houſes they have been moved to. Mr. Grant will get Jo- mor- 


row the number of ſoldiers billetted at each houle. and will wait 


upon Mr. Mayor with it To-morrow. 
Sunday, pal 1 o'clock. 

To Mr. Mayor. q | 
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RETURN of 


Signs or Names. 


Cock 
Duke of Argyle 
Golden Ball 
Mitre 
Salutation 
Mr. \Waterill's 
Mr. Satchwell's 
Three Horles 
Dark Half-moon 
Joſ. James 
Black Lion 
Plume of Feathers 
Weavers Arms 
Blue Boar 
Chequers 
Darby and Joan 
New Inn 
Newcomb's 
Hare and Hound 
George | 
Adam and Eve 
Black Horſe 
Shoulder of Mutton 
Pack-horle 
Pack-horſe 
Eliz. Chaplin 
Iſaac Leeſon 
Jolly Weaver 
Roger Parker 
Thomas Tutton 
Bull's Head 
Riſing Sun 
Crown aud Ancho; 
Crane 
John Brown 
Flower-de-luce anc 
Crown 
Phealant Cock 
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the QUARTERS of Col. Lambton's Regiment, 
Coventry, 4th May, 1736. 


Streets. 


Stree 
Do. 
Misford 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Gosſord 
Do. 


Do. 

Mill-lane 

Little Park- ſtreet 
Zaily-lane 

St. John's- bridge 
\Well-ſtreet 

90. 

Do. 

Filver-ſtreet 
Cook: ſtreet 

Do. 

Ziſhop- ſtreet 
Jo. 

Do. 

Do. 

Milli- hill 


11gh-ſtreet 


20. 


— — — 
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No. | 


Signs or Names. 


Coach and Horſes 
Three Horſe-ſhoes 
Three Crowns 
Roſe 
Halt-moon & 7 ſtars 
Three Jolly Weavers 


| St. Patrick 


Queen's Head 
Crown 

Jolly Ofller 
Green Man 
Black Horſe 


| Elephant and Caflle 


Michael Ayres 
Dun Cow 

Golden Lion 
Meriden Tavern 
Mr. Cotterell's 
Blue Bell 

Angel 

Peacock 
Black-{mith's Arms 
Mr. Mills : 
Horſe and Jockey 
Popes Head 
Golden Horſe 
Hare g 
Dog and Duck 
Hen and Chickens 
White Horſe 
Bird-in-Hand 
Hind 

Holly-buſh 
Thomas Brown 
The Buck 

The Great Mogul 


White Bear 
Roſe and Crown 


Streets. - 


Muchford- ſtreet 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


[Do. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Butcher- row 


Baily-lane 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Hay-lane 

Do. 

Little Park-ſtreet 


5 
High-ftreet 


Do. 


No. 
Men 


, oh. On oÞ> oÞ we 


Signs 


Signs or Names. 


Sword and Mace 
Half- moon 
Mermaid 
Holly Buſh 
Jolly Bacchus 
heat Sheaf 
Black Lion 
Bear and Boy 
White Hart 
Leopard 

Mr. Wormaton's 
Red Lion 
Harrow 

Red Horſe 

Mr. Stalfords 
Globe 
Three Tuns 
Mr. Vaughns _ 
Horſe- ſhoe 
Roebuck 

Nag's Head 
Wool-pack 
Newton's 
Wind-mill 
Lockley's 
Lamb 


Streets. 


High- ſtieet 
do. 


do. | 

Little Park-ſtreet 
High-ſtreet 

do. | 


do. 


do. 
Well -ſtreet 


High- ſtreet 


do. 
Spon-Cauſeway 


do. 


Spon-ſtreet 
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No. 
Men 


6 
6 


10 
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> Keese 


Signs or Names. 


Dublin Caſtle 
Cock 

Caſtle 

Dolphin 
Unicorn 
Talbot 

King's arms 
Ipread Eagle 
Thiſtle 

Pope's Head 
Cock 
Barley-mow 
Robert King's 
Black Bull's Head 
White Lion 
Jer. Carpenter's 
Eagle and child 
White Swan 
Flaming Sword 
Duke William 
Mr. Johnſon 
Serjeant Bates 
Horſe & Trumpet 
Wind-mill 

Mr. Beach, 


Streets. 


Spon-ſtreet 
Spon-End 
Market-place 
do. | 


do. 
Weſt-orchard 
do. 

Butchery 
Derby-lane 
do. 

White Friars 


OFFICERS 
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OFFl C ERS quartered at the King's Head at REPAY 


Licut. Col. Mackay, 
Major Morgan, | 
Capt. Younge, 
Capt. Travers, 
Enſ. Jellryſen, 
Enf. Dalrymple, | 
Capt. Tettenhem, who. is only abſent for a few days, 
Capt. Williams, recruiting at Birmingham, has quarters here.. 
and has his baggage in his room. | 
Six Soldiers, wlio attend Officers. | 
ALEX. MACKAY. 
Capt. Morres, who 1s now recruiting, did quarter here, and. 
has his baggage here. 
Saturday, May 1ſt, 1756. 


Major Morgan's Company. 
Four men removed from the Coach and Horſes to the Three. 
Horſe- ſhoes. 
. Capt. Jones's Company. 
Iwo men from Colrill's to Holly-buſh. 
Four ditto from Elephant and Caſtle to the Peacock. 


Capt. Brownrigg's Company. 
Six men removed from the White Bear to the Half- moon. 


Capt. Youngs Company. 
Two men from the Black Bear to the Hare and Hound. 
'Two ditto from the Red Lion. to the Harrow. 
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A  War-Office, 114h May, 1756. 


I Have your favour. of the 8th Inſtant; and it appearing you are 

very ſolicitous for the diſcharge of William Wright, who was im- 
preſſed by your order, and ſince is proved to be a freeman of Liver- 
pool, I have thereupon wrote to Lieut. Colonel Mackay, of Colonel 


Lambton's regiment, to diſcharge him, as I have had great 8 | 


f your zeal for his Mayely s ſervice on this critical Junture. 


U 


IJ am, Sir, ; 
Your moſt obedient, _ 
To John Hewitt, n B Servant. | 
| Mayor of Coventry, | BARR ING TON. 


LONDON, Auguſt 24- 


The ADDRESS of che City of LONDON, preſented to His 
n ine laſt, was as follows: 


10 the K IN Gs moſt excellent MAJESTY, 


The humble ADDRESS. of the Lord- Mayor, Aldermen, — 
Commons of the City of enn in Common-Council 
aſſembled. 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 6 


WE your Majeſty's moſt Sariful "ory hoy tubjeds, ths Lord- 


Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons of the City of London, in 
Common- Council aſſembled, humbly beg leave to approach your 
ſacred perſon, and with hearts full of gratitude for your Majelly's 
paternal care of the true intereſts of your people, to expreſs our ſor- 


row and apprehenſions for the diſquictudes which our late loſfes and 


diſappointments muſt create in your Majeſty's royal mind. 
BOOK I. E | The 
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The loſs of the important fortreſs of Saint Philip, and iſland of 

Minorca, (poſſeſſions of the utmoſt conſequence to the commerce 

4 1 | and naval ſtrength of Great Britain) without any attempt, by time- 

= _ - ly, and.effetual fuccours, to prevent or defeat an attack, after ſuch 

early notice of. the enemy's intentions, and when your Majeſty's na- 

vy, was ſo. evidently ſuperior to theirs, will, we fear, be an indelible 
reproach on the honour of the Britiſh nation. 

Nor can we help expreſſing our apprehenſions for the great dan- 
ger of your Majeſty's poſſeſſions in America, by the miſmanagements 
and delays which have attended the defence of thoſe invaluable co- 
lonies, the object of the preſent war, and the principal ſource of 
the wealth and ſtrength of theſe kingdoms. 

Permit us, at the ſame time, Royal Sir, to lament the want of a 
conſtitutional and well- regulated Militia, the moſt natural and cer- 
tain defence, under Divine Providence, of your Majeſty's ſacred per- 
ſon and government, againſt all invaders whatſoever; as thereby 
your. Majeſty's fleets and armies may be more ſecurely employed 
abroad, to the annoyance of your Majeſty's enemies; your faithful 
and loyal ſubjects being ready-and willing, whenever called upon by 
your Majeſty, to fhed the laſt drop of their blood in your ſervice. 

As your Majeſly's reign has ever been diſtinguiſhed by a love of 
liberty and juſtice; we cannot doubt of your. Majeſty's directing the 

authors of our late loſſes and diſappointments to be enquired into 
and puniſhed,” that your Majeſty's: known intentions of protecting 
and defending your ſubjects in their rights and poſſeſſions, may be 
faithfully and vigorouſly carried. into execution, and that the large 
ſupplies, ſo neceſſarily called for, and ſo chearfully granted, may be 
religiouſly applied to the defence of theſe kingdoms and colonies, 
and their commerce, and to the diſtreſſing our inveterate and per- 
fidious enemies, as the only ſure means of obtaining. a laſting:.and 
honourable peace. | 

And we. do, vith the - utmoſt ſincerity. of heart, aſſure your Ma- 
jeſty;.. that your loyal City of London will, at. all times, readily 
and chearſully contribute to whatever may be neceſſary for the de- 
fence of your Majeſty, and your illuſtrious family, and towards the 
attainment of theſe great and deſirable ends. | 


YR . ( 19.) 


To which ADDRESS his M A] ESTY was pleaſed to return 
this moſt gracious ANSWER. 


— 


1 Thank you ſor theſe proſeſſions of your duty to me. My concern 


for the loſs of my iſland of Minorca is great and ſincere. My 
utmoſt care and diligence have been, and ſhall be exerted, to main- 
tain the honour of the nation, and the commerce of my ſubjeds. 
The events of war are uncertain ; but nothing ſhall be wanting on 
my part towards carrying it on with vigour, in order to a ſafe and 
honourable peace ; and for recovering and ſecuring, by the bleſſing 
of God, the poſſeſſions and rights of my crown. 

I will not fail to do juſtice upon any perſons who ſhall have been 
wanting in their duty to me and their country; to enforce obedi- 
ence and diſcipline in my fleets and armies, and to ſupport the au- 
thority and reſpect due to my government. 1 


I W given the City of Londawis Addreſs, and his Majelly's 
Anſwer, to ſhew the GP ſituation of national affairs at chat 


period. 
py of an Account F requeſted of the Duty paid by every Publican, 


for the better aſcertaining the abilities of every man to ſupport the 
expence, and for the better judging of the equality of the liſt of 


quarters, as to the numbers quartered on each individual : Accord- 


ingly J had the accounts ſent in of the payment of each houſe in the 


ſeveral cantonments. I have given one of the cantonments, being 
ſufficient for PN information. 5 


Having given 4 Liſt of G 1 ſhall give the following Co- 
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A LIST of the Viduallers Names in Coventry 4th Diviſion, | 


with the Duty each Houſe pays every ſix Weeks. 


Michael Eyres, at the Buſh, Pal 4 


Richard Thornel, at the New Pack-Horſe, 


- 


compleated, and marched for Portſmouth. 


Jof. Smith, at the Golden Lion, 8 
William Bradſhaw, at the Meriden Tavern, 
Thomas Anſell, at the King's Arms, 
John Owen, at the Dun Cow, - - 
John Miller, at the Angel, e 104719 
_ George Francis, at the Bell, - - 
Iſaac Snell, at the Elephant and Caſtle, 
_—_ Jonathan Holt, at the Pack Horſe i 
. | George Warner, at the Globe of the World, 
| yy Elizabeth Chaplin, at the Buſh, — * 
Iſaac Leſſon, at the Buſh, — - 
Joſ. Brown, at the Buſh, - - - 
George Hunt, at the Crane — 
Peter Taylor, at the Crown and Anchor, 
Jonathan Butlin, at the Ball — — 
g George Pierce, at the Riſing dun. 
William Daniel, at the Bull s-Head, — 
William Lightboron, at the Buſh, - 
John Sawrey, at the Jolly Weaver, 1 mn 
Thomas Toten, at the Buſh, ** 
Roger Parker, at the Buſh, 8. — 
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I ſhall conclude this Journal with only adding, that the number 
of ſeamen I collected and ſent for the public ſervice, amounted to 
80: And by the month of Auguſt the regiment of Lambton was 
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One of his MAJESTY" JUSTICES of the PEACE 
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Err COUNTY OF COVENTRY, 
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In the Y E A XR a7 
INT HE | 
SUPPRESSING or RIOTS any TUMULTS, 
IN TH E- 
COUNT Yoo WWA 
AvD Tus CITY and COUNTY or COVENTRY. 
B Oo O K III. 
| 3 | L ON D O N: + 
Printed, and may be had of the AUTHOR, and all . = 


$ | TO THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


T H E 
COUNTESS or PLYMOUTH, 
T1 


FOLLOWING TJOURN AL. 
4 = i © 
MOST HUMBLY INSCRIBED, 
LN | 


GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE 


GP 3 EM 


Cc 6 UNTENANCE AND AS 15 TANCE: 
| RECEIVED FROM THE 
RIGHT HONOURAB L E 
THE LATE: 
THOMAS LORD ARCHER, 
HER LADYSHIP's MOST HONOURABLE FATHER, 


B Y H © R LI D Y: $: 1.2%» 
MOST OBEDIEN T: 


; AND. MOST. HUMBLE SERVANYF, 


J. HEWITT. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HE deſign and intention of the author, in 

publiſhing the following proceedings as a Ma- 
giſtrate, are to ſhew how far lenitive meaſures, when 
judiciouſly directed, will prevail, when the rigorous 
execution of the penal ſtatutes have failed in the 
ſalutary effects intended therefrom ; and in order to 
guard every ſubject from an infringement of the 
laws againſt riots, the following abſtracts are | aca 
by way of precaution. 


HEN three or more perſons meet, with an intent to do an unlaw- 
ful act with force, and accordingly. execute the ſame; for if. they 
do not, it is only an unlawful aſſembly. 


But it cam be no riot, except there is a precedent intent to do an unlawful: 
act, and that with force. 


By the act of 1 Geo. I. called-the Riot Act, it is enacted, that every” | 


juſtice, ſheriff, under-ſheriff, and mayor, ſhall, on notice or knowledge of 
any unlawful riotous and tumultuous afſembly of perſons, to the number 


of twelve or more; together with ſuch help as he ſhall command, reſort to- 


the place, and ſhall, amongſt the rioters, or as near to them as he can ſafely 


come, with a loud voice, command, or cauſe to be commanded filence to be, 


while proclamation is making; and after that, ſhall openly, and with a: 
loud voice, make, or cauſe to be made, proclamation in theſe words, or- 


like in effect. 


Our Sovereign Lord the King, chargeth and commandeth all perſons be- 
ing aſſembled, immediately to diſperſe themſelves, and peaceably to depart to 
their habitations, or lawful buſineſs, upon the pains contained in the act, 


made in the firſt year of king George, for preventing tumults and riotous 
aſſemblies. | God fave the KING. 


If after proclamation made, ſach rioters. do not diſperſe within: an- hour, 
it is felony without benefit of clergy ; and if killed, he who kills them 1 18 


indemnified. 


Demoliſhing any meeting houſe, dwelling-houſe, or barn; is felony 


RE benefit of 7 ; and the city, town, or hundred, where it was 
, done, 
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done, ſhall yield damages to the party injured, to be recovered — any 
two of the inhabitants, in the 1 name of the rector. 


| 83 oppoſing with force, or hurting him who begins to make pro- 
clamation, ſo that it cannot be made, ſhall be felons without benefit of 
clergy ; and twelve continuing together afterwards, is felony without be- 


nefit of clergy. 
Proſecution, &c. muſt be within twelve months after the offence. 


A juſtice or peace officer having notice of a riot, muſt endeavour to 
remove it; he may bind the rioters to their good behaviour, and if they 
have no ſureties, or refuſe to be bound, he may commit them; and if the 
juſtice neglects, he is to be fined, and the two next juſtices to the place 
where the riot was committed, forfeits 1oo/. to the king, if they neglect 


| (having notice) to ſuppreſs a riot. 


One juſtice ting in a judicial place, and ſeeing a riot, may record it 
upon his own view, which is not traverſable, -becauſe he then acts as a 
judge, but it is otherwiſe, if he do not fit in ſuch Place. 


But when a riot is over, he cannot meddle, but my proceed againſt the 
offenders as treſpaſſers againſt the peace. 


One juſtice cannot fine them, for that muſt be done by two juſtices, by 
virtue of the ſtat. of 13 Hen. 4. | 


The juſtices ought to ſend to the ſheriff, or his deputy, who, by that 
ſtat. ſeem to have a concurrent juriſdiction with them in fining the offenders, 

and, therefore, upon a writ of error brought, the judgment was reverſed, 
where a fine was ſet without the ſheriff. i 


But yet it is the opinion of Mr. Lamberd, that the juſtices, without the 
ſheriff, (if they ſee a riot) may commit the rioters, take away their weapons, 
and appraiſe them for the uſe of the king, and _ the beating and kill- 
ing, if oppoſed. | | 
3 5 | | . The 
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The juſtices may record what is done in their view, which being a con- 
viction, they may fine the offenders, and commit them till paid; but Mr. 
Dalton ſays, the beſt way is to certify the record into B. R. that they may 


be fined there. 


If the offenders eſcape being taken by the juſtice, the record being cer: 
tified as aforeſaid, proceſs ſhall iſſue againſt them out of B. R. 


The juſtices may likewiſe grant a warrant againſt thoſe who eſcape, and 
bind them to good behaviour or commit them when taken. 


A town in Devonſhire, was indicted for ſuffering idle perſons to meet 
and hold affizes, in mockery of a court of juſtice ; one Gladman, of Nor- 
wich, took upon him to be a mock king, and went to the priory, with a 
crown of paper on his head, with a riotous aſſembly, the liberty was ſeized. 


Several were indicted for a riot, in reſcuing a perſon from an arreſt, near 
Charing-Croſs, and were fined 500l. the chief of them being a cobler, with 
a ſword in his hand, and a kettle on his head; and ſo he ſtood in the pil- 


lory, and the reſt likewiſe. : 


The pulling down or deſtroying turnpike gates upon roads, or fences 
thereunto belonging, or fluices, locks, &c. belonging to rivers, are of- 
fences by a late ſtatute, and 1s felony without benefit of clergy ; the going 
either by night or by day, with faces covered by vizards, &c. or under any 


other diſguiſement, is likewiſe telony without benefit of clergy. 
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A JouRNaL of the ProceepinNGs of a chief MAGISTRATE; by whith 
the Riots and Tumults in the Year 1756, were put «ap fo, in the Coumty 
7 W 3 u eee Ie i vt 2817 2 1978 
0 2 4 1 ' 36d 


N the month of Auguſt, 1756, in many parts of the kingdom, mobs 
roſe on account of the riſe of corn, and became ſo outragious as to 
pull down places of worſhip, houſes, mills, plunder and carry off 
people's plate, goods, as well as grain and cheeſe; large quantities of which 
were waſted and rendered uſeleſs.—A dreſſing mill near Walſal and Wed- 
neſbury, was nearly deſtroyed, and the mob carried away what meal they 
found; the greateſt part of which was wantanly thrown away. 5 


| At Nuncaton, Atherſtone, Polefworth, A feveral mills. - 
houſes were nearly deſtroyed; a Mr. Lythall's, of Harſtall-houſe, ſtripped of 
conſiderable value; likewiſe greatly damaged the Quaker's Meeting-Houſe 
in that neighbourhood, by pulling down parts thereof. The mob became 
numerous, nearly pulled down a cheeſe-monger's houſe at Nuneaton; 
upon which . one of them was ſhot, and ſeveral others made priſonerg, 
by the timely aſſiſtance of country noblemen, the civilized part of the 
town, and committed to Warwick goal. Lord Chief Juſtice Parker, then 
on the Midland Circuit, fat on the crown bar at Warwick, the very 
week of their commitment, before whom four of the rioters were tried on | 
the Saturday, convicted, and ſentence immediately paſſed upon them; two 
of them were, on the Wedneſday. following, executed, viz. John Collins, 
and Edward Croſs; two were © Wan and others at in . 
untried. a 


| The Lord Chief Baron, upon than — it bights neceſſary, t to 2 
ſpirit of determination and firmneſs; he adjourned the court until the 
Monday following, and declared his reſolution that he would hold the 
aſſizes every Monday, until the rioters were diſperſed: at the ſame time 
promiſed, provided thoſe who were ſtill rioting, levying contributions, and 
putting farmers, &c. in continual fear, would return home to their reſpec- 

A tive 
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tive habitations, giving aſſurances to remain peaceable, that thoſe who were 
reſpited, as well as ſuch that were detained, ſhould have his Majeſty's par- 
don, and be diſcharged: if they continued their riotous proceedings, every 
man that was apprehended and committed, ſhould be executed the day 
after he was found guilty.— What effect this proper and ſpirited declaration 
had upon the minds of thoſe deluded people, will appear from their 
<conduct. 


he execution of the two criminals was on the 2 5th of Auguſt. —On the 
31}, being then at my farm in the country, J received an expreſs from 
my brethren, the magiſtrates of Coventry, deſiring my immediate attend- 
-atice, as a large body of colliers were come to town under a pretence of 
complaining of the unlawful proceedings of the farmers and bakers, by 
which they and their families were diſtreſſed, by the great advance in corn 
and proviſions; at the ſame time had inſulted the magiſtrates who met to 
hear their complaints, and filled the minds of the inhabitants with terrible 
apprehenſions. INS] 


"Upon receipt of the meſſage, 1 direMy Jet off for Coventry; + no 
vide: alighted and got into my houſe, than I found my door immediately 
ſurrounded by a large mob of -colliers : as I-confidered the firſt promoters 

of fach unlawful and tumultous preceedings, men of bad principles and 

deſign, who, with a view of robbing and plundering their fellow ſub- 
s and neighbours, inſinuate into the minds of ignorant people their 

Fight to 'redrefs their own imaginary grievances without the aſſrſtance of 
the laws or magiſtrates, I determined to act alone, upon this occaſion, as 

chief magiſtrate; and endeavour, firſt, *by-perſuaſtve arguments, to con- 

vinee them of their error; and if J failed by lenitive proceedings, I deter- 

mined, by vigoroufly exereiſing the civil authority, to compel them to a 

#enſe of their duty: with theſe ſentiments -I went to the door, which was 

mo ſooner opened than my outer room Was filled, Without the appearance 
| _ ſurprize, I demanded their buſineſs? 


A. We are come to demand fufttce,- and to bs. our complaints before vou. 


Hg tinderſtend that is your buſineſs, and 1 am come to town on purpoſe 
0 
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to hear your e if you will make it appear any one hath 
-offended y_ 1029 laws Fit their ray 1. will puniſh them wn 9 
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Then 1 wall have an abllract printed, that you may know them, wy 


Now Joel me Ad whit . you 8 Upon which, * ant 
aid that they: bargained with a farmer for:a-rick- of wheat far | 5s. Gd. the 
buſhel; that fince the farmer had agreed with them, he had ſold it to a 
Principal baker in town, and had that morning delivered it, which was the 
occaſion of their coming; that they waited upon me firſt, but I Was not 


in town. I aſked if they had laid that complaint before my brethren? 


anſwered they had, but could get no redrefs—Lthen told them, as they 
had laid that complaint before the bench of juſtices, I never interfered with 
my brethren, and therefore could not enter upon that buſineſs: that pro- 
vided they -wauld: aſſure me of their immediately leaving the town, I would 


have the abſtracts from the acts relating to foreſtalling, &c. immediately 


printed, and would take. care that Very nam ſhould have.ane. 


That 1 would at all times be ey to hear their complaints, and put the 
laws ſtrictly in execution, with the utmoſt ſeverity, againſt all delinquents, 
without favour-or affection: that as I was ready to do them juſtice, they 
might be aſſured 1 would ſeverely puniſh ſuch as ſhould continue to ſet the 
laws at defiance, .and ſhould, immediately take the, neceſſary ſteps to caryy 
the ſame into execution. Upon which the ſpokeſman, and others, replied, 
that they ſhould depart the. city, and place their whole confidence in me, 
and would ſubmit to my requeſt without delay. They all left my houſe, 


and ſoon after went to their reſpective homes; but, as I was informed, on 


their going out of town ſome of them declared (at the requeſt. of ſome of 
the town's people) that they ſhould come on. Friday to regulate the market. 


To convince chem 1 Was not afraid of nenibers, 1 admitted as many as 
my houſe would contain: that I might recollect myſelf, I deſired their 
5 whilſt I eat my 4 which they readily admitted, as I had leſt 
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my dinner at my farm to wait upon them. I knew. the account they had 
given, with reſpect to the cauſe of their coming to town, to be a falſe one, 
for the true motive was in purſuit of a poor farmer's load of wheat he was 
that morning bringing to a baker, and they purſued him with an intention 
of ſeizing it; but the man ſet out too early for them, and had delivered it 
in town before they could overtake him. 

Upon their tre I did not loſe a moment —I determined to "IR 
my word; if poſſible, retain their confidence. l ſent the abſtracts to the 
preſs, which were that day printed off. I wrote to the Secretary at War, 
for an order for the aſſiſtance of the troops, in cafe of need, that if I was 
diſappointed in my plan, I fhould, by being prepared againſt all . 
eſcape the 2 of the town' and my brethren. 


That fans hip: I vequeſted a meeting of the juſtices, ind all the ſans! 
inhabitants of the town, at St. Mary's-Hall, to give them my ſentiments, 
and offer for their opinion a plan for the protecting the inhabitants from 
r freſh inſult; and to take their advice upon any farther _— Oy 


The following was the reſult of that meeting. | 
St. Mary's-Hall, Coventry, Aug. 31, 17 86. 
At; a- public meeting then and there held, J. HEwiTT, jun. Mayor, i inthe chair. 


The following gentlemen were appointed a committee to ſettle affairs 
about the price of corn; being advanced, as is alledged by the colliers; and 
to prevent, as much as in them lies, a riot by the colliers, as is threatened. 


William Grove, Eſq; | Mr. Grove Harrold, 
Doctor Burgh, | Mr. John Hayes, 
Mr. Robert Hughes, ; Mr. Chriſtopher Wright, ſen. 
_ © Mr. George Secker, | Mr. Green, 
Mr. Benjamin Brockhurſt, Mr. Belcher, 
Mr. Joſeph Cater, Mr. Lowke, 7 es 
Mr. Edmund Huddesford, Mr. John Bird, 
Mr. Gravenor, Mr. Birch, 
Mr. Gibbons, | | Mr. Samuel Kirkman: 
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Mr. Cox, 


RESOLVED, 


72 
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REe80LVED, That the conſtables of this city do attend to-morrow morn- 
ing, 9 o'clock, at Saint Mary's-Hall; and that each of them bring with 


them the names of two able aſliſtants. 


Every principal inhabitant is defired, upon Friday morning next, to have 
three or four able perſons in his houſe, to be aſſiſting to the civil _ 
trates, in caſe there ſhall be occaſion. 


; *Fhe e Was my addreſs to the public. 


Coventry, Aug. 31, 1756. 
ROM what motives the late diſturbances have proceeded I am an 
entire ſtranger to, otherwiſe than from the information of common 
report; that they aroſe from the foreſtalling of the markets, which have 
greatly advanced the price of proviſions: as I am determined to make the 
manufacturer, labourer, and induſtrious poor, the object of my care; ſo I 
am determined to puniſh, with the utmoſt ſeverity, all that endeavour to 
oppreſs them. How far theſe complaints are founded on truth, I know 
not; but think it my duty, as a chief magiſtrate of this city, to enquire 
into them, and, as far as lies in my power, to put a ſtop thereto, or remove 
the cauſe of complaint. I have hereunto annexed abſtracts of all the acts 
of parliament that are in force to prevent the unlawful enhancing the 
rices of proviſions, that if any ſhould find themſelves aggrieved contrary 
to the ſaid acts, they may be acquainted how far the law hath provided 
them relief; and all perſons may be aſſured, that on information being 
made, on oath, before me, or any of the magiſtrates of this city, all offenders 

hall be puniſhed with the utmoſt 9 as the law directs. 


And now my fellow citizens and countrymen, as I am ready to diſcharge 
my duty towards you, as a magiſtrate, let me put you in mind of yours, 
AS ſubjects; let the loyalty you owe to the beſt of King's, govern and direct 
you in every action; difturb not the peace of your neighbours, by tumul- 
tuous aſſemblies ; trample not on thoſe laws, which can only protect you 
from public oppreſſion ; regard the ſituation of your country, engaged in 
an unnatural war, with its moſt inveterate enemies; and in no wiſe be 
inſtrumental 1 in rendering the ſucceſs thereof ſtill more doubtful by diviſions 

B among 
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among yourſelves, and by drawing away the attention of thoſe who are to 
conduct it. 


Likewiſe, if you regard your wives, your children, avoid every action by 
which you may forfeit your lives, by thoſe laws made for yours and their 
protection; and you may at all times depend upon mer ging all the ſervice 


and juſtice that lies in the power of 


Your humble ſervant, 
JOHN HEWITT, junior, Mayor. 


This addreſs was immediately diſtributed in the city, and all the adjacent - 
villages. At Longford, I was informed the chiefs of the colliers waited for 
my publication ; to them I ſent off a ſpecial meſſenger, with a large parcel ; 
it was no fooner known, than a conſiderable number aſſembled on the Green 


at Longford; a table being brought forth, one of the beſt orators amongſt 


them mounted, and upon the word of the day being given, a profound 
ſilence immediately followed, and the people became all attention whilſt 


the abſtracts were reading: in teſtimony of their approbation, an inceſſant 
| ſhout followed, and the aſſembly immediately ſeparated and broke up. 


It being the race week at Warwick, I conſidered it a proper opportunity 
to ſee the heads of the country, and to adviſe with them upon the alarm 
ing circumſtances. Before I ſet out, I appointed proper perſons as ſpies, 
and horſes to be ready, in caſe of any diſturbances or appearances, that a 
ſpecial meſſenger might be immediately ſent to me; and a very reſpectful 


friend I confided in, engaged to let me hear from him every fix hours, who 


placed a perſon in the middle of the dwellings of the principal rioters. 


I left the following addreſs to be printed, and diſtributed in my abſence; 
and acquainted my ſenior brethren with my having ſent to the Secretary 
of State; deſired no notice might be taken, or any thing done, in my 


| abſence, relative to that matter; and that an expreſs I expected they would 


ſend over to me to Warwick, after reading the contents, which they were 
at liberty to open, | 
To 


6 
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To the Citizens and Manufacturers of Coventry, eſpecially thoſe who think 


themſelves aggrieved by the high price of corn and proviſions. 
Coventry, September 1, 1756. 


GENTLEMEN, 
IVE me leave to addreſs myſelf to you on a few particulars, as it is 
on you, and your complaints, that at preſent the attention of the 


public is fixed. I have, on my part, aſſured you I am ready to diſcharge. 


my duty, and I can aſſure you that the reſt of my. brethren are determined 
to do the ſame, by putting the laws immediately into execution againſt all 
offenders. We are not only bound in duty, as magiſtrates, to redreſs all 
grievances, but to ſupport the authority we are inveſted with, and to main- 
tain the peace of the city, as well as the property of its inhabitants; and 
are aſſured of being aſſiſted by the principal gentlemen, and others, in every 
neceſſary meaſure we ſhall take for that purpoſe. What would be the 
conſequence of an oppoſition on your parts ?—l need not ſay more, than 
put you in mind of the late public examples. 


It is the buſineſs of every inhabitant of this city, to give encouragement 
to every one who bringeth corn and proviſions to market; for the more 
plenty, the cheaper all eatables will be, and though proviſions at preſent 
run high, there is the greateſt reaſon to expect they will ſpeedily become 


lower, from the proſpect of a fine harveſt; unleſs you ſhould, by any 
imprudence, turn the courſe of trade to another market. Should you join 


in any unlawful method which may have a tendency to diſcourage or deter 
the farmer from bringing his corn or other neceſſaries to this market, he 
will ſooner than loſe his property or his life, take them to another, and ſell 
them at a lower rate. 


For example, What an opportunity would you give the people of Nun- 


eaton, Atherſtone, and Hinkley, ſhould you compel the farmers in North- 
amptonſhire, and others who live upwards, to carry their corn by the 


ftraight road to thoſe markets? They can get coals on that ſide of the 


country as well as this. Suppoſe you ſay that the roads are too bad; ours, 
at preſent, are ſo too; and you, by any imprudent ſtep, may make theſe 
towns think it worth their while immediately to apply to parliament, in 


good. 
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good earneſt, to get aſſiſtance for repairing thoſe roads, which have been 
long thought of; and then you will reflect upon your imprudent conduct 


when it would be paſt remedy. The corn at thoſe places laſt winter, were 
twelve pence a ſtrike higher than ours, and in all the markets round us 
were higher than our own; but ſhould ours be obſtructed, moſt certainly 
it will be juſt the contrary. 


It is complained of that people bring corn on every day in the week, and 
ſell it without waiting the market: conſider by what means that corn is 
brought; it is by thoſe farmers who come down to take up coals in their 
return, and though it ſuits them to do it on ſuch days, if they were con- 
fined to one day, it perhaps would be inconvenient for them, and oblige 


them to carry that corn to other markets where there is no reſtraint, As 
to the juſt complaints againſt bakers they ſhall immediately be removed. 


That there is a deſign of a body of men to appear here, to give any 
diſturbance, or ſtrike a terror into thoſe who are to bring you corn and 
proviſions to market, I cannot take upon me poſitively to ſay they will; 
but ſuch ſays common fame, and I am afraid, not without juſt grounds 
of ſuſpicion, which have put us upon taking ſuch meaſures as is neceſſary 
to prevent any attempts whatſoever: at the ſame time, we will fee you, 
and every poor man, have juſtice done him. Should any perſons come to 
town with views of this kind, conſider the conſequence of aiding and en- 
couraging them; you can receive no advantage, but bring ruin on your- 
ſelyes and families. | 


1 hope I have already ſaid ſufficient to convince you, it is not your inte- 
reſt to take any imprudent ſtep to interrupt the bringing of provifions to 
your own market; at the ſame time riſque your lives, ruin your families, 
and bring yourſelves to an ignominious death.—And every man who pays 
no regard to the advice given him, and ſhall in any wiſe diſturb the peace 
of the city, may be aſſured, that he ſhall for ever forfeit the favour of myſelf, 
my brethren the members of this corporation, and be conſidered as an 
enemy to his king and country. 

JOHN HEWITT, junior, Mayor. 

N. B. Every alteration in the aſſize of bread, will be inſerted in the 
weekly Mercury. 


Having 
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Having taken every precaution that prudence diftated, I keft, Coventry with 
ſanguine expectations of putting an end to thoſe riotous proceedings which 
had for ſeveral weeks prevailed; which neither the dread of the laws, nor 
the impreſſion of examples in the ſpirited execution of them, had been able 


to accompliſh, 


The ſame evening, at Warwick, I received a letter from Alderman Free- 
man, with the expreſs I expected, incloſed. The Alderman had concurred 


with me, not to ſend, but at the laſt n., for the troops. 


Here follows the Alderman! s letter, and after that the Earl of Holder- 
neſs's; dated Whitehall, Aug. 1, 1756. 


| Coventry, Sept. 1, n 

Mr. MA LVO, DEM, 
SIR, 

HE incloſed came this afternoon by expreſs, and is ſent = 

to your directions. All is quiet, and 1 hope we : ſhall want ao 


aſſiſtance. I am wiſhing you merry, 
\ Your molt, humble ſervant, -/ 
5 E. F REEMAN. 


Whitehall, Aug. 31; 17 56. 
8IR, 1 
Have received the 8 of your letter, by expreſs, with an account of 
ſome diſorderly meetings of the populace having happened at Coventry, 
— expreſſing your apprehenſions that the ſame might be renewed; and 
likewiſe acquainting me, that ſome of the perſons concerned in thoſe 
riotous proceedings, had made. uſe of treaſonable expreſſions ; and defiring 
the aſſiſtance of ſome military. Orders are accordingly ſent to the com- 
manding officer at Northampton, to hold himſelf in readineſs to march to 
Coventry, in caſe he ſhall be required to do ſo by the magiſtrates of that 
place; you will therefore, if you ſhall find it abſolutely neceſſary to have 
the aſſiſtance of the military, apply accordingly to the commanding officer 


at Northampton : but Iam, at the ſame time, ſtrongly to n eee it to 
C you, 
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you, firſt to endeavour to preſerve peace and good order by the uſual and 
common methods of juſtice. 
I am, 
Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient, 
Mayor of Coventry _ - +: Humble ſervant, 
HOLDERNESSE. 

The ſame time my private expreſs arrived with intelligence that my ad- 
dreſs of Auguſt 31ſt had been well received, as I have before mentioned; 
and it was hoped would have the wiſhed-for effect, the people having ſe- 
parated, ſeemingly ſatisfied with the particulars 1 had printed. 


All theſe particulars that ſame evening, at the aſſembly-room, I ac- 
quainted the then Lord Archer with, who defired the attendance in the 
drawing-room of the late William Lord Craven, the members for the 
county, and the principal noblemen and gentlemen then preſent, to whom 
I was requeſted to repeat what particulars I had given to his Lordfhip be- 
Fore; 'at the ſame time laid my letters before them, and had the approba- 
tion of all preſent, with reſpect to my proceedings; at the ſame time ex- 
preſſed their wiſhes agreeable to Lord Holderneſs's ſentiments, which were 
mine, not to fend for the military but at the laſt extremity. 


I ſtaid at Warwick until the ſecond night's ball. Having received no 
intelligence but what confirmed the peaceable diſpoſition of the people, it 
being early on Friday morning when the company broke up, and having 
fixed ſeven o'clock that morning for the meeting of the inhabitants, con- 

ſtables, &c. at St. Mary's-Hall, without going to bed I ſet out for Coven- 

try—At my arrival there, to my great aſtoniſhment and ſurprize, I was 

told that a quarter-maſter was arrived from Northampton, and had been 
at the High-conſtaBles for billets, and the troops would be in town in a 

mort time: I then repented my permitting the opening my expreſs, and 

*blamed in myſelf the truſting my proceedings with any one, and which 
taught me a leſſon I never after forgot, on matters which required fecrecy, 
as well as reſolution in the execution and direction: On whom to charge 
this imprudent ſtep I then did not know, and had not time to enquire, as 
| | my 


des RR ö; © „ 
my immediate attendance was required at the Hall; but ſoon after a letter, 
that was intended for me at Warwick, by ſome neglect was not delivered, 
perhaps owing to my unexpected leaving town, without going to my 
lodgings. This letter, which came from the late Alderman Kirkman, 
fully explained what I was before at a loſs to know, | 


— _ 


S IR, | Coventry, Sept. 2, 1756. | 
IN CE laſt night, ſeveral incidents have happened, that convinces us 
that the colliers will certainly be here to-morrow, and we are under 
no ſmall apprehenſion for many of our own people, who ſhew a ſtrong 
diſpoſition to join them; we therefore think it would be extremely wrong 
to fix abſolutely upon a viſit to my Lord Archer on Monday next, but we 
can inform his Lordſhip on Saturday whether we can or not. We have 
{ent to Northampton an expreſs for two troops of dragoons, -who, I ſup- 
poſe, will be with .us to-morrow in the evening: You'll = no notice of 
this laſt circumſtance. We are, &c. 
'Your humble ſervants, 
3 Parlour, Sept. 2, 1756. J. KIRK MAN. 


1 conſidered myſelf exceedingly ill ſed, but any remanſirance was then 
too late; but he was the ſole and e cauſe of the - being 
ſent for. 


have been more particular in this matter, as a 0 raſcallly fa falſhood VT 
was propagated-at-that time to raiſe a popular glamour againſt me, as be- 


ing the cauſe of the troops coming from Northampton; and it was gene- 
rally received as a fact, except by thoſe who knew of the meeting. In my 
abſence, and what was more ſhameful, that the very author endeavoured 
to propagate the belief of it. Soon after the meeting of the gentlemen 
at the Hall, I received a letter from Mr. Taylor, with aſſurances that the 
colliers were all at werk, and not a man would be in town that. _ 


—— 


* 
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SIR, 
Thought proper to acquaint you, that all our ee are now at 
work; and we have done, and will do, all that lies in our powers to 
— them at werk, and from doing any miſchief any where; and that 


„ 


chere will not be a man of ours at your city to-day, and "RIM upon 


any tad purpoſes. 
From your humble ſervant, 


| Bedworth Colliery, Sep. 3 1756, GEO. TAYLOR. 
To John Hewitt, Mayor of the ty. of Coventry. 


Upon my ſhewing Mr. Taylor's letter, and its 3 known the troops 
were approaching, it was, upon being duly debated, conſidered totally un- 
neceſſary for the conſtables, &c. being any longer detained from their fa- 


milies or buſineſs. 


The day proved a very peaceable market, and not a ſingle complaint of 
any diforder was heard of afterwards for ſome time, or until the following 


As a proof of the pablic approbation my proceedings met with, I was 
applied to by different bodies, &c. for my advice and directions; amongſt 


that number were the following. 


S IR, 
INCE our popular Siftarbances about our dreſſi ng-mills, there has 


been great complaints in this city by all ſorts. of people againſt the 
company of bakers, for making their bread ſo very ſmall, and am afraid 
not without reaſon. As.L think it my duty to contribute as much as in 
me lies to the peace of the city, am determined to put in execution the 
ſtatutes relating thereto; but as there never was any thing of this kind 
ever done in this place, and as all innovations meet at firſt with great op- 
poſition, though never ſo well intended, am adviſed to conſult ſome ma- 
giſtrate, where the aſſize of bread have been long eſtabliſhed, for the 
ſcheme which is purſued, or method of putting the ſtatutes in execution. 
As your character is that of taking pleaſure in doing acts of benevolence 
that any way contribute to the public good, ſo I imagined I could not 
'apply more properly than to a gentleman of your good nature and public 
ſpirit, therefore ſhall take it as a particular favour if you'll be ſo good as 
to tranſmit to me the method or ſcheme you purſue, as we may make a 
2 proper 


» R I O T ,& 13 


proper beginning, and, if poſſible, before the ſeſſions, which will be an. 
additional obligation to him who is, with the greateſt eſteem, . | 


| Your moſt obliged humble ſervant, - 
Litchfield, 28th 7ber, 1756. VW. COTTON, 
| High Bailiff of the city of Litchfield:. 


To the worlhipful Mayor of the city of Coventry. 
Litchfield, 16th October, 1756. 


S I R, | 
Am greatly obliged to you for the trouble I gave you in. anſwering. my 


letter, the ſcheme of which 1s greatly oppoſed, but am determined to 
purſue it, and eſtabliſn it if poſſible, as I think it will be of great utility 
to the city; but muſt beg when you have a leiſure hour, to give me a line 
what you generally allow for the manufacturing or profit to the baker, as 
they are not content with 12 d. a ſtrike. I hope you'll be ſo good as to 
excuſe the freedom I take with you; do aſſure, if ever any thing in my 
power to ſerve you ſhould offer, no perſon ſhall more N diſcharge- 
the obligation than him who is, with great eſteem, we 

Your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 

W. COTTON. 


To. Mr. Hewitt, Mayor of the eity of Coventry. 


Here followeth the ſeveral addreſſes, publiſhed by the author in the year- 
1756 and 1757, upon different riots and riſings, upon the account of _ 
high price of gun and Poon, 


In the year 1757 there were again great riots in this eity, and ſeveral- 
farmers were robbed of their property in the market, and a grainery plun- 
dered. At the requeſt of the Mayor I gave my aſſiſtance; ſeveral of the. 
rioters were apprehended, and committed by me. Upon which I printed 
the following addreſs to the inhabitants and citizens of Coventry. 


The firſt was prior to any .commitment or an diſturbance had 


happened. | 
| Db To 
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To the Printer of the Coventry Garette, 
„ 
Pleaſe to inſert the following: 1 oblige your friend and . 


AVING lately obſerved that the ſtreets of your city, as well as the 
villages adjacent, have of late been more than common peſter'd with 


great numbers of beggars, whether owing to the laws not being put in 


execution, or to the encouragement they meet with from the relief they 
more pitifully receive of the inhabitants than in any other city or county. 
If the act of parliament hath not been ſtrictly executed, and the orders of 
the magiſtrates neglected, it is high time freſh orders ſhould be given, and 
thoſe officers Who have been guilty of neglect of duty, ſeverely fined. But 
this will not 'be effectual, if the inhabitants continue to relieve all that 
atks. The reflection, then, will fall very juſtly on them, and not on the 
magiſtrates or officers. It is a very common ſpeech amongſt people to 
fay, What a ſhame it is ſuch a number of beggars ſhould be ſuffered to 
go about! without conſidering, that at the. time they are reflecting upon 
others, they themſelves are only faulty; for would every one, inſtead of " 
blaming thoſe that are unacquainted with theſe circumſtances, apply to a 
conſtable or magiſtrate, and deliver ſuch vagrants into the hands of juſ- 
tice, that the laws may be put in execution, inſtead of relieving and en- 
couraging them to ſtay, and return when driven from other towns: this 
would ſoon put a ſtop to this dangerous and growing evil. For to what 
purpoſe is it to make laws, if they are not made uſe of? and if people, 
who can give information of offenders, refuſe to do it, how are the juſtices 


_ to diſcharge their duty without? We have continually paragraphs in our 


public papers, giving accounts of great riots and damages done to millers 
and others, becauſe of their being ingroſſers of corn, and occaſion the 
preſent ſcarcity and high price thereof. But do they mention 'any convic- 
tion? do they mention any informations? None; therefore we may juſtly 
conclude, that there hath been no offenders: for it is well known the law 
bath provided puniſhment for ſach offences as well as others. If there 


hath been any convictions of this kind, there hath not been the ſame pains 


taken to publiſh them, as to diſquiet the minds of his majeſty's ſubjects, 
by ſetting one part of the nation to follow the riotous and unjuſt example 
of the other, and mũſt conclude with ſaying, that the inſerting of ſuch 
paragraphs 
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paragraphs tends to diſturb the peace of this kingdom, and ſhould be 


omitted by every true lover of his country. 


May 25, 1757. 
5 To the inhabitants of this and other places. 
Y this time all ſenſible people are convinced, that the preſent high 
price of proviſions 1s owing to the failure of the laſt year's crop, and 
the great rot amongſt the ſheep. The laſt no one doubts ; in regard to 
the corn, every one, from viewing a field of corn when ſtanding, are not 
capable of judging; and even the beſt and ableſt farmers are oftentimes 


deceived by appearances of a growing crop, which, when cut drown, 


proves light in the ear, yields but little when threſhed out, though a large 


and plentiful crop of ſtraw, ſufficient to make an appearance to deceive 


a traveller, or a perſon who by chance paſſes by it when growing. Such 
were the crops, in general, the laſt year. This is the true cauſe of our 


preſent want, not owing to any act of man, but what Providence hath 


ordered for us; therefore let us not be ſtudying ruin and deſtruction to 


our neighbours and fellow- ſubjects, but let us turn our thoughts to a 


more proper ſubject: Let us heartily join in our prayers to the Moſt High, 


who is the fountain from whom all goodneſs flows, that he will be pleaſed 
to hear the cries of the poor and needy; that he will bleſs the earth with 


fulneſs; and, that the preſent year may be a year of plenty, that our pre- 
ſent wants may be thereby relieved. 


Another addreſs to the public. 


Y inflicting puniſhments on offenders, it is intended not only to ren- 


der juſtice to the king and country, but as examples to deter others 
from being guilty of the like crimes. Where great numbers are concerned 
in one and the ſame offence, it hath generally happened that the ringleaders 
only have ſuffered; at leaſt ſuch hath been the merciful diſpoſition ſhewn 


ever ſince the preſent family hath been in the poſſeſſion of the throne of 


theſe kingdoms to their unhappy ſubjects, except ſome particular caſes, 


where it hath been judged highly neceſſary for ſupporting the public credit, 


on which the welfare of a trading nation depends, and where murder hath 


been committed. It is well known that our preſent moſt gracious ſove-- 


reign hath, upon all applications, with great chearfulneſs and ſatisfaction 
extended 


extended his royal mercy to thoſe who have been recommended to him as 
objects worthy thereof. 


Such clemency one might expect would have a proper effect on the 
minds of the people, and make them ſenſible of the great obligations they 
are under to Providence, that hath placed ſo great and merciful a prince 
on the throne of theſe kingdoms, under whoſe government every one may 
enjoy the fruits of his labour; and what obligations are we under to the 
3 Divine Being for ſo great a bleſſing, and how ungrateful muſt thoſe peo- 
= ple be. who ſhall in any wiſe be inſtrumental of diſturbing the. peace of 
4 - fo good a king, by trampling on his laws, contrived and intended for 
16 the ſupport of their liberties and preſervation of their property, by. treat- 

| ing his clemency with contempt and ingratitude, and at. the ſame time: 
deſtroying all order and regularity, plundering their neighbours of their 
goods, and deſtroying the very foundation on which the ſecurity of. their. 
country depends; at a time that their country is engaged in a war with 
its moſt inveterate enemies; when their ſovereign's repoſe and peace ſhould 
be the chiefeſt and greateſt object of their concern, to alleviate the dif- 
ficulties he is thrown into by ambitious and defigning men, to promote. 
mercenary and private purpoſes at the expence of their country's welfare; 
- and inſtead of uſing their oratory to embarraſs and interrupt, let them uſe 
it to forward the ſupplies neceſſaries for effectually diſtreſſing our enemies, 
and to promote every laudable meaſure that will tend to retrieve the ho- 
nour of an injured nation. 


The following was publiſhed May 1757. 


HE riotous and tumultuous behaviour of the populous, in many: 
parts of this kingdom, hath been begun by artful. and deſigning 
villains. with a view to rob their neighbours; carry away their property, 
that they may ſupport themſelves in idleneſs; and, by many falſe inſinu- 
_ ations, draw in innocent and honeſt people: but moſt ſurpriſing it is, that 
ſo many people of property, who do not chooſe to be actors in ſuch dan- 
gerous proceedings, are encouragers and abettors thereof, and ſeem to 
think it no crime to feaſt their eyes at the expence of their neighbours 
deſtruction, and look on with a pleaſing ſatisfaction, ſeeing their neigh- 
boure _ dragged out of their houſes, or the honeſt farmer, who is 
bringing 


% 


o | R I 0 T S. | | 17 


bringing proviſions to the market, robbed and ſtripped of the whole, con- 
trary to all law, and in defiance of juſtice. Such ought, by all honeſt 
men, be held in the greateſt deteſtation, as enemies to the peace of ſociety. 
From what ſentiments ſuch tempers and diſpoſitions ariſe in the heart of 
thoſe who at the ſame time would be reputed honeſt is moſt amazing, 
that ſuch ſhoukt be found in a Chriſtian country, who forgetting that they 
are indebted to the Supreme Being. who, in his Providozee, provides them 
with proviſtons,, and in whoſe power it is to withhold all the bounties of 

nature, charging the drficiency of neceſſaries on men that only ſow and 
reap, to whoſe: bountiful goodneſs you are indebted for all you poſſeſs; 
to him, therefore, make your applications, that your preſent wants may 
be relieved, by crowning the preſent year with fulneſs and plenty. Re- 
member the late examples, made of thoſe who had been guilty of ſuch 
| hurtful and deſtructive practices, were ſafficient to ſatisfy. you that ſuch 


crimes are capital offences, after which how can you plead ignorance? 


You now are without excuſe; and be aſſured, that though mercy-hath 
been extended heretofore, you muſt not expect to find it always, as this 
great and growing evil will oblige your governors to execute the laws with 
the greateſt Acme and —_— with the utmoſt ſeverity all offenders. 


Let me axhort you who were in the late riot, and who may be ſo for- 
tunate as to eſcape unpuniſhed, or conceal yourſelves from the fight of 
juſtice, to think ſeriouſly of your crime, and let the unhappy circum- 
ſtances of your accomplices now under confinement have a proper in- 
fluence on your future conduct; and be aſſured of this, that theſe unlaw- 
ful and violent proceedings will, inſtead of making proviſions cheap, be 
a means of making them ill dearer, and prevent a ſufficiency being 
brought to the market; and the conſequences to yourſelves muſt be, that 
ſome of you will be apprehended, and if convicted, die a ſhameful (90 
ignominious death. I am, | 

Coventry, May 30, 1757. Your fellow-citizen, e. | ; 


To the Citizens of Coventry, thoſe eſpecially concerned in the late Riot. 


_ GENTLEMEN, 
Y regard for you, and the welfare of your families, forces me at t this 


time to give you my advice in a few particulars. 


- Your 


_— 


18. F gs 
Your chief magiſtrate the laft year left you without excuſe. He laid 
before you the evil conſequences of offending againſt the laws of your 
country, the bad eſfects of diſcouraging the farmers and others from 
bringing proviſions to your markets for fear of being robbed of the ſame, 
and being deprived of their lives. He put you in mind of the war you 
was at that time engaged in, the encouragement your inveterate ene- 
mies received from your diviſions, and the calamities you were bringing on 


your own heads, and thoſe of your wives and children. But to what 


purpoſe was the good advice and reaſonable council he gave you, and the 
readineſs he declared, and all the worthy magiſtrates of your city, to exe- 
cute the laws againſt any who ſhould offend againſt the laws of the nation, 
which were made againſt foreſtalling and engroſſing, that you might know 
what thoſe laws were, and how you might get relief againſt any; that, 
contrary to thoſe laws offended, they were given you in print. But can 
you ſay, that any informations have been offered and not received? Hath 
there been any offenders that have gone unpuntſhed ? Is not the corn at 
this time falling in price, and become cheaper? Have you not all the 


proſpect in the world, through Divine Providence, of a plentiful harveſt, 


and of having every thing upon a much reaſonable price? Have you ſo 
ſoon forgot the extraordinary favours and charitable collection made for 
your relief in the rigorous and ſevere part of the year? How diſcouraging 
is ſt for any ſuch ſtep being undertaken any more, when you ungratefully 
Teturn the favours you received ? For not only your own families, but the 
purſes of thoſe that ſhewed a compaſſionate regard for you when diſtreſfed, 
will be ſufferers by your raſh proceedings. My fellow-citizens, think ſe- 
Tiouſly of your late miſtaken conduct; and if you have any regard for 
your unhappy cempaniens who are now in the hands of juſtice, and are 
deſirous of ſeeing them favourably dealt with, and not made public ex- 
amples of. Give no further provocation by your future behaviour, but 
endeavour to avoid the reſentment of thoſe which you have juſtly brought 
upon you, by a conduct void of offence, As the ſoldiers are now leaving 


you, ſuffer not yourſelves to be drawn into freſh errors, leſt you provoke 
the moſt merciful of princes to cauſe juſtice to be executed againſt you, 


without any mitigation. 


2 | an 


. A me 


An INTRODUCTION to 4 larger Diſrourſe on the Cauſes and Incidents 
for which the Riſe and Fall of Provi Hons frequently Rank both with 
Reſpect to Coxx and CATTLE. | 


N every commercial nation, the prices of proviſions, and all other com- 
1 modities are ſubject to a two-fold riſe, the one gradual and conſtant, 
ſcarcely perceptible, but at very notable intervals, as from century to cen- 
tury ; the other ſudden and temporary, mounting up in the ſpace of a few 
months to double, and even treble the current ſtandard, and then as ſud- 
denly ſubſiding to it; the firſt kind of riſe, every thinking man will attri- 
bute to certain and permament cauſes; the latter to ſomething caſual and 
tranſitory ; but nothing is ſo common, to miſtake the one for the other, and 
to this error we owe the tumults ang riots of the common People. 


Upon every ſudden riſe of common proviſions, the popular cauſes of the 
preſent dearneſs, and the objects of preſent deteſtation to every honeſt 
Engliſhman, are huckſters, engroſſers, foreſtallers, encloſurers, and exporta- 
tion. Let us all agree to paſs ſentence on them altogether; but before exe- 
cution, we may take time to conſider a few plain facts. 


In the year 1761, wheat was very low and reaſonable, the average price 
25. and 25. gd. the buſhel, although in the years 1757 and 1758, it was as 
high as 8s. 9d. and gs. and between 1761 and 1764, at 46. and 4s. 64. Now, 
can any reaſonable man imagine, that the huckſters, engroſſers, exporters, 
and encloſurers, were encreaſed in the pace of two years, capable of Pro- 
ducing this effect. 


In the ſpring of 1740, a was at 6s. . that year as high as 95, 
in ſome parts of the kingdom. 


From January 1741, O. S. to May 4751, the average ates of wheat 
was often at 25..6d, the buſhel, and never.exceeded 3s. .6d. (fix different 
Mmarket- 
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market- days only excepted) in the courſe of ten years, and then only ad- 
vanced for one week each time 3d. and 6d. a buſhel. — In 1751 and 1752 
the price was 45. 6d.—In 1753, 1754, and 1755, It was at 4s. 9d. in the end 
of 1756 at 6s. gd. In the ſpring of 1757 it roſe to 88. gd. and upwards ; 
from thence to 1758 it continued high : from that time to 1761 it con- 
tinued falling, and came under 2s. 9d. the average price, and at which 
price that year I ſet the aſſize of bread ; from 1761 to 1764 it again got up. to. 
45. 3d. it is now again very dear. — But is it ro be thought that an army 
of huckſters and engroſſers came over from abroad, and went back again 
every time the price fluctuated in this manner; that common ffels were 
divided and thrown open again at theſe ſeveral periods, or that our corn 
was not moſt exported when it was at the cheapeſt? Will any ſenſible per- 
| fon believe or ſuppoſe, that to create ſuch changes and alterations in the 
markets, all the huckſters and farmers lay their heads together, or any 
two perfons meet together for that purpoſe? or that a' meeting of two 
hundred would have an effect at once on all the markets of Great-Britain 
and Ireland? Whoever will be at the pains to look over a chronicle of the 
weather (abſtracts from which I have here annexed) will find that the 
ſummer of 1740, ſucceeding the great froſt, was exceedingly wet and cold 
and unſeaſonable, that of 1752 was alſo wet, but that of 1756 moſt remark- 
ably ſo, and that of 1760 was allo very wet in this kingdom.—A wet ſum- 
mer is to a proverb, pernicious to the grain; the blight which deſtroys 
the corn in the car falls moſt frequently betwixt the ſhowers that happens 
in cloudy and gloomy weather, mouldineſs is the natural conſequence of a 
Jate harveſt and long expoſing the corn, the inſects that occaſion the ſmut 
are never ſo numerous and prolific, as in a rainy ſeaſon. — The ſpring of 
1755 and 1756 were both wet ſeeds-time, 1759 and 1760 were indifferent wet 
years, but a very dry ſeed- time, which produced a very plentiful harveſt : 
It is obſerved by, Dr. Davenant that a defect in the harveſt of one tenth, 
raiſes all the corn in the kingdom two tenths; if corn was at 5s. a buſhel. 
it will amount up to 6s. 6d. if two-tenths the price will advance eight- 
tenths, or from gs. the Wincheſter buſhel to gs, It hath been ſaid that this 
kingdom raiſes in one plentiful year as much corn as will ſupport its in- 
habitants ſeven years but this is a great miſtake, though the quantity of 
corn now raifed/1s an eighth more than it was thirty years ago; yet from 
_ increaſe of the conſumption of wheat for bread, more than formerly, 
there 
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there is too great cauſe to believe, that there is ſeldom more than two 
months proviſions at the end of July, even after a fruitful year, a failure of 
a tenth reduces to leſs than one month ; a failure of two-tenths leaves no 
ſtock at all, but makes an importation of corn neceſſary: the deficiency of 
»756 was of this latter kind, we were neceſſitated to import 130,000 quar- 
ters of wheat from foreign countries, a thing ſcarce ever known fince the 
bounty was firſt allowed on exportation, and the laſt defect of 1763 
was about the former proportion, and the ſtocks are not yet replaced ; this 
may be imputed to continuing the exportation too freely in 1765 ; but 
in favour of this meaſure, let it be remembered, that the average price of 
wheat from 1746 to 1765 was 11. 1rs. 8d. 2, from 1746 to 1966, 2/. 
55. 4d. that in the year 1749 we exported a million quarters of corn, 
which brought into the nation above two million of coin; yet wheat 
for four years following was under 3s. 6d. the buſhel, Wincheſter 
meaſure. It is now no longer a ſecret that the French have adopted: 
the ſcheme of giving a bounty on the exportation of their corn, ſo that 
except we meet them at the market whenever there is the leaſt opportunity” 
to do it with ſafety to ourſelves, we are in danger of leaving this moſt pro-- 
fitable important branch of traffick, an article as valuable as coin, as our. 
wool, and which hath brought in more money, and better than all our 
foreign trade; however unſucceſsful my hopes to remove popular preju- 
dice againſt exporters of grain, which the laws of the country have coun-- 
tenanced by a bounty, to encourage the huſbandman to ſow in abundance, 
and convert greater quantities of land into tillage, to undertake the expen- 
five improvement of waſte and uncultivated lands, from which the increaſe: 
of all ſorts of grain ariſes from at this period, and to this we owe our pre- 
ſervation from the dreadſul feelings of dearth and famine, experienced by 
our anceſtors ; what miſery and diſtreſs muſt this nation have felt, even 
the preſent year, had not his majeſty, the parliament, and privy coun- 
cil given the moſt extenſive liberty for the importation of grain and 
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Reaſons for the advance of Cattle and Meat, in a Letter to a F riend, wrote in 
the Year 1764. 


THE ſummer in 1762, was a very dry one, and the ſcarcity of hay cauſed 
ſuch a {laughter of cattle, that good beef was fold for leſs than 24. per lb. 
this certainly thinned the ſtock, and what kept down the riſing herd was a 
dry time the ſpring following, which was ſuch a diſcouragement to the rear- 
ing of calves, that though beef and mutton ſold for 3d. per Ib. good veal 
ſold for 2d. which difference could never have happened, if there had not 
been an unuſual number of calves killed; let there be added the number of 
ſheep drowned the laſt ſpring by the floods, in all the low-lands throughout 
the nation, we ſhall then ſee how little reaſon there is to affert, that the 
_ oldeſt man now living, nor hiſtory itſelf cannot point out, a period when 
this country was bleſſed with a more plentiful harveſt, with more abun- 
dant paſture for our cattle, or cattle for our paſture than at preſent. 


Note, A very able writer makes this concluſion, That the beſt corn country in the world, where freedom 
governs, does not produce in the years of plenty, one third more than will maintain ats-own inhabitants, 
and it is only what exceeds the flandard, and which proceeds from unuſual plenty that can be exported, 
That the increaſe or decreaſe of the people depends on plenty or ſcarcity of food. The ſame writer ob- 
ſerves, were the people of England to eat more bread, and leſs animal food, their numbers would increaſe, 

and many rich paſtures thrown into tillage ; that the more people feed on the pa productions of the 
garth, the more they increaſe in number. 


Anc.E: ND 


THE 


J. HE W E Alderman, 
And one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, for the City and 
County of CovenTay, in the Year 17 36. 


Being a particular Account of the Gang of Coiners, apprehended in the N of oe: 
vob, Warwick, and STAFFORD, purſued by the Author; Nine of whom were com- 
itted to the Goal of this City; part of whom were Tried, Convicted, and Executed 
there in 1756: With Abſtracts from their Letters, Papers, &c. found upon them 
from their ſeveral Agents, and Accomplices, both Abroad and in different Parts of 
this Kingdom. Their principal Agents who made large Sums will be pointed out ; 
the Cauſe they owed their Efcape from the Puniſhments due to their Grimes will be 
ſtated, and their ſeveral Connections with the LAN cASHRRE and e Coiners, of 
whom Thomas „ was a particular Inſtructor, wn be ſet forth. 


The EXTRAORDINARY ApvenTurEs of the ſaid 


THOMAS LIGHTOWLLER, 
The greateſt mechanical Genius of his Time; 


Who eſcaped from this Kingdom, when Stell, and others of that numerous of Gang Your- | 
SHIRE Coiners, were Apprehended, and Committed to York Caſtle. Thomas Lightowller 


was lately in the Service of the 9 Queen at TEIN and had a Penſion of g6ol. 
per Annum. » 


: IN TWO BOOKS. 
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The following lines having been worked off without the Author's having had 
the opportunity of correcting them, the following Errattas are added. 
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Page 7. line the gd for n read emply. Page 8, line the iſt, for imparting read zm- 
porting, ditto line the 3d, for denominations read dominions. Page 52, line the 1ſt, for nece/- 
fuly read neceſſary, ditto line the 4th for what read which, * the ed line the 1ſt for 
your read there, ditto line the 13th, for was read were, 
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"PHE letters I have publiſhed, will confirm the hiſtory I have 
given of this extraordinary man, and will ſhew with what 
caution, and how circumſpectly officers ſhould be directed 
to proceed in the apprehending of offenders, the importance of. 
ſecuring the papers, letters, or pocket. books, which frequently 
tend to diſcovery, and prove the moſt certain evidence for convict- 
ing the offenders, as well as their accomplices; upon the firſt out- 
ſet much depends, and after apprehending the offender or offen- 
ders, the taking the examination carefully before any commitment 
is made, no opportunity for converſation or tokens to pals betwixt 
accomplices, or the receivers and buyers of their ſtolen goods. A- 
ter commitment, and time for recollection after the firſt ſurprize is 
over, conſeſſions are not ſo frequently made, neither will they be 
received 1n a public court of juſtice with that credit, as when taken 
before impriſonment : patience and perſeverance in the magiſtrate 
is highly neceſſary, that he doth not adjourn his proceedings until 
he hath acquired every circumſtantial account the priſoner will give, 
it matters not whether true or falſe, or ever ſo trifling, it may hap- 
pen to be of the greateſt conſequence, either to confirm the charge, 
or acquit the accuſed, and care ſhould be taken that nothing tran- 
ſpires until the accuſed is committed or diſmiſſed: as I ſhall here- 
after have much to ſay on the cautious mannerexaminations ſhould 
be carried on, I ſhall diſmiſs it now, and give my readers a few ob- 
{ſervations on the ſubject of this book. 
Coining hath been long a growing evil, and experience teacheth, - 
that the ſeverity of the laws have not prevented the purſuit thereof, 
notwithſlanding the frequent examples made inferrorem perſons; 


who perhaps would not commit other crimes, engage therein; ſuch 
| was 
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was Tilley's character before he was 1 and indg2d men 


of a bad character could not long purſue the iniquitous trade; one 
reat cauſe of this dangerous offence being ſtill purſued and fol- 


lowed, is the eſcape of accomplices, and the admitting ſuch as evi- 


dences, which often turn out like Lightowller, the principal- and 
ableſt artiſt, and who never refrain, but continue the practice and 
inſtruct others therein: no one ſhould have a pardon but on condi- 
tion of being baniſhed to the Indies for life. I have given the laws 


offenders of this ſort are liable to; that they may be attended to, is 
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An Abſtract of the Laws concerning Clipping, 


Counterfeiting, and Coining of Money. 


LIPPING was not counterfeiting within the meaning of the 
Stat. 25th Ed. III. but it was declared to be high treaſon by a 
ſubſequent Stat. viz, 3d H. V. and ſo the law flood till iſt Mary, 
and then that act was repealed; but afterwards, by 5th Eliz. clip- 


ping, waſhing, rounding or filing the proper money of this realm 


(for lucre ſake) or of foreign money made current here, was made 
high treaſon. 

Afterwards by the 18th Eliz. impairing, falſifying, or making 
light our coin, or foreign money made current here (for lucre ſake) 
was made treaſon. Thele are crimes of the ſame nature with clip- 
ping, but they differ in the puniſhment; for theſe later offences 
work no corruption of blood. 

But now a new law is made to prevent the clipping, Aenne 
or impairing the coin of this realm. 

That the buyer or ſeller of clippings or filings, or any perſon 
who ſhall knowingly have them in his poſſeſſion, ſhall not only 
forfeit the ſame, but likewiſe one hundred pounds, one moiety to the 
king, and the other to the informer; and ſhall alſo be burnt in the 
right cheek with the letter R, and be committed till he pay the fine. 

And in order to diſcover ſuch perſons, it is by the ſame ſtatute 
enacted, that two juſtices in any county, and one or more wardens 
of the company of Goldſmiths, with two or more of their aſſiſtants, 
if within the weekly bills, &c. may enter the houſe of any ſuſpected 
perſon ; and if reſiſted, may with the aſſiſtance of a conſtable break 
it open, and ſeize the bullion, and the perſon, and examine him or 
her upon oath, viz. whether it was lawful filver, and whether the 
ſame was not the current coin of this realm, or the clippings there- 
of before it was melted ; and if it is not proved by oath, as afore- 
ſaid, or by the oath of a credible witneſs, that it is lawful filver, 
and that the ſame was not clippings before it was melted, then the 
B twa 
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two Juſtices may commit the perſon, and ſecure the bullion, and 
compel the witnelles to enter into a recognizance to proſecute ; and 
if the perſon upon his trial on an indic}ment for melting the cur- 
rent coin, &c. ſhall not prove by the oath of one witnels, that it 
was lawful filver, and that it was not the current coin, &c. nor clip- 
pings thereof before it was melted, he mult be found guilty, and be 
committed without bail for ſix months. 

He that apprehends and proſecutes ſuch offender to conviction, 
ſhall receive of the ſheriff forty pounds within a month after convic- 
tion, producing the judge's certificate. 

Caſting i ingots of ſilver, or ſtamping any marks to imitate Spaniſh 
bars, penalty hve hundred pounds, and forfeiture of the filver To caſt. 

By another ſtatute made 8th and gth Will. they who make pun- 
cheons or dyes knowingly, or mending, beginning, or proceeding 
to make them, or aſliſting therein, or any edging-tool, or coining— 
preſs, or cutting-engine, or having in their poſſeſſion any ſuch pun— 
cheon without any lawful authority, ſhall be guilty of high treaſon. 

So likewiſe any perſons conveying out of the mint any puncheon, 
dye, &c. and perſons knowingly concealing. the ſame, ſhall be 
guilty of high treaſon, | 

The like penalty on perſons making the edges of any counter- 
feit coin, and likewiſe on thoſe who colour or gild any coin in re- 
ſemblance of the current coin, or round blanks of baſe metal, or 
gilding filver blanks fit to be coined. - 

And if any puncheon or dye is found in the poſſeſſion of any 
_ perſon not employed in the mint, it may be ſeized, and produced 

in evidence againſt ſuch perſon, and then it ſhall be broke into 
pieces; and ſo ſhall any counterfeit money produced in evidence: 
And this muſt be done in open court, or in the preſence of ſome 
juſtice of the peace, and then delivered to whom of right it doth 
belong. 

Perſons blanching copper for ſale, or mixing blanch'd copper 
with ſilver, or buying or ſelling, or offering to ſale, any maleable 
mixture of metals, which ſhall be heavier than ſilver, and look, and 


touch, and wear like gold; or he who ſhall take, pay, or put off 
| coun- 
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counterited mill'd money, or any mill'd money unlawfully dimi- 
niſhed, and not cut in pieces, for leſs than its denomination doth 
impart; every ſuch perſon [hall be guilty of felony. 

This act was at firſt but temporary, but being found by experi- 
ence to be very uſeful, therefore it was by the ſtatute of 1th Anne, 
made perpetual. 

And whereas the proſecution upon that act was to be within 
three months after the offence, that time was enlarged by this ſub- 
ſequent ſtatute, as to any proſecution for making or mending, or 
beginning or proceeding to make or mend any coining tool or in- 
{lrument therein prohibited, or by making money round the edges 
with letters; for in all theſe caſes, the proſecution may be at any 
time within ſix months after the offence committed. 
| By an act gth and toth W. it was made lawful for any perſon to 
cut or break in pieces any ſilver money tendered in payment which 
{ſhall be diminiſhed, or which by the impreſſion, colour, or weight, 


{hall be ſuſpected to be counterfeited, and the perſon tendering the 


ſame, ſhall be at the loſs; but if it is full weight and good money, 
then the perſon breaking it, ſhall receive it at the rate, for which it 
was coined. 

Any diſpute ariſing, whether the piece cut is counterfeited, if in 
a city or town corporate, ſhall be determined by the chief magiſtrate; 
if in the country, then by the next Juſtice of the peace, who may ad- 
miniſter an oath as he ſhall fee it convenient. 


The teller and clerks of the Exchequer, and the general receivers 


of every branch of the revenue and taxes, muſt cut every counter- 
feit piece that ſhall be tendered in payment; and the better to dil- 
cover the ſame, ſhall weigh in whole ſums or otherwiſe, all ſilver 
money by them received. 

This was trealon by the common law; and 'tis held, that waſh- 
ing, filing, diminiſhing or ſelling, &c. for lucre ſake, is counter- 
feiting within the meaning of the ſtatute of ;th Eliz. and the coun- 
ſellors, confenters and aiders within the ſtatute of 18th Eliz. 

Forging our coin without uttering it, is treafon; and foreign coin 
made current, is miſpriſon of treaſon, 

1 Imparting 
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1 
Imparting, or bringing counterfeit foreign coin knowit.gly, it is 
treaſon, by the ſtatute 25th Ed. III. But then it muſt be brought 
from a foreign nation, not under the denominations of England, and 
it muſt be in likeneſs of our money, and the importer muſt know it 
to be counterfeit, and muſt make payment thereof. 
One witneſs is ſufficient to convict the offender. 
Uttering falſe money, knowing it to be ſo, 1s not high treaſon, 

| but a great miſdemeanor, and finable. 

But if he who utters it doth know who coined it, or if he ſupplied | 
the coiner with coining tools, or with filver, and money is coined. 
accordingly ; in either of theſe caſes, he who utters it, is guilty of 
high treaſon, becauſe he is aiding and aſſiſting to the coining. 


= Z By later STATUTES. 


If any perſon ſhall waſh, gild or colour, either lawful or counter- 
feit ſilver coin, in order to have the reſemblance of a guinea or half 
: guinea, or ſhall by colouring or waſhing or any other means, ſo as 
to make balf-pennys, or farthings, to have the reſemblance of a ſix- 
pence or ſhilling, both principal and accomplices being aſſiſtants there- 
in, will be guilty of high treaſon. 

The putting off or tendering in payment, any counterfeit money, 
knowing it to be ſuch, the puniſhment for the firſt offence, fix 
months impriſonment; ſecond, two years, and ſureties for good be- 
haviour for the like terms; and the third, felony without clergy : 
and juſtices of the general quarter ſeſſions, may hear and determine 
theſe offences. | 

An accomplice diſcovering two or more offenders, ſhall have his 
pardon; Reward on conviction of offenders, forty pounds. 

Counterfeiting halfpence and farthings impriſonment, and ſureties 
for ſix months : Reward on conviction, ten pounds. 

In the time of Hen. I. coiners were puniſhed with loſs of their 
eyes, or cutting off their private members. 

In time of Hen. V. It was ordained, that no gold ſhould be offer- 
ed in payment unleſs it were wieght ;\ and ſcales and weights were 
then appointed. 


— 
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INTRODUCTION 
Being the Hiſtory and Anecdotes of T.—L.— 


HOMAS Lightoler was born in the townſhip of Walton Ladale, 
near Preſton in Lancaſhire, and bred a carpenter ; every other 
art he became maſter of, he acquired by his own natural abilities, and 
was one of the moſt extraordinary mechanical genius that ever ap- 
pearcd in this kingdom at that period: He was apprentice to his 
father, a carpenter, who died and left three ſons, Thomas, Timothy, 
and Henry, and ſeveral daughters. The firſt knowledge I had of 
them, were from the two elder brothers in and about the year 1750, 
they being then employed by the late Lord Warwick, in the beauti- 
fying the inſide of the caſtle at Warwick; the carved work perform- 
ed by them, drew the attention of perſons of the farſt rank; but un- 
fortunate for the family, the unhappy turn and diſpoſition of Tho- 
mas for that pernicious crime of coining; his unſettled and vicious 
turn prevented them deriving the great advantages that might have 
accrued therefrom, advantages that no other perſons ever had, in a 
ſuperior degree, to themſelves; which I think it is unneceſſary for 
me to give any farther proofs of them, than what will appear in the 
following lines. 

In the year 1751, he was engaged with a number of perſons in the 
coining trade, at Walſall, Bilſton, &c. In the year 17532, G. B. and 
Co. were deeply concerned with him in coining: G. B. got a very 
conſiderable ſum both by metal and the profits of coin. 

This year I employed Thomas in doing me a pieceof carved work, 
he and his brother having done ſome very curious ä pieces in 
the caſtle at Warwick as aforementioned. 

The firſt account I meet with of Thomas Lightoler, is in the year 
1741, when I find he entered into articles with Thomas Price Eſq; 
of Peullergare in the county of Glamorgan, for the erecling and 
building of a work-houſe, for working and maunfacturing of mineral 
earth and water, which was to be planned and laid out by him, and 

C likewiſe 
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likewiſe to overſee and direct the artiſicers, labourers, «and brick- 
layers to be therein employed, a ſufficient number of whom he was 
to provide; likewiſe he was to do his part as a plumber and carpen- 
ter: Alſo that he the ſaid Thomas Lightoler ſhould direct, manu— 


facture, order, dreſs, and manage the ſaid mineral earth and water, 


to the beſt advantage of the ſaid Thomas Price Eſq; and the other 
proprietors of the ſaid work; and farther that he ſhould continue 
in the working, manufacturing, ordering, and managing the ſame 
in a workman-like manner, for the term of forty years; that he 
ſhould not leave, quit or depart the ſaid work during that time, 
without the conſent of the ſaid Thomas Price Eſq; or the other pro- 
Prietors; and that he ſhould not directly or indirectly underiake, 
direct, or adviſe, or manage any other work whatſoever, of the 
ſame or like nature with that of Trewidda, in his own name, or 
for his own uſe, or in the name, or for the uſe of any other perſon 
or perſons whatſoever, during the ſaid term of forty years, and not 
to diſcloſe or make known to any perſon or perſons the method, 
ſecret, or manner of manufacturing, ordering, dreſſing, or manag- 
ing the ſaid mineral earth or waters, or any other material or in— 
gredient made uſe of in the ſaid mineral work, EXCept to the ſaid 
Thomas Price Eſq; and Griffith Price his ſon. 

In conſideration of which, he the ſaid Thomas Lightoler was to 
receive the fum of eighty pounds, during the ſaid term of forty years, 


by quarterly payments, or one guinea per week, the remains to be 


ſettled and paid quarterly, and to have a building erected as a 
dwelling for the ſaid Thomas Lightoler and his family to dwell in; 
and graſs for a cow and horle, alſo coal and candle; at any time 
and within the ſpace of three years, heiſhould be admitted to advance 
a ſum not exceeding two hundred pounds, as a ſubſcriber towards 


the carrying on the ſaid works. 


This appears to have been a very advantagious bargain, and 
might have been fortunate for him, if he had poſſeſſed the leaſt grain 


of honeſty or honour, to have performed his undertaking. In the 


year 1744, he was in Cardiff goal for coining. See C. Hackſhaw's 


letter, dated Oct. 29, 1744; but by what means he eſcaped I can- 
| not 
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od of ny readers, but refer them to all the information I can 
give them. Sec C. Hackſhaw's letter, May the bth, 1745. In the 
ear —— I found propoſals for an agreement for the making of 
alum. See the account, In the year —— another propoſal of a 
plan for the making of files. See the plan itſelf, and letters and pro- 
poſals to Mr. Wood of Worceſter, and likewiſe to Alcock and 
Kempſon of Birmingham. Jan. gth 19532. In Sept. 1752, 1 again 
find him purchaling tools for the coining buſineſs, particularly a 
neſt of crucibles of James Moore. In the December following, an 
order for counterfeit money from James Waldram, cheeſemonger, 
London. In 1753. 1 found an order from Dumbleton of Banbury, 
and letters wrote in ambiguous terms from one John Greenwood, 
_ and a letter dated Alceſter, Feb. 8th, 1753, from his brother Henry, 
who had left him on account-of his dangerous proceedings; in 
which letter he tells him, that there was a bill found againſt him, 
as he was informed, for high treaſon, and he believed it to be true. 
In July 1753, Tilley invites him to Coventry, and acquaints him of 
a houſe that was fit for his purpoſe. In Sept. following, he agrees 
with Brown the tenant, for all the tools, &c. and the leaſe of the 
houſe. Brown was ſuſpected to have carried on the trade of coin- 
ing. Amonglt other letters in the year 1754, was one from Jean 
Healey of Leyland, with an order for dyes, the wife of one of them 
who were executed at Lancaſter. A letter from Frizo, with an or- 
der for Pinchbeck guineas, and white metal crowns, dated October 
iſt, 1755. During the years 534 and 35, it appears the coining bulineſs 
engroſſed his attention greatly, though at this time called himſelf 
box maker, carver and engraver, which ſeveral trades he well un- 
ſtood: As he ſeldom continued long in one buſineſs, ever reſtleſs 
and unſettled, not owing to the frequent diſcoveries of his treaſon- 
able practices only, but the continual debauch'd courſe of liſe he 
lived in, and the continual expence of ballardy, which prevented 
his proper attendance upon his employers at Birmingham, as ap- 
pears from a number of letters which I have not given the public. 
'There was not one perſon who had any concern with him but were 


ſufferers; the Blackwell's, who were endeavouring to draw him to 
London 
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London, and article for a houſe, were conſiderable ſul: cers. in 


January 1755, he was in the Iſle of Man, his brother-in-law was 
with him; they had been to diſpoſe of baſe coin, for which they 


were taken up, but made their eſcape in getting off to ſea, were fired 


upon, and his brother died of a wound he received in his back. 
See his letter dated Feb. 4th, 1755. Soon after this he fell into com- 
pany with the family of Healey's, whom he engaged to teach the 
art of coining, provided them tools, &c. for that purpoſe. For 
farther particulars, ſee Mr. Chamberlayn's information. Healeys 
were convicted and executed at the ſame time Lightholer were in- 
dicted, and a bill found againſt him. After this happened during 


the winter 1755, he was in treaty with the Blackwell's for a houſe 


and ſhop in London, but from letters during that period, it appears 
he was, from knowing the bill was found againſt him at Lancaſter, 
under continual apprehenſions, ablented himfelf from his houſe in 


Coventry. And it was about the beginning of the year 1756, that 


Tilley and Lee put in force the bill of ſale againſt him, by which 
means he was put out of his dwelling, and took lodgings, where he 
was taken, and apprehended afterwards by me, the beginning of 


May following. 


In the beginning of May, in the year 1736, an information was 
brought to me, ſigned by Lord Chief Juſtice Ryder, with a letter 


of requeſt, that I would uſe my endeavours to apprehend Thomas 
Lightoler, againſt whom the grand jury at Lancaſter had found a 


bill for coining, together with two perſons of the name of Healey at 
Layland in that county. 
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. the Letters found upon him. 


DEAR THOMAS, Dated OR. 29, 1744- 


deceived yours, dated the 16th of this inſtant, which brings me 

very ſorrowful news; but I hope to God you are not guilty of 
what you are impriſoned for; and hope by this time you have got 
bail, in that you lay you expect every day; as for the man you 
mention which ſwore againſt you, I've made what enquiry I can of 
the time, but can't hear of any ſuch man living in Burmley, and it 
he told you he ever was at our houſe, it was a great ſtory, for I never 
heard of that name before, but I ſhall enquire farther about it, but 
as for my part, I don't believe there is any ſuch man. I need not 
tell you what a ſickneſs I have had, you having trouble-enough al- 
ready, beſides I ſuppoſe your mother may have acquainted you, for 
I defired her in a leiter ſo to do; but my illneſs was nothing of grief 
in compariſon with this. Oh! to think of you being in priſon, and in 
danger of loſing your life, almoſt ſtrikes me dead; I wiſh you had ne- 
ver returned to Swanzey, then perhaps you had miſs, d this misfortune; 
but 'tis in vain to wiſh for things paſt: When you write again, pray 
let me know when the aſſizes will be held, and whether you have 
any hopes of being brought off, for I'm in pain altogether about 
you, and if I can be a friend in any thing, it mall not be wanting. 


ſo I remain your ſorrowful friend, | 
CATH. HAWKSHAW. 


Pray write again as ſoon as you pleaſe, and if there be danger, 
write thus, That you intend to go to London, or ſpme other re- 
mote place before you come to Lancaſhire; if there be no danger | 
write, That you think of coming to Lancaſhire before long; ſo 
if it be broken open, no one will know the meaning: I don't 
know whether I can come home or not by reaſon of bad health, but 
you may let me know, if you think proper, how the road lies, for 
if I come: it will be on ſoot, and let me know what anſwer you 

D have 
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have got from Sir Henry Houghton and your mother . wiſhing 


you all health, and proſperity in the ir. I remain your ſorrowful 
6 


I believe yours was broke open as you had ſealed it twice, the 
wax was ſealed with a r pray when you write again ſeal 
with wafer. 
| To 
Mr. Thomas Lightowller, 
to be left at Mr. Thomas William's 
in Cardiff, Glamorganſhire, 


by the croſs Poſt, turn at 
Glouceller. 


DEAR THOMAS, Sholey, March 1, 1944--5. 
CCORDING to my promiſe, I've ſent you three guineas by the 
hand of your brother, who I hope you have ſeen before this, 
your mother four, but what it may have coſt in coming to you [ 
cannot tell; I would have ſent mine by bill, but could get none for 
ſo ſmall a fan ; but I truſt to providence it will come ſafe to your 
hands, for they ſet off from Walton on Monday laſt, which was the 
23th of laſt inſtant, hoping to ſee you in a few weeks time; but 
dear Thomas, be careful in laying it out, for I borrowed part of 
mine, and write me a ſpeedy anſwer that I may hear how you go 
on, for I'm in fear altogether leſt it ſhould be worſe than what you 
have told me, ſo pray write me the truth; and if you ſhould ſuffer 
I'm afraid I cannot live, and I greatly fear it: Pray pardon bad 
writing and me, if I have any way done you wrong, but I have 
hopes not, it being far from my heart doing wrong to any one; ſo 
muſt conclude, your ſorrowful friend, with prayers for your par- 


don. 
C. HAWKSHAW. 


I'm ſorry I could not be acquainted with what you and your 


mother have had in hand, I think I had been the fitteſt : Pardon 
my 
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my hatt. I forgot to date it, and dont forget to write; from your 
falckkul and Torrowlful 


C. HAWKSHAW. 


To 
Mr. Thomas Lightowller, to be left at 
Mr. William s in Cardiff, South Wales 
Glamorganſhire. 
By the Croſs Poſt, turn at Glouceſter. 


DEAR CHL d, 

12 minute received yours, with a deal of thankſulneſs to hear 
of Timothy's ſaſe arrival to you; I hope it will be ſome com- 
fort to have him with you, and I pray God Almighty direct every 
one that is concerned for you, to act for the beſt every way: I aſ- 
ſure you the report William Chaſh raiſed of me as to marriage, is 
as falle as poſſible; 1 don't deny but there might be fuch a thing 
ſpoke of, but if the perſon had been ever fo agreeable, I ſhould be 
very far from thinking of ſuch a thing whilſt you are in that place, 
it has not been ſo little grief to me, I aſſure you, whatever falſe 
reports you may hear; I think you have ſuffered too much by one 
rogue than to have credited another's lies of your poor mother; the 
rogue reports he is for buying one of the houſes, I beg you will 
never write to him of any buſineſs whatſoever whilſt I am alive: 
Sir Harry ſays Mr. Harding was with him, to aſk what theſe poor 

houſes are worth that he might let you have ſome money on them, 
if your life be ſpared; he ſaid he durft not meddle before the aſſizes: 
But my dear child, had you wrote home that you had wanted more 
money, you ſhould have had it if I had been obliged to have ſold 
my clothes ; but you know you owe Harding money already, that he 
would be very glad to get the writings into his hands: I was obliged 
to ſend to my uncle for a copy of your father's will before 1 could 
have that ſmall ſum to ſend you: The taxes are ſo great and re- 
pairs ſo many, that what I muſt do till it gets cleared, I cannot tell, 
but I hope my good God will direct me for the belt ; but my fears 
are 
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are ſo great about vou, chat lit cauſes other things to be lo4tafidp at 
preſent; but I hope, tor God Almighty's ſake, that you will let me 
know how matters go on as ſoon as poſhble : I would gladly have 
come to you if you had ligned the writing; I ſhould have been with 
you by this poſt, but if it go well with you, I ſhall be better where I 
am. I am ſurpriſed Timothy ſhould tell you ſuch a grand lie about 
me lending Humphry Harriſon books, I ſolemnly declare I never 
lent him a book in my life, but I think I am born to be belied; one 
I lent Robert, the book your father had of Sharpes, and no other I 
had to lend but the book about the roads; I have not ſo much as a 
prayer book of my own : I greatly fear things were opened at Mr. — 
I bid Timothy to aſk you about the ſaucepan, there are many things 
wanting but I cannot tell what till I have got the parcel from Mrs. 
Price's, but the ſaucepan I can ſafely ſwear I faw you put in very 
well filled with things to keep it from dangering, the cover of it is 
come and but one bed curtain; at preſent you have other things to 
mind, but pleaſe God you get clear, which ſhall be my prayer night 
and day, I ſhall write more about them: Pray my ſon Timothy, and 
deſire him to be cautious (this line of the letter was tore off) 
Since he promiſed to ſend me his old coat to have made Harry one 
againſt Eaſter, but he has not: I ſuppoſe you have received a letter 
from me, you may know the hand, he thought I ſhould not write 
as he had a mind without he wrote himſelf. I have this hour ſent 
Alice to couſin Catty with my letter; we have had ſuch fears of 
Timmy being loſt in ſome ſnow-drift, expecting to have heard of him 
this three poſts : The children all deſire to be affectionately remem- 
bered to you both, I am dear child, your affectionate, 
very much afflicted mother, 

Pray don't fail writing. March 19. M. LIGHTOWLLER. 
Mr. Thomas Lightowller, 

At Mr. Thomas William's 

In Cardiff, South Wales, 
Glamorganſhire. 
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Ae wing are part of two letters from M. Lightowller to 
her ſon Thomas Lightowller, directed to him at Mr. Thomas Wil— 
liams's in Cardiff. Glamorganſhire, the beginning and the end of 
which two letters were torn off. 


] ſuppoſe the chief reaſon you would not ſign, was becauſe you 
heard that I was going to be married to Humphty Harriſon, I aſ- 


ſure you there is nothing-in it, but if you ſuſpect it, I would deſire 


I may have my thirds, and that you would ſettle the reſt of the rents 
to be received by any friend you can truſt, to go towards the bring- 
ing up of your two little ſiſters and little brother, or elſe they muſt 
be caſt upon the town of Walton, for I can do nothing for them 
out of my thirds, which will be very ſmall when taxes and repairs 
are deducted; you know it was your dear father's dying words and 
deſire to you, that the tenement ſhould go towards the bringing 
up of my children, and I hope you will come over.” 


++ Hoping that if it pleaſe God to grant you liberty, you will en- 
deavour to improve your miſpent time, and whilit you are in that 
diſmal place, that you may be crucihed to the world as well as ſe- 
queſtrated from it, that as you are ſhut out from its converſation, 
you may in heart and mind aſcend and dwell above, and endeavour 


to have” 


DEAR THOMAS, Sholey, May 6, 1745. 
I Received yours about a week ſince with great joy, to hear you 

are at liberty, hoping for the time to come you will be more 
careful in chuſing your company, and laying out your money; I was 
very forry to hear how you returnd home, both without money 
and clothes, but never would name it becauſe of the goal you have 


been in, but hope now you'll take care to redeem them as ſoon as 


pollible, if ever you think to ſee me, or that I ſhould perform what 
you requeſt, for you know that I can't bear to think of debt, nei- 
ther can I think of you keeping with ſuch as with David Harris, for 


to keep company with ſuch (as I am informed) he and the Watch- 
E maker 
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maker is, are very likcly to bring you into trouble a gag 1 Kope 
you'll avoid this for your own good; perhaps you may think I take 
too much liberty in ſpeaking ſo plain, but tis as I wiſh you well, 
for if I did not reſpect you and wiſh you as well as myſelf, I ſhould 
never have taken up my time in writing to you ſo offen, nor been at 
the expence of looſing yours, ſo if there be any breach of friendſhip, 
'twill be owing to yourſelf; you deſired to know whether my pa: 
rents had heard of your confinement, to which I anſwer, that it was 
as much talked on as if it had been in our own neighbourhood, 
but as many as have mentioned it to me, I have utterly denied hav- 
ing any knowledge of it, and I believe our folks partly believe 1t to 
be untrue; however, it has made a great uneaſineſs, which I believe 
will hinder me from coming to Wiggan this May, elle perhaps might 
have ſeen you : I hope your brother is in good health as I am at 
preſent, ſo conclude, your faichful whilſt — — C. 


I faw Mr. Horrobin to-day, he told me he heard you was hang d 
and pretended great ſorrow, but I ſoon reſolved him, ſo he deſired 
to be remembered to you. Dear Thomas, let me have a particular 
account how every thing is with you as ſoon as you can, and how 
you are in health; my ſervice to your brother, except the ſame your- 
{elf, from your FE | 

For C. HAWK S HAW. 
Mr. Thomas Lightowller, | 
In Cardiff, South Wales. | 
Glamorganſhire. 
by the croſs Poft, turn at 
Glouceſter. 


DEAR THOMAS, : 
I Beg pardon for not anſwering yours before now, but I'd thought 
to have ſent what I mentioned, before this time; for I was at 
Walton thinking to have left it with your mother, but Mool with 
news contrary to my expectation was the reaſon 1 deferred it, but 


hope in a weeks time to go to Preſton, and if I can ſend it, I will; 
; if 


— 


5. 1191 
il nbt, I nature to leave it with your mother; if I ſhall undertake 
the trouble ſhe'll hardly-be ſo ungrateful as to refuſe ſending it to 
vou. Jam very torry to hear your mother has no 'more Jove for 
you, than to deſire you to ſign away your right at Walton for four or 
five guineas, under pretence that ſhe can no other way aſſiſt you, 
a d that you ſhould have no more regard for yourſelf, than to bring 
yourſelf under ſuch ftraits as to give your birth-right, as it were, for 
a meſs of pottage; but if there be no other way of ſaving your life, 
I've nothing more to ſay, for all that a man has will he give for 
that; but above all things, have a care of the man in priſon with 
you, for he'll hang you before he'll ſuffer himſelf, and 1 hear he is 
kept in priſon for that purpoſe; if the villain comes again, and his 
oath be punQual againſt you, if you cannot prove that he does it 
vit of ſpite, Im afraid it will go hard with you, but if any one can 
witneſs that he ſays he'll be your enemy, and that hell ſwear that 
right or wrong, twill weaken his oath: I ſuppoſe you have had 
better advice than I can give you, but none that wiſhes you fo well, 
o God be with you and iend you ſafe into Lancaſhire again, from 
__ Your friend, 


HAWKSHAW. 


I need not tell you that your mother is for being married again, 
I ſuppoſe your uncle Charles has made you acquainted with that as 
well as other things; pray dont ſay any thing that I mentioned her, 
let her marry who ſhe will tis nothing to me: Two of yourlaſt let- 
ters were poſt free. : 

to | 

Mr. Thomas Lightowller, , 

at Mr. Tho. William's in Cardiff, 

South Wales, Glamorganſhire. 

By the Croſs Poſt, turn at Glouceſter. 


SIX. Darliſtone, Sept. 12, 1751. 


Deſire that you will let me know when you will come and bring 
the remainder part of the things, but I am much ſurpriſed that 
you ſhould have ſo bad opinion of me, as to any ways think I want 
tO 


ö 
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to fling you; I left your wife word which way I would 4: I (vill 
pay you your ſhare at twice when you come over, and will give you 
a note of hand for the reſt, otherwiſe will buy it out and out. 


From yours, 
JOS. JONES. 


P. S. You come over with it ; but pray let that man know nothing 


about it, but let him know that you and I bave parted and cannot 
agree : Pray let me have an anſwer by the bearer, I have got all 
Tees ready. | 


For 
Mr. Tho. Lightowller, 

near the New Chapel, 
Birmingham. 


E do hereby acknowledge, that if Thomas Lightowller will 
ſettle to his buſineſs in compleating the file engines which 
he has been employ'd about ſome time paſt by us: And alſo uſe 
all reaſonable diligence in forwarding the ſaid work, and in all 


other reſpects behave himſelf as a ii man would do, we 


promiſe, chat as ſoon as a patent ſhall be granted and aſſigned as by 
agreement, that we will uſe all means in our power to forward 
the ſaid work, and alſo execute articles of partnerſhip with him 
agreeable to the tenor of the articles now ſubliſting between us, and 
will alſo endeavour to the utmoſt of our power, to ſettle all his affairs 
with all his creditors in ſuch manner, as will give any reaſonable 


man ſatis faction. 
ALCOCK and KEMPSON. 
gth Jan. 1752. 
And further, 
If the ſaid Thomas Lightowller ſhould at any time propoſe any 
ſcheme to us which there's a ſtrong probability will be for the mu- 
tual advantage of us, we will at any time undertake to manage his 


part of the direction of the file engines till ſuch time as a model can 


be made to verify the uſe of ſuch ſcheme, and in cale it ſhould ſuc- 
Y vo ceed 
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ceed, weaggill immediately uſe all means in our power to carry it 
into*executioh, on the ſame terms as our preſent agreement is, con- 
cerning the file engine; but we think it will be very imprudent to 
begin any new ſcheme before this preſent is compleated, and ſo on 
if hereafter we ſhould begin another. | 


Birmingham, 21 Nov. 1752. 
SIR, | | 
HIS day I received a twenty pound bank note, ſo don't fail 
him ſending them packd up in one or two baſkets in bags 
well ſtrawed, directed to be left at John Legas, porter, and ſend a 
direction to put on here in a letter. 
Don't fail. G. B. 
To ; 

Mr. Tho. Lightowller, 
| In Walſall. | 
London, Dec. 6, 1752. 
SIR, . | 
r I ſaw a ſample of your goods, which my brother 
Benjamin Pinley brought up to town, and I like them very 
well; ſo that if you'll get me five pounds ready as ſoon as poſſible, 
and pitch upon a wagoner to bring them, I1l ſend the money down 
direct; let them be as good as thoſe I have ſeen, they came from 
Thomas Pinley, and Beyjamin tells me he has them from L. has fif- 
teen for a ſhilling: I ſhould be glad of an anſwer by the return of 
the poſt, and then I ſhall have time to ſend the money down. Direct 

for me as this, For James Waldron, cheeſemonger, in Kent Street, 
| | | London' 


Birmingham, 17th Jan. 1733. 
SIR, 
T O your deſire I got metal ready, and now you never come for 
it; and I ſcnt a parcel of metal to Mr. Jos. Jones, and this 
day he was here, and ſays he never ordered any: I don't think you 


uſe me as I do you; in the holidays you ſent word, that you would 
ſend 
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ſend twenty pounds by your man, and it all amounts to_no. more 
than talk. I deſire to hear from you to-morrow, I ant. 
Your humble Servant, 
; To | GEO. BIRCH. 
Mr. Tho. Lightowller, 
In Wallall. 


Bring an anſwer. 


2 - | Fa. April 30, 1753. 
Mr. LIGHTOULDER, 
We: expected to have ſeen you before this, as the affair requires 
expedition; had you ſent it laſt week, you might have had 
molt of your money by this week, and we propole giving you ſome 
part at delivery, and a note of hand for the remainder at a ſhort 
date; which, with other privileges, will anlwer your end better 
than keeping it idle, and ihe ſooner things are compleated, the bet- 
ter for us all; if vou think proper to give us a final anſwer, it will 
oblige your friends and ſervants, 
To | F. T. and R. B. 
Mr. Tho. Lightoulder, 
near the Windaull, 
at Walſall. 


Coventry, July 22, 1753. 

SIR, 

HIS 1s to acquaint you, that Mr. Brown goes out of his houſe 

at Michaelmas; ſo if you intend to come, pray come in a 
weeks time to take it, otherwiſe it will be taken, for it is a very 
compleat houſe, and Mr Brown ſays, he ſhould be glad if you come, 
for he deſires to fell moſt of his work-tools, and as they are ſtanding, 
they will be uſeful for you, he thinketh, and he will ſell them at a 


reaſonable rate. From your ever well wiſher, 


JONATHAN TILLEY, 


Bir- 


L 


Birmingham, Dec. 22, 1753. 


1 
[| Deſire you will ſend me what money you can to-morrow, I being 
very ſhort againſt Chriſtmas, your compliance will oblige 


| Your humble ſervant, 
Send an anſwer, I am GEO. BIRCH. 
forwarding a parcel of metal. 
| 10 
Mr. Tho. Lightoulder, 
In Wallall. 
July 15th, 1754. Stone. 
SIR. 
OT receiving any order when the goods would be in readineſs 
which J ordered when I ſaw you at Stone, which you pro- 
miſed at that time ſhould be ready in a fortnight; 1 defire you will 
get them ready againſt Monday the 22d of July : I defire you will 
have them in readineſs according to my order. Sir, pray fail not, 
becauſe you kuow it is a long way to go about trifles, your ſincere 
friends, JOHN NIiCHOLLs and JosHUA, 


Pendlenton, Stone, Staffordſhire. 


If you ſend a letter, direct for John Nicholls, Baker, in Mill Lane, 
Stone. Staffordſhire: When I come, if I like the goods, will give 
orders for quantities. I have a brother in the city of Dublin ſaleſ- 
man in pots. 


To | 
Mr. Tho Lightoulder, Carver, 
on St. John's Bridge, at London, 8ber. 9, 1754. 
Coveniry. 
SIR, 
18 you have received my letter I ſent you yeſterday was 
leven-night; I ſhall be very glad to receive an anſwer of it by 


the return of the poſt, or by letting me know you'll come your- 
; ſelf; 
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ſelf; I ſhould be very glad to ſpeak with you, according,me pat- 


tcrns, and to ſee the patterns you promiſe me. I am * 


Sir, 
w direction. | * Your humble ſervant, 
To 
Mr. Jas. Anth. Martin, GASPART FRISAW. 
at the 7 Stars, Roſemary Lane, 


London. 


* Feb. 4, 1735. 
DEAR PEGGY, 

Hope you will excuſe my not writing before this, my reaſon I 
ſhall let you know when I come home, neither had I any oppor- 
tunity; I landed here yeſterday, I was ſhipwrecked Jaſt Thurſday _ 

noon, and only myſelf and four more were ſaved ; the veſſel Aruck 
upon Douglas head, and in two minutes went to the bottom: I am 
well, not any ways hurt, only the loſs of my clothes: I intend, God 
willing, to be at home the beginning of next week. I have an ac- 
count of brother Gill's death, he left this place in perfect health, as 
I am inform'd by Mr. Parker. I beg keep good ſpirits all will be 
well; my little ones and you I long to ſee : My kind reſpects to 
ſiſter, Mr. and Mrs. T illey, and all friends, ſo remain much con- 
cern'd for brother Gill's exit, and am your ever conſtant huſband, 


tho' abſent, 
THO. LIGHTOWLLER. 


DEAR AUNT, Birmingham, March 21, 1755. 
Y mother received yours, and would have anſwered it ſooner 
but had not opportunity, by reaſon ſhe has had ſo much bu- 
ſineſs under hand concerning her affairs; ſhe has had file cutters, 
and jobbing-ſmiths, and appraiſers of houſehold goods, and one to 
ſettle her books, and one body or other ever ſince Saturday laſt, ſo 
that ſhe has not had a minutes time to herſelf; it has been ſuch fa- 
tiguing work for her, fie has hardly been able to ſtand upon her 
legs, but now ſhe is in hopes the worſt is over: She was very ſorry you 


laid 
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laid it ſo much to heart about my uncle not coming over to fee you, 
but ſhe s ſent for him to come over again, and expects him here 
next week, and then ſhe is in hopes he will come over to you, and 
order things more to your ſatisfaction. Mother received a letter 
from Liverpool laſt Monday, ſrom a gentleman who informed her, 
that my uncle Lightowller was come over from the Ille, and was 
ſetting out to come home, but he was arreſted by ſome people from 
the Ifle, who has laid him in Liverpool goal, for a debt of ten 
pounds that he has contracted; what will become of him ſhe does 
not know: The mare that my uncle rode upon never came to hand 
till Monday laſt, and mother was obliged to ſend to Liverpool to 
redeem the mare before ſhe could have her, and it colt her three 
pounds ten TO which is all from 
Your ever loving 3 ROY 

N. B. My mother deſires her 2 
love to you. and ſhould be glad THO. GILL, 
of your immediate anſwer, to 
know how you are. 

To | 
Mrs: Margaret Lightowller, % : HA ©. 
near the Bull's head, in Biſhop | | . 
Street, Coventry. | 


HEREAS there is an agreement 3 between Thomas 
Lightowller, Simon Ambroſe, and Thomas Blackwell, and 
Thomas Siddall ; to enter into equal co-partnerſhip in engines of 
various forts, ſuch as the ſaid Thomas Lightowller and Thomas Sid- 
dall may be capable of making, or directing to be made; and that 
all the ſaid co-partners ſhall have an equal profit ariſing from the 
ſame, whereof this note or writing, is deſigned and meant for the 
binding of the ſeveral parties: In witneſs hereof, we each of us 
have put our hands this 21ft day of Auguſt, 1755. 
Simon Blackwell 
Ambroſe Blackwell, 
Thomas Blackwell. 
Thomas Siddall his X mark. 


G Wal- 
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Mr. LiIicHTOWLIER 
SIR, | | | 
Would have wrote to you before, but I expected you over at the 
wake, I conſiderceil upon what you and I conſulted upon at 
Wedneſbury, and ſhiould be very glad to go on with it; there is a 


Walſall, Sept. 29, 1755 


few objections which 1 doubt will be very difficult, firſt, if the dyes 


ſhould crack or be any ways deficient, and you ſhould be out on 
buſineſs, then the work muſt ſtand and diſoblige maſters : I ſhould 
be very glad if you lived within fix miles of town, or if I could have 
any correſpondent of yours at Birmingham, to help in caſe of ne- 


_ cellity: I ſhould be very glad to ſee you at Walſall, for our people 


thinks it's a very intricate thing for a perſon to manage that's un- 
acquainted with it; I am informed it will coſt near twenty pounds. 


. Pleaſe to ſend an account. what things will be wanting, and the 


charge; ſo no more at preſent, but my complements to all friends. 


I am 
| Yours to command, 


GEO. HI LL. 


P. S. Mr. Blackham was with me a day or two ago, about what 
you know of; you deſired me to fend you word of Mr. Prophet, 
Mr. Warden ſaw him by Matt. Roſs that evening as you went from 


there, and ſaid he knew nothing of you being in town. 


N. B. There has been a great diſturbance at Birmingham con— 
cerning bad gold; it's Portugal coin, the Soliciter has been down 
from the mint, and as.by report, found ſeveral pieces upon a Chap- 
man which bears a very bad character: I hope you won't take it 
ill at me ſending you this, but ſome people pleaſe to joke with me 
that they think it's you that's concerned, but by ſufficient circum- 


{lances, I hear it is one at Birmingham. 


To 
Mr Tho. Lightowller 
oppolite the Pack- horſe 
on St. Johns Bridge, 


Coventry, Warwickſhire. London, 


rl 


London, Oct. 2, 1755. 
„ 

OURS received but to no ſatisfaction to any affairs in hand; 
what I write now concerning the houſe, and how you would 

have the ſhop built to your mind, I bave met the gentleman ſo 
many times, whilit I am aſhamed of ſetting one time and another 
for it to be fixed, and unleſs you give me a punctual anſwer by 
Monday's poſt, I muſt loſe twenty pounds upon a. forfeit, fo excuſe 


haſte, I depend upon your anſwer then, and am 
Sir, your humble ſervant, 


There 1s no orders as you ſpoke of, SIMON BLACKWELE, 
whom ever is in the fault. 


P. S. Pray don't fail your anſwer at the return of poſt, for the 
penalty which I cannot get off. My love to brother, and I received 
his order, which will ſend by Saturday's wagon, pleaſe God. 

To 
Mr. Tho. Lightowller, 
on St. Johns Bridge, 
Coventry. 


SIR, 
\ E have ſent to you ſeveral times, in order for an inſtrument 


or two by way of eſſay; and as to the dyes you may ſend a 
proper thia plate to ſtamp them on, but we requeſt of you to ſend 
one two or three, &c. of inflruments without dyes, in order to ſee 
what perfection it can be brought to, for we want to have a quan- 
tity made of the fort we mentioned. One or two without the ſtamp 
of the dye will make no odds, we were in hopes of having ſome 
hundreds from you before now, for it has hindered us greatly in 
not advertiling, and we now walt to ſee what we can ſay to the 
public with relation to this improvement; therefore we earneſtly 
beg you would as ſpeedy as poſſible, ſend as above, and then you 
may expect another order for a quantity: We have promiſed ſorne 


time ago to our correſpondents in London, &c. &c, to help them 10 
ſome 


time, from 


} 


ſome of them in a very ſmall time, therefore it is all this while loſt 


Your ſincere and true friend, 
To | 
Mr. Lightowller, - | J. HULLS and Company. 
at Coventry. | 


"£60 Douglas, Jan. 12, 1755. 
Promiſe to pay upon demand, to Mr. James Bourne of Liver- 
pool, for my paſſage from hence there, the ſum of three pounds 


three ſhillings, according to contract. 
Witneſs my hand, THOMAS LIGHTOWLLER. 


Mr. LIGHTOWLLER, 
SIR, 
Wrote to you laſt weck and expected an anſwer, mother and I are 
agreeable to get up a ſtamp as ſoon as poſſible: I intend to go 
to Birmingham next week, if buſineſs ſuits, to ſee a little of them, 
and ſhould be very glad of your advice in a ſtamp; if you will be 
pleaſed to ſend me account what things will be wanting to compleat 
a good ſtamp, and the charge ſeparate, in ſo doing you'll greatly 
oblige 
| Your ebe ſervant, 
P. S. Pleaſe to ſend an anwer G E O. HI L L. 
per return of poſt. To 
Mr. Lightowller at Mr. Reeves's, 
Breeches-maker, St. John's Bridge. 
Coventry. 


| April 15, 1735. 
Moſt worthy Mr. LicHTOWLLER, 
HIS wich my love and ſervice to you, and allo my loving and 
charming maſter. Honourable and loving maſter, this is to 

let you know concerning your affairs with Birmingham, and by 
theſe lines to let you know, that D was ſent for to the work- 


nouſe 


ö 

. „ 
houſe on Monday morning, and a warrant was delivered to him 
to ſerve you for the child s charges, and at the delivery of the war- 
rant to him, Abraham Spooner and Michael Alcock promiſed him 
a crown for the taking of you, and Monday he hath been on the 
ſearch every where for to find you, and Ned, Smith's wife has been at 
the workhouſe at the ſame time, for her pay for the child; ſhe 
came to me yeſterday and told me the ſame, and Wooldridge ſwore 
at the old: George an Monday night, if you came to Birmingham 
by night or by day he would have you, or the Devil ſhould have 
him. You may uſe your own diſcretion, but would have you be 
upon your guard, for if you ſhould come to town unexpected, you 
would find: my words no otherways than truth. 

Concerning the other errand,” I went on Monday to ſee for the 
fellow, but was gone home ſick of the fever, but this day I met 
with a young man as hath been in the town a great while, a a jobbing- 
ſmith, a man of a very good reputation, and counted a. very in- 
genious good workman, and for the ſake of improvement, would be 
willing to contract for ſome time, I gave him all the ſatis faction I 
could, and if you have a mind, I deſire you would ſend a letter 

to Baggs, where you would meet him, and when your will ſhall 
be fulfilled as far as power goeth, your ever well wiſher. 
To | DAVID DOWWELI. 

Mr. Lightowller, „ | 

Box-maker and Engine Turner, 
in Coventry. Theſe 


SIR, 

1 Hope your good diſpoſition towards public juſtice will enable 
you to take the cauſe in hand, which I ſuppoſe my ſpouſe by 
this time has given you an account of, but perhaps in not ſo clear 

a light as is requiſite on ſuch occaſions; there was a bill of ſale 
given to Jonathan Tilly one year three quarters ago, or upwards; Lee 
being onlya witneſs to the ſigning of it, and no other perſons preſent 
at that time (I hope no affront to mention, that bills of ſale ought 

to be immediately executed within a limitted time;) i in the next 
H place 


— tr 
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place they turn'd a woman and both my children into tk fireet by 
compulſion, which were in poſſeſſion; I took the houſe of Mr. Ken- 
drick, not of Lee or Tilley, and I further obſerve, that every thing 
in the inventory when the bill was given, was upon the premiſſes 
when they entered, and a conſiderable quantity of other goods and 
working utenhls, bought by me ſince that time {proper exceptions 
In the bill of ſale according to form ;) there is ſome effects of other 
perſons, all which I find upon oath made, they are accountable for; 
and part of my wife's wearing apparel they likewile illegally detain, 
notwithftanding they are excepted in the bill of ſale: I cannot 
conceive what buſineſs Lee had there at all, but this is not material, 
I have ordered my wife to give you your fee, if required: I will ei- 
ther be upon the ſpot or depute ſome one to act for me as ſoon as 1 
can end the affair with the overſeers of Packinton ; I have both 
friends and money to pulh with vigour in this action, which if you 
pleaſe to undertake, ſhall be paid as required; pleaſe to conſider 
how beſt to ground the action, and give a line to my wife, which 
the will ſend to me, and I ſhall elleem itas a * tavour done to, 

Sir, your well wiſher, 
Birmingham, Jan. 13, 756. THO. LIGHTOWLLER. 
307: 
Mr. Hewitt, Attorney at Law, 
Coventry. 
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...... AE AA AT ALA DEEDS 


Cc OTN TE 


The PROCEEDINGS, &c. 


N the beginning of May, 1736; the following was brought to 

me, ſigned by lord chief juſtice Ryder, with a letter of requeſt 
that I would uſe my endeavours to cauſe Thomas Lightowller to 
be apprehended, againſt whom the grand Jury had at the then late 
aſſizes at Lancaſter, found a bill for coining, together with' two 
perſons of the names of Healy. 


The Information of William Chamberlayne, Solicitor of his Majeſly's 
Mint, taken upon Oath the 27th Day of April, in the Tear of our 
Lord, 17 56 k : 


ND firſt, this informant for himſelf ſaith, That a bill of indict- 

ment being found at the laſt ſummer aſſizes, held in and for 
the county palatine of Lancaſter, againſt Abraham Healy the elder, 
Abraham Healy the younger, and Thomas Lightowller, all late of 
the pariſh of Layland in the county of Lancaſter, labourers; for 
counterfeiting the current coin of this kingdom : They, the ſaid Abra- 
ham Healy the elder, and Abraham Healy the younger, were after- 
wards apprehended, and at the laſt aſſizes held in, and for the 
county aforeſaid, were tried on the ſaid indictment, and both con- 
victed. And this informant ſaith, he attended the trial of the ſaid 
Healys as ſolicitor on behalf of the crown, and that it appeared by 
the evidence given on the faid trial, that the ſaid Thomas Light- 
owller not only coined in the preſence of the Healys, but was him- 
ſelf the procurer of the inſtruments, and the perſon that taught or in- 
!tructed the faid Healys in the art of counterfeiting the current 
I coin 
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took the finding out his lodgings, and if in Coventry, to engage 


. 


coin of this kingdom. And this informant ſaith, that from what 
he heard given in evidence on the abovementioned trial, and from 
informations he has received, he verily believes the ſaid Thomas 
Lightowller has counterſeited the current coin of this kingdom. 
And this informant further ſaith, that he hath not yet been able to 
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cauſe the ſaid Thomas Ligtitowller to be apprehended, but this in- 


formant hath received by laſt Friday's poſt, a letter from Mr. Wright, 
attorney at law in Coventry, mentioning that he, the ſaid Thomas 
Lightowller, had been in Coventry that week, and that he probably 
was there then, and that if me, the informant, would ſend a warrant 
immediately. he did not fear getting him taken. 
SwoRN at my houſe in) 

Chancery Lane the day 

and year firſt above > 

written, before me 

D. RYDER. . 


WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE. 


Upon the receipt of Mr. Chamberlayne's information, accom- 
panied with a letter, I filled up the warrant in readineſs, and I di- 
rectly turned my thoughts on ways and means by which the of- 
fender might be ſecured : I had been cloſely employed in the put- 
ting the act in execution for the raiſing. men for the filling up Co- 
lonel Lambton's regiment, which were then quartered at Coventry. 
Some few months before Lightowller had been taken up by virtue 


of my warrant, upon a charge of baſtardy, and made his eſcape 


ſrom the conſtable, and had left the town; having had his character 
given me, and the embarraſed ſtate of bs circumſtances, I found 
the utmolt caution and circumſpection neceſſary to be uſed in the 
enquiry after him, and employed a perſon to find out whether or 


not he was in town, under a pretence of my wanting him to do 
ſome carved work, he having with his brother cut a chimney piece 


for me ſome time before: The perſon employed had a demand upon 
Lightowller which he had mentioned to me, and from the hopes of 
my being able to flop his debt, very willingly and thankfully under- 


him 
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him to undertake the work; the ſame day he informed me Light- 
owller was 1n town, and lodged at a public houſe in the neghbour- 
hood, but where he went during the day be could not find out, but 
would watch his coming home at night : Being certain that he was 
in town, | immediately ſent to the chief conſtable, and gave him 
orders io have ready two or three other officers at the watch-houſe 
that night by ten o'clock, waiting my orders to be executed on a 
minute's notice; the high conſtable ſuppoſed the buſineſs was to im- 
preſs ſome man I had intelligence of, for a ſoldier; doubtful of the 
conſtable's proceeding, determined to attend them myſelf, being the 
molt capital crime that had come under my notice; about eleven 
o'clock I had notice ſrom my neighbour that they had ſeen Light- 
owller, and he had underiaken the job, and would wait on me in 
the morning: I immediately ſent for the high conſtable and attend- 
ance, and to prevent the landlord and family's going to bed, I fent 
for him upon different buſineſs; being prepared, I gave a ſtrict 
Charge iO the officers to follow me cloſe, and to be ready on inſtan- 
taneous notice to ſeize the man I pointed at; upon our arrival at 
the houle, conſidering all farther ceremony and ſecreſy unneceſlary, 
I then queſtioned the landlord whether Lightowller did not lodge at 
his houſe, to which he anſwered, No; I then told him I knew he 
did, and he was then there in bed; upon which appearing conful- 
ed, he ſail he could not tell but he would go and ſee; to which I 
reply d, that he ſhould not go alone, but deſired him to ſhew me the 
room; upon going up the firſt ſtairs he wrapt gently at a door, and 
was taking me up a ſecond ſtory; conſidering the wrap a ſignal and 
him a traitor, I immediately collered him, kicked up his heels, and 


ſent him backward down ſtairs, and with my foot againſt the door 


forced the lock and bolt; the moment I perceived by the clothes 
Lightowller was in bed, I looked back for my attendants, not one 
man in ſight; perceiving my danger and the terror 1 had put the 
woman in, I addreſs'd her, Mrs. Lightowller, don't be ſurprized, 


this huſband of yours can't leave off his tricks, he hath another ſmall 


child laid to him fince he ran from my warrant;” upon which Light- 


owller burſt into laughter, ſuppoſing it true, conſcious he had 
| deſerved 


berth, eter come. Mr 
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deſerved it: Immediately his firſt fears vaniſhed, and a loaded piſtol 


he had in his hand he replaced under his pillow; I told him out 


of decency to his wife I could not ſpeak to him there, but be 
might dreſs and come down; directly I ran to ſee after the traitors 
of conſtables I had fo relied upon, and giving them a ſevere repri- 
mand, told them Lightowller their priſoner was in the room, and 
at their peril to bring him to me in the kitchen ; as ſoon as he had 


got on his clothes, he ſent down one of them to requeſt me to re- 


turn up ſtairs, but I gave poſitive orders for him to come to me; 
when in the kitchen, I told him he mult go ro my houſe, as it was 
cold and no fire; I left the conſtables to attend him, when in the 
ſtreet, I perceived a ſtop, and returned back to know the cauſe; I 
found Mr. Lightowller buckling his ſhoes, and tying his garters, 
I had thoſe {lupid fellows to reprimand for their ignorance and fo]- 
ly; his loſe ſhoes, &c. were a ſecurity which they were about to 
ſufter him to remove, and I imagine he began to fear I had not told 
him the real charge; upon his arrival in my office, I ordered him 
to be ſearched, and all his monies and papers to be examined; 
being then a young magiſtrate, and unexperienced, had never ſeen 
any dyes or coining tools; I recollected hearing repeatedly the ſound 
of Lightowller's ſixpences, and that he was conſidered as the great- 
eſt mechanical genius of that time, but a man of a baſe principle, 
and bad morals, which appears by the letters; and what had put 
me under the greateſt difficulty in my proceedings, the account given 
me of his wife, being given over by her phylicians, and expected 
every day to be her laſt, in conſequence of a diſorder given her by 


her huſband: I did not know what might be the conſequence to 


the poor woman upon his being ſurprized in bed with her, which 


I did not expect till I had forced the door and perceived the clothes 


on the chair; my immediate recollection of his caſe of baſtardy hav- 


Ing been under. my notice, removed his fears, and protected me 


from the danger I was in: Having examined the papers and coin 


found upon him, I found a letter with a piece of foreign coin in- 


cloſed, being an order for a quantity of the ſame, from two brothers 


named Frizo's, which was to me ſufficient evidence of the trade he 
| had 
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had been carrying on at Coventry, as well as elſewhere. I then ac- 
quainted him with the charge 1 had againſt him from the ſolicitor of 
the mint, and of his accomplices, the two Healys being executed 
a iew days before, as accomplices for the ſame fact he had been a 
principal in. I then proceeded to take his examination concern - 
ing the charge; he behaved decently, but would mention nothing 
that related to the buſineſs: After having taken down ſuch an ac- 
count as he was pleaſed to deliver, with reſpect to the papers and 
ſamples of coin found upon him, about four o'clock on Sunday 
morning I committed him to goal: On leaving the Inn at the time 
of his being apprehended, I placed a conſtable at the room door 
to prevent any thing being conveyed away until the morning; af— 
ter taking an hour or two's repoſe, and as ſoon as I thought pro- 
per and convenient for his wife, in her diſtreſs'd ſituation, for the 
apartment to be ſearched; a loaded piſtol was found and brought 
to me, and which one of the conſtables acknowledged, he knew he 
always carried about him, though he had filently ſuffered me to 
force into his room without the orders I had previouſly given being 
obſerved, that of being cloſely attended where ever I proceeded by 
every officer, and without being obliged to call upon them, nay 
before they brought him down ſtairs, one of them ſaw him take the 
piltol from his pocket and put under his pillow : Lightowller after- 
wards own'd to myſelf, that if I had not deceived him by the ſudden 
preſence of mind, in telling his wife it was a charge of ballardy, 
and which he then believed, he had certainly fired upon me, unleſs 
I had directly quitted the room : A large parcel of papers were 
found, part in his wife's room, and part concealed in a houſe of 
her brother's, amongſt which were the letters I have publiſhed, cru- 
cibles, a bill of ſale to Tilley and Lee, and his correſpondent's epiſtles 
for many years previous to that period, and which I have publiſhed 
to ſhew the character of this man, as well as to expoſe his accom- 
plices and ſupnorters, who though they eſcaped the laws of their 
country, had made fortunes by the induſtry and unhappy abilities 
of this offender; I muſt repeat unhappy for himſelf, and unfortunate 
for his country, becauſe he has been ſuffered to eſcape with impu- 
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nity, and carry with him his knowledge and abilities, to the preju- 
dice of this, and to the great advantage of a foreign country. 

Upon his commitment J ſent an expreſs to the ſolicitor of the 
mint, acquainiing him of my proceedings and ſucceſs, with di- 
rection to apprehend Frizo, but not receiving immediate anſwer, I 
was a little ſurprized. * See letters 13th and 15th May, 1756, and 
$th of June I gave the goaler a ſtrict charge to look well to his 
priſoner, pointed out to him the repeated eſcapes he had made, his 
abilities and ſuperior genius beyond every other man, which re— 
quired the ſtricteſt attention to guard againſt the attempts he would 
certainly make to break out of priſon, as he well knew the deſpe- 
rate ſituation he was in, without the leaſt probability of eſcaping 
public juſtice. ee 

Having proceeded ſo far with reſpect to Lightowller, I judged it 
proper to examine Tilley reſpecting the bill of ſale. which I had 
found amongſt Lightowller's papers; but at this time, not ſuſpect- 


SIR. * Gough Square, London, 13th of May, 1756. 

YOUR letters being wrong directed, did not get to my ſon's houſe till laſt night, when they 
were both brought together, and immediately after were brought to me in his abſence, be- 
ing in Wiltſhire examining a ſet of coiners lately diſcovered there. As your letter of the 
11th inſtant mentions guineas and crowns being ordered by Friſon, I ſent it to the juſtice, 
who comminted him, in order to have him detained, and not let out on any application what- 
ever. At my ſon's return, which I hope will be in two or three days, you will have an anſwer 
to your letters. I thought fit to let you know the "occaſion of his not anſwering your letter, 
leaſt you might think yourſelf neglected. When you have any occalion to writeto him again, 
dirc to him in Fetter-lane. 1 am, Sir, 

Your moſt humble ſervant, 
J. CHAMBERLAYNE. 


If you ſee Mr. Wright, pray be ſo good as to let him know that my ſon is from home, 
and therefore could not anſwer his letter. | 


SIR, London, 15th May. 1756. 
UPON my return to town to-day, I met with both your favours, and am much obliged to 
you for your care: I muſt beg the fayour of you to let Mr. Wright bave a copy of that letter 
about the guineas and half crowns, and two or three more of them molt ſuſpicious, in order 
to lay before council. I ſhould be glad to have the pleaſure of meeting you either here or 
in Coventry, but I am afraid the fund is not ſufficient to anſwer the expence; however, I 
will conſult with my ſuperiors, and you may depend on hearing further. I am, Sir, 
| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE. 
| | ”* nll 
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ing him an accomplice, but deſirous of finding out what kind of 
tools and inſtruments they were he had takerf poſſeſſion of by vir- 
tue of the ſame: I was ſo cautious of offending that I waited 
upon him perſonally, deſiring the favour of ſeeing any part he 
had taken; he produced files, I told him they were not the ſort 
of tools I wanted to ſee, that they were ſuch as was uſed in the 
coining of money, and which he might ignoranily take into his 
keeping, that I hoped he would excule me if I informed him of the 
conlequence of having ſuch tools or inſtruments ſound in a man's 
houſe or cuſtody, that it was a capital offence, and therefore he 
would do well to deliver up any ſuch if he had got them by virtue 
of the bill of ſale, not knowing the conſequences; he replied, he 
never had any ſuch, nor kaew what kind of tools they were, that 
Lightovwller was a great rogue and he had been a conſiderable ſufferer 
by him; 1 took my leave, with an apology for calling upon him on 
the occaſion: In conlequence of my intelligence, Frizo was appre- 


hended and committed. * See letter 8th of June, 1756. In order for 
| the 


SIR, | London June Sth. 1756. 

I Receiv'd your favour of the 6th, with Lightowller's information incloſed. I immediately 
attended Mr. juſtice Fielding, and upon my infor nation that I ſuſpedted Henry Lightowller of 
coining. i got a warrant for apprehending him, and he was taken laſt night and examin'd, 
and gain this morning; a copy ot his intormation you receive herewith. and I hope it will be 
ſufficient ground tor you to iſſue warrants againſt ſuch as live in your neighbourhood upon 
ſuſpicion. Thomas Lightowiler cannot be ad uitted an evidence, his brother Henry ſhall; I 
am lurprized you can think that you ſhould have the leaſt occaſion to complain of my 
backwaidneſs, when you conſider if it had not been for me this ſet would not have been got at, 
2 I firſt hren Lightowller trom whom the diſcoveries have come: I likewiſe have the pleafure 
of acquain:ing you, that by a ſcheme I laid. I by the laſt poſt received an information againſt 
more than a dozen in Lancaſhite and Yorkſhire. for the appreheniling of whom, I have ſent 
directiors this poll, and I hope I ſhall get mult of them, as they are the principle makers of that 
vaſt quantity ot bad ports that have of late been circulated : You will pleaſe to let me hear the 
reſult of your mceting with Mr, Wyrley. I am. Sir, 

Your obedient humble ſervant. 
4 | WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE. 

As to Friſon it was impoſſible I could give you notice to attend his examination as he was 
not re-examined till laſt Friday. 


Mioptesax | The Information of Henry Lightowller, taken this eigth day of June, 17 56, before 
To wit, me, being one ot his Majelly's Jullices of the Peace for the faid County. 


WHO being upon oath ſaith, That he knows Jonathan Tilley of the city of Coventry, 
plumber and glazier; Joſeph Lee, in the county of Warwick, weaver; Charles Higgen- 
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the better ſecuring of Lightowller, who was to be moved toLincaſter, 


there to take his trial; 1 gave it as my opinion that it would be beſt 
| to 


ſon of the city of Coventry, baker; and Dumbleton of Banbury, in the county of Oxford, 
baker; that ſometime in Auguit 1754, he, this informant, heing apprentice to his brother 
Thomas Lightowller of the city of Coventry, ſnuff box maker, was preſent in the ſhop of the 
ſaid Thomas Lightowller in Coventry aforeſaid, and then ſaw the ſaid Jonathan Tilley flat 
bars of baſe metal to the thickneſs "of a ſhilling, and then with a ſcrew, cut out round blanks 
to the ſize of a ſhilling, and after milling them in the fire, then boiled them to fetch them to 
a good colour, and with a large ſcrew fly preſs, ſtanding in the ſaid {bop, a pair of dyes, 
for coining queen Anne's ſhillings, being firſt placed therein, coined ſeveral of the ſaid round 
pieces, into pieces reſembling ſhillings of the reign of queen Anue; and having another pair 
of dyes for king William's ſhillings, bath frequently by changing the ſaid dyes, coined ſuch 
round blanks ſo made, as aforefaid, into pieces reſembling ſhillings of the reign of king 
William the III. And this informant further ſaith, that he always looked upon the ſaid 
Joſeph Lee as partner with the ſaid Tilley in the buſineſs of coining; he, the ſaid Lee, having 
frequently brought old filver to be mixt with other metal, in order to be coined; and 
having received ſuch counterfeit money after it had been coined from the ſaid Tilley, in or- 
der to put off the ſame, and having been preſent in the ſhop of the faid Thomas Lightowller 
while the ſaid Thomas Lightowller and Tilley bave been coining ſhillings, looking on and 
- admiring their performance: And this informant further faith, that about the time aforeſaid, 
he hath ſeen the ſaid Charles Higgenſon turn the fly while the ſaid Jonathan Tilley attended 
the dyes, and coined ſeveral counterfeit ſhillings: And this informant further ſaith, that ſome 
time in the month of Auguft aforeſaid, he, this deponent was ſent by the ſaid Tilley to the 
ſaid Dumbleton, with ſome of the ſaid counterfeit ſhillings, in number twenty four, for 
which the ſaid Dumbleton was to give this informant one guinea; but this informant received 
only twenty ſhillings for the ſame, by reaſon the ſaid Dumbleton ſaid, he had no more mo- 
ney, but that there were accounts betwixt him the ſaid Dumbleton, and this informant's brother, 
and the ſaid Tilley, and he would ſettle the ſame the next time he ſaw them: And this infor- 
mant further ſaith, that whilſt he was in Coventry, as aforeſaid, two pedlers of the Sir name of 
Callon, but whoſe Chriſtian names this informant cannot recellect, (natives of Scotland ag 
informant believes,) and who uſually travelled the counties of Warwick and Stafford, came 
ſeveral times to this informants brother's houſe in Coventry aforeſaid, and bought of the ſaid 
Thomas Lightowller, ſeveral parcels of ſuch counterfeit ſhiliings, and paid for the ſame, partin 
money and part in goods, after the rate of twenty-three ſhillings for the pound ſterling: And 
this informant ſaith, he never was intereſted in the ſeveral tranſactions aforeſaid, but onl 
privy by being apprentice to bis ſaid brother as aforeſaid; that he was often very uneaſy both 
on his brother's account, and his own, and abſented himſelf from his {aid brother's ſervice to 
. prevent the conſequences attending ſuch uniawful dealings: And this informant further ſaith, 
that about the time laſt aforeſaid, Thomas Jones of Stone in Staffordſhire, baker, came to 
this informants brother's houſe in Coventry atoreſaid, and look'd at the ſhilling dyes, and then 
ordered ten pounds of counterfeit ſhillings to be made for him, nine pounds whereof were 
afterwards made, and this informant's brother afterwards ſet out to carry the ſame to the ſaid 
Thomas Jones, and when he return'd, ſaid he had delivered the ſame to him according to or- 
det: And this informant further ſaith. that the eldeſt of the aforementioned Callans, the laft 
time he was at Coventry, turned the fly that his quantity might be more expeditoully coined. 


Sworn before me this 8th. June. 1756. | 
SAUNDERS WELCH. | HENRY LIGHTOWLLER. 
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to have the habeas as ſpcedy as poſſible, which was accordingly ob- 
tained and ſent to the ſheriffs, who negleaed the immediate ex- 
ecution thereof; in the mean time, on a Saturday, being about one 
o'clock in the afternoon, I was furprized with an account that 
Lightowller had made his eſcape by a falſe key. with which he opened 
the front door, and was aſtoniſhed that he ſhould be ſo daring to 
attempt it in the middle of the day, and in the center of the town, 
where he was univerſally known; I could not but ſuſpect there 
had been ſome bribery in the caſe, and the goaler had knowingly 
permitted it; and the more fo, as I was informed that the goaler 
had been ſeen a few minutes before in the flreet, looking as if to 
ſee if the road was clear; the moment I heard the report, I ran to 
the goal to examine the truth, and ſent for the ſheriffs, whoſe con- 
duct in neglecting to ſend him away, I could not but ſeverely con- 
demn; they were as afrighted, I was enraged, and immediately ſent 
out in purſuit; and I much concerned returned to finiſh my dinner, 
which I had ſcarcely ſat down to, before a man almoſt out of breath, 
came with intelligence that Lightowller was retaken; being as much 
ſurprized at his being ſo ſpeedily found, I a ſecond time left the table 
to be ſatisfied of the truth, and ſoon met the ſheriffs, goaler, and pri- 
ſoner, the goaler curſing and threatning him with the barbarous 
means by which he would make him ſafe : I immediately attackt the 
goaler (whether he was in earneſt oronly pretence, I did not know) 
but I publicly diſcharged him from exerciſing any cruelty on his 
priſoner who was juſtifiable in endeavouring to ſave his life, where- 
as he had been guilty of a much worſe crime, either the neglect of 
duty, or a wilful breach of truſt. 

Upon my going into the priſon, Lightowller defired he might 
ſpeak to me alone, which I conſented to, not doubting what I had 
ſaid to the goaler had made ſome impreſſion upon him; my friends 
preſent endeavoured to perſuade me not to venture myſelf along 
with ſo dangerous a man, and who knew he was in a deſperate ſitua- 
tion, without the leaſt hopes of eſcaping conviction, or pardon if con- 
victed; my own reſolutions prevailed, and! attended him in a private 
room ; he firſt thanked me for my tender and Kind interpoſition 
L with 
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with the goaler in reſpect to his threats, and that if I would give him 
the hearing, as he knew he was ſure to die, was both willing and de- 
ſirous of making ſome diſcoveries of great importance, and mentioned 


Tilley as a perſon who had been as deeply concerned in all his 


tranſactions, had been the cauſe of his firlt coming to Coventry; 
not being prepared, I promiſed I would come to him after having 


hniſhed my dinner, fearful any knowledge of his intentions might 


reach the ears of his accomplices and occaſion them making their 
eſcape; I returned to him as ſpeedy as poſſible, firſt endeavouring 


to ſecure Tilley, ſent to him to deſire the favour of ſeeing his copy 


of the bill of ſale given by Lightowller, but was diſappointed by his 


being from home; I then took Lightowller's conſeſſion or infor- 


mation, & dated the gth of June, 1756, which took me up a con- 
| | | | ſiderable 


| * City of Covenrey Thomas Lightowller upon his exarwination taken beſore me John Hewitt, 


To wit. Mayor, and one of his majeſty's juſtices of the peace for this city, upon oath 
ſaith, That one Robert Hudſon of near on the road from Birmingham to Stratford. two com- 
Puted miles on the ſaid road, near Mr. Bolton's of Snowhill, flatting mills. was in partnerſhip 
with one G. Birch, did tell this informant, that they, the ſaid Hudſon and Birch had a Prefs. in 
which they madetwenty ſeven pieces, and halftwenty ſeven pieces, and that it was in the poſſeſſion 
of the faid Birch, the dyes in the houſe of one John Clark at which Clark brought this 
Informant three or four pieces ol the ſaid coin of their making, and offered with his ſon-1n- 
law, to give this informant ſeven guineas to make two pair of dyes for their making the ſame 
coin. but this informant refuſed; this informant ſaw in the ſaid perſons cuſtody, a pair or 
ſer of dyes for that purpoſe, which the ſaid perſons had, made by one Obediah Moore, of 
King's-Stanly Lodge, upon Sutton Coldheld, in the county of Warwick : And farther this infor- 
mant ſays. that about two years lince, he boarded at the houſe of one Edward Croſby, jobbing 
ſmith and ſtamper in Lichheld Street, Birmingham, who alked this informant if he would 
join him in making of ſhillings and ſixpences, and that he, the ſaid Crolby offered to find a 


capital ſum to carry on the ſaid trade of Coining, but this informant refuſed to be concerned: 


However this tinformant faith, that he, the ſaid Croſby, purſued the trade and coining, 
by ſtriking the ſaid pieces upon a bolſtering frame and fledge hammer; the dyes he had of his 
own making. or procuring, the one of qucen Anne's face or buft, the other of king 
William the III. very faint in the reſemblance. and which he ſent out his wife to diſpole of, 
and took ſome of them to one Mr. Robert Laws, in Birmingham, near the Old Church; and 
told this informant, that the ſaid Law ſaid, he wouid take a quantity of the ſaid coin, in order 
to encourage this informant to join in the ſaid trade; and ſhe ſaid, Law's wife afterwards told this 
informant, that ſhe had ſhewn her a quantity of the ſaid coin by the ſaid Crosby, but whe- 
ther the ſaid Law made any uſe of it this informant knows not ; but this informant hearing 
of it. went down to the ſaid Law's wife, and adviſed her not to meddle with ſuch coin, but 
ſhe ſaid. that ſhe did not care, for if this informant or Crosby would bring twenty pounds 
worth ol it, ſhe would purchaſe it: And this informant further ſaith, that Joſeph Lee of Bed- 


worth, and Jonathan Tilley, plumber and glazier, of Coventry, did encourage him to come 
i | from 
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iderable time; as ſoon as I had finiſhed, I made out a warrant for 

he apprehegding of Tilley, but leaſt the fight of a conſtable ſhould 

ntimidate him and he ſhould eſcape, I ſent again a meſſage by my 

»wn ſervant, and ordered a conſtable to place himſelf in view of his 

10uſe; after ſome time my ſervant returned, but whether from fear 

"Tr curioſity, he prevailed upon the ſervant to call in at a public houſe, 
ind there examined him if he knew what I wanted, but he told him 
ne did not, more than the meſſage he had delivered; upon his com- 
ing to my houſe, I having other buſineſs come before me, I ordered 
him to Wait, he was directly underthe care of a conſtable without his 
knowing it; as ſoon as J was at liberty, I called for him, and hav- 
ing him alone, I then reminded him of my having called upon him 
ſome- 
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ſrom Walſall, and offered to lend this informant a ſum of money to alliſt him in his own bu- 
lineſs : But at the ſame time as ſoon as they had got him fixed, refuſed to lend himthe monies, 
unleſs he would lend them his inſtruments of trade upon a bill of ſale, in lieu of caſhadyanced; 
and during the abſence of this informant. the ſaid Tilley did come to the houſe of this in- 
ſormant in Coventry, and told Henry Lightowller, a brother of this informant's, that he muſt 
lend him aſhflance in working the preſs, that this informant had for carrying on the trade 
of button making. &c. the ſame inſtruments he uſed at the time he worked at Mr. Alcock's 
and Kempion's, in Birmingham, and the ſaid Tilley did coin ſhillings in the preſence of the 
{aid Henry Lightowller; and Tilley ſent the ſaid Henry Lightowller to one Dumbletoa of 
Banbury, a baker in the ſaid town, with the ſaid coin, and the ſaid Dumbleton received the 
ſaid counterſeit coin. and kept as much as he had money to anſwer, and returned the reſt 
back to the ſaid Tilley; he, the ſaid Henry Lightowller, was only an apprentice to this infor- 
mant, who at this time was gone to fetch his wiſe home, who was gone to her friends in Lan- 
caſhire: And this informant further faith. that the ſaid Tilley and Lee, did ſend for this in- 
lormant to the Mermaid tavern of this city, and there told him, if he did not immediately 
furniſh them, the ſaid Tilley and Lee, with a pair of dyes for guineas, pairs, one for each 
different impreſſion, the ſaid Tilley would immediately put in execution the bill of ſale they 
got from this informant, as aforementioned, or they would arreſt bim for his note of hand he 
had gave to Lee for cleven pounds; upon this informant's refuling, they executed the bill of 
ſale againſt him, this informant, and diſtreſſed his family: And further this examinant ſaith 
not. | 
Sworn before me, this gth day of June, 1756. THOMAS LIGHTOWLLER, 
J. HEWITT, Mayor. 


| September 18th, 1753. 

ARTICLES of Agreement between Richard Brown, and Thomas Lightowller, Smiths; 
that is to ſay, That I Thomas Lightowller promiſe to pay yearly, or for one year, the ſum of 
ten pound: ſterling, for the rent of the houſe that Richard Brown now poſſeſſes, and for me, 
the ſaid Thomas Lightowller, to enter the premiſes in the ſpace of one month; as witneſs our 
hands, to enter at old Michaelmas next enſuing, rent to then commence. 

Witneſs, THOMAS LIGHTOWLLER. 
JONATHAN TILLEY. RICHARD BROWN. 
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ſometime before, at the time I committed Lightowller, in order to 
requeſt the favour of ſeeing the tools and inflruments he had got in- 
to his poſſeſſion from the priſoner; that 1 likewiſe informed him of 
the danger and conſequences of keeping ſuch tools, &c. in his cuſ- 
tody, and recommended it to him, it he had any ſuch, to deliver 
2 them up, that then the crime would fall on Lightowller, from whom 
1 he had received them. and I thought he might juftify it by the bill 
= | of ſale; but he poſitively (as he did before) deny the knowledge of 
—_ - any coining tools, or having in his cuſtody then or the preſent time: 
Finding that it was to no purpoſe to encourage him to a voluntary 
diſcovery, or having it in my power to be his fricnd, I then told 
him, I had a poſitive charge againſt him upon oath, both that he 
had at that time, and the preſent, dyesand inſtruments for making 
money in his keeping, and upon which charge 1 ihould certainly 
commit him; and upon his being ſearched, a queen Anne's ſhilling, 
that was proved to be one of his own making, found upon him; 1 
then ſigned his commitment, and ordered him to be taken immedi- : 
ately to goal; he then began to ſolicit me for his family's ſake not to 
let him go to priſon that night, I told him I had put it in his power 
to have been his own friend, family's and country's friend, but that 
time was paſt and not in my power to recal; after he was on his way 
to goal, recollecting the behaviour of the conltables ai the ſearching 
and apprehending of Lightowller, I ſent after the conſtable, and deſired 
he might be brought back again, having in the mean while {ent ſome 
erſons to ſearch his houſe and out-houſes, as Lightowller had poſi- 
tively ſaid, he was ſure the dyes and preſs were in his keeping: Upon 
Tilley s being brought back, I inſiſted upon the conſtable re-ſcarch- 
ing him, that I was not ſatisfied they had done it thoroughly before, 
and would have him ſearched over again, and directed them in 
their proceedings; they having done as far as they thought neceſ- 
ſary, I deſired they would examine the lining of his breeches, and 
ſtroke down the thighs to the knee-band, upon which one ſaid, 
that he felt ſomething hard at the inſide of the knee-band, I ordered 
them to bring it forth be what it would, and immediately pro- 


—- duced a puncheon for the ſtamping of dyes, the impreſſion of queen 
Anne's 
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Anne's heads and agreeable to the queen's counterfeit ſhilling found 
upon him; that alone was death by the laws of Britain ; he could 
blame no one but himſelf, I at his firſt appearance told him the 
conſequence of ſuch tools in his cullody, the concealing of it was 
inexcuſable, for he might have availed himſelf of the bill of ſale, 
had he at firſt delivered it up and not concealed and denied it; it 
was very extraordinary that he ſhould bring it with him to my houſe: 
I had nothing. more to do than remand him back on his firſt mit- 
timus; in the mean while, the con{lables returned without any diſ- 
covery in the ſearch of his houſe; having twice experienced how 
little a magiſtrate can depend on conſtables, I determined to attend 
a ſecond ſearch ; the great difficulty J had to encounter, was the 
unfortunate ſituation of Tilley's wife, then with child, and near her 
time of delivery; but the conſideration; of the injuſtice received by 
numbers, and the duty I conſidered due to my country, balanced 
againſt all other circumſtances, and I attended a ſecond ſearch ; 
in the garrat or upper flory of his houſe, I found a funnel and a 
pan, with a quantity of mixed metal that had been melted, and a 
quantity of droſs, the remains of a larger parcel ; this was indiſput- 
able evidence that he had carried on the trade in his own houſe; 1 
then aſked the conſtables, how they came to ſuffer ſuch evident 
proofs to paſs unnoticed, and whether they had ſearched a cloſet I 
obſerved joined the. room, they anſwered in the affirmative, however 
I determined to re-ſearch every apartment, in order if poſlible, to 
diſcover the dy-s, &c. upon examining the cloſet, I obſerved a 
china punch bowl and ſome baſons turned down upon ſhelves, up- 
on lifting them up, I diſcovered a compleat ſet of crucibles which 
were concealed under, and had been made uſe of for the melting 
of metal; upon ſeeing of which, his wife, poor woman, who had 
been warchibs my proceedings, immediately fainted away, which 
totally diſarmed me, and 1 leſt the houſe without proceeding any 
further; at the ſame time, I was ſatisfied ſhe was well acquainted 
with her huſbands proceedings, and knew the conſequence of hav- 
ing ſuch inſtruments found in their keeping, ſor until ſhe ſaw me 
take the crucibles from under the bowl, ſhe attended ſeemingly un- 

"= concerned; 
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concerned; the unhappy circumſtances ſhe was undur, and the 
certainty of her huſband's conviction, affected my ſpirits too much 
to examine any further that night for the dyes and preſs: The next 
morning I ſent to Bedworth, diltant ſix miles from Coventry, where 
Lee and his family lived; upon ſearching the out-houſes, the coin- 
ing-preſs was found concealed in a hay-mow, or ſome out building, 
but Lee, for want of conduct and caution, made his eſcape: Likewiſe 
I got poſſeſſion of the flatting- mill, with which they flatted their 
metal into barrs, either to anſwer the ſize of ſixpences, ſhillings, &c. 
The 6th of June, Lightowller was moved to Lancaſter in order to 
take his trial, upon the bill of indiament found againſt him at the 
laſt aſſizes, as is mentioned in Mr. Chamberlayne's information. 

I directly ſent to Mr. Chamberlayne an account of my fucceſs 
and proceedings, with a warrant againſt Henry Lightowller, and 
iſſued warrants for the apprehending the reſt of the confederates, 
viz. David Lee of Bedworth, Dumbleton of Banbury, Jones of 
Stone, Callan, a Scotch pedlar, Clark of Seerhole, and Robert 
Hudſon; all of which in a few days, except the two laſt, were taken 
and brought before me, and upon evidence proving them accom- 
plices in the city of Coventry, I committed them to take their tri— 
als for their reſpective offences; for my further proceedings, until 
the time of the aſſizes, I refer my readers to the letters & and ex- 
aminations that hereafter follow, excepting the ſurrender of Lee, 
which 


SIR, London 10th. June, 1786. 

T am much concern'd you have miſled Lee, you will find by my laſt, that I have taken care 
of Henry Lightowller, I intended ſending after Dumbleton ſo ſoon as I had his Chriſtian Name, 
as to Jones of Stone, 1 hope you will take care of him. I am Sir, 

your mol} obedient ſervant. 
WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE. 
SIR, i 

Incloſed you receive H. Lightowller's information, and alſo the letter. The principal of- 
ficers of the mint are much obliged to you for your great zcal and vigilance, in theſe affairs. 
I have no warrant againſt Lightowllers. I mult beg of you at your leiſure, to ſend me copies 
of all the ;fforandiions that have been taken in thele affairs. I am, Sir, 

'. Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
London, 17th June, 1756. | | WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE. 


The incloſed letter is the neareſt your deſcription, I never had one ſigned only with ini- 
tial letters, | 
The 
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which was as followeth : Between two and three o'clock in the 
morning, a few days before the aſſizes, I was ſurprized by a great 
knocking at my door, calling up my ſervant, upon his opening the 

| 1 door 


$.1R; The King againſt Joſeph Lee. 

YOU have hereby notige, to produce at the aſſizes, to be held in the city of Coventry, in 
the county of the ſame city, on Wedneſday, the eighteenth day of Augufl, inſtant; a certain 
2aper. writing, or deed, purporting to be a bill of ſale from one Thomas Lightowller to Jona- 
than Tilley, the ſame being lately in your cuſtody, and intended to be made uſe of at the 
ſaid aſhzes, on the part of the defendant. Dated the ſeventeenth day of Auguſt, 1756. 


SIR, 


I am glad Lee is in cuſtody, why he ſurrendered T cannot imagine, unleſs by way of defence, 


he intends to ſhew that the coining preſs ſound in his houſe, was the property of Thomas 
Lightowller, and taken under the bill of fale to him. Henry Lightewller is a poſitive evi- 
dence againſt him. but then it is to be conſidered, that in the eye of the law he is an accom- 
plice, which makes circumſtantial evidence from the perſons neceſlary. in order to corrobo- 
rate his teſtimony, which I hope you have got. I intend being at Coventry, at leaſt, two 
days before the allizes, in order to conſult you, and have your atſtance in ſettling the buſt- 
nels, I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
London, 20th July, 1736. WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE., 


Pleaſe to direct. To John Jeffrey's Eſq; 


Member of Parliament at 


Mr. Chamberlayne's in To John Hewitt, Eſq; 
Gough Square, London. Mayor of Coventry. 
SIR, | Lancaſter, Auguſt 3, 1756. 


Since my laſt, I have more fully recollected the Callan you bave taken up, his name is 
Samuel, if the right perſon he hath had ſpecie at ſeparate times, and the monies return'd was 
given to John Tilley, which both T and my brother Henry can make appear; but whether or 
no they parted with it, that I cannot tell, but I ſuppoſe they did not keep it; and 'tis not 
treaſon without they paid it again; however, they doubtleſs converted it to ſome uſe: As to 
Jones of Stone, I really know him not, this aforeſaid Samuel Callan, had a partner, one Gor- 
don, whoſe Chriſtian name I forgot, neither do I know where he lives, they having parted 
ſome time lince. I ſhould be glad if you could get intelligence of my brother Henry, if he 
knows him, or whether he ever ſaw him with Samuel Callan; I abſolutely did not think of this 
perſon when I was laſt with you. I cannot be of any further ſervice, as I kuow of, until I 
am called on, which I earneſtly beg may be next aſſizes, and if you pleaſe to importune the 
ſolicitor. or who you think moſt proper. becauſe there will be time enough to be at Coventry 
and back here before theſe aſſizes, though I am under inditment here, yet as that affair in 


Coventry has no conuection with this, and my brother's evidence alone, in ſome caſes, will 


not be ſufficient. I ſhould be glad there was an end of it, otherwiſe I mult, I doubt, tarry all 
winter here; if I get well over this affair, which I hope will be ſo: I am much obliged that 
you have laid the propoſals before proper perſons, which I exped may have a good effect. and 


{ball rely upon your promiſe, which I have not the lealt reaſon to call in queſtion; and - you 
| | ayour 
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door, Lee with ſome other perſon made their appearange, when Lee 
ſaid, he was come to ſurrender himſelf, and deſired he would immedi- 
ately acquaint me with it; I was ſurprized at his coming at ſo impro- 

r and unſeaſonable a time, I immediately ordered my ſervant to 
call up a conſtable, and that Lee ſhould remain under his care un- 
til day-light ; this was done, but upon finding himlelf diſappointed 
in his intentions, he pulled out a loaded piſtol and fired it in the 
air; with what views he ſurrendered I never underftood, otherwiſe 
than owing to the advice of a Mr. Caterof Sowe, who was looked upon 
as a knowing man in the law bulinels, and to whom the country 
people frequently applied and relied upon; in the caſe of Lee, their 
could not be the leaſt hopes, the coining preſs, &c. found in his cuſ- 
| tody, was ſure to convict him, and he could not expect to be ad- 
mitted an evidence, as none was wanting. 

Henry Lightowller had great merit, it appeared he left his bro- 
ther to avoid the fate he expected if he continued with him, his let- 
ter is the ſtrongeſt proof of his honeſt intentions. The ſame may 
be ſaid with reſpect to Charles Higginſon, a very ſober youth, who 
was betrayed into the belief of getting a guinea a day, without know- 


ing the conſequences ; but Lee had in conjunction with Tilley, 
brought 


ſavour me with a line of your opinion, in regard to my coming or notupto Coventry ſhortly, 


will much oblige, Your moſt obedient and humble fervant, 
. THO. LIGHTOWLLER. 


Any one may be ſenſible, bad 1 complied with Tilley and Lee's demands, I ſhould not have 
ſuſſered myſelf to have been ſo much diſtreſſed by them. "ap 


To John Hewit, Eſq; 
Mayor in Coventry. Theſe 


SIR, Lancaſter Caftle, Anguſt 10. 1736. 

AS nothing can give me a more convincing proof of your humane diſcretion, ſo I repoſe 
the greateſt truſt in your knowledge, in regard to your laſt to me; I have dealt upen terms 
of truth, and honour, I imagine by this you find it ſo, and rely upon your promiſe, which I 
hope will not go unrewarded. if life permit: Lee you are ſenſible, is a perſon who always 
hath lived upon the ſpoil, and ruin of others, in obſcene practices, not in regard to his pre- 
ſent charge. but in others, methods in regard to the filk manufacttory, which, I believe, is 
ſufficiently known by ſeveral in Coventry; and when I can be of no longer ſervice to my 
country, then wil! ſubmit to fate, till when I remain, your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 

| T. LIGHTOWLLEX. 
Sir, a line will much oblige To John Hewitt, Eſq; | 
your humble ſervant. Mayor in Coventry. 
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brought Lightowller to Coventry, had ſupported him, and very art- 
fully obtained a bill of ſale for their ſecurity, as well as for money 
lent, as a pretence or excuſe for having in their keeping, tools they 
knew the uſe and conſequences of. Lee's coming to me at ſo un- 
uſual a time, ſhew'd he meant firſt to try me whether I would admit 
him an evidence, and in caſe of refuſal, to force a retreat by dint 
of arms, of which the loaded piſtol was a ſufficient proof; I there- 
fore after a very ſhort examination, committed him to take his 
trial as an accomplice with Thomas Lightowller and Tilley; 
the laſt man had always been noticed for his ſkill in mixing metals, 
but being a man otherwiſe of a fair characer, his conduct paſſed 
unnoticed during his connections with Thomas Lightowller. Lee 
was juſt the contrary, his father a man whoſe character was gene- 
rally ſuſpeted, and who was frequently called forth to vindicate 
his conduct and concerns amongſt the manufaQuurers. ] 

I muſt carry my readers back to the commitment of Tilley ; hav- 
ing ſecured the coining preſs, &c. I met Mr. Wyrley agreeable to an 
appointment by him, and requeſted by me; he backed my warrants, 
but at the ſame time expreſſed his wiſhes to me, that I would not 
be too forward in expences, leaſt | ſhould meet with the diſappoint+ 
ment he had done with reſpect to the due attendance, upon my pro- 
ceedings as well as the repayment of my expences. I ſent in pur- 
ſuit of Callan, a travelling pedlar, who after a few days was appre- 
hended, and committed by me to the goal of this city; on the 15th 
of June, Thomas Jones * was apprehended. at Stone in Staffordſhire, 


City of Covenray } Thomas Jones upon oath ſaith, That about three years fince, this in- 
To wit. | formant was at the houſe of one Dewſby, a filver-ſmith or jeweller. 
ſacing the Old Croſs in Birmingham; having a ſleeve-buttgn from one Mr. Codwins; of 
Stone in Staffordſhire, that was wanting a flone to be ſet in it, which this informant took 10 
the ſaid Dewlby, that he was taken into a room by the ſaid Dewsby in which there was ſe- 
veral perſons drinking; that he took the button, and after having put in the lone. told this 
informant, that as it was ſor bim, he would take nothing for it: This informant ſaith, that 
he bath been in the ſaid Dewsby's work-{hop ſeveral times, and being ſhewn a fly belonging to 
a coining preſs, or ſtamp for money. which was taken from the houle of Joſeph Lee, of Bed- 
worth, aud now in my cuſtody, faith, That he remembers ſeeing one of the ſame kind in the 
laid Dewsby's ſhop, and which fly he has ſeen the ſaid Dewsby turn about, and to the beR of 
his knowledge the ſaid fly had two leaden weights hanging at each end. 1 
Sworn, June 15th, 1756. | THOMAS JONES, - 

J. HEWITT, Mayor. | his X- mark. 
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and Dumbleton at Banbury: Charles Higginſon * was taken up 
and examined at the ſame time, who made the tenth cf the gang ; 
ſeven ſecured in Coventry goal, and three in London; the whole 
number amounted to between twenty and thirty that were con- 
cerned in the mint at Coventry, as appears by letters, all of whom 
had learned the art to do buſineſs in the abſence of Thomas Ligh- 
towller ; who beſides this company, he was at the head of others in 
different parts of the kingdom, which were diſcovered and diſperſed. 
Ihe reaſon why I did not commit Charles Higginſon was, I con- 
ſidered him as a proper perſon to make an evidence of, though I 
did not acquaint him until the day of the aſſize with my inten- 
tions. 

Having ſome reaſon to complain of neglect, agreeable to Mr. 
Wyrley's account, I wrote a peremptory letter to the ſolicitor, that 
as I had taken ſo much pains, and had been at ſo conſiderable ex- 
pence, if I found him wanting in his duty, 1 ſhould write to the 
{ſecretary of ſtate for aſſiſtance in the carrying on the proſecution ; 
upon which 1 received the letter dated the 8th of June: Matters 
reſted until the near approach of the aſſizes; thinking the trying 
theſe perſons would require an extra day, I ſtated the matter to the 


County of the City | The information of Charles Higginſon, of the city of Coventry, 


of Coventry to wit. 6 baker, taken this eighteenth day of Auguſt, 1756, before me John 
Hewitt, mayor of the ſaid city: Who being upon oath faith. That in the months of June or 
July. 1754. he this informant, worked with Thomas Lightowller, of the city of Coventry, 
engine turner, as his articled ſervant, and to learn the buſineſs of engine turning; and that dur- 
ing chat time he has ſeen Jonathan Tilley, of the city of Coventry, glazier, and the ſaid Tho- 
mas Lightowller, coining ſhillings with the preſs now in my cuſtody. That Joſeph Lee, late of 
Bed worth, ribband weaver, has often come to this informaut's maſter, the ſaid Thomas Ligh- 
towller. two or three times a week, and once brought a ſilver tankard, which was aſter— 
wards cut to pieces and melted down by the ſaid Thomas Lightowller, with copper, and run it 
- into flat barrs, and drawn through the draw-bench to about the thickneſs of a ſhilling, which 
he then pretended was to make into buttons, but this informant never ſaw any buttons made, 
but has feen the ſame things made into ſhillings. And this informant has ſeen Thomas Dum- 
bleton at the ſaid Thomas Lightowller's houſe, aſking if he was fluſh of money, and this infor- 
mant hath carried a parcel to the ſaid Dumblcton's, which he believes to be ſome of the coun- 
terfeit money. | | 24 

Sworn before J. HEWITT, CHARLES HIGGINSON. 

Mayor, Aug. 18th, 1756. | T 3 
judges. 
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Judges. * See the anſwer, 29th June. The day before the allizes 
the ſolicitor came down to attend them, when to my great ſurprize, 
he had not retained one council for the king; ſaid he was diſap- 

pointed, and relied on Mr. Serjeant Willes, though he had been 

gone to Ireland ſeveral months before, as Lord chief Baron: I in- 

ſifted upon his ſending an expreſs: to Northampton, where the judge 

and coucil then were, and to Mr. Gueſt, who with Mr. Taylor White, E 

were the only council at liberty; the others, the priſoner's attorney 

had retained in their behalf, by whoſe great attention they all hop- 

ed to eſcape, relying upon Ihomas Lightowller being the only evi- _ 
dence againſt them. I found every ſtratagem not to undeceive them 
| | | in 


* 


SIR, | London, 2gth June, 1756. 
Lord C. J. Willes goes the Midland circuit, I have attended him to get a day longer at 
Coventry, but have not been able to ſpeak to him ; however, I have laid your letter before 
him and will acquaint you with his reſolution. I have ordered H. Lightowller a weekly al- 
lowance, to keep him above want. If you can, it would be highly proper, to get againſt the 


trials, one or two of the counterfeit ſhillings. I am. Sir, - 
Pleaſe for the future, to dired 10 Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 
John Jeffreys Efq; Member ot Parliament, WILLIAM CHAMBERLAYNE., 


at Mr. Chamberjayne's, in Gough Square, London. 


Covintey The Examination of John Gilbert, of the pariſh of St. Michael's, within the 
To wit. city of Coventry atorelaid. ſaleſman, taken upon oath this 14th day of Au- 
guſt. 1756, before me, John Hewitt, Mayor of the ſaid city. : 

Who being upon oath ſaith, That about ſeven or eight months ago, he being employed 
to ſell the. goods of Samuel Welton, brazier, of the city aforeſaid; and that David Lee of 
Bedworth. in the county of Warwick, broker, and two of his ſons, attended the ſaid ſale; and 
one of whom having bought a ſaucepan, offered two ſhillings for the payment thereof, which 
this informant believing to be bad, applicd to one Mr. Cratern for his opinion, who pro- 
nouncing them bad, the ſame was returned to the ſaid Lee's ſon ; and this informant further 


ſaith not. | | 28 
Swond at the ſaid city, the day and year above | JOHN GILBERT. 14 
written, before me, J. HEWITT, Mayor. | ö 


The diſpoſition of the Money. 


. 6 
John Spell — F | 
Samuel Brown - 2 0 o John Spell - Tilley. | Jonathan Bailey Lee. 
Henry Lightowller 7 10 o | 1 Bailey do. Thomas Daws do. 
Charles Higginſon - 1 0 o Tilley's 4 Thomas Daws do. Francis Moore do. 
William Pentlow - 7 10 o Samuel Brown do. Hanſell. 
onathan Bailey - x 0 J | ohnſon, Charles Wainwright. 
homas Downs - 1. o o ackſon. 
7 
6 | 
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in that particular neceſſity. though I never thought, of making 
Thomas Lightowller an evidence, expecting that he would certainly 
be convicted at Lancaſter, and if ſo, muſt ſurely ſuffer, who had 
been the firſt cauſe of ſuch infinite injury to this country, and as 
the ſame evidence would appear to prove him coining, upon what 
 Healys had been convicted for being the ſtanders-by, only as his 
pupils. | | | 

Henry Lightowller was brought down by the keeper of new pri- 
ſon directly to my houſe with his fetters on, as evidence for the 
crown (he ſhould have come at perfect liberty ;) to prevent his hav- 
ing any converſation with the priſoners, I ſent him to a private 
room, previous to which, I and the ſolicitor got off his fetters in my 
cellar, ſo that the plan of our proceedings principally remained a 
ſecret with myſelf. The briefs not being ſettled, had not been 
delivered to council; conſidering the ſtrength of council againſt us, 
and the ſhort time to be prepared to try all the priſoners, I thought 
it moſt adviſable to try only two, and put off the trials of the 
others till the next aſlize. | 

Lord Chief Baron Smythe came to town the next day, before 
whom the aſſizes was to be held; Tilley and Lee were put to the 
bar, and had their choice of being tried jointly or ſeparately, they 
both choſe the former: They were indicted for coining, and for 
having coining tools in their poſſeſſion, which were proved againſt 
them by indiſputable evidence, and upon which they were found 
guilty. Tilley's behaviour was both inſolent and abuſive to me and 
the court, which did him great hurt in the opinion of the people, as 
well as determined the judge with reſpect to their fate, and he left 
them without any hopes of a reprieve. Ihe public ſervice I did 
the country upon this occaſion, as it hath, upon almoſt every other 
act of public ſervice, created ſome irreconcilable enemies, though 
moſt unjuſtly and ungratefully ſo, becauſe the unhappy man Tilley 
was In their debt, and upon a pardon, engaged to pay. See an 
anonymous letter.* 


RY r 


S IR, ; * Friday, 27th Auguſt, 1756. 
YOUR worſhip's conduct as a magiſtrate appears to me worthy of encominms, permit me 


nevertheleſs, who haye no other motive than what flows [rom pure compaſſion, to be an 
3 advocate 


Callan, Dumbleton, and Jones, remained to the next aſſizes. 
Henry Lightgwller, and Charles Higginſon were diſcharged. Tho- 


mas Lightowller took his trial at Lancaſter, and to the ſurprize of 


all the country, was acquitted. I doubt not the hiſtory of this man, 
as far as I can give it, will be very acceptable to my readers, as 
well as entertaining: A detainer was lodged againſt him at Lan- 
caſter, in order for his removal to take his trial at Coventry ; he 


— 


advocate for the diſtreſſed for the diflreſſed ſituation of the wives and children of the un- 
happy priſoners under ſentence of death! — a ſentence however juſt, calls for the pity of 
the generous and humane, let that pity, the bright inhabitant of the human breaſt, plead 
in their behalf, and, in the imitation of our Saviour's divine example, of overcoming evil 
with good; let Tilley's treatment of your worſhip be an occaſion of diſplaying your heroiſm, 
by more than forgiving it (ſuppoſing it other than the effect of liquor, which can hardiy 
admit) by uſing your endeavours, that after judgment, mercy; (that bright attribute of the 
Deity) may be remembered: I don't mean by wholly remitting the ſentence, but by miti- 
gating the ſeverity of it, by getting it exchanged for tranſportation or otherwiſe, which is 
thought by ſome judicious perſons, might be effected by your hand to a petition, and that 


of the body corporate, or the members, Mr. Greatheed, and Mr. Grove; but the manner 
of it (as well as the matter) is ſubmitted to the ſuperior judgment of your worſhip, and their 


worſhips your brethren. Perhaps you'll ſay that lenity to individuals is cruelty to multitudes ; 
in ſome caſes it is ſo, and Iam far from extenuating the ciime of coining, but bad as it is 
in its nature, and though the law has made it high treaſon, it is not the worſt ſpecies of it, it 
neither conſpires againſt the life of bis majeſty, nor intentionally any of his ſubjects; and 
I ſubmit it. with due difference, to the Jaws I live under (for which I give the greatelt reve- 
rence) whether it ſhould gave the fame punilhment; and here I muſt beg pardon for the 
ſeeming boldneſs of my animadverſions, which nothing would have occaſioned but my con- 
cern for the unhappy delinquents, a concern in which I am joined by many, whoſe feel- 
ing hearts bleed for the diſtreſſes bringing upon themſelves (the priſoners) and families. If 
they bad not been men of good characters before their engaging in this unjuſtifiable and per- 
nicious practice, unhappy for em, (which properly repreſented to his majeſty would ſurely, 
from his known clemency. have weight:) I ſhould not have taken up my pen in their behalf, 
and though they might have known there was a law which made it a capital crime, it's pof- 
ſible they might not apprehend the injury it might be of to the public, but thought it (their 
money) would paſs current; and this I even think probable from their general good cha- 
rater, and it no way contradidts what appeared on their trial, with regard to trading in it. 
Some puniſhment for example ſake to be ſure is due: Quere, whether they might not, if 
other than death, become uſeful members of ſociety. I mult not omit a circumſtance, I think 


in Tilley's favour, and that is Ann Johnſon, his ſervant, (the truth of which may be known, 
by enquiry of her father Thomas Johnſon, who works with Mr. Craner the currier) made a 


miſtake in ſaying. that the maſs which came out of the copper, or furnace, was like z lump 
of lead, and the confuſion and hurty ſhe was in, hindered her from clearing it up before the 


court; ſhe meant to ſay what it really was, a lump of braſs. I am, Sir, 15 
Your worſhip's moſt re ſpectful and obedient ſervant. 
ANONYMOUS. 


O 1 remained 
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remained at Lancaſter during the winter, and was then removed. 
Lee and Tilley ſuffered purſuant to their ſentence. , 

Before the next aſſize I waited on the ſollicitor of the mint, in 
order to have the briefs ſor council prepared, and council retained; 
the ſollicitor aſſured me nothing ſhould be wanting, and propoſed 
our going down together, but to my furprize ſet out before me; 
when I as ſpeedily as poſllible ſet out polt after him, and ar- 
rived in Coventry as the judge was going to court, to open his 
commiſſion: I followed immediately, but to my great aſtoniſhment, 
the ſollicitor and council were admitting to bail, and diſcharging all 
the prifoners without giving me an opportunity to ſpeak upon the 
ſubject; without my ever receiving or knowing to this day, the leaſt 
pretence for ſo doing: The conſequences I then foretold would be 
fatal to numbers, and injurious to the public in general. From the 
account I have publiſhed of his life almoſt from his birth, fully 
evince that it was not in his power to refrain, or reform. The 
executing four of his pupils for being taught by him, his treaſonable 
trade, and the chief offender to ecſape with impunity, diſcouraged 
me from proceeding any further, and the buſineſs ended, as Mr. 
 Wyrley prognoſticated. I never heard of Lightowller, until the 

year 176g, being at Sheffield upon an enquiry after the retreat of 
that numerous confederacy, the Coventry gang, and engaged with 
one of the juſtices on that buſineſs; I was very ſuddenly called up- 
on by the drawer by my name, that a gentleman wanted to ſpeak to 
me; I was a little ſurprized, as well as diſpleaſed, to hear my name 
mentioned, as I had given a ſtrict charge to the perſon I took with 
me, and who was at his own ſriend's houſe, not to mention my 
being i in town, and was more ſurprized to be ſhewn into a par- 
lour to Mr. Lightowller, whom I had not ſeen nor heard of for ſo 
long a time : I immediately expreſſed my hopes that he had made a 
proper uſe of the lenity he had met with at Coventry; to which he 
immediately replied, that the buſineſs he came to me upon, was to 
convince me he had done ſo, and was determined never to follow 
the coining trade any more; to convince me of which, he gave me 


a letter he had received from Coventry, requeſting him to ſend a 
| pair 
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pair of dyes for the coining of 38 gd. pieces, that he had refuſed to 
do it; the perſon was a Baker, and was after unfortunately ſhot in 
St. George's Fields. I took my leave of him, and wiſhed him to 
continue in the ſame mind; but in the year when that large 
body of coiners were diſcovered in Yorkſhire, at which time Stell, 
who was convicted and fuffered was taken up: Previous to my hear- 
ing of thoſe matters, between the hours of ten and eleven at night, 
was ſurprized at a violent wrapping at my door, upon opening, Mr. 
Lightowller preſented himſelf, upon my demanding his buſinels at 
ſo late an hour, he ſaid he wanted ſome papers that remained in 
my hands; I told him if it was poſſible to look them up, it could 
not be at ſo late an hour, or of two or three days ſearch, among 
papers filed ſo many years back, if they were in being ; that I was 
then going to bed and could not ſay any thing more, that he might 
call in the morning; he then urged me to give him the hearing, 
and ſaid he had it in his power to make the greateſt diſcovery I ever 
had laid before me; I defired to be excuſed, and told him I had 
not been paid the expences I was at upon the mint account before, 
and would have nothing more to do with him or his diſcoveries; up- 
on which heretired. In a few days after, in a letter from Yorkſhire, 
I received an account of his flight from thence, and ſeveral of his 
accomplices being in cuſtody, particularly Stell of Keighly, who 
was afterwards convicted and executed at York ; the hue and 
cry came too late, to prevent Mr. Lightoveller's eſcape out of the 
kingdom. 3 
The laſt account I received of him was, that he lived at Vienna, 

and was employed by the Empereſs Queen, had a fallery of two or 
three hundred pounds per annum; and his daughter married to a 
perſon employed by that court. She came to Coventry about fx 
years ſince, for the benefit of her native air, being in a bad ſtate of 
health. : s | 

Thus aſter the great injury ſociety in general received, did this 
great offender efcape with impunity, and carry with him varicty of 
arts for the beneiit of a foreign country, and to the prejudice of 
Great Britain, which might have been prevented, if in the year 1736, 
h 
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he had been confined and employed in the mint, ſent to the Eaft- 
Indies, or ſettlements in Africa. | ; 

The dyes, &c. were allowed by the officers of the mint, when pro- 
duced at Coventry, as neatly finiſhed with an apparatus, equally 
complete as any in the tower, 


CiDESPDIDIDIDISID4{DSDISISDEDHSDIDSDEDSD 


Directions concerning the Allum Houſe. 


＋ HE boiling pans of lead, 8 fect long five broad, and two feet 
and a half deep, or there abouts ; the loweſt price for calling 
and making up the work, in all an inch thick quite through the 
work ; two ſettlers the ſame with the pans. 

The pits four, to be flagged, each g yards long 5 wide and a yard 
deep at the deep-end, and 30 inches at the ſhallow end; the working 
ol a pit of this proportion will require 6 men, the work will amount 
to 68 feet every ſquare yard which is the loweſt rate that can be. 
The rates of the rubilh, if earth two-pence per yard, if rock four- 
pence. Iron for the pan according to this proportion for the pans 
to be ſet on 6 plates to every pan, all of b will contain 18C. wt. the 
iron muſt be caſt iron according to the uſual rate 81. per ton; every 
plate ; feet long 18 inches broad and 1 inch thick, iron ſquare and 
flat for the pans in fire to be ſet on, for every pan gC. wt. about 
24 ſhillings the hundred. The rate for the boiler or allum maker 
- gol. per year, the mine burner the ſame. The rate for kilp 30 ſhil- 
lings the ton, this is the higheſt; the kilp men agree with the lord of 
the ſoil. for the kilp, and the lord of the mine carries it to the mine 
rom the place where it is burned. The rate for urine is 1d. for four 
gallons being one fir kin, four of which make an horſe load ; the 
lord of the mine is to be at the coſt of bringing it to the mine and 
olf the firkins. There mult be two mother ciſterns and one waſhing 
ciltern in the old houſe. 40 Yards of planks 2 inch thick and g 
broad of the coarſeſt wood ſawn ; the length of the houſe 15 yards 
6 wide, ne length of the ſparrs 4 Fn 


Charges 
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*DIRECTIONS concerning the ALLUM HOUSE. 


Charges of making one Ton of Allum. 


0 


„ 1 d. 
Kilp and Urine — 3 o smith, Cooper, Mine burner . > 
80 Load of Coals 2 6 o Allum-maker and Clerks 
Rock Rubbiſh - - 1 0 10 Plates and Iron 0 7 6 
Cord-wood - - - o 6. o Planks and Boards - - o 3 0 
Pumping and r o 10 4 Caſting Pans, cutting down "to 3 
Houſe Men - - - o 6 6 and Repairs - - - 


At the firſt filling up your pans put in 15 tons of mother, and 5 
tons of green liquuor, boil down your pan 3 tons, then give her 3 


tons more of green liquor; it your liquor 8dwt. then 4 times taking 


up will ſhew if it be heavier leſs taking, if ſhe be lighter more taking, 
then take aſſay of her, and if ſhe be g6dwt. then draw her, if ſhe ex- 
ceeds that, ſhe's boiled too groſs; provided that ſhe hath 8 ton of 
kilp lees; before you draw, let her ſtand 3 hours in your, ſetlers, 
then draw her, and as ſhe runs off take aſſay, one at the top, ano- 
ther at the middle, and if ſhe's 29dwrt. at the middle, and 28dwt. at 
the top, you muſt give Her an inch of urine, if ſhe be 2 8dwt. in the 
middle, give hcr but half an inch. 

Ordinary liquor is 28dwt. kilp lees 3dwt. urine 2a. or 2 and a 
half, green liquor 8dwt. 

For the roaching, take it out of the benne, ad put it into the 
roaching pan, and as ſoon as you diſcern it to boil, draw your fire, 
and ſoap your allum into your tuns 

N. B. You may ſet betwixt 28 and 34dwit. in cold weather, and at 
36dwt. in warm weather. 


Every pit of liquor muſt ſtand 24 hours, then draw all off, being 


weakeſt, called liquor; then come on with your 2dwt. liquor, which 
1s to continue 24 hours more, then draw off: after that comes your 
beſt 2dwt, liquor, and pump her into a dry mine bed, and let her 
ſtand 24 hours, and then draw her off; this is the liquor that ought 
to be full 8dwt. what is over and above ſhews the richneſs of the 
mine. 
N. B. Every cooler full of mothers fill a pan, 
p | 
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Propoſals and Plan of the File Manufactory. 


S there is always a demand for both foreign and domeſtic (and 
that in large quantities) which by getting up in ſo expeditious 


a manner, and to as great perfection as is performed by hand, will 


enable a company to tell a halfpenny per pound leſs than the file- 
cutters can, and by that means the merchant will ſooner deal, allow-- 
ing common diſcount for ready money, which is five per cent; and 
if the goods be ſold under price, and half a years credit, there is no 
obligation of diſcount, but if they ſhould require diſcount,then the 
goods ought to be fold wat the price as others do; if one is obliged 
to allow more diſcount than others do, then a company that can 
bear ſtock will have the trade, which if intereſt can be made to the 
members of parliament for”the city, in order for a patent, which 
there is no fear of obtaining, it will be as fine a manufactory as any 


in England, and of great ſervice to your city, becaule it will employ 


a number of hands when completed. I purpoſe the machine to con- 
{iſt of 8 blocks and hammers with their furniture, allowing two ham- 
mers to one ſort of work, which I intend to get up only four ſorts, 
that is to fay, coarle files from 12 lb. wt. to half a Ib. wt. coarſe baſ- 
tard, fine baſtard, and ſmooths, being the chief ſorts that are com- 


monly uſed; theſe hammers, one with another, will perform 13000 


blows per minute, when all at work, every two hammers will tiniſh 
in the coarle way 500 weight per day, in the coarſe baſtard, goo do. 
fine baſtard, 230 lb wt. per day, and ſmooths 130 lb. per day, which 
in all will be 1 2 wt. per day, allowing one man to each hammer: 
There will be a grinding mill wanted to grind the files at; the water 


works will not ſerve for both uſes, the cutting part will not at all 


damage the water works, becauſe it requires but ſmall force, ſo that 
if they are not diſpoſed of, that building which is now vacant will 
anſwer the end very well. I have underneath calculated the dail 
expence, but firſt that of compleating the works, and of the con- 
ſumption of coals, and ſteel per 1 0 and firſt the hammers with 7 
their machinery. 48 


For 


[ 39 J 


For the cutting Mill. EEE 
I find 8 hammers will coft gol. each = - 9% & © 
A complete ſet of tools for the ſmith's forge - 30 0 0 
Three ton of iron flat and ſquare, at 161. per ton 48 0 o 
Half a ton of ſteel, at 241. per ton - - - 11 8 
Timber that will be wanted - - * 20 0 0 


There will be ſome ſtone wanted, but I cannot tell . 420 0 
much, becauſe I do not know the dimentions of the place.” FP 


A grinding mill if a building isalready erected, __ 
ſtones and timber will coſt - - 

There will be required where the 3 are „ ? 
. 350 firemen each fireman muſt have a hearth, anvil, bel- 180 0 o 


140 700 


lows, hammers, and ſwages at 61. per ſet - 
3. 4. 8 | & 8.34 
30 Forgers at 3 o per day each. Smith's men 1 4 per day each. 
30 Strikers at 3 © Chiſſel men 18 
10 Grinders at 2 6 Carpenter 18 
S Hammer men3 o — Man oY 95 
- Smith =. 6 o | — blocks 


12 C. 1b wt. ſteel at 11. 4s. od. per C. 2 tom of coals at 64. per C. 


Ware and tare 20s. 4 
1 propoſe the machine to conſiſt of 8 hammers with their blocks 
for cutting files upon, each block with its furniture (as near as I can 


poſſibly calculate) will not coſt 40l. the hammer belonging to the 


blocks I can make each one to ſtrike 3000 blows per minute, and I 
find by that (a man and boy to each hammer) will finiſh of thelarg- 
eſt files called rubbers, and long flats, 300 wt. per day when all is 
in order, which. files are ſold at 5d. per lb; the loweſt price. 


Bp 1 
Coarſe baſtard files are fold at - 4 : 6 per 1b. 
Fine baſtard do. at g 8 - - oO 0 8 ——— 


Smooths large and fmall in the common way o 0 10 
T propoſe the machine to cut of coarſe baſtard goo wt per day, of 


hne baſtard do. 230 per day, and Imooth 130. Blows. | we. of files, 
4000 300 
300C. 300 C. 2300. 1300. | 300 
250 
all tiles 1 in the common way zd. per oz. gon 150 


150 0 1200 
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18lb. to a groſs of 1d. files at 28. 6d: 
27 to do. — 2 do.————-at 2 6 per groſs forging. 
36 to do.—— 2 + do. at 2 6 per do. Striker to this 
3 do. - at 3 o do. RES 
72 to do.—— 4 do. —— at 4 o per do. 
go to do — 3 do. d per do. 
108 to do. 6 do. at 6 o per do. 
176 to do. 7 do. ———at 7 o per do. 
194 to do. 8 do- —at 8 o per do. 


6. d. 0 T7 
8 hammers at1 Ge a3 13 4 For the cutting mill. 
2 ſpare hands1 4 do. o 2 88 Hammers 4ol. each. 
the ſmith 4 0 do. 1 4 o[A ſet of ſmith's tools gol. - 
3o men 3 0 do. 4 10 01g Tons of iron at 16]. per ton. 
30 Strikers 3 O do. 4 10 O Half a ton of Steel at 241. per ton 
Grinders Timber 20l. 
Coals Grinding milſtones, timber 1401. 
Steel 1200. at 18. 4d.prC.14 8 0o[golets tools for the file forger 180]. 
Daily Expence. | 3 
go Fire men with their ſtrikers at 28. od. per day each 9 o o 
10 Grinders of the files — — at 2 6 do. —— 1 3 8 
8 Hammer men ware files at 3 © do. 1 4 0 
Smith — ————at6b o do. — — 0 6 o 
Smith's man at 1 4 do. | - 1 
A man to grind the chiſſels for the cutters at 1s. 84. do. 0 10 0 
Carpenter — e 
A man to make lead blocks for the cutters x O do. o 1 0 
12C. Ib. wt. ſteel at 11. 4s. od. per C. = £2 0-6 
Coals for 30 forgers 2 ton per day at 10s. per ton —— 1 © 0 
Ware and tare of the mills and tools of all forts 8 
| #7 17 - © 
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For all fizes above theſe are fold at 8d. per lb. 
Such as large rubbers a man at 7d. 6d. and zd. per lb. 
The Works to finiſh 1081. per Day of Work. 


I find that the works will finiſh 12 C. Ib. wt. of files per}. 
day, whichwhen at market will bring 1081. this is as near as 
Ican collect from the prices of the different kinds of work 108 o © 
that muſt be done, excluſive of carriage from the grind- | 
ing mill to the cutting mill, and ſome other ſmall trifles. } 


dl 10 7 


The following ABSTRACTS, being of a later Date than thoſe 


at the Beginning of this NI I have placed them here 


by Way of Appendix. To which is added, A Copy of an 


Indictment for the putting off counterfeit Coin. 


Y the 14th G. 3. c. 92. no other weight than ſuch as ſhall be ſtamped 
or marked by the officer appointed by his Majeſty for that purpoſe, ſhall 
be ſufficient in law for determining the weight of the gold and filver coin; 
and if any perſon ſhall counterfeit ſuch ſtamp or mark, or knowingly ſell any 
weight with the impreſſion of ſuch counterfeit ſtamp thereon ; or ſhall wil- 
fully increaſe or diminiſh any ſuch weight, after it has been ſo ſtamped or 


marked; or uſe any ſuch weight, in weighing the gold and filyer coin of this 


realm, knowing the ſame to be ſo increaſed or diminiſhed ; he ſhall, on convic- 


tion before two juſtices, forfeit any ſum not exceeding 501. half to the King, 
and half to him that ſhall inform or ſue; and, in default of payment, he ſhall 


be committed to the common gaol, or houſe of correction, for any time not 
exceeding three months. G. 3. c. 71. And any perſon to whom any 
gold money ſhall be tendered, any piece or pieces whereof ſhall be diminiſh- 
ed otherwiſe than by reaſonable wearing; or that by the ſtamp, impreſſion, 


colour, or weight thereof, he ſhall ſuſpect to be counterfeit, may cut, break, 


or deface ſuch piece or pieces; and if any piece ſo cut, broken, or defaced, 
ſhall appear to be diminiſhed otherwiſe than by reaſonable wearing, or coun- 
terfeit, the perſon tendering the ſame ſhall bear the loſs thereof: but if the 
ſame ſhall be of due weight, and appear to. be lawful money, the perſon that 
cut, broke, or defaced the ſame, thall receive the ſame at the rate it was coin- 
ed for. And if any queſtion (hall ariſe, whether the piece ſo cut be counter- 
feit or diminiſhed in manner foreſaid, it ſhall be determined by the mayor, 
or other head officer in a corporation, and elſewhere by one juſtice inhabiting 


near where the tender was made, 13. By the 11th G. 3. c. 40. if any per- 


ſon ſhall make, coin, or counterfeit any of the copper monies of this realm, 


commonly called an halfpenny or farthing, or ſhall buy, fell, take, receive, 


pay, or put off any counterfeit copper money, not melted down, or cut in 
pieces, at or for a lower rate or value than by its denomination it doth import, 


<Q _— 
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or was counterfeit for, he ſhall be guilty of felony [but within clergy ;] and 
one juſtice, on complaint upon oath that there is juſt cauſe to ſuſpe#t that any 
perſon hath been concerned in counterfeiting the copper monies of this realm, 
may by his warrant cauſe the dwelling-houſe, room, work-ſhop, out-houſe, 
yard, garden, or other place belonging to ſuch ſuſpected perſon, to be ſearch- 
ed for tools and implements for coining ſuch copper monies; and if any ſuch 
tools or implements ſhall at any time be found hid or concealed in any place fo 
fearched, or be found in the cuſtody of any perſon whatſoever, not employed 


in his Majeſty's mint, nor having the ſame by ſome lawful authority, it ſhall 
be lawful for any perſon whatſoever diſcovering the ſame, to ſeize ſuch tools 


or implements, and carry the ſame forthwith to a juſtice, who ſhall cauſe the 
ſame to be ſecured, and produced in evidence againſt any perſon who ſhall be 
proſecuted for any the offences aforeſaid, in ſome court proper for the deter- 
mination thereof ; and after they ſhall have been produced in evidence, as well 
the ſame ſo produced, as the other ſo ſeized and not produced in evidence, 
ſhall forthwith, by order of the court, or by order of a juſtice, if there ſhall 
be no trial, be defaced and deſtroyed, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of as ſuch court 
or juſtice ſhall direct. 13. 


HE Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their oath, 

preſent, that H. B. late of the pariſh of labourer, 
on the day of in the year of the reign of our Sovereign 
Lord George the Third, now King of Great-Britain, &c. with force and 
arms, at the pariſh of aforeſaid, in the aforeſaid, one piece of 
falſe and counterfeit money and coin, made and counterfeited to the likeneſs 
and ſimilitude of a piece of good money and gold coin of this realm, called an 
half guinea, as and for a piece of good, lawful, and current money and gold 
coin of this realm, called an half guinea, then and there unlawfully, unjuſtly, 
and deceitfully did utter to one he the ſaid H. B. at 


to wit. 


the time when he ſo uttered the ſaid piece of falſe and counterfeit money, 


then and there well knowing the ſame to be falſe and counterfeit, in contempt 
of our ſaid Lord the King and his laws, to the evil example of all others in 
the like caſe offending, againſt the form of the ſtatute in ſuch caſe made and 
provided, and againſt the peace of our ſaid Lord the King, his crown and 
dignity. 
A Com- 


« 4 


1 
A Comparative VIEW of the Ancient and Preſent LAWS, 


FRANSPORTATION was totally unknown to the laws of this kingdom, 
until the time of Queen Elizabeth, 39. c. 4. but by the laws of the 
Romans, perſons were anciently obliged to leave and abjure the realm; and 
| ſuch were of late the laws of Scotland: and formerly in France, and ſome 
Italian States, they were condemned to the gallies. And by the aforeſaid ſta- 
tute of Elizabeth it was enacted, that all rogues and vagabonds ſhould be ba- 
niſhed out of the realm, &c. and upon returning, ſhould be burned and 
marked with an R, as large as the compaſs of a Shilling, ſo as not to be era- 
dicated during life. But the late practice of tranſportation to America took 
place in the time of K. Charles II.“ Having given my pubiic ſentiments on 
the preſent or late mode of tranſportation to the Colonies, page publiſhed 
in 1773, I ſhall here only mention an abſtract or two of the ſentiments of 
more learned authors. Baniſhment in Ruſſia is made ſubſervient to political 
utility; and thoſe who have by miſconduct loſt all claim to the indulgence of 
their countrymen, are compelled to undergo a ſeparation from all domeſtic 
connections; the rigours of a horrid climate, and the unhealthfulneſs of 

mines, in the place of better citizens. 1 7. | 1 
By the preſent or late mode of baniſhment, agreeable to the laws of this 
country, the kingdom is deprived of a ſubject, and the emoluments of his fu- 
| aks | N ture 


* Likewiſe in thoſe days of Elizabeth, a wonderous exceſs of apparel had ſpread itſelf all over Eng- 
land, and the habit of our own country (through a peculiar vice incident to our = nation) grew into 
ſuch contempt, that men by their new-faſhion'd garments, and too gaudy apparel, diſcovered a certain 
deformity and arrogancy of mind, whilſt they gadded up and down in their ſilks, glittering with gold and 
filver, either embroidered or laced. The Queen obſerving, that to maintain this exceſs, a great quantity 
of money was carried yearly out of the land, to buy ſilks and other outlandiſh wares, to the great impo- 
veriſhing of the nation; and many of the nobility, which might be of great ſervice to the common 
wealth, and others there were, that they might ſeem of noble extraction, did, to their own undoing, not 
only waſte their eſtates, but alſo run ſo far in debt, that of neceſſity they came within the danger of the 
law thereby, and attempted to raiſe troubles and commotions when they had waſted their own patrimonies. 
Although ſhe might have proceeded againft them by the laws of K. Henry VIII. and thereby have fined 
them a great ſum of money, yet ſhe choſe rather to deal with them by way of command. She therefore, 
by proclamation, commanded that every man ſhould, within fourteen days, conform himſelf for apparel 
to a certain preſcribed faſhion, otherwiſe they would incur the ſeverity of the laws : and ſhe began the 
conformity herſelf, in her own court. But through the untowardneſs of the times, both this proclama- 
tion, and the laws alſo gave way, by little and little, to this exceſs of pride, which grew more and more 
unreaſonable; and with it crept in riotous banqueting, and prodigal bravery in building ; for there now 
began more noblemen's and private men's houſes to builded here and there, through England; and 
thoſe more large, neat and ſumptuous edifices, than in any reign before; and verily to the great orag» 
ment of the kingdom, but to the great decay of the glorious hoſpitality of the nation. | 


” 
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ture exiſtence. He is merely transferred to a new country, as fertile, as ha 
py, as civilized, and in general as wealthy as that which he hath offended. 
And the ſame author adds further, and which is likewiſe perfectly agreeable 
with the ſentiments I publiſhed, that in many inſtances it hath operated even as 
a temptation to the offence*, p. 206—2c8. It deſerves, faith the ſaid author, 
ſerious and immediate conſideration, how far and by what means this defect 
in our law may be redreſſed; and then recommends the employment of a li- 
mitted number in the dock- yards, ſtannaries, ſalt-works, mines, and public 
buildings of this kingdom; the moſt infamous to Tunis, and other Mahome- 
tan ports, for the redemption of chriſtian ſlaves; to be ſent on dangerous ex- 
peditions, to new colonies, Africa, and ſmall iſlands, for the benefit of navi- 
gation. Uſeful hints may be publiſhed, but merchants and experienced per- 
ſons are the only perſons to be conſulted on the proper plan for execution. 
Having mentioned the act of Elizabeth, &c. I ſhall add the opinion of the 
great Lord Coke upon the ſtatute for preventing the wandering of vagrants 
without paſſes, or with counterfeited paſſes ; his words are, That this excel- 
lent law of preventing ſuch vagrants without licence wandering, is feaſible ; 
and that upon making ſuch law, and for a good ſpace of time afterwards, while 
- Juſtices and their peace officers were diligent and induſtrious, there was not a 
rogue to be ſeen or found in any part of England : But when juſtices and other 
peace officers became remiſs, rogues and vagabonds ſwarmed again. I have 
already given my ſentiments on this moſt uſeful act. In the following narra- 
tion of my proceedings, I have given the crimes, diſcovering and apprehend= 
ing of a notorious gang of villains, called and generally known by the name of 
the Coventry gang, becauſe of their being apprehended, and receiving ſo fatal 
a blow, by my unremitting pains, that ended their family, and moſt dangerous 
confederacy. William Fall, and his wife Margaret Clarke, alias Long Peg, 
were lineally deſcended from that notorious and ancient gang of vagrant 
Egyptians, called Faws, and who were actually licenſed by King James of 
Scotland, in the year 1594; the chief by the name of John Faw, who was 
both a thief and murderer. From this Faw, William Fall, alias Faw, and his 
numerous gang, became ſettled in Northumberland. I never heard of one of 
the name that lived by any other means than that of ſmuggling and pirating. 
Under this character I knew one ſettled as a wine-merchant on the eaſt coaſt 


* Ican with truth ſpeak to this aſſertion.— A few years ago two boys were brought before me, for fe- 
lony, about the age of 14 years. On their being committed, and going out of my houſe on the way to 
priſon, one of them being deeply affected, cried, which the other youth his accomplice perceiving, im- 
mediately called out to him aloud. Damn you Jack, never mind it; we ſhall be only tranſported; and 
have the pleaſure of ſecing foreign parts, carriage paid.“ = HEE 


Set] 
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of Scotland, and I have ſome reaſon to believe was nearly related to the famous 
American pirate; and who in the late diſpute with the American rebels, did 
the merchants 6f this kingdom great injury by his piratical proceedings. 

- And in order to prevent the great miſchiefs that may ariſe from wandering 
vagrants, vagabonds, and other looſe, idle, diſorderly perſons, by the 23d of 
Geo. 3d, c. 88, it is enacted as follows, viz. Any perſon apprehended, having 
upon him any picklock, key, crow, jack, bit, or other implement, with an 
intent feloniouſly to break and enter any dwelling-houſe, warehouſe, coach- 
houſe, ſtable, out-houſe ; or ſhall have upon him any piſtol, hanger, cutlaſs, 
or bludgeon, or other offenſive weapon, with intent feloniouſly to aſſault any 
perſon ; or ſhould be found in or upon any dwelling-houſe, warehouſe, coach- 
houſe, ſtable or out-houſe; or in any incloſed yard, garden, &c. belonging 
to any houſe, with intent to ſteal any goods or chattels, ſhall be deemed a 
rogue and vagabond, within the meaning of the ſtatute, the 17th of Geo. 
the 2d. 

By an act paſſed the faid ſeſſio jon, perſons entering by force, &c. with an in- 
tent to cut or deſtroy any woollen, ſilk, linen, or cotton goods; or tools uſed 
in manufacturing thereof, are guilty of felony. Part of cap. 34. 12. Geo. Iſt, 
is repealed; and of cap. 28. 6 Geo. 3d. . 

By an act paſſed in the year 1781, the ſtealing, or removing with intent to 
ſteal, any copper, braſs, &c. fixed to a dwelling-houſe, or the fences there- 
unto belonging, are liable to be tranſported for ſeven years, or committed to 
hard labour for three years, and to be whipped publickly three times, and 
not leſs than once. Perſons buying ſuch goods, knowing them to be ſtolen, 
are liable to the like puniſhments, pains and penalties, although the principal 
felon hath not been convicted of ſtealing the ſame. . 

The obtaining goods under falſe pretences, with an. intent to cheat or de- 
fraud any perſon of the ſame ;. or ſhall knowingly or deſignedly fend or deliver 
any letter or writing, with or without a fictitious name or names, letter or let- 
ters, threatening to accuſe any perſon of any crime, puniſhable by law with 
death, tranſportation, or any other infamous puniſhment, with a view or in- 
tent to extort or obtain money, goods, wares. or merchandiſe, from the perſon. 
ſo threatened, ſhall upon conviction be fined, impriſoned, pilloried, whipped, 
or tranſported for ſeven years, as the court think proper. 

By an act paſſed i in the year 1782, all buyers and receivers of ſtolen goods, 
except lead, iron, copper, braſs, bell-metal, or ſolders, are liable to be fined, 


whipped and impriſoned. This act doth not alter any former law. Any 
4 4 perſon 
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perſon undertaking to —_— of ſtolen * or concealing them, are within 
this act. 

Any perſon ſeducing, or attempting to ſeduce, any artificets, or workmen 
of the manufſactories of this kingdom, to go out of Great-Britain, forfeits for 
the firſt offence 500 l. and 12 months impriſonment ; and for the 2d _— 
two years impriſonment, and 10001. fine. 

By the Moſaical Law, the ancient law of England, wy at the ſame . by 
the laws of Europe in general, may-him or maiming was puniſhed by retalia- 
tion, that is to ſay, an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: But this in- 
human mode of puniſhment bath long fince been diſuſed, and maiming was 
puniſhed by fine and impriſonment ; and continued ſo until the act of Henry 
4th, c. 5. by which it was made felony to cut out the tongue, or put out the 
eyes of any of the King's ſubjects, of malice prepenſe : And Sir E. Coke, in 
his Inſt. 3d, p. 62. makes the following remarks :— The miſchief, ſays the 
learned author, before this ſtatute was, that when one had been beaten, 
wounded, maimed or robbed, the miſ-doers, to the end that the party grieved 
might not be able to accuſe them, did cut out their tongues, or put out their 
eyes, pretending the ſame to be no felony. Premeditated aſſaſſination, by 
the laws of France, is capital puniſhment, though the proof is only an intent, 
and not followed by any actual murder. By the ſtatute of 22d and 23d of 
Charles the ad, cap. 1. the lying in wait, &c. is made felony, without clergy. 
The cauſe of the making that act, called, The * Act, is as 
followeth :. 


An Account of the ACT, called, The COVENTRY ACT. 


N the 2oth of December, 1670, a motion made for taxing the 
theatres was oppoſed by the court party, who ſaid the players were 
the King's ſervants, and a part of his pleaſures. Sir John Coventry ſtood up, 
and aſked whether his Majeſty's pleaſures lay among the men or women 
players. This piece of raillery was carried with aggravated circumſtances to 
Charles. He received it worſe than could be expected, from his known good 


humour, and was hurt at a reflection that bore ſo much upon his pride; for 
| he 
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he entertained at that ſame time two actreſſes, the famous Nell Gwin, and 
Mrs. Davis. Urged by the commands of the Duke of Monmouth, or in 
hopes of gaining the King's favour, Sir Thomas Sandys, Obrien, and other 
officers of guards (no doubt tools and ſcoundrels) way-laid Sir John Coven- 
try, upon his return at night to his lodgings; he defended himſelf ſome time 
with courage, but was at length overpowered, and his noſe ſlit to the bone. 
This dangerous breach on the privileges of the Houſe of Commons, brought 
on a great clamour, and ſhortly a call of the Houſe was agreed to, on the gth 
of January following, when the name of Sir John Coventry was mentioned: 
Sir Thomas Clarges informed the Houſe of the aſſault upon Sir J. Coventry's 
perſon, when the Houſe flew into a violent flame, and entered into an imme- 
diate cognizance of the affair, and ſuſpended all other buſineſs ; and unani- 
mouſly voted their reſentment againſt the fact, not only as a high breach of 
privilege, but an attempt of a dangerous nature, to the King, the laws and 
government, and deſtructive to the very eſſence and conſtitution of parliament. 
They ordered a bill to be brought in, upon the debates of the Houſe, for ſet- 
ting a day, under the penalty of baniſhment, to Sir T. Sandys, Obrien, &c. 
actors in the aſſault on Sir J. Coventry, to render themſelves to public juſtice; 
and paſſed a law, that to maim or disfigure any perſon, was death.—See the 
Journals, 1671, from which I have taken the following abſtract. If any 
perſon, of malice aforethought, and by lying in wait, ſhall unlawfully cut 
out or diſable the tongue, put out an eye, ſlit the noſe, cut off the noſe or lip, 
or cut off or diſable any limb or member of any ſubje&, with an intention in 
ſo doing to maim or disfigure him, the perſon ſo offending, his counſellors, 
aiders and abettors, (knowing of and privy to the offence) ſhall be guilty of 
felony without benefit of clergy, but not to work corruption of blood. 

If a man attack another with an intent to murder him, and he doth not 
murder, but only to maim him, the offence is nevertheleſs within this ſtatute; . 
Hawkins, vol. iſt, p. 112, Blackſtone, and State Trials; where I met with 
the following particulars, being the firſt caſe of this nature tried before a court 
of judicature.; which was that of a Mr. Coke, a Suffolk gentleman, and 
Woodburn, a labourer, in the year 1722, at the aſſizes held at St. Edmund's- 
Bury. Coke was indicted for hiring and abetting Woodburn, and Woodburn 
for the actual fact of ſlitting the noſe of Mr. Criſpe, Coke's brother-in-law. 
The caſe was ſomewhat fingular : The murder of Criſpe was intended, and he 
was left for dead, being terribly hacked and disfigured with a hedge-bill ; but 
he recovered, Now the bare intent to murder is no felony, but to disfigure 
8 8 with 
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with an intent to disfigure, is made ſo by this ſtatute. Coke, who was a diſ- 


grace to the profeſſion of the law, had the effrontery to reſt his defence upon 
this point, that the aſſault was not committed with an intent to disfigure, but 
with an intent to murder, and therefore not within the ſtatute; but the court 
held, that if a man attacks another to murder him with ſuch an inſtrument as 


a a hedge-bill, but which cannot but endanger the disfiguring him; and in ſuch 


an attack happens not to kill, but only to disfigure him, he may be indicted on 
this ſtatute, and it ſhall be left to the jury whether it was not a deſign to 
murder by disfiguring, and conſequently a malicious intent to disfigure as well 
as to murder. Accordingly, the jury found them guilty of ſuch previous in- 
tent to disfigure, in order to effect their principal intent to murder, and they 
were both condemned and executed. 

If the maim comes not within any of the deſcriptions in the act, yet it is 
indictable at the common law, and may be puniſhable by fine and impriſon- 
ment ; or an appeal may be brought for it at the common law, in which the 
party injured ſhall recover his damages; or he may bring an action of treſpaſs, 
which kind of action hath now generally ſucceeded into the place of appeals 
in ſmaller offences, not capital. Hawkins, vol. 2d, p. 157, 160. 

In the caſe of maiming, it remains yet a doubt whether there may be acceſ- 

ſaries after the fact. 

One Peck was tried and convicted at Coventry, on the Coventry act, for the 
maiming and putting out the eye of the late Alderman Brockhurſt, by a ſpike 
fixed at the end of a ſtick. Was fined and impriſoned. 


Stealing, Killing, or Maiming of CATTLE, 


Y the 22d and 23d C. 2, c. 7, if any perſon ſhall in the night-time ma- 
liciouſly, unlawfully, and willingly kill or deſtroy any horſes, ſheep, or 
other cattel, he ſhall be guilty of felony ; but without corruption of blood, or 
loſs of dower : but to avoid judgment of death, or execution thereupon, he 
may chuſe to be tranſported to ſome of the plantations, to be mentioned in 
the judgment, for ſeyen years. 


And 
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And if any perſon ſhall in the night-time maliciouſly, unlawfully, and 
willingly maim, wound, or otherwiſe hurt any horſes, ſheep, or other cattle; 
whereby the ſame ſhall not be killed or utterly deſtroyed, he ſhall forteit 
treble damages, by action of treſpaſs, or upon the caſe, 

And three juſtices (1 quo.) may enquire by a jury and witneſſes, and may 


iſſue warrants for ſummoning jurors, and for apprehending perſons ſuſpected, 


and take their examination, and cauſe witneſſes to come before them, to give 
information on oath, ſo as no perſon to be examined ſhall be proceeded againſt, 
for any offence concerning which he is examined as a witneſs, and ſhall make 
a true diſcovery : and if ſuch witneſs, being ſummoned, refuſe to appear, 
they may commit him till he ſubmit to be examined on oath. 

And by the 14 G. 2. c. 6. and 15 G. 2. c. 34. if any perſon ſhall feloni- 
ouſly drive away, or in any other manner feloniouſly ſteal any ox, bull, cow, 
calf, ſteer, bullock, heifer, ſheep, or lamb ; or ſhall wilfully kill any ox, bull, 
cow, calf, ſteer, bullock, heifer, ſheep, or lamb, with a felonious intent to 
ſteal the whole carcaſe, or any part thereof; or ſhall aſſiſt or aid in commit- 
ting any ſuch offence, he ſhall be guilty of felony without benefit of clergy. 
And every perſon who ſhall apprehend and proſecute to conviction any offen- 
der, ſhall have ten pounds reward; in order to which he ſhall have a certifi- 
cate, ſigned by the judge, before the end of the aſſizes, certifying the convic- 
tion, and where the offence was committed; and that ſuch offender was ap- 
prehended and proſecuted by the perſon claiming the reward : and if there are 
ſeveral claimants, the judge ſhall in the aid certificate, direct what ſhare ſhall 


be paid to each claimant; which certificate being tendered to the ſheriff, he 


ſhall, within a month, pay the ſame without deduction, on pain of forfeiting 
double, with treble coſts; the ſame to be allowed in his accounts, or to be 
paid to him out of the treaſury. 

By ſtatute gth Geo. I. c. 22. commonly called the Waltham Black Act *, 
if any perſon ſhall unlawfully and maliciouſly kill, maim or wound any cattle, 
he ſhall be guilty of felony, without benefit of clergy ; but without corruption 
of blood. And the hundred ſhall be anſwerable for the damages, not exceed- 
ing two hundred pounds. And if any perſon ſhall apprehend, or cauſe to be 
convicted, any offender ; and ſhall be killed, or wounded, ſo as to loſe an eye, 
or the uſe of any limb, in endeavouring to apprehend or ſecure him ; on proof 
thereof at the ſeſſions, and on certificate thereof from thence, the ſheriff ſhall, 
within 


* 


® It was ſo called, on account of devaſtations committed in Epping foreſt, near Waltham, in Eſſex. 
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within thirty days, pay to the perſon intitled the ſum of fifty pounds, to be 
repaid to him out of the treaſury. | 

If any perſon, &c. being armed with ſwords, See or other offenſive 
weapons, having their faces blacked, or otherwiſe diſguiſed, ſhall, (1) Ap- 
pear in any foreſt, chaſe, park, paddock, or grounds incloſed with any wall, 
pale, or other fence, wherein any deer have been or ſhall be uſually kept; or, 
(2) In any warren or place where hares or conies have been or ſhall be uſually 
kept; or, (3) In any high-road, open heath, common, or down; or, (4) Shall 
unlawfully and wilfully hunt, wound, kill, deſtroy, or ſteal, any red or fallow 
deer; or, (5) Unlawfully rob any warren or place where conies or hares are 
uſually kept; or, (6) Shall unlawfully ſteal or take away any fiſh cut of any 
river or pond ; or if any perſon or perſons (that is, whether armed and diſguiſ- 
ed or not) ſhall, (7) Unlawfully and wiltully hunt, wound, kill, deſtroy, or 
ſteal any red or fallow deer, fed or kept in any places in any of the King's fo- 
reſts or chaces, which are or ſhall be incloſed with poles, rails, or other fences; 
or in any park, paddock, or grounds incloſed, where deer have been or ſhall 
be uſually kept; or, (8) Shall unlawfully and maliciouſly break down the 
head or mound of any fiſh-pond, whereby the fiſh ſhall be loſt or deſtroyed ; or, 
(9) Shall kill, maim or wound any cattle ; or, (10) Cut down or otherwiſe 
deſtroy any trees planted in any avenue, or growing in any garden, orchard, or 
plantation, for ornament, ſhelter or profit; or, (11) Shall ſet fire to any houſe, 
barn, or out-houſe, or to any hovel, cock, mow, or ſtack of corn, ſtraw, hay, 
or wood; or, (12) Shall wilfully and maliciouſly ſhoot at any perſon, in any 
dwelling-houſe, or other place; or, (13) Shall write, ſubſcribe, or ſign with 
a fictitious name, any letter, demanding money, veniſon, or other valuable 
thing; or threatening to murder any of his Majeſty's ſubjects, or to burn their 
houſes or outhouſes, barns, &c. 27 G. 2. c. 15. Or, (14) Forcibly reſcue 
any perſon being lawfully in cuſtody of any officer or other perſon, for any the 
ſaid offences; or, (15) Shall by gift or promiſe of money, or other reward, 
procure any of his Majeſty's ſubjects to join him or them in any ſuch unlawful 
act; or, (16) Shall unlawfully and maliciouſly break down, or cut down the 
bank of any river, or ſea bank, whereby any lands ſhall be overflowed or damag- 
ed; or, (17). Shall unlawfully and maliciouſly cut any hop bunches growing 
on poles, in any plantation of hops ; or, (18) Shall wilfully and maliciouſly 
ſet on fire, or caule to be ſet on fire, any mine, pit, or delph of coal, &Cc. 

Every ſuch offender, being thereof lawfully convicted in any county of Eng- 
land, ſhall be guilty of felony, without benefit of clergy, but not forfeit lands 
or goods, 


' [49256] 


CASES and ABSTRACTS from the LAWS reſpecting 
MURDER, MANSLAUGHTER, &. 


Y the law of nature, wilful murder is conſidered the moſt heinous 
crime man can be guilty of; and, by the Moſaical law, whoever ſheddeth 


man's blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed. When the facred writer 
ſpeaks of pardon, theſe are his ſentiments : You ſhall take no ſatisfaction 


for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he ſhall be ſurely put 
to death ; for the land cannot be cleanſed of the blood that is ſhed therein, 
but by the blood of him that ſheddeth it. As by the laws of the Saxons 
the puniſhment for murder was not by blood, I ſhall ſtate the laws in theſe 
ancient times. In thoſe days it was by fines, and every man's life was 
eſtimated and valued according to his quality, and agreeable to the value 
of a coin then uſed, called Thyrmoſes ; which, being then valued by the 
learned Seldon, were computed at the following valuation, as being three 


ſhillings Ll 1 
Lots.) 4n th 


A countryman killed, at LOOM — 1 

A prieſt in orders | — — — 300 0 0 | 

A general or captain - 7 600 o © 0 Manſlaughter, 
A biſhop or alderman - = = 1200 © © [Not wilful Murder, 
An archbiſhop or nobleman n 2250 0 0 | 

The king — „„ 7, AO] 


Murdering 2 woman with child, the offender muſt pay not only accord- 


ing to the value of her, but alſo for the child in her womb, according to 
the quality of the father. If thirty were in number, and one of them 
killed another, he that actually committed the offence was to pay the value 
of his head that was lain, and a fine to his kindred ; and every perſon in 
company, as accomplices, to pay thirty ſhillings. A Welchman that was 
wealthy, and could maintain a family, and pay taxes to the king, having 
lands, tribute fix pounds ; F if no lands three pound ten ſhillings. 

Theſe were the Taws of king Alfred, and of his grandſon Athelſtan ; but 
theſe penalties were. po inflicted where the petſon was killed upon a ſudden 

„ 


quarrel, which we ca at this period, manſlaughter: but for a con- 
T ſiderable 
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fiderable time aſter, and until the ſtatute of Marlbridge, (Cap. 26.) the 
killing of a man by misfortune was adjudged murder, (53 Heu. III.) with 
this difference, that he might purge himſelf of the offence by paying the 
penalty agreeable to the valuation of the party ſlain. 

The learned Seldon rightly obſerves, our anceſtors were tender of life; 
their reaſons were, that two men might not die on the account of the ſame 


misfortune : but premeditated murder was never permitted to be com- 


promiſed by any pecuniary conſideration, but the offender was always 
puniſhed with death. And in thoſe days manſlaughter was death, if the 


party did not pay the fine. I ſhall now proceed to the laws of a later 
date. The learned BraQton, who lived 1n the reign of Henry the IIId, gives 


his ſentiments thus: 


«© Occulta hominum r & notorum occilio manu hominum 
6? NE quiter per petrata.“ 


Agreeable to bis definition, murder was thus diſtinguiſhed : If it was 


done openly, it was manſlaughter ; if it was done ſecretly, it was wilful 


murder; and as the law then ſtood, if a man was found dead he was ſup- 
poſed to be a Frenchman, if he was not proved to be an Engliſhman, 


which the country was obliged to defend, or, in caſe of non-proof, to be 


emerced and fined; and, fince that period, the killing a foreigner hath 
been conſidered murder. A moſt levere and unjuſt law againſt the na- 
tives in favour of foreigners, and was firſt. enacted by Canutus, to prevent 
the Saxons being privately murdered by the Engliſh, and for the ſame 
reaſons continued in force by the Normans. I ſhall now take into con- 
ſideration the evidence and conviction upon which a man, even under ſuſ- 
picion only, was to be determined guilty or innocent of murder, and which 


was agreeable to the times and period they were enacted in. The firſt was 


by the ordeal trial, which was as followeth: The accuſed was to take up 
a piece of red-hot iron into his hand, or by walking bare-ſoot and blind- 


| folded, . ſtepping over nine red-hot. plough-ſhares, laid length- ways, at 


unequal diſtances ; if he eſcaped unhurt, he was held innocent; on the 
contrary, guilty. I have no doubt that this trial was often defeated by col- 


| Juſion, as in its very inſtitution it was ridiculous and abſurd. Queen 


Emma's chaſtity, by this abſurd trial, was put to the teſt, with reſpect to 
a charge of adultery with the then biſhop of Wincheſter. She eſcaping 
unhurt proved her. innocence, and which ſhe was very ſure of doing before 
the entered on the fiery trial, Another way of puniſhment and trial of 


- 
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innocence was the water ordeal, which was performed two different ways : 
Firſt, by plunging the bare-arm into boiling water up to the elbow ; if he 
eſcaped unhurt, he was conſidered innocent ; if hurt or injured, guilty. The 
third method of ordeal trial was by caſting the accuſed into a deep pond of 
water, if he ſunk to the bottom he was pronoun e innocent, if he fwam 
at the ſurface he was then deemed guilty. The laſt method was moft 
brutiſhly practiſed within theſe thirty or forty years in Hertfordſhire, by 
which a poor ancient woman loſt her life upon that moſt abſurd opinion 


of trying and proving witchcraft. Theſe ordeal trials were ſoon after the 


conqueſt repealed, and put an end to; but, let it be ſpoken of to the diſ- 
grace of this iſle, were again revived in the reign of the pious James the 
Firſt, and moſt inhumanly proſecuted in that enthuſiaſtical and bigotted 
country called New-England, by which a number of innocent and honeſt 
people were put to a cruel and unjuſt trial, and afterwards ſuffered death. 

I ſhall aſk my readers pardon for the digreſſion I have made, and return 
back to the time when the ſtatute of Marlbridge took place. After the 
making of this ſtatute, if a Frenchman or Norman had been killed by miſ- 
fortune, the county was not to be emerced, though the criminal- was not 


taken; neither was he to be tried by ordeal if taken. But fince the time of | 


Bracton, murder hath been differently defined: that it is killing any perſon 
within the realm upon malice afore-thought, the death enſuing within a 
year and a day: and this crime is aggravated by the quality and condition 
of the perſon who commits it “*. Example: Where a maid- ſervant and a 
ſtranger conſpired to rob her miſtreſs in the night-time, the ſervant let the 
other into the houſe, and lighted him to her miſtreſs's bed, where he killed 


her, the ſervant neither doing or ſaying any thing, but only held the 


candle ; this was murder in the ſtranger, and petty treaſon in the ſervant. 


Where the wife and her ſervant conſpired to kill the huſband, and appointed 


both time and place, and the ſervant alone, in the abſence of the wife, 
killed him, this is petit-treaſon in both; but if he had been killed by a 
ſtranger, the wife ſhould be hanged and not burnt, becauſe ſhe cannot'be 
guilty of petit-treafon, where the principal is only guilty of murder. 
Murder may be committed by ſeveral means. 1 ſhall mention a few parti- 
culars, as followeth : By bruiſing, cruſhing, famiſhing, poiſoning, ſhooting, 
ſmothering, ſtrangling, or drowning, by weapon, or by any other ways; as 


laying a ſick man in the cold: hiding an infant under leaves, which is 


afterwards deſtroyed by vermin ; ſtirring up a dog or beaſt accuſtomed to 


Moor, 91. Dyer, 128. 
bite, 


74 Caſes and Abſtracts reſpecting MURDER, @c. 


bite, or do miſchief, knowing it to be of ſuch a diſpoſition. If a woman 
takes poiſon to deſtroy the child within her, being quick, and after birth 


the child dies in conſequence thereof; adviſing to deſtroy it before birth, 


and after it is born and deſtroyed, the adviſer is acceſſary; ſtriking in one 


county, and the perſon dieth in another, the trial ſhall be where he died. 
This was the caſe of T. Edwards &, who was murdered by Baker, Drury, 


and Leſlie ; the wounds were given within the county of Coventry, and he 
died in the county of Warwick. But an acceſſary in one county to a 
murder done in another, when the principal is convicted, and that is cer- 
tified, may be tried in the county where acceſſary. Malice fore-thought, 
either implied or expreſſed, 1ſt. from the manner of the fact; 2dly, from 
the perſon killed, from the perſon killing. Firſt, as to the manner of fact 
done. By wilful poiſoning ; by riding into a fair with an unruly horſe, 
knowing him to be ſo, on purpoſe to do miſchief, and death enſues ; 
throwing a ſtone over a houſe amongſt a multitude of people; theſe, or 
ſuch like, are unlawful acts, and it appears that the perſon had an inten- 
tion to hurt ſomebody, though no particular perſon ; but this implies 
malice. A ſmith. ftriking a ſervant with an iron bar, and kills him; or if 
a father corrects his ſon, or a ſchool-maſter his ſcholar with ſuch inſtru- 
ments as may probably kill them, and death enſues, it is murder. If a 
ſmith runs a hot iron into his ſervant's belly, or a mother kicks or ſtamps 


on her child's belly, and death enſues, it is murder in both caſes; and if a 


man aſſaults another with a dangerous weapon, and without provocation, 
it is expreſs malice, being from the nature of the fact cruel, What is to 
be conſidered provocation? Not words alone, though they are never ſo op- 
probrious, nor any affronting geſtures, though never ſo reproachful. But if 
angry words paſs betwixt two perſons, and the one pulls the other by the 
noſe, or ſtrikes him +, and the perſon thus aſſaulted kills the other with his 
ſword, this is but manſlaughter ; , becauſe he was firſt ſtricken by the 
deceaſed. The caſe of M. and C. M. threw a bottle at C. which ſtruck 


him on the head, and directly drew his ſword, and gave him a mortal 


wound ; but between the time of drawing the ſword, and giving the 
wound, C. threw another bottle at M. which broke his head, but C. had 
no ſword drawn, and never ſpoke-a word afterwards. This was adjudged 
murder of, malice propenſed, for the firſt bottle was, with deſign to do miſ- 
chief, and the drawing the ſword was to profecute that deſign ; ; and though 
C. threw another bottle at M. before the wound was given, that will not 


® See Page 229, to 242, +-Show's Caſe, at Northampton Aſſize, 1776, 
Re alter 
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alter the caſe, for it was juſtifiable in him, and in his own defence. This 
was the caſe of Mawgridge for the murder of Mr. Cope. 

If two men fall out, and give each other foul words, and a third perſon 
ſtrikes one of them, and kills him, it is murder. If A. aſſaults B. without 
any. provocation, draws his ſword, and runs at him, and then B. draws his 

| ſword in his own defence, and is killed by A. it is murder. But if two 
men fight, and another perſon coming to aſſiſt one of them killeth the + 
other, this is manſlaughter ; becauſe there was an actual fighting and 
ſtriving with violence between the other two. Yet if a man is unduly ar- 
reſted or deprived of his liberty, and makes no reſiſtance, and another 
reſcuing him kills a man, this is murder; for injuries muſt not be redreſſed 
by force. Kelynge, 60, 61. If one who is wounded neglects his cure, or 
lives diſorderly, yet if he die of thoſe wounds, it is murder or man- > 
laughter, as the caſe ſhall appear upon the evidence againſt the criminal; i 
becauſe the wounds were the principal cauſe of the death which enſued. 0 
Stabbed without weapon drawn, malice is implied. Five years after the /] 
making this ſtatute, it was held, that if the perſon killed had a ſtick in his 
hand, (Newbold's Caſe) it ſhall be accounted a weapon drawn; and ſince that 
time there have been many nice expolitions of this law. The words are, viz. 
ſtabbing another that hath*not then any weapon drawn, or that hath not then 
firſt ſtricken the party which ſtabs, and the perſon dying within fix months 
then next following, this is murder, and without clergy. There is a 
proviſo, that the act ſhall not extend to one who kills another /e defendendo, 
or by misfortune ; nor to one who in keeping the peace, or chaſtizing his - 
ſervant or child, ſhall unwillingly commit manſlaughter. 

One Byard ſtruck Ward, who ſtruck again, and then Byard ſtabbed the 
other with a knife; (Jones, 340) the queſtion was, Whether he ſhould have 
his clergy, becauſe he was ſtruck by the other before he ſtabbed him? and 
adjudged he ſhould not, becauſe the words firſt ſtricken in the ſtatute ſhall be 
conſtrued the very firſt ſtroke given by the party ſlain at the beginning of the 
quarrel, and not any ſtroke before the ſtab. So where two quarrel, one throws 
a pot at the other, which miſſing him, the other drew his ſword, and killed 5 
bim, and being indicted on the ſtatute of ſtabbing, the matter was found | 34 
ſpecial, and the doubts did ariſe upon the words of the ftatute, viz. he that i | 
ſtabs another not having then a weapon drawn, &c. whether the particle | 
then ſhould relate to the beginning of the quarrel, or to the time of the 1 
Auen given ? And by the better opinion it was held to extend to the quarrel ; 4 

U for 
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for if in fighting one lets his ſword fall, or throws it at angther, and is 
then killed, it is plain he had not then a weapon, viz. at the time of the 
wound given; but yet, becauſe it was once drawn during the quarrel, the 
priſoner ſhall not be excluded his clergy. In 15th of Carolus, one David 
Williams walking on St. David's-day with a leek in his hat, was jeered by 
a porter, and thereupon Williams took a hammer out of Marbury's ſhop, 
and threw at the porter with an intention to hit him, but he miſled the 
porter, and ſtruck Marbury, of which ſtroke he died. The queſtion was, 
Whether this was within the ſtatute of ſtabbing? It was adjudged not; 
for Marbury had no weapon drawn, There is no reafon given for this 
judgment by Juſtice Jones, who reported the caſe ; but I ſuppoſe it might 
be becauſe Williams bad no anger or diſpleaſure againſt Marbury, and moſt 
clearly within the proviſo of the ſtatute, which exempts any killing by 
misfortune. . But Williams was not indicted for murder, but for man- 
flaughter, on the ſtatute of ſtabbing ; had he been indicted for murder he 
would have been found guilty, for the provocation could not juſtify the 
murder committed by a dangerous and unlawful weapon thrown mali- 
ciouſly. R. ſtabbed a perſon, P. and H. were preſent, aiding and abetting ; 
they were all found guilty, but being proved that R. gave the ſtab, P. and 

H. were allowed the benefit of clergy. If any magiſtrate or peace officer, or 
his or their aſſiſtants, ſhould be killed in the execution of their office, it is 
murder, provided proper notice had been firſt given of their authority, or 
commanded in the king's name to keep the peace; all perſons preſent, and 
acting as abettors, are by law principals. Several come to rob a park, 
one kills the keeper, it is murder in the others if within the ſame park, 
though..at a diſtance when the ſact was done, becauſe the entry was un- 


| lawful ; from thence malice may be implied. One affaults another with 


an intention to rob him, being reſiſted, kills the perfon he aſſaulted, it is 


murder. In the caſe of Baker, Drury, and Leſlie, they all went forth 
armed to rob, and met Edwards and his two. companions ; each attacked 


his man, and after robbing them left them for dead. Edwards only died, 
as was before obſerved; he received his wounds in the county of Coventry, 


but recovered ſo as to reach a cottage a few yards within the county of 


Warwick; they were all tried for murder, convicted, and ſuffered accord- 
ingly; and, though ſince the laſt act for murderers to be anatomized, 
they were hanged in irons on Stonely Common. I mention this to ſhew that, 
judges have till a diſcretionary power in this matter. A goaler killing 

| his 
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his priſoner by hard uſage, it is murder, malice to be collected out of cir- 
cumſtance, ſhewing the temper of the perſon killing. 

As for example: If two fight in a tavern, and are parted, and one of 
them alledgeth the inconveniency of 'that place to fight in, and they ap- 

oint another place, and fight preſently, where one is killed, it is murder; 
becauſe reaſon had ſo much maſtery of his pafſion, as to judge of the con- 
veniency of the place, Sid. 277. 1 Bust. 86. 3 Bulli. 171. 

If two fall out in the morning, and fight in the afternoon, and one is 
killed, it is murder; for there being time to allay the heat, the ſecond 
meeting muſt be malice. Yet Mr. Dalton tells us, if one wound the 
other, and afterwards they meet, and the wounded man kills the other, it 
is murder ; for malice ſhould be intended upon his former hurt. If a man 
is reſolved to do an unlawful act, as to rob on the highway, or break open a 
houſe, this is malice expreſs; and if death enſues, it is murder: All who 
are preſent and aiding are principals; and if they were not preſent or in 
view, yet if they were on the premiſes, or in the ſame houſe on the watch, 
it is murder in them. The caſe of How and Farn, for the murder of C. 
Pinchbeck. 

In a riot where a Seb was killed, but it was not known by whom; 
but it was afterwards diſcovered that E. drew his ſword firſt, and with ſe- 
veral others aſſaulted the conſtable, that the riot continued one hour or 
more, and though E. did not commit the murder, he began the riot, in 
conſequence of which death enſued; and therefore E. was a principal. 
And where malice is intended to one, and the death of another followeth, 
it is murder; but if there was no malice, it is only manſlaughter. If one 
buys poiſon to kill another, and a third perſon eats it, it is murder. As 
to principals, in a ſecond degree, as well as aiders and abettors, where two 
or more come to do an unlawful act, one of them kills a man, it is murder 
in both, if abetting and ready to abet; but then the abettor muſt be before 
acquainted with the malicious intention with reſpe& to acceſſaries before 
the fact. One commands another to ſhoot a perſon with a gun, he kills . 
him not by a gun, but with a ſword, it is murder in the perſon command- 
ing; but if by miſtake he kills another perſon, it is murder in him killing ; 
and the perſon commanding is not conſidered an acceſſary.' I ſhall give 
ſome remarkable caſes, and conclude theſe comments and remarks on the 
laws relative to murder. 


Caſe I. 
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Caſe I. A M= Manſell having taken ſome French goods at fea, brought 
them home, and one Herbert, pretending to be deputy-admiral, came with 
a force to M.'s houſe, and aſſaulted thoſe who had the goods in keeping. 
A lady came to the door, without any weapon, who was aunt to M. and 
H. and whilſt ſhe was endeavouring to perſuade them to be friends, H.'s 
ſervant threw a ſtone which killed her; it was held murder in H. and all 
the company, becauſe ſhe was killed in defence of the houſe. 

II. A man attempted to break open a houſe; having opened a window, 
a perſon being a lodger in the houſe, endeavoured to diſſuade him from it, 
and he attempted to ſtab her with his rapier; the lodger having a ſpit, by 

way of defence, wounded the thief in the eye, of which wound he died. 
This was not murder by the ſtatute of Henry VIII. 

III. A huſband and wife had lived many years together, and being re- 
duced to extreme poverty, the huſband declared his reſolution to kill him- 

+ ſelf; the wife replied, I will then die with you. Thereupon he deſired her : 
to buy ratſbane, and put it into one cup, and then drink together. She = 
bought it, and put it into the cup, and both drank; the wife repented, | 
and taking fallad-oil, expelled the poiſon, and recovered ; the huſband died, 

It did not appear to be murder in the wife. | 
Laſtly. I ſhall conclude with an abſtract from James I. of pious me- 

mory, concerning baſtardy: Concealing the child if found dead was to 

be adjudged murder; but if a woman is taken ſuddenly in labour in the 
night, and calls out for help, but none comes to aſſiſt her, and ſhe delivers 
herſelf, puts the child into a box, and conceals it for a day, there being no 
marks of violence appearing, it was adjudged ſtill-born, for it appearing 

there was no intent to conceal it;“ but if there did not appear there was no 

1 intent at firſt to conceal it, it was murder, though the child was not born 

nl | alive. And by the preſent definition it ſhould appear that proper proviſion 

| had been made for it, but by the aforeſaid ſtatute the conviction reſted on 
. proving the concealment only. 


A | The caſe of Ann Green. ]—She was a very young and unexperienced girl, had been turning of malt, 
1 and being thereby over-worked, was taken ill; without knowing the cauſe, went to the houſe of eaſement, 
where ſomething, after a little ſtraining, dropt from her, of a very ſmall ſize. She having been ſuſpected 

of being breeding, and marks of a miſcarriage appearing afterwards, brought on an enquiry, and the 

matter was found, upon examining the vault, without being covered, or any ſigns of concealment being 

intended: — ler being tried and hanged, is ſpoken of as an act of injuſtice, and herſelf an innocent wo- 

man, as ſhe was not arrived at the time of quickening.— ide Trials of innocent perſons at the beginning 

= ok this volume. | | | 0 | 
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By the 2 5th. of Geo. II. c. 37. Sect. 3. ſentence in caſe of murder ſhall 


be pronounced in open court immediately after conviction, unleſs the court 
ſee reaſonable cauſe for the poſtponing the ſame, in which. ſhall be expreſſed 
not only the uſual judgment of death, but alſo the time appointed for exe- 
cution, and the marks of infamy directed for ſuch offenders. And the fame 
Act directs, after conviction and judgment, the priſoner to be confined to 
ſome cell, &c. apart from other priſoners, and none to have acceſs to 
| him without leave of the Judges, Sheriff, or  Under-ſheriff, except the 
goaler and his aſſiſtants; Judges may reſpite the execution, or by their 
orders, under their hands, change and countermand any reſtrictions by them 
given. By the ſame Act, perſons found guilty of wilful murder, are to be 
executed the next day, ſave one after ſentence, (Sunday excepted) and then on 
Monday, if Sunday intervenes betwixt the day of ſentence and execution, 
and the priſoner to be kept on bread and water. The body not to be buried, 
but delivered to the ſurgeons to be by them diſſected and anatomized, as was 
How's and Farn's, at Coventry and Birmingham. | 

By the ſaid Act, any perſon reſcuing a priſoner on his way to the place of 
execution, will be guilty of felony, without the benefit of Clergy. And any 
perſon or perſons reſcuing, or attempting to reſcue the body after execution, 
are to be tranſported for ſeven years. 


1 
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| Having mentioned the unhappy affair at Tring, in Hertfordſhire, in the 
caſes of murder, I have for the better information of my Readers, who may 
be unacquainted with that inhuman: buſineſs, given the particulars of it, as 
being within my own knowledge. 

John Oſborne, and his wife Ruth, both of Tring, the one being reputed 
a wizard, the other a witch, it was publickly cried at ſeveral market towns in 
the county of Hertford, on their reſpective market days, that they were to be 
publickly ducked on the 22d of April, 1751; the Overſeer of the Work- 
| houſe in Tring, (a humane honeſt man) in order to prevent ſuch a daring act 
of inhumanity ordered them into the Work-houſe ; but having intelligence, 
that a body of people were to aſſemble on Monday, carried them to the 
Veſtry-room adjoining to the church, hoping that a reverential reſpect for that 
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place might ſecure them. On Monday morning, in conſequence of the 
notice given, 000 perſons and upwards, aſſembling together, went to the 
Work-houſe, and demanded the objects of their brutal ſport, and upon aſſu- 
rances they were not there, diſbelieving the maſter of the Work-houſe, broke 
into the houſe, and after ſearching cup-boards, boxes, ceilings, &c. de- 
clared their intentions to pull down the houſe, and actually began to put 
their threats and intentions in execution ; having deſtroyed the windows and 


window frames, declared they would burn the remainder, and ſet fire to the 


whole town of Tring, if the poor innocent objects of their vengeance were 
not delivered into their hands. To prevent farther miſchief, they were then 


told they were in the Veſtry-room, which was directly broke open, and they 


were brought out and carried to a pond, and tied up ſeparately in ſheets, 
tying ropes under their arms, firſt dragged the poor woman, who was in the 


7oth year of her age, into the water, which was not more that two feet and 


a half deep in mud and water; and after having. dragged her repeatedly back- 
ward and forwards, by two perſons ſtanding on contrary fides of the pool, ſhe 
was laid on the bank, whilſt her -huſband was ſerved in the ſame manner. A 
man named Colley, went into the pond and ſtirred up the mud, and other- 
wiſe treated the poor old people with the moſt brutiſh cruelty, and then 
collected money of the ſtanders by, as a reward for the pains he had taken 
to ſhew them ſport, (as he termed it) and then dragged the poor woman 
into the pond after the huſband had undergone the fame brutiſh treatment ; 
the woman expired on the ſpot, and the man who was in the 56th year of 
his age, ſurvived their cruelty and recovered, being a very healthy and ſtrong 
man. Colley was tried, convicted, executed, and hanged in chains. If 
fifty out of every thouſand of the rioters had undergone the ſame fate, it 
would have been a, very juſt exertion of the laws of this country againſt ſuch 


barbarous and inhuman wretches. 


ABSTRACT 
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H Ouſe-breaking, next to murder, is a moſt heinous offence, and 
11 is attended with all the terror and horror that human nature 
2 be ſenſible of, Na often is attended with moſt ſhocking cruel- 
les, in human treatment, painful even worſe than death itſelf, and 
frequently murder enſueth: Therefore no puniſhment can be too 
ſevere for ſuch offenders; the following are the puniſhment the laws 
of this country have appointed for ſuch dangerous invaders of 
man's property, and hours of nightly repoſe. | 
Burglary is a breaking and entering of a manſion houſe in the 
night-time, with an intent to commit felony ; whether ſuch feloni- 
ous intent is executed or not. Firſt I ſhall conſider what is a break- 


ing, &c. and where burglary may be committed; the entering of 
an houſe with the doors open is a breaking in the law, yet it is not 


burglary unleſs the door, window or wall be broken, or the latch 
drawn, or the door unlocked: if a man comes into a houſe, and 
enters into a chamber, and there breaks open a trunk, and ſteals 
money or other goods, this is no burglary, becauſe the trunk was 
no part of the dwelling houſe ; but in ſuch caſe, if he breaks open 
the chamber door or any door of a cupboard which is fixed to the 
freehold, this is an actual breaking of the houſe. Kelyng. 

But burglary may be committed without an actual breaking, as 
by thoſe that watch to prevent a diſcovery, whilſt their companions 
break the houſe, and coming down a chimney, by entering with 
the help of a key. By entering, the door being open, and the owner 
of the houſe retiring to a chamber which the offenders breaks open, 
by breaking glaſs in windows, and hooking out of goods, See An- 
derſon, Moore, and Poph. 

By pretending themſelves to be robbed, and raiſing a hue and cry, 
and with a Conſtable demanding. entry,, the owner opens his doors, 
then they bind the Conſtableand rob the houſe. H. P. C. This is in- 
fraudem legis. Z £01857 i mer 

By the help of a ſervant that in opening the door or window, and 
the thief entering, tis burglary in him, and felony in the ſervant. 
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If the maſter lieth in one part of the houſe, the ſervant in another, 
who in the night draws a latch and enters the chamber of his maſ- 
ter with an intent to murder him, it is burglary. 


The following is a very remarkable caſe aſh 0 17 Car. 2, one 


Far, a Solicitor, had obtained judgment agaiyſt the caſual Ejector, 
and the Sheriff delivered poſſeſſion of the h ſe, which he entered 
and ſent the defendant to Newgate for want of bail, and carried 
away goods to a conſiderable value ; but having no colour of any 
title to the houſe, he was found guilty of felony ; and though a So- 
licitor, he could not read, and was hanged. 

By putting in the hand, or a hook in the window, and taking 
out goods; by turning the key, when the door is locked on the in- 
ſide. The Church is a manſion houſe within themeaning of the law. 
And therefore an indictment againſt the offender will lie, where 
a man hath two dwelling houſes, and dwells in each by turns, and 
one is broken, though no perſon is in it, 'tis burglary. | 

A man had a leaſe of a ſhop, which was in the dwelling-houſe of 
another, and the Leſſee worked there in the day-time, but lay in 
another houſe, the ſhop was broke open in the night, and the goods 
ſtolen; this is not burglary, becauſe it was not a manſion or dwell- 
ing-houſe, for it was ſevered from the houſe by the leaſe. | 

A chamber in a College, or Inns of Court, though nobody there- 
in, -or the chamber of a gueſt, broken by the Inn-keeper, with an 
intent to rob, it is burglary ; the reaſon why tis burglary, to break 
open a chamber in the Inns of Court is, becauſe, every gentleman 

hath a ſeveral property in his chamber; but Somerſet Houſe, or 
Whitehall are manſion houſes of the King, and if a chamber is 
broke open there, it muſt be ſo ſet forth in the indictment, and not 
the manſion houſe of the perſon, who lodged therein. Kelyng 27. 
A Barn or Stable contiguous to a dwelling houſe, if broken 
into, is- burglary ; but a Shop 1s not, nor. a Booth ; but yet by 
a particular ſtatute, it is burglary to break it open, and by a 
late ſtatute, to break open a Shop or Warehouſe, belonging to, or 
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or goods to the value of five ſhillings, though no perſon is therein, 

tis burglaryg without reſpect to the intent, it muſt be to commit a 
felony, if it be to commit a treſpaſs; tis not burglary for breaking 
and entering; but going away may be felony, but not burglary. 

If thieves in the Yight-time come to a dwelling-houſe, and a per- 
fon avithin opens ty door to reſiſt them, and one of .the rogues 
ſhoots into the houſe, the door being open, and milling the perſon, 
breaks the wall on the other ſide with the bullet, this is not burglary, 
becauſe the breaking the wall on the other ſide with the bullet, was 
not breaking the houſe with intent to commit felony; but yet 
where one intended to murder, and for that purpoſe, broke a hole 
in the wall in the night, and perceiving where the perſon was in a 
chamber, fhoots at him through the hole, this was held to be burg- 
lary: And 1o by all the late authorities, &c. that breaking adwelling- 
houſe in the night-time, with an intent to kill or rob, though there 
is not any perſon in the houſe, yet tis burglary. Moore, Poph. &c. 

All ancient precedents only ſet forth, that the offender entered 


the dwelling-houſe in the night without a felonious intent; but 


laterly the indictment ſets forth, that ſomebody was in the houſe, 

and put into bodily. fear, becauſe by 23 Henry. 8, Clergy is taken 

away ſrom thoſe who rob a houſe; the owner or dweller, his wife, 

children, or ſervants, then being within, and put in bodily fear: 

Entering in the day-time and lying privately till night, then robs 

and departs, tis not burglary ; but if he breaks open any door to 
et out, 'tis burglary. 

If an houſe was broke open with an intent to commit felony, and 
no body therein, in former times, the offender had his Clergy ; 
but if the dweller had been within, and put in fear; then by the 
ſtatute of Henry 8, Clergy was taken away; for this was eſleemed 
an aggravation of the offence. 


Afterwards in the 18th of Eliz. Clergy was taken away in all caſes 
of burglary: And in the 39th of Eliz. a law was made, that, if a 


houle was broke open in the day-time, and money and goods to 
the value of hve ſhillings taken away out of the houſe, or out-houſe 
thereunto belonging, tho' no perſon therein, yet 'tis felony with- 
out 


1 


out benefit of Clergy: But becauſe goods were often ſtolen in a 
dwelling-houſe without an actual breaking. A law was made, that 
if any perſon feloniouſly take away goods, being in a dwelling houle, 
the owner, or other perſon being therein, and put in fear, or ſhall 


rob any dwelling houſe, any perſon being ufo or ſhall be ac- 


ceſlary to the ſame, or ſhall break any dwellingfnoule, ſhop or ware 
houſe thereunto belonging in the day-time, nd feloniouſly take 
away goods to the value of 5s. though no perſon therein, or ſhall 
_ counſel, hire, or command another to commit burglary, thall not 
have the benefit of Clergy. 
If any perſon enters into the manſion or dwelling-houſe of ano- 
ther, either byday or by night, without breaking the ſame, with an 
intent to commit felony, or being in the houſe commit any felonies, 
and in the night-time breaks the houle to get out, he is guilty of 
burglary, and hath not Clergy. 

Any perſon ſtealing money or goods to the value of forty ſhillings 
or more, being in the dwelling or out-houſe, thereunto belonging, 
tho' the ſame was not actually broken open, and tho' any perſon 
be or be not in ſuch dwelling-houſe or out-houſe thereunto be- 
longing, the aider and aſſiſter therein ſhall be guilty of felony, and 

loſe the benefit of Clergy. 

It was upon this Act that Duplex alias Phillips, Ogden alias Pa- 
liſter, and their accomplices, known by the name of the Coventry 
gang, were tried and convicted for the robbing the houſe of Mr. Bay- 
ley, in the year 17653. 

If two are indicted for a burglary, and one is found guilty of fe- 

lony, and the other of burglary, tis not a good verdict as to the fe- 
lony, becaule the Jury might have found them both guilty of felony, 
but connot find one guilty of felony and the other of burglary up- 
on the ſame indictment and evidence. 

This was the cale of the father and ſon, the 18 being found 
guilty of felony was diſcharged: If two are indicted for the ſame 
burglary, one convicted, and the other acquitted, he who was acquit- 
ted thall never again be tried for the fact; but if he took any goods 
out of the houſe which were not mentioned in the indictment, as 

| | money 
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money of any ſervant, &c.' he may be indicted for that ſelony, be- 
cauſe the fadggs were ſeveral felonies. The feloniouſly ſtealing goods 
out of a barge, boat, or lighter boat, or craft Un a 8 

river, is felony without benefit of Clergy. 

Stealing a horſe\ mare, gelding, or colt, &c. out of a field, park, 
rammen it is felpny without benefit of Clergy; and 15 is the 
ſtealing of ſheep. 
SG R A N N L NR 
Is the ſtealing of goods above the value of twelve-pence. 
PETE: IT L AR GE: N. 

Is the ſtealing of goods valued at Ten-pence. 

With reſpect to the leſſer offence, tis the feloniouſly taking and 
carrying away the perſonal goods from another, not from his per- 
lon, not out of his houſe, and not exceeding the value of 12d. 

If infants under fourteen, and married women, but if a wife take 
the goods of a huſband, it is not felony in the receiver; it is like- 
wiſe no felony if ſhe commits it by the commands of her huſband, 
but if a ſervant commits a felony by the command ve his maſter, it 
is no excuſe for the ſervant. | 

There muſt be an actual taking and carrying away out of one 
room to another; if a carrier hath the poſſeſſion of goods by deli- 
very, and takes them to the perſon for whom they are directed, 
and after delivery takes them away, it is telony, or if goods or veſ- 
ſels containing wine, or ſpirits, he takes out any of the goods, or 
taps the veſſel, and taketh any quantity thereof before delivery, it 
is likewiſe felony. But, if a carrier embezzles them before deli-. 
very, it is no felony, unleſs he privily be determined. But in ſome 
caſes, though the party hath the goods by delivery, yet it is felony 
to go away with them, as if a ſhopkeeper delivers goods to a perſon 
pretending to buy them, and he runneth away with them, it is fe- 


lony, for the goods were not properly out of the owner's poſſeſſion | 


by the delivery, but by compleating the contract which was then 
begun, and by immediately running away, ſhews the intention of 
the party by the coming into the ſhop to get goods into his poſſeſſi- 

on with antmo furaudi. 
A felonious intent, and a ſelony may be committed by a perſon 
who hath the charge or uſe of a thing. as a ſhepherd of ſheep, or a 
Y gueſt 
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gueſt of plate brought for his uſe in an inn; likewiſe by making uſe 


olf a proceſs in order to obtain poſſeſſion, or by obtaining a replevin 


where a man hath no property, and by that means gets a horſe de- 
livered to him, this is a felonious taking. ˖ 

If a gueſt removes goods out of his chamber, ad is taken ware 
he gets out of the inn, or taking a horſe with of em to ſteal, but 
is apprehended before he gets out of the groutd' from whence he 
was departing, is felony; but the riding away with a horle lent, is 
petit larceny. 

If a man hath a property veſted in him for a time, as a bailift, or 
pawn-broker, and the owner privately taketh them away, it is felo- 
ny; ſealing a bond is felony, becaule ' tis a thing in action. 

Taking fiſh in a trunk, or pond, 1s felony, or ſwans in a pool 
or private river. Things that have been /er@ nature, if made tame 
are perſonal goods, as rabbits, deer, partridges, phealants, 1t 1s fe- 
lony to ſteal them knowing them to be tame. 

Hawkes, in keeping pigeons, in dove-houſes, ducks, or any, 
poultry, or domeſtick fowls, horſes, colts, the ſhrowd of a perſon; 
buried, fiſh in ponds adjoining to a manſion houſe, yard, or, gar-: 
dens, taking lead off a church, apples gathered, corn or grals cut, 


obtaining money or goods by falle pretences, {ending threatning- 


letters; and a late writer ſaith, diſtinguiſhing what is only a trel- 
pals, and what is felony, That if a thiet cuts corn, or graſs, plucks 
fruit, or ſevereth ſtones in a quarry at one time, and returns again 


at another time and takes them away, it is felony; by Which, corn 


growing, or graſs not cut, or ſtones not hewed from the rock, is 
only conſidered as a treſpaſs; but the ripping, cutting, or breaking 
with an intent to ſteal, any lead, iron bar, iron gate, iron rail, or 


paliſade, fixed to any court yard, belonging to any garden build- 


ing, or as a fence to any manſion houſe, garden ground, or pleaſure 


ground; the principal and his accomplices, by the 4th George II. 
will be guilty of felony, and ſo will the buyers and receivers thereof. 


The ſtealing of Eaſt India bonds, exchequer tallies, bills, or any 


other ſecurities, is felony, with, or without clergy, and ſo js ſtcal- 


ing woollen goods from tenters, linens from bleaching grounds. 
Mr. Hawkins ſaith, that the meer ſtealing of paper or parch- 


ment on which are written lecurities tor debts, covenants. or obli- 


gations 


11 


gations, or conveyances for land, cannot be conſidered as felony, 
becauſe in thegſelves reſt no property or value. 

Mr. Dalton ſays, That if one thief ſteals another man's property, 
and another thief comes and ſteals them from the firſt, the owner 


may proſecute which yt them he pleaſes. Buying and receiving 
4 goods, knowing them to be ſtolen, is felony, but not without 
ro 


Killing or maiining ſheep malicioully in the _ time, 
18 — for ſeven years. 

There is one act J muſt not omit taking notice -of; the 4d called 
Jonathan Wild's act, who kept a kind of office for the buying and 
receiving of ſtolen goods, had a conttivance by a ſmall door in a 
wall, by putting through an arm to receive the gods, without the 
perſon receiving them being ſeen, and advertiſed that any perſon 
robbed by applying to him, might have them again at a very conſi- 
derable conſideration under the value; it being found, that by this 
practice, a gang of villains aſſociated themſelves together in defiance 
of the laws, and to the detriment and ruin of many: A law was 
made in the time of George I. whereby it was enacted, That who- 
ever ſhall take a reward under the pretence of helping any one ta 


ſtolen goods, ſhall ſuffer as the felon who ſtole them, unleſs he 


cauſe ſuch principal felon to be apprehended and brought to trials 
and ſhall allo give evidence againſt him; Wild was a native of Wol- 
verhamptoa, a moſt notorious villain, highwayman, -&c. but after 
the paſſing the aforeſaid act, and continuing his old trade, was de- 
tected, convicted, and executed upon that ſtatute. If there were: not 
receivers, there would be no thieves, and yet men that are known 
to be ſuch offenders, and who have bought of a gang of villains, the 


molt conſiderable part of the ſtolen property, and to a large amount, 


and by the public in general ſuſpected of carrying on an illicit and 
unfair trade; ſuch men are counteuanced and encouraged to the 


injury and diſcouragement of the fair trader, witneſs the buyer and 


receiver of the ſtolen goods and plate, for which the the two convicts 
| were executed, who ſince boaſts; that he hath gained 100001. in a 
very ſhort period, whilſt the virtuous and honeſt tradeſmen from the 
difficult times, have been haxdly' able to pri; dan food. for ther 
la milies. 

By 6th of George III. it is enacted, That the wilful and, mali · 
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_ ous tearing,'cutting, ſpoiling, burning, or defacing of the garments 
or clothes of any perſon paſſing in the ſtreets, or highways, is felo- 
ny; the caſting aquæ fortis, &. is within the ſtatute. 8 
The deſtroying of timber. or other trees, ſtealing of ſhrubs, and 
plants, the one a penalty, the laſt tranſportat n. 11.33% | 
The forging any dced, bond, writing, bill, or note, witb' an in- 
tent to defraud, is felony without benefit of Clergy. 
The great Sir M. Hale ſpeaking of that cruel and inhuman crime, 
the raviſhing by force either child or woman, ſays a rape is a moſt. 
deteſtable crime, and therefore ought ſeverely and impartially to be 
puniſhed with death; but it muſt be remembered that it is an accu- 
lation, eaſy to be made, hard to be proved, but harder to be de- 
fended by the party accuſed, though innocent: I have known (ſaith 
that learned judge) two inſtances of malicious proſecutions that 
had come under his notice, and mentions thoſe inftances by way of 
* caution, as neceſlary to be obſerved on trials for offences of this 
nature, wherein the court, and jury may with ſo much eaſe be im- 
poſed upon, without great care and vigilence: the heinouſneſs of 
the offence many times tranſports the judge and jury with fo much 
indignation, that they are over haſtily carried to the conviction of 
the perſon accuſed thereof by the confident teſtimony of ſometimes 
falſe and malicious witneſſes; and this 1s likewiſe applicable to that 
deteſtable and unnatural crime, either with man or beaſt, both 
are felony without benefit of Clergy. i . 
And by the ſtatute of Geo. I. it is enacted in the following terms, 
viz. And for the effectual preventingthe wilful caſting away, burning, 
or otherwiſe deſtroying of ſhips, by the owners, matters, and mari- 
ners thereof, and thereto belonging; be it enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That if any owner, captain, maſter, mariner, or other 
officer belonging to any ſhip, ſhall after the 24th day of June, which 
ſhall be in 1718, wilfully caſt away, burn, or otherwiſe deſtroy the 
ſhip of which he 1s owner, or to which he belongeth, or in any man- 
ner of way direct, or procure the ſame to be done, to the prejudice 
of any perſon or perſons that ſhall underwrite any policy, or poli- 
cies of inſurance thereon, or of any merchant or.merchants that 
ſhall load goods thereon, ſhall be guilty of felony, without benefit 


of Clergy. f 


4 
Puoccedings in the Years 1763, 1764, 1765, and 1766. 


1 HE following particulars relate to ſuch notorious offenders that 
| came under my notice from January, 1763, to the year 1766, not 


being connected withythe Coventry gang; and which are placed in ro- 


tation, that I might n& break into the narrative of thoſe notorious 6f- 
fefders. DE ON 
William Cole was committed by me, September 23, 176g, on a ſtrong 
ſuſpicion of being concerned with others, in the breaking into the dweE 
ling houle of John Secker, late of this city, deceaſed, and taking there- 
out, feloniouſly, one thirty-ſhilling piece of money, one nine-{hilling 
piece, fix guineas, twenty-nine half guineas, and of the ſame ſpecie to 
a much larger amount; the robbery was committed in the night of the 
25th of October, 1762, and the next day Mr. Secker came to me, and 
made oath thereof; the following is his information: but he died before 
Cole was committed. As there was ſome very ſingular circumſtances 
that attended this robbery, the particulars of my proceedings on that 
matter, will be found in the appendix at the end of this volume, and 
which I publiſh to remove ſuſpicion from innocent perſons. 


Coveniry ( The Inſormation of ohm Steter, of this Ci, taker on Oath this Day before me, uo 


to wit. ( who ſays as follou's, 


That his dwelling, houſe, ſituated in Croſs Cheaping and Weſt Orchard, in the parifh' of 
Trinity, in this city, was broke open between the hours of eleven and four this morning, 


4 


and one hundied pounds in gold, and ten pounds ten ſhillings in half crowns, and ſome 
ſmaller pieces of flver coin, and tea-cheſt were ſelopioufly flolen and taken thereout; that he 
hath great: cauſe! to ſuſpect John Jerviſe; Solomon Moore, Tipper, Pepper, and James Sly 
to have been concerned in the ſaid robbery. Signed, FV 
Taken and Sworn before me, OA. 26, 1762, J. HRwrrr. JOHN SECKER. 
The above perſons were examined, and proved thetr innocence. 


On January 3, 1764, I committed Ryley John of this City for divers 
felonies, which being proved againſt him, he was condemned, and after- 
wards tranſported, but returned before the expiration of his time, was 


committed at Maidſtone, but not being proſecuted, was diſcharged ;'ashe 


hath thispreſent year, 1784, been again committed and tried for ſimilar 
offences, L ſhall. incert the particular charges that were againſt him, in 

the appendix at the end of this volume. | 
Abraham Gaſcoign was committed by me, January 8, 1764, for fe- 


loniouſly ſtealing from his maſter, Cornet John Wright, of dragoons, a 
(*) | gold 
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gold ring ſet with diamonds, one neat lapelled waiſtcoat, and a ſilver 
punch ladle from Mrs. Awſon; and Richard Algor, for receiving the 
laid things, knowing them to be ſtolen; his maſter from*tenderneſs de- 
fired me to intercede in his behalf, and that he might be permitted to 
liſt as a ſoldier in a regiment going for India; I wyvte to the judge then 
at Leiceſter, and received the following anſwer, ynd which relates to 
other matters I thought it neceſſary to acquainf his lordſhip with, fe— 
lating to perſons that had been tried (and remained in cuſtody) the laſt 
aſſize. 


SIR, Leiceſter, April 9. 1764. 

My brother received your favour juſt as he was ſtepping into the coach to go to court, 
and hath therefore conſigned the ofhce of anſwering it, to me; as to Mr. Wright's attendance 
it is ſo neceſſary, he cannot diſpenſe with it, if he is bound to proſecute; and as for the pri- 
ſoner he cannot undertake to inliſt him into any of his majeſty's troops by his own authority, 
but if the priſoner ſhould plead guilty, which he will not adviſe him to do, in that caſe Mr. 
Wright's attendance will not be needful, and it may be a motive to recommend the priſoner 
to mercy : as to the other perſons you mention, my brother will take care of them, agreeable 
to your deſire. I have nothing farther in command, than to preſent my brothers reſpects to 
you, and to offer you thoſe of Your obedient humble ſervant, 

| Foln Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. A. P—, 

This ſame aſſize S. Featherſtone, a fortune-teller, who was committed 


by me, was tried, convicted, and tranſported. 


On November 19, 1764, one William Scofield was taken up at a diſ- 
_ orderly houſe, without Grey Fryer's Gate, and brought before me for 
miſbehaviour; upon making enquiry of the perſons of the houſe, who 
were likewile brought with the priſoner; I found he had brought a large 
bundle, containing both men and women's apparel, and Scofield givin 
a very ſuſpicious account, pretending they were his own and his wife's 
property, but I was not to be deceived, and directly ſent to Mr. Simpſon 
the town-clerk for Lichfield, and received for anſwer the letter herewith 
connected, upon which I fully committed him on the following charge, 
for the ſtealing out of the dwelling houſe of Thomas Wright, of Fradley, 
in the county of Stafford, one brown great coat, one fuſtian frock, one 
red waiſtcoat, two pair of ſtays, one black damalk waiſtcoat, one brown 
wig, one felt hat, three gowns, two pair gloves, three handkerchiefs, a 
{ilk capuchin, a red cloak, ſix ſhifts, three pair of hoſe, and other ap- 
parel; and wrote to the chief magiſtrate of Lichheld, my ſuſpicion of a 
robbery having been committed, and received the following anſwer, the 
N particulars 
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particulars that attended it, with the circumſtances, will be found in the 
appendix. 5 
SIR, 4 f Lichfield, November 19, 1764. 

I received the favor of yours, and according to your directions, communicated the contents 
to our chief magiſtrate, Mr. Webb, who immediately diſpatched a perſon to Fradley, to make 
the neceſſary enquiries into tte robbery which you juſtly ſuppoſed to have been committed; 
the cixcumſtances of which you; will be farther informed of, by a man who is ſet out for Co- 
vergry to-day, and will attend you, his name is Right, the priſoner's real name is Scofield. 

; I am, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 


F. Hewilt, Eſq; Coventry. | C. SIMPSON. 
Upon the committing of Scofield, I applyed to Sir John Fielding, 


agreeable to the firſt account I received from himſelf, upon his exami- 


nation, in expectation of diſcovering ſome perſons named by him, re- 
ſiding in London, being accomplices with him; in the mean while I 
had an anſwer to my letter to the bailiff of Lichfield, from Mr. Simpſon, 
which laid open the whole ſcene of villiany Scofield had been guilty of, 
and it appeared from a large knife left in the houſe by Scofield, that had 
the man, and the whole family been in bed, murder muſt have been the 
conſequence, part of them being at a wake: I have incerted my pro- 
ceedings on this matter, to ſhew how neceſlary it is for all magiſtrates to 


be circumſpe and minute in the examination of ſtrangers and ſuſpected 


perſons, who may by incidental occurrances be brought under their 
notice; this man putting up at a houſe of ill fame, and quarrelling with 
a girl about a cloak and a pair of ſtays, brought him under my notice, 
he not fulfilling his promiſes made for a night's lodging with her, a quar- 
rel enſued upon it. Sir John Fielding, as he ever did upon all occaſi- 
ons, attended to the account I ſent him, and ſent me the following 


anſwer. 
Bow Street, November 1764. 

Sir John Fielding's compliments to Alderman Hewitt, has "enquired aſter Scofield, at the 
Kettle drums in Ratcliff Highway, no ſuch man to be heard of. Andrew Wilkinſon at the 
Swan, King's Arms Stairs, now lives at the White Horſe, Cripple Gate, Elizabeth Reeves 
has been gone out of town three months, ſuch a letter was wiote as you ſpeak of, and Wil- 
kinſon has. heard of ſuch things being loſt, and from a farther enquiry it appears that Eliza- 


beth Reeves now lives at the Magpy in Leiceſter, kept by Kit Brown. Wiſhing you the ho- 


nor and ſucceſs due to your extraordinary diligence, and am, with Lady Fielding's compli- 

ments, 5 Your moſt obedient ſervant, | 

Jo Joln Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. kL6:FTELDAING. 
And as a farther proof of his great reſpect and regard for me, on his 

firſt coming into this country with the then Lady Fielding, on his way 

to Lichfield, ſent me the following note. 


- 
: 
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Sir John Fielding preſents his reſpectſul compliments to Mr. Alderman Hewitt, though lie 


went poſt through Coventry this morning, could not, without a manifeſt breach of duty and 


politeneſs, omit making an enquiry after bis valuable health. If he returns the ſame way, 
ſhall hope for an opportunity of ſpending au hour with, hiw, 0 


Coventry, Friday Morning. J. FIELDING. 
Ll 


And agreeable to his promiſe, on his return gave me immediate no- 
tice of his arrival at Coventry; the hour he propoled proved a long me, 
though it appeared very ſhort to us, when we were ſummoned to part 
by the riling of the ſun, after having ſpent a long and moſt agreeable 
evening, on variety of raatters which had come under our reſpective cog- 
nizance, and the opinions of the learned judges and great lawyers of 
this nation, on the moſt intricate and difficult caſes of felonies, mur- 
ders, &c. 


THE Extraordinary caſe of Richard Smith, a notorious highway- 
man, houſe breaker, and buyer or receiver of ſtolen goods, was in the 
month of March, 1765, committed by me for returning from tranſporta- 
tion before his time: he was ſeveral times tried at the Old Bailey, and 
other courts, either turned king's evidence, or by great art and cunning 
eſcaped juſtice; he was at laſt tried and convicted at the above mention- 
ed court for buying and receiving of a parcel of ſtolen candles. His 
being apprehended at Coventry was as unexpected and extraordinary as 
any incident of his hiſtory, and. his acquittal when, trying at Coventry, 
not leſs ſurprizing and unexpected ; I ſhall give the particulars in the 


appendix or ſupplement to this work, with an account of. his travels, 


&c. when in America, and the means. by which he returned, and other 
curious papers found in his pocket: Likewiſe that notorious family 
of impoſtors, belonging to the Coventry Gang, mentioned in the ad- 
vertiſement, page 186, and who eſcaped in the year 1781, from the 
pariſh of Foleſhill and county of this city, after having taken in both 
city and country to a large amount: alfo will be publiſhed, a ſecond 
edition of the hiſtory of Lady Wilbrahammon, alias Mullineux, alias 
Irvin, &c. &c. and Miſs Ramſay, t:vo notorious impoſtreſſes: theſe are 
matters likewiſe of the year 1766, and which will be found in the appen- 
dix or ſupplement. 


\ [iss ] 


INTRODUCTION 


To the Proceedings againſt REW, TOWNSEND, CH IPMAN, 
8 ATC HET, and their Gang. 


J* the 1 year 1738, I . applied to for my aſſiſtance i in the appre- 
hending and bringing to juſtice a gang of notorious offenders, 
highway-men, houſe-breakers, &c, who had committed innumerable 
robberies in this city and county, amongſt whom was John Rew of 
this city, an old offender, who had in the year 1730, been concern- 
ed in another gang of dangerous villains, but obtained his pardon 
on his bench and turning king's evidence t his accom- 
Plices. | 

Part of the WET 377A conitmitted by hatin at this time, were the 
breaking into the ſhop of Mr. Goodall, ſhoemaker, Croſs Cheaping, 
Coventry; the cellar of Mr. George Secker ; the houſe of Mr. Mead- 


lin, Gosford Street; the houſe of Edward Smith, gentleman, and 


another houſe not inhabited, though property therein. 
The robbing of Mr. Mayo, of Bagginton, in Coventry Park, 
and divers farmers in different parts of the country. 
Rew was firſt purſued and apprehended upon my warrant, and 
committed to Leiceſter goal; the ſeveral informations received 
from that reſpectable gentleman, and magiſtrate, Mr. Stratford, were 
in conſequence of the diſcoveries firſt made by me, and application 
to him for his aſſiſtance. In thoſe inſorinations, taken by that wor- 
thy gentleman, are the particulars of part of the amazing number 
of robberies committed by this gang of villains, whoſe eſcaping lo 
repeatedly without being diſcovered, was owing to the manage- 
ment and contrivances of the buyers and receivers of their tlolen 
goods, which had occalioned a general alarm both in the city and 
county of Coventry, as well as the. adjacent country; the lirfl ap- 
plication made to me was by Mr. Mecadlin on account of his rob- 
bery. | 
Rew, Hankenloh, Dogon; and the wiſc of. Rew were taken up. 


it is needleſs to particularize their robberies, the examinations and 
Aa contel- 
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confeſſions are ſufficient ſor the public ; ſatisfaftion. 1 have given 
the method of my proceedings for the apprehending and diſcover- 
ing the robbers, and receivers of theirt ſtolen goods, and which I 
have ever found attended with ſucceſs, when I have received pro- 
per authority to juftify me in fo doing, looſing not a moment's timę 
in the firſt outſet. . Aſter having ſecured ator, e every of- 
fender that had 1 the aſſiduity of, Mr. Aratford, who remain- 

ed in the country, I determined upon purſuing thoſe that hag 
fled to London, and, on my arrival, immediately conſulted my cor- 
reſpondent, Sir John Fielding, in order to apprehend Chipman. 
and deſired that Mr. Marſden, his clerk, might attend me on-this 
bufineſs: I then formed a plan for the diſcovering of Chipman, 

who was the man ſpoken of in Boules' letter, which I had ſeen and 


| intercepted before it was delivered to Boules; in confequence of 


the reward I had offered, I was then but a young magiſtrate, and 
could not fit down without the ſatisfaction of having every perfon 
belonging to this gang of villains ſecured, and without the leaſt at- 
ſurance of being paid my expences, or rewarded for the unremit- 
ting pains I took. The plan I formed was to have a letter wrotd 
and directed for the father of Chipman, then in Londan, at the 

pipe-makers, Featherſtone Street; for Marſden I borrowed a coun- 
try man's great coat, and a pair of clown's boots, who was to take 
the letter with my warrant, properly back d by Sir John Fielding; 
with an aſſiſtant in waiting at a proper diſtance, mytelf went ta a 
public houfe, or bcer-houſe in the neighbourhood, to my great 
ſurprize, the old man, father of Chipman, accidentally came in, 
and immediately addreſſed himſelf to me, not then ſuſpecting the 
inquicry I was upon; Marſden returning, I gave him the wink 
not to come to me, nor the box I was fitting 1 in ; he took the hint; 
I immediately deſired the old man to accept of a pot of porter and 
fit down whilſt I wrote a note to a maſter weaver I dealt with in 
 Moortields ; and I afterwards took an opportunity of ſlipping a 


hint in writing into the hands of Mr. Marſden, with directions by 
{ome means, to change his dreſs, and diſguiſe himſelf, in order to 
follow the old man out, and watch him to his lodgings; Marſden 
went out and returned ſo ſpeedily, that coming in unexpectedly, 


and fo eftectually equipp'd, I did not at firſt know him; as foon as 
the 
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the old man had drank hjs beer, I bid him good bye, and he ſoon 
went away and Marſdey after him. A few hours after Marſden 
came to my lodgings and informed me of his proceedings, that af- 
ter following the old man'from different houſes till dark, which he 
took down and leg him in another beer-houſe, where he and his 
ſon generally called at every evening, near which he lodged, in a 
dong lane, Moorheldsz Marſden had met with a man who was ac- 
quainted with the ſon, and by appointment was to meet him at a 
coffee-houſe near eleven in the evening, and gave him a direction 
where the ſaid J. Chipman lodged and worked: Being exceeding 
anxious for the apprehending of this villain, I determined to be at 
the coffee-houſe at the time appointed myſelf, without ſaying a 
word of my deſign to Marſden, who I had inſtructed to give out a 
moſt barbarous and bloody murder had been committed, and 
Chipman was ſaſpected to be a principal, and a reward of ten 
guineas was to be paid on the apprehending him; between the 
hours of cleven and twelve I took the oftter of Mr. Cremer, who 
kept the White Hart Inn, Alderſgate Street, with me, upon this mid- 
night adventure, and went to the coffe-houſe, Marſden was to meet 
the perſon aforeſaid ; I placed mylelf in a box then vacant, and 
ſoon perceived Marſden in a diſtant corner, ſurrounded with Co- 
ventry filk-weavers, but I had diſguiſed myſelf too cloſe to be 
known. I heard Marſden ſetting forth the horrid deed, and his 
audience expreſſed their wiſhes and endeavours to diſcover Chip- 
man: without his noticing me he went out to ſearch Chipman's 
lodgings, but without ſucceſs ; the next day certain intelligence 
being received he had entered aboard a man of war, and which 
was failed that day for the Indies, and it was ſuppoſed on account 
of the letter, dated Jan. 15, 1758, and Chipman's wife without be- 
ing ſigned, but directed to the lame houſe, which he ſent to Coven- 
try having fallen into my hands, of which advice was ſent him. I 
gave up the purſuit as uleleis, and advertiſed him in the newl- 


papers. 
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Letters, Examinatiqns, and Informations, of REW, TOWNSEND, 
PATCHETT, CHIPMAN, and their Gang. 1 


Warwickſhire The Inſormaeon of Mary the wife of Abraham Straw, of the Pariſh of Badg- 
to wit. ley Enſor, in the County of Warwick, taken before me, one of his Maje/ly's Juſbices 
of the Peace for the County aforeſaid, this gd Day of Fanuary, 1738. 
HIS informant ſaith upon her oath, that about the gth of December laſt, ſhe bought 
two yards of check linen, and about the quantity of three or four ounces of tea, of 
Mary the wife of John Smart, of Badgley Enſor, in the county of Warwick aforeſaid, tam- 
my weaver; for which linen and tea, ſhe gave the ſaid Mary Smart two ſhillings and three 
halfpence, a mug of ale, and ſome bread and cheeſe: and ſince the time above mentioned, 
the ſaid Mary Straw hath bought at ſeveral times of the ſaid Mary Smart, two yards and 
quarter of check linen, three yards of white linen, and a ſmall remnant of check linen, of 
about half a yard, ſome laces, ſome pins, and ſome thread, for which the faid Mary Straw 
gave the ſaid Mary Smart, 38. 6d. in money, and 15s. 23d. in ale. This informant further 
iaith, that at the time ſhe bought theſe things, ſhe aſked the ſaid Mary Smart if they was 
not ſtolen goods, and the ſaid Mary Smart told her they was ſtolen, but neither her nor 
her huſband had ſtolen them; but a man ſtole them, and they were brought to a barn be- 
| tween Stockingford and Coventry, but the man who ſtole them is now in Leiceſter goal, 
and that there were more perſons concerning in ſelling goods that was ſtolen by the ſame 
man that is in priſon, beſides her and her huſband, and a man at Nuneaton; and further 
this informant ſaith that the ſaid Mary Smart told her, that ſhe knew the ſhop in Coventry 
from whence the things ſhe bought were ftolen, and likewiſe ſeveral other things that ſhe 
had to fell, but refuſed to tell this informant whoſe things they were: And further this in- 
formant ſaith not. | | 7 5 . 
Lalen and Sworn before me, the Day and Year MARY STRA W. 
above written. F. STRATFORD. 


Warwickſhire } The Information of Samuel Shilton, of Badgley, in the County of Warwick, taken 
to wit. before me, one of his Majeſly's Fuflices of the Peace, for the County aforeſaid, this gd 
| | Day of Fanuary, 1758. : ge 400) | 
THIS informant ſaith on his oath, That on the 29th of December laſt, he bought of 
Mary Smart of Badgley, in the county of Warwick aforeſaid, one pair of new men's pumps, 
and about three yards of white linen, for which he gave the ſaid Mary Smart, five ſhillings 
and ten pence, but this informant knoweth not whether they were ſtolen goods: And further 
this informant ſaith not. | ar | | | 
+, Taken and ſworn before me, the Day and Tear | The Mark of 
above w rilten, F. STRATFORD. SAMUELXSHILTON. 
Warwickſhire} Tue Information of Francis Crow, of Badgley Enſor, in the County of War- 
to wit. 4 wick, Collier; taken upon Ozth brfore me, one of has Majefty's Fulices of the Peace for 
1 A the County aforeſaid; this 5th Day of Fanuary, 1758. by 
This informant ſaith upon his oath, That about this time was twelve months, but the 
particular day this informant cannot recolle&, his brother-in-law, John Smart of Badgley 
Enſor, tammy weaver, aſked the informant if he would-be true to him, and go with him 
to. Corley Moore, to a certain 9 + mile and a half of Coyentry, y— 
TY 3 i 
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ſaid there were ſugar-plumbs, tobacco, and other thibgs, which a man who lived either ai, 


or by Coventry, brought and put them into the ſaid/bamn; and told? him, the ſaid John 
Smart where they were laid in the barn, and added that the ſaid man took them out ol a 
ſhop in Coventry, one high windy night, but mentioned no time when they were taken, 
nor from whoſe ſhop ; the ſaid John Smart further told this informant, that if he would go 
along with him, he ſhould have part of the goods, and a ſhirt ; but this informant told 
him he would have nothing to do with him, and would nq go: This informant further 
fays, that upon Monday laſt, the aforeſaid John Smart pulled out of his pocket a ſtick, on 


which was the mark of a key, which he immediately ſnatched out of his, this informant's 


hand, put it in his pocket again, and immediately went to Sarah Crows, on Poleſworth 


Common: And further this informant ſaith not. | 
Taten and Sworn before me, the Day and Year The Mark of 
above written, F. STRATFORD. FRANCIS X CROW. 


And the above named Francis Crow doth further ſay upon his oath, that diſcourſing yeſ- 
terday with the aboyeſaid John Smart about his receiving the ſtolen goods, he adviſed him 
to confeſs, and turn King's evidence, to which the ſaid John Smart anſwered, he would 
ſooner die than confels. | | 
Warwickſhire The Examination of John Smart, of Badgley Enſor, in the County of Warwick, 

to wit. Tammy Weaver, taken before me, one of his Majeſty's Fuſlices of the Peace for the ſaid 
County of Warwick, this 5th Day of Fanuary, 17582 | 

This examinant denies that he ever had any diſcourſe with his brother-in-law Francis 
Crow, or any other perſons, about the barn on Corley Moore, or about any goods. which 
were ſtolen, and put into that, or any other place, except upon a Sunday about ſix weeks 
ago, an acquaintance of his, one John Rew, now in Leiceſter goal on ſuſpicion of felony, 


came to this examinant at Richard Bailis's houſe in Stockingford, and told him that he had 


found ſome things coming from Coventry, and had put them under a hedge juſt below Mr. 


- Bewdy's, and that he might have them, if he would go for them; which he accordingly did, 


and found there a wallet laced up, that he did not then open it, but ſlipping the lace aſide, 
he ſaw a piece of check linen plad, which he believes to be the ſame with that now pro- 
duced to him, which was found yeſterday in ſearching John Crow s houſe, at Badgley En- 
for aforeſaid, that he gave the wallet to his wife Mary Smart, who lived in the houle of che 
ſaid John Crow: And further this examinant ſaith not. 5 
Taten before me, the Day and Year above The Mark of 
written, F. 5 1 RA TT G RP. JOHN N SMART. 


Warwickſhire The Examination of Sarah the Wife of John Crow, the Younger, of Badgley En- 

to wit. for, in the County of Warwick, taken beſore me, one of his Majeſty's Juſlices of the 

Peace for the County aforefaid, this 5th Day of Fanuary, 1758. | 

This examinant ſaith on her oath, that ſor a month paſt, her brother-in-law John Smart 
of Badgley Enſor, tammy weaver, has reſided with her father-in-law John Crow, at Badg- 
ley Enſor aforeſaid, during which time ſhe was reſident in the faid John Crow's houſe, and 
ſaw the ſaid John Smart every day, and that ſhe verily believes during the whole month, he 
neither worked at his own trade, or any thing elſe, but ſeemingly was full of money, both 
him and his wife: This examinant further ſaith, that ſhe bought a piece of check linen of 


Mary Smart, which ſhe believes to be the ſame which is now produced, marked No. 2, 


that ſhe ſcrupled to make it up fearing it might be ſtolen, upon which Mary Smart ſaid ſhe 
need not fear, for ſhe ſhould come to no hurt; and farther this examinant ſaith, that ſhe was 


. preſent at the time when the conſtable and Samuel Shilton were yeſterday ſearching John 


_ Crow's 
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Crow's houſe at Badgley Enſor aforgſaid, and ſaw the ſaid conſtable take a woollen cap out 
of the hands of El-abeth the wife 4 the ſaid John Crow, which woollen cap is now pro- 
duced, and ſhe believes it to be thd ſame: And further this examinan: ſaith not. 
Taten and Sworn before mg, the Day and Year The Mark of 
above wruten. F. S T K TOR. SARAH X CRO W. 


uonvary 6, 1758. John Smart declared before ſeveral people at the Spread Eagle In Poleſ- 
worth, which he deſired might be taken in writing, and given to Mr. Stratford the juſtice, 
and ſaid hewould tell him more if ever he could fee him; John Smart ſaid, that about the 
1 3th day of Nov. laſt, John Rew and William Chipman came from Coventry to Stocking- 
ford, to ſee if he could get the ſaid Re any work, for he durſt not ſtay at home any longer, 
Smart got him a loom and gear of his maſter Bailey, where he worked, and gothim a piece 
to work from Nuneaton, and in the ſecond week after he came, Rew aſked Smart to go 
with him to Coventry to help to get ſome of his goods away, for fear his landlord ſhould 
ſeize them for rent, fo he went with him to Coventry on the Friday, but Rew did not care 
to go home to his houte till late in the night, he ſent Smart to let the wife know where he 
was, and late in the night they both went to Rew's houſe, and ſtaid a little time, and then 
went to William Chipman's houſe, near Gosford gate, and Rew and the ſaid Chipman had 
ſome talk, and then they all three went to Maydling's houſe in Gosford Street, and Rew un- 
locked the entry door, and-undid a door in the yard, and got aladder, and undid the par- 
lour window, and then opened the door out of the parlour into the yard, and then they all 
three went into the parlour or ſhop, and took out three caniſters of tea, lump ſugar, 
three pieces of check'd linen, one piece of ſhirt cloth, and ſeveral other things; Chipman 
took part and went home, and Rew and I went to Rew's houſe, he gave his wife ſomething, 
but it was dark, ſo I could not tell what it was; then Rew and I went back to Stockingford 
to our maſter's, and we hid the things in our maſter's barn from Saturday morning till 
Monday, and then Rew deſired my wiſe to ſell ſome of the tea, and other things, ſo my 
wife and I brought them to Badgley, and fold part of them as follows, to Samuel Shilton's 
wife, two yards of check d linen; to Shilton's daughter, one yard and two nails of plad ſor 
an apron, and three yards and two nails of ſhirt cloth, ſome thread and pins, and three 
baſons full of tea for eighteen pence ; and he ſold the ſaid Samuel Shilton a ſhirt, cloth, and 
a pair of pumps; but he ſaid he did not know where any of the other things were ſold, but 
he thought he had three yards of check'd linen ſtole while the things was at his mother Crow's, 
ſor the, and John Crow's wife knew of them, but he did not tell them that he had ſtole 
them: he allo ſaid that he did hide them in ſome buſhes on Grindon Common for ſome 
days, and then he took them, and did hide them in the hay loſt over the ſtable belonging 
to the Quakers Meeting at Badgley, beſore he durſt take them home to his mother Crow's: . 
all this was ſpoken by the faid John Smart, as witneſs, 

SAMUEL. K. E T. TL E. 


City of Coventry, at the Bull-Head, in Biſhop Street, 7th Jan. 1758. 
5 A Copy of John Smart's Conſeſſion. 

1 JOHN SMART of Atherſtone, in Warwickſhire, got an acquaintance at. Foleſhill with 
John Rew of Coventry, and at Mr. Edward's at che aforeſaid place of Foleſhill: I the ſaid 
John Smart, and John Rew, did ſteal of the ſaid Mr. Edwards three geeſe, or ganders ; 
and the laid John Smart doth further acknowledge, that John. Rew and William Chipman 
in Gosford ſtreet, Coventry, did ſteal out of a taylor's ſhop, in. High-ſtreet, three meng 
coats, which the ſaid William Chipman and Rew did bring to the ſaid John Rew's houſe 
and the ſaid John Smart ſaw the ſame, but did not ſteal them; and ſometime ſince, about 


2 the 
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the 18th day of Nov. 1757, John Rew and William © tipman, and I {the ſaid John Smart) 


did aſſiſt in robbing Mr. Goodall's ſhop of four pair qt pumps, two pfir of women's ſhoes, 
and a pair of men's boots; and on the 23th Nov. 173), I the faid John Smart, John 
Rew, and William Chipman, but John Rei did unlock the Het door of John Maydlin's 
in Gosford ſtreet, and locked it again, and undid the back door, and then the faid John 


 Rew and William Chipman did aid and aſſiſt each other, and got a ladder and reared the 


lame, and got to a window and broke the ſame, and got the key of the cotter- pin out, and 
got within the houſe of ſaid John Maydlin, and took chereout three caniſters of tea, and 


ſome lump ſugar, which the ſaid John Rew gave to his wife the ſame night, and when I, 


the ſaid John Smart, John Rew, and William Chipman, had took ſeveral things of value 
out of the ſaid John Maydlin's houſe, which we all parted, and the ſaid William Chipman 
took part of the above-ſaid things to his own houſe ; all the above written 1, the ſaid, John 
Smart, do hereby teſtify of a truth. | al 

5 Sworn before ] HEWITT. 


JOHN SMART doth here make confeſſion, that he, the informer, and John Rew, about 
a year and half ago, went to a houſe at Foleſhill Heath, and took out of the goole-houſe 
four geeſe, and about a fortnight after took from the ſame place three geeſe, three ſowls, 
and two ducks; and about the ſame time we took from a pit, near Mr. Stafford's, four geeſe; 
about Chriſtmas was a twelve month, 4 the ſaid John Smart, and William Chipman, took 
out of a window one pair of ſtockings, one handkerchief, ſome laces, and fome binding; 
about a year and a half ago, the ſaid Rew. and me unlocked a door at Coventry, and took 
eut of a place a parcel of linen yarn, wound upon ſpools; abouta year and half ago, the 
ſaid Rew and me un locked the door of a barn, and took out of the {aid place a gun, which 


Re took with him; about Michaelmas laſt, me, Rew, and Chipman, took from Mr. Smart's 


near Coventry, five geeſe; the time as we broke the houſe of John Maydlin's, there was 
two pair of ſtockings as I forgot to mention in my firſt conſeſſion, and ſome head clothes. 


wig em The Examinalion of Mary the Wife of John Smart, of Badgley Enfor. in the 


to wit. County of Warwick, Tammy Weaver, taken before me, one of his Majeſly's Juſtices 
of the Peace ſor the ſaid County, this gi Day of Fanuary, 1758. | 


THIS Examinant having been charged upon the oath of Mary the wife Abraham Straw, 


taken before me, with having received and ſold divers quantities of check'd linen cloth, and 


ſeveral other things in the Mary Straw's examination, particularly mentioned, all which 
goods the ſaid mary Smart did confeſs to the ſaid Mary Straw, the knew were ſtolen by a 
man now in Leiceſter goal, on ſuſpicion of felony, and that the faid goods were ſtolen from 
a ſhop in Coventry, and brought to a barn in or near Stockingford, in the county of 
Warwick, but the ſaid Mary Smart reſuſed to tell the ſaid Mary Straw from whom they 
were ſtolen; aud this examinant, Mary Smart, having been examined before me faith, 
That about this day was lix weeks, her huſband, John Smart, brought to a barn belonging 
to Richard Bailey's in Stockingford, from where this examinant took out and carried to her 


father's houſe, in Badgley Enlor aforeſaid, a wallet laced up, in which was the following 


goods; check'd linen about half a dozen yards, white cloth three yards, pins about a do- 
zen rows, and about ſix thread laces, a ſmall quantity of tea, and about an ounce of thread, 
white, blue, and fad colours, that her huſband, John Smart, told her that the faid goods 
came from a ſhop in Coventry, kept by one Mr. Mitland, or ſome ſuch name, but did 
not tell her the ſame was ſtolen; and ſhe further faith, that the pumps and cloth that ſhe 


Aold to Samuel Shilton, of Badgley Enfor, and which are mentioned in her examination, 


taken 
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taken beſore me on oath, upon thqyd day of this inſlant January, were the proper ads of 
her huſhand John Smart, as he told her. And this examinant denies that ſhe told the ſaid 
Mary Straw that fit knew of any ofher perſon | or perlons whatever, chat ſold goods for the 
man no in Leiceſter goal: This *xaminant owns that ſhe told Samuel Shilton that John 
Rew's wife (who is a tameny, weaver in Coventry) had, three braſs cocks is ſell, but ſhe never 
ſaw the ſaid ebcks. She farther ſaith; that about 18 weeks ſince, to the beſt of this ex- 
aminant's remembrance, her huſband John Smart, ſent her to Leiceſter to ſee John Rey 
then, And were in the goal at chat place, and to aſł him whether the goods, which, were in 
the wallet were ſtolen, to which the ſaid John Rew would give her no  faislagory anſwer, 11 
aſked what was that to her? And further this informant faith not. 
Taken before me, the Day und Year above | 3 Bio The ack 3 
wrien. F. 4 1 | 45: 25 TREES 4 SMART. 


Warwickſhire T, he Meme of Edward Shilton; apprentice io Samuel Brown, of Baxterly, 
lo wit, n in the County of Warwick, Blackſmith, taken before me, one of his Majeſty's Fuſlices 
of the Peace for the ſaid County, this 1 oth; Day of January, + £4. 

- THIS informant ſaith on his oath, that upon laſt Chriſtmas- eve, Mary che wife of John 
$ mare; of Badgley Enſor, tammy weaver,” came to this informant at his maſter's ſhop, in 
Badgley Enſor aforeſaid, and aſked him to make her a key, but that he muſt do it privately, 
ſo that his maſter might not know he made it, which this informant told her he would not 


do without his maſter was willing, but the faid Mary Smart did not Produce any pattern; 
to him to make the ſaid key by, and further this informant faith not. 2 = bun. | 


Taken and ſworn before me, the Day and Tear?) 
nn F. nenn | 


Warwick, January 14, 1738. 
I John Smart of Atherfione i in Warwickſhire, do hereby declare that the firſt of my ac- 
quaintance with John Rew, was in the year 1756, at Foleſhill, at William Worſter's, and 


EDWARD sHritgx. | 


the very firſt fat done with the ſaid John Rew of Coventry, was ſtealing three geeſe or gan- 
ders from Mr. Edwards, of Foleſnill aforeſaid, and the ſaid John Smart ſaith, he was not 
concerned in robbing Mr. Edward Smith's houſe, but Rew and Chipman were the men that 


did rob it, and after they had robbed the ſaid Mr. Smith, they both went to Richard Baylis's 


houſe in Stockingford, near Nuneaton, and worked with him about a week or eight days, 


and I the ſaid John Smart do further declare, that I and and John Rew unlocked Joſeph | 


1 


Heath's door in High- ſtreet, Coventry, and took thereout, three men's coats, and one pair, 


of ticking, breeches, which the ſaid William Chipman had, and wore them himſelf; but the 


ſaid John Smart had none of the ſaid things, ſtolen from Joſeph Heath; and the ſaid John, 


Smart, John Rew, and William Chipman were all concerned in robbing Mr. Goodall's ſhop, 


at or near the little Butcher Row, near the Croſs, in Coventry, but Rew unlocked the ſaid 
Mr. Goadall's cellar door, and we, John Smart, John Rew, and William Chipman all went 


down into che cellar, and then went up a pair of flairs, and ſo got into the ſhop, and took 
thereout four pair of pumps, two pair of women's ſhoes, a pair of men's boots, and two pair 


of ſmall ſhoes, but took no more away, and came out of the ſaid houſe the ſame. way we 


went in; and I the ſaid John Smart do further declare, that we, John Smart, John Rew, and 
William Chipman, did all aſſiſt each other in robbing Mr. John Maydling's houſe in Goſ- 
ford-ſtreet, Coventry, but John Rew unlocked the ſtreet door, and we all went in, and got 
into the back yard, and broke the window, and then got the cotter pin out, and we all were 
in the ſaid you Maydling's houſe, and ſtole thereout, two pieces of check'd aproning, one 

"0:6 pony” 
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what they were to do, as witneſs my hand. 
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piece of ſhirt cloth, a parcel of thread, a parcel of laces. a parcel of pins, a parcel of lump 


| ſugar, and teas out of three caniſters, and a note of ten pyunds value that the ſaid John Rew 


had, and kept it himſelf, and the ſaid John Rew took two half quarts of butter to his own 
houſe in the Three Crowns yard in Much Park- ſtreet, Coventry, and a ſcarlet cloak ;and 
head clothes, the ſaid John Rew gave them to his wife the ſaid night he ſtole them, and told 
his wife that he had ſtole them from Maydling's in Gosford-ſticer, and ſhe received them 
freely, and they were hid behind the bedflcads in a barrel which was under ground; and the 
ſaid John Rew's wife helped to hide the ſame, and the ſaid John Rew's wife ſaid. to ket huſ- 
band, ſuppoſe any body ſhould come and ſearch for them, bis anſwer was, let any, body 
come and be damn'd, for they can find nothing here; and the ſaid John Rey's wiſe took the 
four pair of pumps which were ſtole from the ſaid Mr. Goodall's, and detired Thomas Han- 
kerſon in Gosford-ſtreet to ſell the ſame, and the ſaid Thomas Hankerſon laid to the ſaid 
John Smart, (rot you) you ſtole them from Goodall's, did you not? and I the ſaid John 
Smart anſwered and ſaid, we did; and the ſaid Thomas Hankerſon had fold one pair at that 
time, T'the ſaid John Smart, William Chipman, and the ſaid Thomas Hankerfon were all 
together, face to face: and the ſaid John Smart farther {aith, that John Rew's wife did ſend 
part of the aproning and ſhire cloth to the {aid Thomas Hankerſon, which were ſtolen fromt he 
ſaid John Maydlin's, for the ſaid Thomas Hankerſon to ſell and make off; and the ſaid Thomas 
Hankerſon received the ſaid. three geeſe, ſtole as before mentioned from the ſaid Mr. Edwards, 
and he did ſel] the ſame; and I the (aid John Smart received one thilling, part or the money the 
ſaid Thomas Hankerſon had ſold them for; and I the ſaid John Smart do hereby further declare, 
that the ſaid John Rew has frequently gave the ſaid Thomas Hankerſon ſtolen things to ſell 
and make off many times, as the ſaid John Rew told me, the ſaid John Smart: and I the ſaid 
John Smart doth hereby further declare, that the ſaid Thomas Hankerſon fold ane pair of the 
ſaid bumpl. ole Froin the ſaid Mr. Goodall's, to his ſon-in-law George Beech for two ſhil- 
lings and fix-pence, he at the ſame time knowing them to be ſtolen by me the ſaid John Smart; 
and I the faid John Smart had of the ſaid Thomas Hankerſon, one of the pair of pumps 
ſtole from the ſaid Mr. Goodall, for my own ware, but I the ſaid John Smart would have had 
two pairs of the ſtolen pumps, but I the ſaid John Smart had ouly one pair, and one pair of 
women's ſhoes, which 1 had from the ſaid Thomas Hankerſon: and 1 the ſaid John Smart, 
John Rew, and William Chipman, did rob a man in Coventry park, of a filver watch, and 
two-pence halfpenny, the very ſame night that Mr Goodall's ſhop was robbed; and the ſæid 

John Smart believes that one Matthew Bacon, of Nuneaton, had the above ſaid watch; and 
ſometime in November 1759, LI the ſaid John Smart do hereby further declare, that he, the 
ſaid John Smart, John Rew, and William Chipman, did ſteal out of a garden near to Mr. 
Blick's work-ſhop, in Palmer-lane; Coventry, fix ſhirts and a cap, and the ſame night did 
take out of Mr. Blick's warehouſe, a parcel of candle; and ſometime in December 1736; J 
the ſaid John Smart, John Rew, and William Chipman, did unlock Mr. Sacket's cellar door, 
and took thereout a parcel of plumbs, figs, tobacco, and ſugar: and I the ſaid John Smart 
do hereby further declare, that Mary Smart, the wife of the faid John Smart, went to Leiceſ- 
ter goal, by the deſire of her huſband John Smart, in order to ſee John Rew, and the ſaid 
John Rew ſent back by the ſaid John Smant's wiſe, two patterns of keys to be made, one 
of tin, and one of wood; which ſaid, patterns, I the ſaid John Smart did deliver to Thomas 
Hankerſon, and he the faid Thomas Hankerſon ſaid he would get then made, for he knew 
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Dear Siſter and Brother, January 13, 1738. 

This, with our kind love to you hoping theſe lines will find you in good health, as we are 
at this preſent time (thanks be to od for it), and we hope you will not take it ill that we did 
not write before, for we have been pnſettled.ever fince; I went to. ſee my couſin Pincher, his 
*1fe is dead, and he is broke up; he has been down in the country, but I hear he returned 
to London again; my coun Betty Pincher is dead and buried, and my uncle Edward 
Pincher is in Bablake, and we called at my. fiſter .Boules, and ſhe entertained us very well, 
and" drank with our couſin John Boules laſt Shrove Tueſday ; my ſon Thomas remembers 
his love to his uncle and aunt, and his coufini Thomas, and Alice, and deſires to know if 
luis couſin Alice is married,. and delired you would ſend him word how trading is, for he has 
a great deſire to come to London again, pray remember. my. ſon's duty to his mother that 
gave us the lick, and my love to Mrs. Ramſon, that young man and his wiſe that drank with 
us that night before we ſet out; and I dehire you will make yourſelf eaſy, for my name was never 
brought in requeſt for that thing I came up for; I defire again you would ſend me word how 
the preſs is, whether I may come up ſafe; my couſin Edward Boules is dead; our miſtreſs 
deſires het beſt compliments to you, it is Sarah Smith who lived next door to my father. 
Dear ſiſter, don't write no more for that man, burftell him he is a dead man if he comes, I 
beg you will let me hear from you the next poſt, ſo continue your ever loving brother and 
nephew. - WIC TER SEEI a2 bil 7. 15 1 f N 


in Falten ſtene Street, near Bunhill Row, London. | 
Aa ak of GOV EN ER | 
The Inſor mation of Elrabeth Rew, wife of Foln Rew, late of the City of Coventry aforeſaid, Worfled 
Weaver, taken uon Oath before me, Fohn Hewnt the Younger, one A, ls Majeſty's Fuſlices of tie 
Peace for the ſaid Cily and County. en eum ae 


— 


- © ©g * 0 s 22 # 3% g . . . * * 11 6 F £ 035 4 7 . f 5 W. 1 2 2 | ' | 
This informant laich, that about twelve months. ago, her huſband che ſaid John Rew, 


brought home to this informant, three ſhirts, two ſhifts, one check apron, and ſeveral other 
{mall linen things, of little value, which he, and one John Smart, now in Warwick goal 


for felony, ſtole off a line, in Palmer-lane in this city, as her huſbang informed her, that her 


huſband kept two of the ſaid ſhirts, and one ſhift, aud that the faid Smart had all the other 


3 31875 4206 EEE 368 3 1 6 . 4 . 2 BE DD . 122 305 f 1 
things; that about the time above mentioned, this informant's huſband informed her, that he 


and the faid Smart ſtole a quantity of candles, tea, ſugar, and, figs, from ſome, perſon or per- 


ſons, but from whom in particular ſhe cannot now remember; that about the fame'time, her 


huſband told her, this informant, that he and the ſaid Smart, with one Thomas Hankerſon 
of Coventry aforeſaid, worfled weaver, ſtole ſome geeſe, but never acquainted this informans 


from whom or whence they were ſtolen, the ſaid Hankerſon had all the geefe to ſell, and paid 
in this informants houſe; that her ſaid huſ-- 


the ſaid Rew and Smart their ſhare in money in, * 
band, Smart, and one William Chipman Coden), ribbon weaver, ſome time about 
Michaelmas laſt, flole from fome quaker in High-ftreer, Coventry, three men's coats, two 
pair of ſtays, and three pair of breeches, that the ſaid Chipman had two pair of the breeches, 
and one pair of ſtays, and that the ſaid Hankerſon had the other pair of breeches, and one 
coat, that her huſband had another coat, and the other pair of Nays, and that Smart had the 
other coat; that Hankerſon well knew the breeches and :coatihe had of Rew were: ſtole, the 
ſaid Rew inforining him thereof, hen he -had:them ſram him g that ſome ſhort: time before 
Chriftmas laſt;' her huſband; the ſaid Joh Rew told her, that he, and the ſaid Smart, ſtole 
ſeveral paits of ſhoes, and one pair of boots, ſtom Mr. Gocdall's in this city, that the ſhoes 
were left at this informants houſe, but that they were ſome ſhort time after fetched away by 


the 


©. 


To Mrs. Hercules, living with Mr. Foſlin, Pipe-maker, 5 IT H OMA SE BOUTES. 
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the ſaid Hankerſon, and that he told this informant that he would bury them; the boo. 
were kept by the ſaid Smart; that about the time laſt aboye mentioned, Smart and his wiſe 
were at this informant's houſe, and that in a — between Smart gwife and this in— 
formant, Smart's wife declared'to this informant, that ſhe; had then on her head, one of Mis. 
Maydlin' s caps and a ribbon ; that this inſormani's huſband brought to her, a ſhort cloak. 
two papers of pins, three pieces of lump ſugar, a lace, half a.quafr of butter, two pounds of 


tea, and two caps, that Smart and wife told this informant, that the laſt mentioned things. 


were Mr. Maydlin's property. Eta: S 
Sworn the 16th Day of Fanua y, 1758, before) The Mark of 2 
ne, JOHN HEWITT, Joxiog. ELIZABETH RE W. 


City of The further information of Elizabeth Rew Wife of John Rew, takmn upon Oath before 
Coventry. me, John Hewitt the Younger, one of his Majejly's Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid Ciy 
| and County, this 181h Day of January, 1738. 
This informant ſaith, that ſometime about Michaelmas laſt, her ſajd huſband and one 
Benjamin Foſter of this City, worſted weaver, brought to this informant's houſe, one pair of 


ſheets, one gear ſlay and ſharves, belonging to a worſted loom, one pillar, and three books, 


one of them a bible, the other two ſhe does not know what they were, which her ſaid huſ- 
band told this informant, that — had them from out of one Robert Flint's houſe, in Gol. 
ſord- ſtreet, in this city. | 
Sworn at the ſaid City, the 18th Day of Fanuary, The Mark of 
1758. before me, J. HEWITT, Juxionx. { ELIZABETH * REW. 


City of) The ſurther Examinalion of Elizabeth Rew, Wiſe of John Rew, taken upon Oath 4 ive 
Coventry. me, John Hewitt the Younger, one of his Majeſly 's Fuſlices of the Peace for the ſaid 
this 20th Day of January, 1738. 

Saith that ſhe knew one Matthew Bacon, late of this city, filk weaver, very well, and he is 
an intimate acquaintance of her huſband's, and Thomas Hankerſon, now in Coventry goal 
for felony, faith that Bacon has been frequently at this informant's houſe, with her huſband 
and the ſaid Hankerſcn ; faith that fince her huſband was put in Leiceſter goal, he came to 
her houſe, and ſaid that he had lent this informant's huſband ten {hillings upon a watch he 
had of him; that her huſband, the ſaid Bacon, and Hankerſon have had divers converſations 
together in this informant's houſe; - that ſince the ſaid John Rew's cunfinement in Leiceſter 
goal, the ſaid Bacon came to this informant, and told her that his mother ſhould take the 
ſaid Rew ſome money, who accordingly did ſome ſhort time ago. That ſome time ago, this 
informant's huſband brought home a quantity of linen cloth, which the ſaid Bacon had of 
him, and far which he paid Rew for his ſhare of it four ſhillings, or thereabouts ; that Bacon's 
wife had a ſmall braſs pot from this informant s houſe, about a year ago; ihat cl Thomas 
Taylor, of Gosford-ſtreet in this city, carpenter, has been with this informant's huſband ſe- 
veral times in ſtealing ſowls, and that he has frequently bought fowls of this inſormant s hul- 
band, knowing them to be ſtolen. | 

Sworn the 20th Day of January, 1758. | | The Mark of 

before me, J. HEWITT, Juiok. = | ELIZABETH X REW. 


I John Smart have ſeen Rach four or fiveiti times ſince Michaelmas, and when at his houſe 
in Nuneaton, had half a dozen laces; and three yards of ſhirt cloth, which was ſtole from Mr, 
Maydlin's in Coventry, which laces and cloth I left with Bacon; who knew them to be ſtolen, 
while I went to Coventry, and fetched them again next day, and then Bacon ſaid he lent John 
Rew ten ſhillings, which he was afraid he ſhould not have again; I then ſaid there was a 
watch, 


I” 
LIT. 
IF; 
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watch, and wonder what Rew has Yone with it, Bacon faid it was' ſafe; and I John Smart 
faid to Bacon, part of this watch is {mine, and we took it from a' man in Coventry park, 
Bacon ſaid Rew's wife had the watch; and I John Smart know that Bacon's mother took Rew 
five ſhillings to Leiceſter goal. . 0 _ JOHN x. SMART, 

| F * 5 #431) ; | a4 + His Mark. ESI 
John Smart's: wife heard her huſband ſay to Bacon, Rew had a watch, and I wonder what 
he has done with it, Bacon anſwered, and ſaid the watch was ſafe, and what is your reaſon 
for aſKiſg? becauſe part of it is mine, we robbed a: man of it in Coventry park. 

Matthew Bacon's mother went over to Leiceſter, and carried Rew fome money, and Bacon 
faid, Rew wanted Smart to come over, but Smart would not go, but made me his wife go over 
to ſee what he wanted; and when L came there, I gave him one'{lilling, and aſked him wirat 
he wanted with my huſband, and he then put the pattern of two keys into my boſom; and bid 
me take them to Thomas Hankerſon, and he would get them niade, for he knew what they 
were to do; I gave them to my huſband, who gave them to Hankerfon, who got them made, 
and John Rew's wife gave me two ſhillings, and Hankerſon two fipences, to pay for the mak- 
ing the keys, and to buy two files, and accordingly Hanker ſon went with me to 4 ſhop, and 
choſe out two files, which I paid for; and we both went to a whiteſmith's ſhop where the 
little key was made, he told me it was Taylor's; then we went to another ſhop ſor the great 
key, but I did not know this name, but it is in High- ſtreet, but I had both ' che keys, and 
paid ſor them; which keys and files I took down to Leiceſter goal, and gave them to Rew: 
which keys and files ſhe ſecreted bet wixt her ſtays and her ſhift in her boſom. 3 

Warwick, January 21, 1758. | MARY NS MART. 

| | — Her Mark. 
The above conſeſſions of John and Mary Smart, were voluntarily made before me, on the 

| day of the date hereof, CHARLES BEAN. 3 | 

$12. | + Merevale, Jamiary 28, 1738. 
| The incloſed letter from Smart and his wiſe, directed to her ſather, came to my hands on 
Thurſday, in the following manner; Crow, to whom it is directed, baving refuſed to pay 
two-pence for the bye poſtage, it lay at the poſt-houſe in Atherſtone; ſome of the principal 
inhabitants of Badgley hearing of its being there, ſent a perſon to pay the poſtage and bring 
the letter to me; which was done accordingly: having read it, I thought, in order to prevent 
any of the parties requeſted going to Warwick, and having a private conſerance with the 
- priſoners, it was beſt to ſtop the letter, which I did, and have fent it to you, not doubting 
but that you, who have been ſo laudably inſtrumental in detecting this Knot of rogues, would 
not think it any addition to your trouble to ſend over to the goaler at Warwick, which I had 
no opportunity of doing, but by the poſt, by which much time would be loſt; ſtrictly to 
charge him that nobody ſhould be ſuffered: to ſee either Smart, or his wife in private, and to 
be particularly careful, that no written paper whatſoever ſhould be given them while they re- 
mained in his cuſtody ; and that no letter, or note, be permitted to be ſent by either of them 
out of goal, without being either read by him; or ſomebody appointed by him, before it ſhall 
be ſent.; You may if you approve of it, ſend this to Mr. Cornbill; as to the incloſed letters, 
perhaps you may think it beſt to keep them in vour own hands; I ſhall'only add, the ſooner 
ou forward this affair, the beiter; for, (as the letter - writer ſays;): delays: are dangerous: Þ hope 
r. Cornbill will be particularly careful in keeping theſe priſoners, eſpecially having been 
warned what a correfpondence they are carrying on: if any more diſcoveries: having been 
made fince I ſaw you, by communicating them, you will much oblige; Sir, PO 1 
To] HEWITT, Esg; Your very humble Servant. 

Covxxruv. J F. STRATFORD. 

Dd FEES | Dear 
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Dear honoured Father and Mother. / | Warwtck. 

This is my duty to you, and my love to my brother John, and I defire you'll be fo good 
as to ſend me a blanket or two, and a pair of ſheets, ald be ſo good 75 to fend me ſome 
money to ſubſit on, for I have nothing to help mvſelfiwith, but bread: dear father, I de- 
fire you to come over as foon as you poſſibly can, ayd I deſire you to bring 
ſome ſnuff, and an apron, I deſire you will not fail coming 3s Iloon as polible, for I dearly 
long to have ſome converſation with you about particular affairs, for delays are dangerous, 
ſo no more at preſent from your dutiſul daughter, MARY S MART. 

Ever loving Uncle, | . 
I took this opportunity to write to you, and I deſire you to be ſo good as to go down to 
Poleſworth, to my brother William, and tell him to ſend word to my ſiſter Ann, aud deſire 
her to help me to ſome money to pay my garniſh, , or elſe they will take my ſhoes off my: feet, 
' Uncle, I defire you will go to Mr. Wilday of Atherſtone, and 1 deſire you to come over as 
| ſoon as poſſible, ſo no more at preſent from your loving kinſman, | | 


for JOHN CROW, of Badgley 3 J OHN 8 M A ap} 


near Atherſtone, Warwickſhire. | 
Honoured Father and Mother, „ | 
This comes with my duty to you both, and my love to my brothers and fiſters, hoping 
theſe lines will find you in good health, as we both are at preſent conſidering what a miſe- 
Table place we are in: dear father, I deſire you and my brothers to come over to me, if you 
pleaſe; and I defire you and my eldeſt brother to come to me with all ſpeed, I hope yau will 
pleaſe to bring me ſome money, for I have nothing to help me with; 1 hope my dear child 
is well, pray give my duty to my aunt, and my compliments to all that aſk after me; J hope 
you will conſider my extremity, ſo no more at this time from your dutiful daughter. 
. Aan 13; 10731; MARY SMART. 
Dear Huſband. Rites en F509 
I defire if this comes ſafe to hand, all friends deſire you would not let him ſtay one hour 
longer, for they are out all ways for him, and you cannot think how bad things go here, 
which obliged me to ſend this directly, to beg of God to be with him, but for God's ſake 
let nothing ſay him one minute, if this reaches you, but I fear it won't; you never could 
have done ſuch another thing as to have ſent a full direction to the man, for he has done for 
you, and there is a man at Mr. Heathcot's, ſays he ſaw you both, and Joſeph has wrote to 
his ſiſter to receive no more upon any account, fo no more, but beg that this may guide and 
protect you without ſaying any more, for you are all dead men. | th 266 
Jo Mr. John Hercules, at Mr. Jolleyn's, Pipe- Maker, Featherſtone Street, near Bunkill Row, 
| e we 41 174 | Ko C8 
Warwickſhire }: To all and every the Conflables, and other Officers of the Peace, jor the: ſaid County, 
to wit. whom theſe may concern, and to the keeper of has Majefly's Goal at Warwick, in, and 
15 forthe ſaid County; | e ee en DIGI 
Theſe are in his Majeſty's name, to command you, and every of you the ſaid officers, 
forthwith ſafely to convey, and deliver into the cuſtody of the ſaid keeper, the body of 
Mary the wife of John Smart, of Badgley Enſor, in the County of Warwick, Tammy wea- 
ver, being charged before me, one ot his Majeſty's juſtices of the peace, in, and for the ſaid 
county, by the oath of Mary the wife of Abraham Straw, of Badgley Enſor aforeſaid,” coal 
minor, with having received and ſold ſome check linen, and divers other goods, the pro- 
perty of perſons unknown; ſhe, the ſaid Mary Smart, knowing the laid linen and other goods 
was ſtolen from a ſhop in Coventry: and you, the faid keeper are hereby. required to re— 
ceiye the ſaid Mary Smart, and her in your cuſtody ſafely to keep, until ſhe ſhall be dif. 
| bx 1 | charged 


* 


RE W, TOWNSEND, Sc. and their Gang. 10) 


a ſufficient warrant : Given unden my hand and ſeal, this goth day of January, 17538. You 
are to keep John Smart and his wife ſeperate, as much as poſſible. 
F. S TRA T FOR PO. 
Cob ey The Examination of Thomas Smart, taken before one of his Majeſty's Tuſlices of the 
to wit. 5 Peace, for Id cad City, who ſays as follows, 

That be never had any acquaintance or knowledge of, or with' John Townſend, lately 
r at Leiceſter, except at Leiceſter aſſizes, and on the day he ſaw him buying a coat 
and wailtcoat of a man with a black wig on, and who looked like a drover, but who was 


a ſtranger to this examinant j that this examinant had that morning been breaking up ice 


for Thomas Bollard, and two gentlemen met him with horſes in the Croſs Cheaping, and 
deſired him; this examinant, to lead them out of town,: that he led them to the two mile 
ſtone on Foleſhill heath, and then the ſaid gentlemen mounted, and he this examinant re- 
turned; and in the holloway at the corner of the common field, he ſaw the ſaid Townſend 
bargaining for the ſaid coat and waiſtcoat, but he, this examinant did not ſpeak to the ſaid 
Townſend, but paſſed on, that he did not ſee the laid Townſend as he went with the horſes 
on the road, nor other place till his return; ſome little time after he met Townſend in the 


ſtreet, and he then told him he had bought the coat and waiſlcoat, this converſation paſſed . 


in Weſt Orchard, and this examinant lays, that he never had any other converſation at any 

time beſore, or ſincè che time mentioned in the: examination, with the ſaid Townſend, and 
further this examinant! ſays no. pri 5 

Sig ned and Examined beſore nie. this goth Diy 1. HO MA s SMART. 
of Fanuary,' 1758, 7. 4H EIW.II T. 


cny? of Coventry Jaines Mayo came this day before me, Jokn Hewitt, Junior, one of 

to Wit. [0 majeſty's juſtices of the peace for this city, and on oath faith, that 
the watch i in my ,cuſtody,, and which I receiyed from Matthew Bacon is his watch, and 
that He was robbed, of the fame in the park belonging to this city, by two or more perſons 
unknown, on or about the 18th of November laſt, who knock'd him down and took from 
him the ſaid watch, and two or three ſix- -pences in ſilver, and a ſmall key, a blue and 


white bandkerchief, a caſe with eee a imall brass rule, and further this inform- 


ant. ſaith not. 


| Sworn before, me, this 1th of Feb. 1758. + 8 JAME, s MAY 0. 


"= 


1. HEWI. TT. T, Junior. 
be Fibriary 9, 1738. 


The bete ee of W laſt in Mr. Jopſon s paper, having brought to light the per- 


ſon robbed of his watch, ho hath fworn to the ſame, and his being robbed at the time 
mentioned therein, and hoping by the ſame aſſurances I gave of being free from all expences 
that may attend the proſecution, 'to encourage others who have been robbed by theſe vil- 


Jains, to do their part in bringing them to jultice; I hereby promiſe the lame to the perſon 


or perſons who own the ing and fil er ſnuff. box, now in my cuſtody. 

HEWITT. 
The advertiſement n to in the above, is the ſollowingy* and which having pro- 
cured the evidence I wanted, and the leyeral perſons charged being in cuſtody,” I then 

proceeded to arrange and examine the evidences, againſt the approaching aſſizes. 
wWhereas, chere is now in my cuſtody, a ſilver watch, marked John Simpſon, London, 
No: 996, and a paper in the inſide of the outward caſe, with this infcription, mended by 
Samuel Vale, Coventry, which was ſound in the cuſtody of Matthew Bacen, of Nuneaton, 
whom I have committed to the goal of this city, and which hath appeared by information, 


a perſon unknown was robbed of in. Coventry Park, and two-pence half-penny- in money, 


On 


N by ** courſe of law, and for your ſo doing, this ſhall be to you, and every of you, 


4 ' 


— 
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on or about the 18th of November laſt, in the evening. This is to deſire the ſaid perſon or 
any one who can give any information concerning the ſaid robbery, to come or ſend advice 


thereof to me, as ſoon as poſſible. 9 
| L HEWITT. 


Dear and loving Huſband, th COVENFRY, Feb. 1, 1738. 
This comes to led you know things are very bad at Coventry, worſe than you think for: 
I wonder you ſhould be ſo over- ſeen as to ſend to Geo: Oſborne, he kept the letter ſgyen or 
eight hours before he delivered it, which makes us very uneaſy; I deſire you would take 
all the care you can, for gf they find you, they intend: to make you find him beſore they 
leave you; as for your wife and children they do as well, or better, than when you was 
with chem; all pads are as well as can be expected, remember my kind love to you. 
Direct your next to be left at John Tames, for Suſannah Johnſon. 5 
I am obliged to fend you word we are afraid they are gone out in ſearch, for they have 
all met to-day, ſo I beg you would do as you propos'd when you left us, and then come 
home, orelſe go with him, for you can't think what is to be done here, for all enquiry 
made every where, : | STE ed 
For Mrs. Ercas, Pipemaker, Featherſtone Street. London 
Coventry? Sarah Faſſell. on catch faith, that ſometime about. Michaelmas laſt; in che 
to wit. night time, Mr. Edward Smith, with whom ſhe now lives, and did at that 
time, had his back kitchen robb'd of ſeveral things, amongſt which was a-pewter diſh and 
two aprons, one a White apron, and the other blue, and a pewter chamber pot; that ſhe 
went with a conſtable to ſearch Rew's houſe, that the pewter diſh, which ſhe believes was 
her ſaid maſter's, was there found, and is now in her {aid maſter's. cuſtoſty, and further 
faith not. e ip 


Sworn before me, this 22d of March, 1758. | E ARA H 4 H ASSELL, 
| + MEW.245 £51 Her Mark. | 
II. | Merevale, March 24, 1758. 


I have not been able to get any of the other ſtolen goods into my cuſtody fince F faw 


you LI intend being at Coventry to-morrow about one o'clock, as ſoon as Feome, ſhatl 
| inquire after you, if gone from home, pleaſe to leave word where you may be found, and 1 


will come to you, Shilton, with ſome other evidences; will be with you at Coventry by 
eleven, and bring the ſhoes, and ſome other goods, which they have purchaſed from Smart 
or his wife ; the conſtable who ſearched. the houſe where theſe things which you have in 
your hands were found will be likewiſe with you. I promiſed. thele evidences their char- 
ges, I hope you will be ſo good as to uſe your intereſt with the judge to order them to be 
paid. I have ſent you the ſeveral informations which I have taken on this buſineſs, be pleaſ- 


ed to keep them till.I come, only you may communicate them to the gentlemen concerned 


in the proſecution, theſe marked“ will appear to-morrow. I am, Sir. 
To Jahn Hewitt, Ei: 5 Your moſt obedient ſervant. 
Junior, at Coventry. J 1 F. SI RAT FOR D. 
Coventry To the Conſtables of the ſaid: City. | | 4 l. 
to wit. 5 This is to require you, and and each of you, to ſearch the: houſe of Thomas 
1 Hankerſon, and ſeize any nets. or engines for the deſtroying of fiſn or game 
J. Hewitt, that may be found therein, and bring them beſore me, one of his majeſty's juſtices 
junior. of the peace for this city, information having been given of ſuch being concealed 
(Lo. Si.) in the houſe of the ſaid Hankerſon, and hereof fail not at your peril. Given 
| under my hand and ſeal this 2oth May, 1738. __ | | 
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At the Lent aſſiaes, Townſend and another accomplice were tried and 
convicted at Leiceſter, and» exccuted there, for a Burglary committed 
at Barwell in that County. The following letters relate to Townſend, 
and his accomplices, as well as the information of Mary Carpenter, con- 
cerning a burglary committed by the ſame gang, and the breaking into 
the-bouſe known by the ſign of the Pheaſant's Neſt, in Bedworth Lane. 
an the county of Warwick | „ 25 . 
"44. DI. | =. 7 2 8 1 I Gs 2 & a oat 

At the aſſizes at Leiceſter, one Mary Cornfield, (who, ſays ſhe lives in a houſe in New 
Buildings, Coventry,) was called as a witneſs for one Townſend, charged ' with a horrid 
burglary, at Barwell in Leiceſterſhire : ſhe was called to proye the priſoner at Coventry on 
the 2zth of January, (the night the offence-was committed,) and ſhe ſwore that Townſend 
was at her houſe that night, in company with Alice Auſten, and her father, and with Wil- 
liam Villers a jerſey comber, and his wiſe. | | | | b 

As there have been ſeveral burglaries lately committed in Coventry, a proper enquiry in- 
to this matter may lead to a diſcovery: and Iam deſired by my lord, to make an enquiry 
into this matter, and [ ſhall be obliged to you if you will forthwith, for the ſake of public 
Juſtice, make an enquiry into this matter before my lord gets to Coventry. Lam, 

. ; Your humble ſervant, 1 


LY 


h | | FRANCIS. WHELER: 
The judge alſo defires ſome enquiry may be made into the character of Mr. Samuel 
Brooks, of Croſs Cheaping. | 9 | Bo F 


This Samuel Brooks, a moſt notorious fellow, was acquainted with 
many highway robberies and burglaries, committed in, and near this 
city, had the great luck to eſcape the puniſhment he merited; I took 
the following ſhort account from him, no other proof appearing, agre- 
able to Mr, Wheler's requeſt, : - | gi. Jn] wm ans £0.95 * 
The Monday before the goth he ſaid he was going out on a law ſuit; on the Thurſday he 
returned with a new coat; on the Monday night he came very wet, went out that night. 
City of Coventry, ö Tue Information of Francis Waters, Genileman, taken upon Onth_ beſore me, 
„„ John Hecuuiti. Ejq; one of his Majeſty's Juſlices of the Peace for the City of Coventry, 
and County of the ſame City, this 2 ½ Day of March. 1763. 5 _ 
Who upon his oath ſaith, That on Saturday laſt he was preſent in court, at the aſſizes, 
and general ſeſſion of goal delivery, then held at the caſtle cf Leiceffer, in and for the county 
of Leiceſter, on the trial of John Townſend, for a burglary in the dwelling houſe of Jame 
Prime,in the night of the twenty fifth day of January laſt, at the pariſh of Barwell,in the aid 
county of Leiceſter, on which ſaid trial one Mary Cornheld was produced and ſworn as 
witneſs for and on the part and behalf of the ſaid John Townſend ; and ſhe, the ſaid Mary 
Cornfield then and there depoſed, and gave evidence to the ſollowing purport, That the 
priſoner John Townſend was at her houſe in Coyentry, on the twenty fifth day of January 
laſt, in the evening, that it was on a Tueſday ; that the priſoner came there to her - houſe 
about eight or nine of the clock, and ſtaid about an hour there, and went away, about ten 
of the clock that night: and being aſked her reaſon why ſhe knew it to be the twenty fifth 
day of January laſt, ſhe further depoſed, that Alice Auſtin, William Auflin her father, 
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William Villers and his wiſe, were all of them at her houſe at the ſame time, and were ar- 
guing about Alice Auſtin's birth-day, whether that was che day or not, hut could not fay 
they determined it, and that was the reaſon why ſhe wa; ſure that it was the twenty fitih 
day of January laft. | * 
Sworn at the City of Coventry the Day and Year above vrillen, FRANCIS WA TERS. 
before me, J. HEWITT. | | 
The following examinations were taken at the requeſt ,of Mr. Baron 
Perrot, agreable to the Letter ſent from Leiceſter, by Councellor Whe- 
ler, and the information of Mr. Waters. _ 
Coventry William Villers and Maryhis wife on oath laith, that they were never in com- 
to wit. | pany on the night of the 25thof January laſt, nor any other night with Townlend 
now under condemnation in Leiceſter goal; together with Alice Auſtin and her father at 


the houſe of Mary Cornfield in this City. WILLIAM VILLERS. 
* Sworn before me, March 21, 1765, MART .VILLERS. 
LS ES ee Her X< Mark. 


Coventry Alice Auſtin on oath ſaith, on the 25th of January laſt, ſhe was not in com- 
to wit. | pany with John Townſend, now under condemnation in goal, together with 
William Villers and his wife, and this informant's father, on that, or any other night, at 
the houſe of Mary Cornfield in this city. | 
Sworn before me, March 21, 1763. 6 ALTGE.. AUSTIN. 
J. I. | Her * Mark. 
Coventry] The examination of Thomas Copſon, who faith he was in company (as 
to wit, Brookes mentions,) on Saturday together with Townfend and Pagett, and re- 
members ſeeing Dolton and Townſend together at Millar's on a Friday, Joſeph Barber, bro- 
ther-in-law to Brookes, flay-maker of Birmingham, came in ſometime in the night that Mr. 
Secker's houſe was broke; on Tucſday January 25, was at Atherſtone market, came home 
with Mr. Minſters; the next morning about ſeven or eight o'clock, he ſaw Townſend in the 
ſtreet; on the 2yth he was with Townſend and Thomas Copſon a butcher, in Pagett's 
room together about ꝗ o'clock at night, but doth not remember ſeeing them, or either of 
them aſter that time. Signed T. C. 
Coventry Thomas Smart on his examination taken before me, one of his Majeſty's 
to wit. | juſtices of the peace ſor the ſaid city, who ſays as ſolloweth, That he never was 
in company with John 'Townſend who was executed yeſterday at Leiceſter, out of Coven- 
try, excepting at Leiceſter aſſizes, during his life, but the time he ſaw him buying a coat 
on Foleſhill Heath, ncar the middle of January laſt, as he believeth; and the occaſion of 
his going with him, was to lead two gentlemen's horſes, as far as the two mile ſtone on 
Foleſhill heath; the man he bought the coat of, was a kind of drover, with a black wig on, 
that he did not fee them until he returned back into the hollow-way, and never ſaw him 
after till he met him in Weſt-orchard. | | 
Coventry | Mary Carpenter, late the widow of Thomas Shaw, in the pariſh of Bedworth, 
to wit. in the county of Warwick, maketh oath, that her dwelling houſe in the ſaid 
county, was broke open in the night of the firſt, or morning of the ſecond of February laſt, 
by divers perfons, who ſtole and carried away by force of arms, (putting this informant 
in great fear of her liſe, with threats and other violence) the following things, and wearing 
apparel; a filver watch, maker's name W. Prelsbury of Coventry, 1759, two ſeals, one a 
ſilver feal with a ſhip, fixteen half crowns in money, a gold ring, a pair of plated buckles, 
a pair of women's pockets, with ſour ſhillings and three pence halfpenny, and other things 


therein, a pocket knife, a pair of women's new ſhoes, one flowered cotton gown, a flaxen 
| gown 
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gown ſtriped with blue, five pair flaxen ſheets, tenells of new flaxen cloth, . four flaxen 
ſhifts, one filk handkerchief, one linen ditto, a flowered flomacher purple and white, one 
dozen and half of large pewter ſpocns, ſeveral ſtocks; and ſhe hath great reaſon to ſuſpect 
William Hull, of Anſty. Richard Dolton of Foleſhill, George Pagett and others of Coven- 
try, together with John Townſend lately executed at Leiceſter, were the perſons who com- 


mitted the ſaid burglary and robbery ; and farther this informant faith nor. | 
Sworn beſore me this 10th of April, 176. | MARY CARPENTER, 


J. HEWITT. Her 4 Mark. 
John Rew, and the reſt of his accomplices were removed to Coventry, 
and tried at the Aſſizes there, and convicted; Smart was admitted an 
evidence, and the ſeveral perſons whoſe informations I have in my fore- 
going account given my readers, appeared againſt them, when John 
Rew was convicted of a burglary and highway robbery, and Benjamin 
Foſter for being concerned with Rew, 1n breaking into, and robbing a 


houſe, Thomas Hankinſon and Bacon were acquitted, and Elizabeth. 


Rew diſcharged; John Rew and Foſter were both condemned, Rew was 
executed, and Foſter at my requeſt was reprieved, and afterwards par- 
doned: For a farther account of this gang, I refer my readers to the ac- 
count given by Rew himſelf, which was as followeth. | 


I Do hereby ſolemnly declare to the world, that Thomas Hankinſon may be juſtly char- 
1 ged as the greateſt inſtrument in bringing me to my ſhameful and untimely end, by en- 
couraging me to ſteal any kind of goods, he promiling to diſpoſe of them for me. The firſt 
things I was guilty of was robbing of fiſh ponds, henrooſts, &c. which ſpecies of thieving I 


have been guilty of with Hankinſon and others almolt times without number; Benjamin 


Foſter alſo, in conjundtion with Hankinſon was a receiver and a vender. 

I delivered to Thomas Hankinſon a great coat which I ſtole out of Mr. Heath's ſhop, 
valued at 11. 38. 6d. which he knew to be ſtolen from thence, and he promiſed to diſpoſe of 
it for me, but he never gave me any money for 1t: Benjamin Foſter was there at the time of 
the delivery, | ps EO 

Mr. Goodal's ſhop the ſhoe maker, was robbed by me and Smart, 'and I believe part of 
the ſhoes ſtolen from thence, was delivered by Smart to Hankinſon, but 1 received no be- 


nefit therefrom. 


The ſame night Smart and I robbed a man in Coventry park, of his watch and two-pence - 


halfpenny. The watch we pawned to one Bacon, now dwelling at Nuneaton, for 10s, but 


to do him juſtice, he kne not by what means it was procured. 
Thomas Hankinſon received from me two ſaws, and ſeveral other carpenters tools, which 
1 ſlole out of a barn at Stoke, which he alſo never gave me any thing for. | , 
Mr. Maidlin's ſhop was robbed by me and John Smart only, and amongſt other things, we 


took from thence a 10l. bill, three ſilver ſpoons, ſeventeen yards of white cloth, twenty two 
ards of check'd aproning, a quantity of tea and ſugar, and a ſmall ſum of money. The 


vol. bill and the ſpoons were diſpoſed of by me, and the other goods left in the cuſtody of Smart. 
Hankinſon often urged me, Foſter and ſome, others, to rob Mr. Alderman Ward's houſe, 


ſaying by way of encouragement, that he would make one among us. The reaſon why I. 
don't mentien the names of the perſons aboye hinted at, is, becauſe I believe them not as 


yet 
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yet to have been guilty of any very enormous crime, therefore hope they will take warning by 
my untimely end, and avoid the rock on which I ſplit. - Let this be a leaſounbla Caution te 
beware of the enticements of wicked and deſigning men. | 

While in Leiceſter goal, I did not endeavour to eſcape, but did all ! could to aſſiſt the 
priſoners, not imagining but I ſhould have come off with tranſpertation, which I had rather 
choſe than my liberty, For on my firſt confinement there, I could have affected it with very 
little trouble, having very light irons, and no handcuffs. 

As to my wile and all my friends, they were innocent 2s to my courſe of life, never bring- 
ing any goods home, except the ſhoes, which I did myſelf when my wiſe was out of the houſe. 

As to William Chipman, I declare him to be innocent of all I was accuſed of at my trial, 
and he was never concerned in any robberies with me, except thoſe of hen- rooſts, fiſh- :ponds, 
and ſtanding in the ſtreet while 1 entered the ſhop of Mr. Heath. As to many other robberies | 
with which I have been charged, I declare myſelf entirely innocent; and the report of my 
attempt to. break out of Coventry goal, was imitely without foundation. 


April 18, 1738. | JF OHNRE 24 


SIR, Bo Street, April 21, 1763. 
As ſoon as your firſt letter came to Sir John Fielding's hand, I myſeif went with two oer 
to the Black Spread Eagle, mentioned in yours, but bad no ſucceſs as to Patchett; however as 
the houſe is frequented by ſeveral country people, and the houſe icſelf not being one of the 
moſt reputable ſort, we have ordered a proper man to watch it for afew days, and in the mean 
time have advertiſed Patchett in the Gazetteer and Public Advertiſer, In your next Sir John 
Fielding requeſts that you will incloſe us a warrant againſt the ſaid Paicheit and Worrell, for 


him to back. By this night's poſt you will receive all the neceſſary authority againſt Williams, 


the cheat lately committed by you, on receipt of which, we preſume you will commit him 
fully; the two guines for apprehending him will be paid to your order at a proper time, by 
Mr. Hooper, the agent in Crutched Fryers. E 

In Sir John Fielding's abſence this day, the information and warrent were ſigned by John 
Spinnage, Eſq; a juſtice of the peace who occaſionally fits for Sir John: I. am directed to 


preſent Sir John s and his Lady's reſpectful compliments, for whom I am, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 
To John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. | „W.. MAS S DEN. 


Patchett and Worrell made their eſcape, : as did Chipman; account of 
the perſuit after him I have already given, pages 94, and 95. 


1 1:13 ] 
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TOHN Williams alias Stroud, was taken up upon an advertiſement in 
the public papers, and upon which I committed him to the goal of 
this city, on a ſtrong ſuſpicion of knowingly and delignedly obtaining 
by. falſe pretences, from John Aſhdown, of Strood, in Kent, nine pounds 
in caſh, with an intent to defraud John Aſhdown; as this man is repeat- 
ly mentioned in the letters from Sir John Fielding, I have given the 


cauſe of his commitment, and by which he was brought under my no- 
tice; and refer my readers to his examination, and the particulars ſent 


me. The following letter was ſent from the goal of this city, to Mrs. 


Taylor of Strood, wherein he confeſſeth his guilt. 
Mrs. Taylor. Coventry, April g. 1763. 


I am now confined under your advertiſement at this place; the reaſon of my being fo un- 
grateful in leaving you, was on account of Mr. Aſhdown telling me you had given him a 
bill of ſale, and vour brewer a judgment bond, and wanted me to marry you, to pay your 
debts; that Mr. Dickenſon would have married you before now, but on that account, and 
the fear of Strood goal. I left a letter in your room, to let you know I was only going to 
London to receive my money, and it would have been diſagreable his going with me, ſo 
I went for my money, received it, and intended my dear, to have come down and ſpent my 
days in comfort with you; but ſince times are turned about as it is, I am obliged to ſuffer, 
and if you let him know of it, I have done; but iſ you ſend down the account, and take no 
farther notice of it, ſhall be paid: if you have any regard for me, you will not appear againſt 
me; if you do, Jam willing to ſuffer the law. Send your account, be what it will 1 will 
Pay it: as for your ring, I have got it, and will wear it as long as I live, aud if I meet with 
misfortunes, I ſhall have ſomething to remember thoſe I love. | | 

I am now confined in a dungeon, and you only can teleaſe me, what you have charged 
me with, will trauſport if no worſe. So no more at preſent from your ever well wiſher and 


conſtant lover till death, JOHN WILLIAMS. 
To Mrs. Taylor,” at the George Inn, Sir od, near Chatham, ent. | 
S IR.. N Bow Street, April 14, 176g. 


Sir John Fielding having been applied to by John Aſhdown of Strood, in Kent, as alſo by 


Mr. Hooper, an attorney in London, (who ſays he has wrote to you) to know how to remove 
in che moſt eaſy manner, one Williams, lately committed by you, for defrauding the ſaid 


Aſhdown and another, Iam directed by Sir John Fielding to trouble you on this head; and 


as it will not be only very expenſive, but inconvenient to either oſ the proſecutors to have a 


needlels journey to Coventry, to requeſt you will commit the offender till your aſſize on his 


own confeſſion, for he confeſſes the ſas in a leiter to the parties, and then the judge of the 
aſſlize would direct him to be moved to Kent by habeas at the county's expence ; but if you 
object to this method, as it will be Keeping the man a long time in priſon, be pleaſed to direct 


your goaler to ſend an atteſted copy of William's commitment to me, and we will endeavour to . 


remove him immediately by habeas corpus, as it is a pity he ſhould eſcape juſtice, the method 


he has taken to obtain money having become a common trick: beg a line in anſwer by re- 


turn of poſt, and am for Sir John Fielding, Sir, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
To John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry, W. MARS DE N. 


City. 
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City of Coventry The Examination of Fohn Willtams, late of Strood in the County of Kent, and 

lO wit. now a Priſoner in the Goal of the City of Coventry, Miriner ; taken before me, 
one of his Majeſty's Juſlices of the Peace, for the ſaid City, the 2grd Day of April, 176g. | 

Who ſays as follows, That he was born near to the city of Carter, at a place call, 

ker's Brooke, hath been at ſea thirteen years, and is now twenty three years of age; and that 
about ten years ago he was preſſed on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Cambridge, going from 
the coaſt of Guinea to Antequa, and continued on board the Cambridge ten or eleven months; 
ſince that time he hath ſerved on board the Hawke floop, commanded by Captain Smith, 
until the latter end of July, or the beginning of Auguſt laſt, when he entered on board the 
Betty, commanded by William Williams, (this examinant's father) with whom he went to 
Gibaralter, where he arrived about the end of October laſt, and flayed about afortnight, 
| when he went on board his Majeſty's ſhip the Active, and arrived at Portſmouth the begin- 
ning of February laſt, when he met with one William Thomas, who wrote him, this exami- 
nant, a certificate to the purport following. | 


Portſmouth, March g. 1763. 
Theſe are to certify whom it may concern, the two principal officers vf his Majeſty's navy. 
that the bearer hereof, John Williams, belonged to his Majeſty's ſhip the Active, under my 
command, and has done his duty as gunner's mate, hnce the 17th of October, 1759, till 
the day above mentioned, but being wounded in the ancle, was left behind in the Royal Hol- 
pital at Gibaralter, and being cured was ſent to his reſpective ſhip, but being paid off, was 
diſcharged by order of the admiralty, to go forthwith and anſwer his recal at his Majeſty's 
navy or pay office, in London, to be paid his Majeſty's prize money, due to him for his 
ſervice performed on board his Majeſty's ſaid ſhip. Given under my hand, 
| THOMAS SAWYER, 
The recal the firſt Tueaſday in every month till all be paid. - 
Wages due to him as it appears by the books, 471. 16s. Prize money due to him for the 
firſt payment as gunners mate, five ſhares, 2250l, 


Which certificate he left in the hands of John Aſhdown, of Strood aforeſaid, of whom he 
: borrowed four or five pounds: And further this examinant ſaith not. 

Taken before me at the ſaid City, the Day and JOHN WILLIAMS, 
Year firſt above written, F. HEWITT. 
April 4, 176g. 


The above is a true copy of the ſham certificate, left by John Williams in the hands of Mr. 
John Aſhdown, of Strood, in Kent; to ſave the guilt of forgery, he calls the captain Tho- 


mas, his true name is Herbert: the certificate is wrote in a very clear hand, and truly ſpelt, | 


all but the word Tueſday, and by this ſeveral people have been defrauded in Strood. 

Williams borrowed a horſe ofa poor man in Strood, and rode away with him, hath not 
been keard of till the 12th, when Mrs. Taylor received a letter upon her advertiſement from 
him, informing her he is in Coventry goal, committed by Alderman Hewitt, and praying ber 
to acknowledge the cheat as a debt, and he will pay it, and thereby obtain his diſcharge. 

He defrauded Mr. Aſhdown of a conſiderable ſum by this certificate, which he leſt with 
him in a tin box, ſuch as ſeamen carry their tickets in, pretending he would go to London 
with him this morning, | Am your humble ſervant, 

EDWARD HOOPER, Agent 

in naval affairs, in Hart Street, near the navy office, Crutched Fryers, London. 


TEE 
In the foregoing pages, for the date 1763, read 17 58. 


Omitted in the Comparative View, p. 63.] By the law of the Romans, 1 was 
uniſhed in a much ſeverer manner than any other kind of homicide; ſo was the murder 
of children. After being ſcourged, the delinquents were ſewed up in a leathern ſack, 
with a live dog, a cock, a viper, and an ape, and caſt into the ſea. By the laws of Solon, 
and other ancient governments, there was no law appointed for the puniſhment of fuck 
unnatural offenders, not conceiving it poſſible for any to be guilty of ſuch barbarous and 
cruel crimes: But by the laws of this mae n is ranked with. the ſame hd 
puniſhment as other murders. . 


The following Letters, &c. were rite in the Matters of ak and! 1759. 


N the ſpring, 1759, being in the year of my ſecond Mayoralty, I was ap- 

plied to by a letter from the Lords of the Admiralty, upon which Fimme- 

diately cauſed the following advertiſement to be printed, circulated, and 
! in the N 

Coventry, April, rb, 1759. 

LL 8 SEAMEN, that: are e willing to inliſt as volunteers, to ſerve 

on board his Majeſty's fleet, and ſhall on or before the 1ſt day of May 

next enter their Names with me: every'able-bodied Seaman will be intitled 

to his Majeſty's bounty of three pounds ; and every ordinary, Seaman thirty 


ſhillings, who is not above the age of fifty, nor under the age of twenty years. 
Any conſtable, or others, who will bring before me any ſuch Seamen, who 


conceal themſelves, ſhall receive, on delivery at Leiceſter, twenty ſhillings, 
and ſix-pence per mile for conveying them thither. J. HEWITT, Mayor. 
I received the following letter from Capt. Grant, of General Lambton's re- 
giment, [ſce my proceedings in the year 1756], it being a farther acknow- 
ledgment of the ſervices they had received from x me. Lt a 
Dear SIR, h EO EN 
Take the liberty to acquaint you, ** juſt n now arrived d Iceland, 
on the . recruiting duty. I purpoſe waiting on you ſoon; in the me 
time I ſend: you this by one of your townſmen, belonging, to my party. The 
many favours the regiment has already experienced from you, when we were 


1 0 : 
Fu 4 


raiſed in your town, makes me not doubt of your aſſiſtance while Lam upon 


this duty; and pleaſe to remember it is your own town's regiment, and we 
will always be glad to have a ſufficient number of that country to enable us to 
call it ſo. I hope to hear from you ſoon, and am, with reſpect, dearngir? 


Vour moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, D. GRANT. 
Birmingham, February 13, 1759 | | 
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| Viewaller Names and Places of Abode. Duty. Victuallers Names and Places of Abode. Duty. 
Lc 4. e.. 

Abigal Evans, W 2 „ 6 0 o | Charles Hall, Gosſord- Street - - 310 
Edward Hudſon, Hay-Lane End - 8 o o William Hollaway, 34 ©) 
ohn Rew, Ditto 1 2 10 O John Cleaver, Ditto - - 3 10 
hn Lucas, Ditto 2 10 o Thomas Wildey, Ditto - 4 o 
ohn Edwards, Ditto 11 10 0 William Smith, Ditto - - ;ꝛ 2 0 
illiam Neale, Ditto * -- - - 3 © ©] Elizabeth Fucker, Ditto 1 10 
Benjamin Meadlin, Bailey-Lane 310 'o Thomas King, White-Friars - - 6 © 
Mary Gibbons, Ditto Anu) 0 o John Proctor, Green Man - - - 5 o 
ames Sly, Jordan Well - 3 0 0 Thomas Edmunds, Mill-Lane - 3 0 
Aary Fawſon; Ditto - - is” - 2 10- 0 James Whitmore, Ditto- 1:5 ir=r 4:0 
Mary Waters, Gosſord · Street 4 © 00 Mary Satchwell, New- Street — 5 10 
Joſeph Tame, Ditto - - - 4 0 John Witherrell, Ditto - - - — 1 10 
Richard Archer, Ditto - 2 © o Anne _—_— Ditto T 
Benjamin Barwell, Ditto 23 10 0 | | W447 


L 6 J 
The government likewiſe, ſenſible of thoſe ſervices, again in the year 17 F 


ſolicited my aſſiſtance in the raiſing ſome additional companies for Gen. Stuart's 
Ke > accordin gly, the regiment came to Coventry for that purpoſe. 


In order to prevent the publicans having any juſt cauſe of complaint from 
the partial and, unequal diſtribution of the men and officers, I did as formerly 
when Gen. Lambton's regiment: were quartered here (to which Capt. Grant's 


letter hath reference) ſolicit and obtain from the Lieut. Colonel a liſt of the 


officers and men that were abſent, or in quarters: and likewiſe from the ex- 
ciſe office, an aceount of the duty paid at a ſitting by each publican ; and up- 
on which I directed the removal and alteration mentioned by the Quarter- 
maſter, i in his return to me, as in the year 1756. [See the liſt in that year. ] 


” i 


- 


Ait of the Officers of the Old Battalion. 
Major General Stuart, abſent Captain Lieut. Hutchinſon Lieut. Dundaſs 


Bien. Col. e en Lieutenant Green Enſign Green, abſent 
Major Wren L Lieut. Skeene 1 oy Enfga Roſs... ;;F_ - 
Captain Hall _ Lieut. Ste «730 knſign Montgomery © 
Captain Cliffe, abſent Lieut. Ba 4 FEnſign Johnſon 
Captain Money Lieut. Slorack : Enſign Smith 8 
Captain Dalley, 5 L..ieut. Armſby, abſent Enſign Slack _ | 
Captain Bayley - ' ' © © Lieut. Couffeau . © Enfign Marſh, abſent ** 
Captain Turner, TORR Lieut. Walker, abſent Enſign Deale of 
Captain Blunt. LU Lieut. Bayley, abient Enſign Maxwell, abſent 
ein. James Moore. "IVY Surgeon, John Douglas ma, John Boon. . 


Liſt of Vieuallers Names, Places of Abode, and Duty paid, 


„ 


1 


h l T oldtuul JAMES TURNER; Officer. 


%. 
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The Diſcovery, Purſuit, Apprehending, Proceedings, and - Trial of 


that nume us and moſt dangerous Confederate Gang, called 


The COVENTRY GANG, 


In the Years, 1763, 1764, and 1763. 
Ov, N Friday the 3d of June, 1763, being the great fair day at Coven- 
try, in the time of the proceſſion (and the firſt year I had omitted 
g) Mr. Bayley of the Callle Inn, ſent to me information, that he 
had been robbed of a large ſum in caſh, and a valuable quantity of plate, 
and had then ſecured one of the offenders, and was afraid of bringing 
him to my houſe for fear of a reſcue, and the want of a conſtable, it 
being in the midſt of the hurry, and all the officers employed in attend- 
ing on the Mayor, &. Conſidering the diſtreſt circumſtances of Mr. 
Bayley, which immediately required alliftance, I went'to his houſe, and 
there found in cuſtody a perſon that called himſelf Phillips, a bold dar- 
ing fellow, upon Mr. Bayley's giving information and enen of the 
robbery, viz. 

Coventry 5 John Bayley on oath ſaith, that this day he loft out of a bu- 
to wit, ( reau which was broke open, and there was ſtolen out thereof 
one hundred pounds, and upwards, and he hath great cauſe to ſuſpect 
a perſon now in cuſtody, who calls himſelf John Phillips did ſteal the 
ſame, and one other man, and two other women unknown to this in- 
formant were in company, whom he likewiſe luſpects were concerned 

in the: ſaid robber. | 
Sworn this 3d of June, 176g, | JOHN BAYLEY. 

before me, J. HEWITT. 5 

I then proceeded to examine Phillips (who would give no account 
of himſelf) and ordered him to be directly ſearched, which was done 


by force; after examining his pockets and finding nothing, though he 
ſtruggled as if he had part of the ſtolen caſh and property in them, and 


it was with very great difficulty a bank note of 20l. was got out of his 
hands, which was no part of the caſh or value ſtolen from Mr. Bayley's; 
perceiving then it was not from ſcar he had ſeemingly reſiſted, but in 


order to give his accomplices time to eſcape with their booty. I im- 


Fi | mediately 
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mediately charged a perſon with the cuſtody of him, and ſent to Mr. 
ackſon, a near neighbour to the Caſtle, and delired him to aſſiſt Mr. 
Bayley; and ſent as ſpeedy as I could to requeſt the fayour of all the 
inn-keepers to ſtop any horſes from going out, being the property of 
ſtrangers, until they heard from me; and ſoon aſter getting intelligence 
that a man and two women were ſeen running in great haſte towards 
the Crane Inn, at the upper end of Biſhop-ltreet; I ſent Jackon and 
Bayley after them, but they had got one of the horſes out and ſet off 
towards Nuneaton: I delired Mr. Jackſon to ſet out with Mr. Bayley 
and another perſon in purſuit; upon examining the ſtables found two 
other horſes were left, one belonging to a perſon then in the houſe; 
there being no horſes to be got, I immediately, without ceremony, or- 
dered Jackſon to mount one of the horſes belonging to the {ſuſpected 
perſons. Upon examining Mr. Simſon the landlord, he 1: id the owner of 
one of the horſes was above ſtairs, and I immediately going up found 
him there alone; upon aſking him his name and bulinets, anſwered he 
was a horſe-dealer, and came to the fair to buy horſes, that his name 
was Sherrard, and came from London, that his brother keptthe Queen's 
Head, in Gray's-Inn-Lane, with whom he lived, and had done fo for five 
years and upwards: It happened to be a houſe I had lodged at for ſe- 
veral years, and knew, or at leaſt ſuſpected it to be a falſe account, as 
a Mrs. Troutbech did live there, and I had not heard of her leaving it. 
1 directly called a perſon up and charged him to take Sherrard into cuſ- 
tody. Upon my return home I found three or four other perſons in 
cuſtody on ſuſpicion, who proved to be Patrick Reif, Margaret Wood, 
alias Margaret Clark, alias Long Peg, &c. whoſe examinations aſter 
committing of Phillips, I proceeded to take as hereafter followeth. 


The Information of WILLIAM BURBURY. 


Coventry ILLIAM BURBURY on oath ſaith, that this day he was robbed of eight 
to wit. J guineas, which was taken out of his pocket as he was ſtanding at the 
end or near Little Park Street in this city, near one o'clock, or there about, and hath great 
cauſe to ſuſpect a perſon now in cuſtody, who calls himſelf Patrick Reif, was aiding and 
aſſiſting in the ſaid robbery, and further ſaich not. | 
Sworn this gd day of June, 176g. | 
before me, J. HEWITT. | | 


WILLIAM BURBURY, 


to wit, Peace for the City and County of Coventry. 
He ſays he was going from Dublin to London, overtook yeſterday a man and woman with 


Coventry The Examination of Patrick Reif, taken before me, one of his Maje/ly's Fuflices of the 


a led horſe ;—he can't tell where, but they ſuffered him to ride —ihey all came together to 


Coventry 
! h 


, * 
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Coventry laſt night, and put up at he knows not where. — That they told him they were go- 


ing to London. —that he is lame himſelf, but that they are gone, and he ſtaid behind them, 
did not ſee them this morning, does not know their names, nor what is become ef the 
horſes, unleſs they took them away. — Being required to ſigu this his ſaid examination, re- 


ſuled either to make M mark or fign the ſame. | 
June 3, 1763. A. | J. HEWITT. 


Coventry The _ of Margaret Clark, taken before me, one of his Majeſly's Juſlices of the 
to wit. | Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as followeth: _ | 
That ſhe comes from Newton in Lancaſhire, came to town about one o'clock, was in coch- 
piny wich Margaret Wood at the Red Lion in Warrington about a month fince, that 
the mare ſhe came to town on, is her own ; that no other perſon hath travelled with her, or 
been in company with her beſides the ſaid Margaret Wood; that ſhe was in London laſt 
Chriſtmas, in Baldwin's Gardens, and left London the Monday after Chriſtmas-day, came 
into Lancaſhire, and ſtaid at Seven Acres near Newton, till about nine days ago, and then 
went by herſelf into Yorkſhire, to Blackſtone Edge, and met with Margaret Wood at Aber- 
forth, whom ſhe had not ſeen for a long time before, and they came together to Coventry 


this day. 
The mark of 


Taken before me, this 3d Fune, 1763. | 
- WY WIE-T MARGARET N CLARK. 


Coventry) The Examination of Margaret Wood, taken before me, one of his Majeſly's Fuſlices of 
to wit. (| the Peace ſor-the ſaid City, who ſays as follows : | 

That ſhe lives at Carlifle, and came from- thence three months ago, or about Chriſtmas 
laſt, that ſhe met with the perſon now in cuſtody at that time, called Margaret Clark; that 
ſhe came out of Yorkſhire within this week.by way of Sheffield. Derby, and Loughborough, 


lay there laſt Wedneſday night, no other perſon in company but the ſaid Margaret Clark lay 
five or ſix miles off, that the horfe ſhe came on is her own, that ſhe was born in the pariſh 


of Rochelift, and about three months fince left that place, and came io York on Whitſun- 
Monday with the ſaid Clark, that they ſet out from Rochelift together, came by Perith, and 
by Preſton. and to York; that the ſaid Clark hath told this informant ſhe was born in Biſhop- 
rick. that ſhe left Briſtol laſt Chriſtmas was a twelve month, and hath lived on her huſbang's 
effects ever ſince, but doth not know the place of his ſettlement, and further faith not. 


The mack of MARGARET A WOOD. 
On the gd of June, late at night Meſſrs. Bayley and Jackſon returned in great triumph, and 


to the general ſatisfaction of the public, and not a little fo to the injured family, whoſe ſuture 
proſperity was ſo much depending upon their ſucceſs ; not only the large ſum, but alſo the 
plate, ſaving a {mall deficiency when compared to the large amount of the property ſtolen 
being recovered. Nichols was the perſon who joined them in the purſuit, and whoſe horſe 
from the ſevere riding died on the road, within two miles of Leiceſter, and dropped as Jack- 
fon and Bayley overtook the robbers, Nichols went on to Leiceſter in purſuit of the women 
that 3 with the remains of the caſh and plate: For his account, ſee the copy of his 
own letter. | 


In order to juſtify my committing Ogden, and Margaret Brown, the two perſons appre- 


hended in the chaiſe, I took the firſt further and ſhort information of Mr. Bayley, Shall only 
here make one obſervation, that it was the moſt fortunate circumſtance the overtaking the 
offenders before their arrival in Leiceſter, had they reached Dowglas's houle, neither cath, 
plate, nor the thieves had been recovered or dilcoyered, or the gang met with ſo complete 
Juſtice and conviction, | Coveniry 
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Coventry Tie ſuriher Information of John Bayley of the ſaid City, Inn-holder, taken on Oath be- 


to wit. fore me, one of his Majeſly's Juſlices of the Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follous: 

That he loſt out of a bureau, or deſk, which was in a chamber in his dwelling houſe, one 
hundred pounds in guineas and half guineas, except fiveſhillings in ſilver, in one bag, feven large 
ſilver ſpoons, two ſilver ſalts, two pair of ſhoe buckles, one plated, the eher filver ; and about 
eighty-ſour pounds in guineas and half guineas taken out of anothep-drawer.; and one thirty- 
fix ſhilling piece, and two guineas out of one other drawer in the ſaid, bureau, and believes 
that a perſon who calls himſelf William Ogden, and a woman, hg calls herſelf his wiſe, 
a man who calls himſelf John Phillips, and another woman who is not apprehended, and 
whoſe name he doth not know, did break open the ſaid bureau, and ſteal and carry away 
the ſaid gold and filver to the ſaid amount, and the ſaid ſpoons and buckles, and further this 
examinant ſaith not. i 1 8 

Sworn before me this 4th Day of | JOHN BAYLEY. 

June, 1763, J. HE WIT T. ; | 
Coventry The Inſormation of John Bayley, taken before me, one of his Majeſly's Fuſltces of the 
to wit. Peace for the ſaid City and County, who ſaith as follows : 

That on Friday laſt about twelve o'clock, two men and two women, very well dreſſed, 
came to his houſe, being the Caſlle Inn, near the Croſs in this city, and deſired a private 
room, having particular buſineſs to ſettle (moſt of the rooms in the houſe being at that time 
engaged) they were ſhewed into a lodging-room above ſtairs, and immediately called for a 
pint of wine and ſome water; this informant being informed foon aſter of company being 
there, recollected his having a bureau and a conſiderable ſum of money and plate therein, 
ſtanding in the ſaid chamber, went up ſtairs to ſee that all was ſafe, when upon his entering 
the room (and going towards the bureau) one of the men immediately ſeized him, and the 
other three perſons run down ſtairs ; this informant, as ſoon as he could diſengage himſelf, 
laid his hand on the deſk, and found it was opened and his caſh and plate taken away, to 
the amount of 187]. 18s. in money, two filver ſalts, ſeven large ſpoons, two pair of ſhoe 
buckles, one plated, the other filver; that upon which he immediately purſued the thieves, 
and took the man (who laid hold on him) near the croſs, the other three got off, but being 
afterwards purſued by him and Mr. Jackſon, one man and one woman was taken in a poſt— 
chaiſe within one mile of Leiceſter that ſame night, and upon ſearching them, all the money 
and plate was found upon them (excepting fix ſpoons, and about filtcen pounds in money) 
one of the women not yet taken. | 

Taten this 4% Day of June, 176g. JOH N BAYLEY. 
i before J. HE WITT. 6 2:80. 7 


Mr. Bayley, I have ſent you account of the marks of the horſe, which he died in one hour 
aſter I left him; I brought home with me the ſaddle, bridle, and ſurcingale, and Mr, 
Brown of Hinckley bath the rugg; as I ſuppoſe you will advertiſe all the other horſes, I 
thought proper to ſend you the particulars, I heard at Leiceſter that they had a houſe of 
rendevouſe, at a place called Bellgrove, near Leiceſter, which two perſons ſaid they would 
go directly to ſee if they could find out the ſpoons, and which I told them the marks, I 
fall be up your road myſelf, Yours JOHN NICHOLS, Birmingham. 


From the Seven Stars Inn, Witley near Coventry, I received the following Account. 
That on Friday laſt, June 3, about two o'clock, there came to the ſaid inn, two men, 
and two women, with five horſes, ſeemed in a great hurry and confuſion ; the men alighted, 
called for a pint of wine, and after having ſome private converſation, mounted their horſes, 
and returned towards Coyentry ; the women paid for the wine, changed half a guinea, 12 
5 Pulled 


\ 
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pulled out a handful of gold, the women went on to Riton toll-gate, on the London road, 
with the led grey horſe, with a bridle, ſaddle, and ſaddle cloth, "and a new pair of ſaddle 
bags; the women were gentecly dreſſed, and rode on hunting fide ſaddles. | 


Cov entry The E. d of William Ogden, taken before me, one of his Majeſty" « Fuſlices of 
to wit. 5 the Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows: 

That his name is , Wiiliam Ogden, was born at Keſwick near Kendall, witch place 
he left fifteen years * came from Jamaica, and arrived at Cork in Ireland a bout 
two months fince, in ſhip called the Elizabeth, captain Flim; left Cork about a 
month ago, and arrived at Park-Gate about three weeks ſince; from thence went to Bawtree 
in Yorkſhire, but doth not know any place that he called at ou the road to that town; 
was two days travelling and had no companion with: him all the way, where he met his _ 
at the Blue Anchor, who had lived there for ſome time, the perſon that kept the houſe being 
relations, but this examinant knows not their names; and further ſaith, that he and his wife 
{et out together from Bawtree about four days ſince, on one horſe, and no ocher perſon was 
in company with them neither.on the road nor at any inn, until they came to the Bull-Inn 
at Nuneaton on Wedneſday laſt, where thy lay all night, and ſupped in company with two 
men they fell in company with on the road near that town, but whom this examinant had 
never ſeen before, neither doth he know their names, though they continued in company to- 
gether all Thurſday, and came together to the Crane Inn in this city that ſame afternoon, 
about tour or five o'clock, where they lav and continued in company together all that even- 
ing; that yeſterday morning this examinaut got up about ſeven o'clock, and in company 
with one of the men, went out together on foot to a ſaddler's ſhop. in the market-place, and 
was drinking with his wife, and a woman he doth not know, and a perſon now in cuſtody. 

Taken the 4th of June, 1763. 
ore. f E c 1 1 f. WILLIAM OG D EN 


Coventry T he Kee Examination of William Ogden, taken before me, one of hts Majelly's Fuſ- 
to wit. tices of the Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows : 

That yeſterday morning aſter being at the {addler's near the croſs, and oppoſite to Mr. 
Bayley's, they returned back to his i inn, the Crane in this city, and this examinant in com- 
pany with a perſon a ſailor, whoſe name he doth not know, went out again after breakfaſt, 
and met Margaret his wife, in company with another woman, in the oe. -place, near the 
croſs, when his wife and another woman in company, went to Mr. Bayley's. houſe, who 
keeps the Caſtle Inn, and this examinant and a perſon a ſailor, went into the ſaid inn Iike- 
wiſe ; and him, this examinant, with the ſailor aforeſaid, went up ſlairs into a room on the 
right hand, when this examinant, his wife, the women in company with her, and the ſailor 
ſat down together, and called for a pint of wine, and this examinant ae there were a 
bed in that room, and obſerved a cheſt of drawers in the next room; that after drinking one 
glaſs of wine he left the room, in order to go to the church yard 10 ſee the proceſſion, but 
being fatigued he went to the inn and called out for his horſe; after paying for him he ſet 
out with his wiſe whom he took behind him a little ſarther upon the road, and went for 
Nuneaton, and 100k a poſtchaiſe from the Bull for Leiceſter, but being flopt on the road was 
into cuſtody ; never was at the Bull-head in Stoke near this city, that he hath not been in the 
town of Sheffield for near ſour or five years, nor ever at Derby or Nottingham, and hath not 
been at L iceſter nor Loughborcuzh this four or five years, nor ever at York or Doncaſter, 
nor Atherf{lone, Aſhby-de-la- zouch, Burcou-upon-Trent, Aſhburn in the Peak, Market-Boſ- 
worth, nor Lichfiel1; that he doth not remen, ber the vame of any town he called at on the 
road from Bawtec to Nuneaton, excepting Rotheram and Ecclesfield ; that the money now 
found on him he brought with him from Jamaica; that he hath been married to the woman 
that is now with him about four z ears face at Dublin, whole maiden name was Margaret Brown, 
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that the place where they were married at was in Coles Lane, Dublin, but doth not know the 


place of her birth, and further this examinant knows not. 
Taten the 4th of Fune, 1763, 


before J. HEWITT. © Ds 

Coventry The Examination of Margaret Brown, taken before me, one 7 his Majelz's Juſtices of 
the Peace for the ſaid City, who ſuys as folls: 0 

* Weſtmoreland, that 


to wit. 
That her Father's name was Brown, and ſhe was boru at Clifton 
ſhe was married to William Ogden, at St. Bee's Church, near WhitAaven, about five years 
fince, and refuſes to tell where ſhe went afterwards, but that ſhe left Bawiree about à fortnight 
ſince, and hath been about that time in coming from thence to Coventry, but cannot Tell 
where ſhe lay the night before ſhe came with her huſband to Coventry, that ſhe and her huſ- 
band came together to Bawtree, and ſtaid there only one night, and hath no relations in or 
near the ſaid town ; and further this examinant will not ſay. | 
The mark of 


Taken this 4th of Fune, 176g, 
II T. MARGARET A BROWN, 
Patrick Reif upon the 11th of June, ſignified to the goaler his wiſhes to make a free and 
voluntary confeſſion and diſcovery of his accomplices. I directly ordered him to be brought 
before me that evening, with all the ſecrecy that it would poſſibly admit of, when he gave 


the information, dated the 11th of June, as ſolloweth: 
Coventry | 
to wit. The Examination of Patrick Reif, alias Caſey, who ſays as follows: 

That he hath known Margaret Wood, alias Giles, alias Betty Smart, this fourteen years, 
and that ſhe was tranſported from Morpeth in Northumberland, about nine or ten years, 
that ſhe returned before her time was expired, that he ſaw her about one year after at Borough- 
bridge fair, in York{hire, at the Black Bull, that about four years ſince he faw her at Briſtol ; 
that he, this examinant, hath known Margaret Clark, alias Ferguſon, alias Long Peg, alias 
Wilſon. about nine years, that ſhe was trayſported about that time, that ſhe returned from 
tranſportation before her time was expired, that ſhe lately returned from London;, and this 
examinant further ſaith, that he met the aforeſaid Margaret Wood, alias Giles, &c. with 
Margaret Clark, alias Ferguſon, &c. in this city, and William Smith and one other perſon, 
- on Friday laſt in the High-ſtreer, that he ſaw them attempt ſeveral times to pick the pocket 
of a country man, whoſe name was Burbury, that at laſt they did accompliſh it, and gave this 

examinant one guinea, and told him there was only eight guineas anda half in the purſe they „ 
took out of the faid perſon's pocket; that he knows John Smith, alias George, alias Hugh 
Smith, alias Porter, alias Douglaſs, who keeps a public houſe at Leiceſter, was tranſported 
about {even years ſince, and returned before his time was expired; that he knows Ann jack- 
| fon, alias Cole, alias Caſey, who was tranſported ſome time ſince and returned likewile before 
3 the time expired, hath ſeveral children, one at a houle, as he thinks, is called the valliant 
trooper; that he knows Richard Hitchens, and Mary Elgar, that they were both in town 
on Friday laſt; that he knows John Phillips, alias Duplex; William Ogden, alias William 
Palleſton, who are now in the goal of this city ; that he knows Thomas Sherrard, alias 
Haws, now in goal, that he is likewife returned from tranſportation ; that the watch now in 
my keeping he bought of Long Peg, alias Clark, &c. And this examinant further ſaith, he 
- knows Peggy Brown, alias Richardſon, whoſe huſband was tranſported and is returned, and 
was at Coventry on the third of June Jaſt, that the ſaid Peggy Brown was ately in Flint goal, 
that her father and mother lately kept the Hotſe and Jockey ale-houſe, near Cheſter, and the 


fame perſon js now in the goal of this city. | 
The mark of 


| Taken the 11th of June, 1763, 1 
before J. HEWI IT I. 3 PATRICK 4% REIT, alias CASEY. 


WILLIAM. OG DEN, 
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UPON taking the contents and their importance into conſider- 
ation, I immediately determined to fend in purſuit of the perſons 
therein deſcribed, and who were at large, for which purpoſe I applied 
to proper peo tho were conſtables, for that purpoſe, but they all 
declared 1 dreſs to accompany me, but would not undertake 
it without my bog with them to give any advice they might fland in 
need of. - 
*As ſuccels depended upon ſecreey and diſpatch, I determined not 
to wait for any attendants and their delays; I poſted away to Leiceſter 
in hopes to mtercept fome of the gang on their return from Belton fair. 
After many difficulties, the recorder (Mr Wright) engaged to give me 
all the aſſiſtance in his power; Smith, alias Porter was my firſt object, 
'but for want of his examination with me, I could not recollect particu- 
lars ſufficient to find out his dwelling by the name of Smith, or Porter; 
in order to diſcover him, I applied to the mayor for a liſt of the inn- 
keepers and victuallers, their names, and figns: obſerving the name of 
Smith, a publican, and who lived at the end of the town towards Coven- 
try, and where travelling pedlers called, was in hopes there to find the 
man, but upon enquiring his character, and time ol reſidence, found 
he could not be the Snitth I wanted, and there appeared no other per- 
fon licenced under that name in the borough. 

The expectation of the returns from Belton that night, (being Satur- 
day) determined my flay, and in converſation with the mayor and con- 
ltavle, I enquired after the character of every inkeeper, and the time 
of their living at Leiceſter; when the name of Douglalg was mentioned 
and the Bluc Bell, I recollected Rie{ ſaid, that Smith had married the land- 
lord's daughter, who formerly kept the houſe, and kept a coal yard, 
which cxactly agreed with the account of Douglaſs; upon enquiring if 
it was known where he came from, or what profeſſion or calling, could 
give no anſwer. The mayor obſerving me to become very cheartul and 
languine with reſpect to Douglaſs, ſays, Lord, fir, I hope you don't think 
any thing of Mr. Douglaſs, a man that is exceedingly reſpected, and in 
good credit, it can i poilbly be him you want to take up: without an- 
iweringl pulled out my warrant backed for the borough and county, and 
deſired the conſtable tirſt to immediately take up Douglas; upon which 
the Mayor, with great emotion ſaid,“ Sir, I am poſitive you're miſtaken, 


you need not {end a warrant or confiable I am ſure he will come without, 
and 


q 
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and upon my word, towhichl agreed: the conſtable went. and returned 
ſpeedily, with an account that the houſe was {hut up, and the family in 
bed, being near half paſt ten; the mayor {ll continued incredulous, 
and engaged he ſhould be forth coming in the mornipg: I went to bed 
much diſlatisfied, ſearing I ſhould be deceived, an Porlglaſs eſcape, 
being certain in my own opinion he mult be Porter, aas Smith. 

The mayor, and who was the landlord-of the inn, Þromiſed to call 
upon me carly in the morning, and the conſtable to be in waiting, 
however, I did not wait for his worthip's call, I rang the bell, and raii- 
ed the houſe before ſix, being Sunday morning, few people moving: the 
conſtable was the hirſt man Ilaw, who promiſed he would directly bring 
Douglaſs to me; with great anxiety of mind J fat near half an hour, 
which appeared an age, whena man came running almol! out of breath, 
calls out, Sir, Douglals hath made his elcape and gone; the mayor had 
juſt made his appearance, aſter recovering the furprize and indignati- 
on I was ſtruck with, I with no little warmth alked his worſhip. what he 
thought of his honeſt friend Douglals, and the honeli_conſiaile; he did 
not wait to give any reply, but without his hat ran into the ſtreet, and 
in a ſew minutes the town was raiſed, and a purſuit in all quarters. 
As ſoon as I had recollected myſelf, I went to Douglals's houſe, and 
there ſound the other conllable, whom I directly attacked with ſome 
warmth, as a traitor; the man directly replied, tor God's ſake, ſir, don't 
be ina paſhon: in a pathon, you {coundrel, when you have let ſuch a vil- 
lain eſcape; Lord fir, what villain? Mr. Douglals is up ſlaits; up llairs, 
you blockhead, why then you are only giving that opportunity; at your 
perilsgo to him, and bring him to the Cranes, where, in a few moments, 
a meſſenger came with intelligence that the man was taken, endeavour- 
ing to elcape by ſome court, or yard, that proved no thoroughlare. 
A new myſtery came forth, and wanted an explanation; Douglaſs eſ- 
caped, Douglals at home, and up ſtairs, Douglals purſued, and appre- 
hended in a court yard; at length the perſon apprehended was brought 
with a large attendance, and ſoon aſter introduced to me, who ſaid his 
name was Smith, but not Smith, alias Douglaſs, only had lodged at his 
houſe that night; wliy then, in the name of fortune what are you, that 
the whole town hath been alarmed, and in perſuit aiter you? he ſaid 
he could not tell, but he was walking out, and law a man or two run-. 


ning alter him, and he ſet out belore them, and they followed; I de- 
_ tired 


PD —— 2 2323 


COVENTRY GANG. 125 


' fired the man to be taken care of until Mr. Mayor's return, and like- 
wie thathe v. en. be ſearched, and the contents of his pockets, &c. taken 
care of in the - n while. 

Soon afte Wuglaſs is introduced by the Mayor; his decent ap- 
pearance hag e effect upon me at firſt, I deſired the Mayor would 
alk him a few quh lions, but he deſired to be excuſed, and requeſted me 
to do it; I then put the following queſtions to him. 

Q What is your name? _ A. J. Douglaſs. 

Q. Where was you born?) . a 

A. At Newcaltle-upon-Tyne. 

Q. How long have you lived in this town ? 

A. About two years. 

Q Where was the laſt place of your abode before Leiceſter ? 

A. London. 

Q. As it appears you have been abſent from the place of your birth 
ſome years, where have you chiefly reſided between the time of your 
leaving Newcaltle and your going to reſide in London? 

A. When you give me your reaſons for alking theſe en I will 
anſwer you. | 

I directly replied, I ſhall not give you any reaſons until you are at 
Coventry, where you are to go under my warrant. I fee you are the 


—_ the man I want. 


He immediately dropped his countenance, I rend his guilt, and he 
deſired to ſpeak to Mr. Mayor (who began to fear) and upon going in- 
to the bar, he ſaith, I deſire I may ſtay and ſettle my affairs for I ſhall 
never return here again. I charged the conſtable at his peril to take 
care of him ; during the time of the examination of Smith, five other 
perſons were brought in, who had been taken up in different parts 
of the town ; at the deſire of the magiſtrates I examined them like- 
wiſe, whom I found were part of the ſame gang, and returning from 
Belton as expected ; amongſt them was a man that ran away from his 
wiſe and family from Farnham, and was travelling about the country 
with another woman, under the character of a travelling baker, the firſt 
of the trade I ever heard in that character carrying with him his utenſils. 


The Names of the Perſons taken up, were John Smith, alias Douglas, 
alias Porter. 

William Fall, alias Smith, | | | 
| H h . Richard 
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Richard Edwards, alias Wingate, alias Weſt Country Deck, and Mar- 


tha Edwards his wife. 

stephen Morrice, alias Johnſon, and his N A 

John Hall, and his miſtreſs. | 

The firſt ſix, upon the magiſtrates appearing fear 14 committing, 
L had them the ſame day conveyed to Coventry, and ok their exami- 


nations, which follows theſe particulars. 

For the ſatisfaction of my readers, ſhall return back to Sunday morn- 
ing, in order to explain the comedy of errors that happened ſo early, 
which aroſe from the following incident : Smith, alias Fall, who was in 
bed that morning when the conſtables went for Douglaſs, hearing thecon- 
ſtable's addrels toDouglal: „ conſcious of guilt, ran out of the houſe; being 
purſued by a perſon employed by me, but who was a ſtranger to Dou- 
glaſs, as well as Fall, directly purfued him, and Fall's ignorance carried 
him into a yard, as I have before mentioned, where he was taken. A 

erſon who ſaw Fall, alias Smith, when on the eſcape, came to me in all 
haſte with the account that Douglas had made his elcape. The mayor 
who ran out, occaſioned a general alarm, in conſequence of which 
a RSA ſearch followed, and theſe perſons were dilcovered. 


* From other Informations taken from papers and Letters and found upon the Priſoners. 

On the 12th of June, 1763, upon the examination of Ann Moriſon layeth, that Thomas 
Wiſeman is a ſkinner and breeches-maker, lives at the Bell in Kegworth, in Leicefterſhire, 
bath. been at ſerjeant, Bates' in Coventry, is known to Douglas, is acquainted with Margaret 
Woods (Eſq; + Stubbs near Evelhambank was arreſted) and acquainted with William Smith; - 
by letter from George Smith, John Woods died 14th of Augult, 1762: Letter dated October 
13, fays Smith died September 18, on board the Ocean man of war, ſigned G. Smith; and 
it appears ſhe was in goal laſt May, at Grantham, 


Coventry "T0 Examination of Martha Edwards, taken tefore me, one of his Majeſty's 2 
10 wit. of the Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows : _ 

That ſhe was born in the pariſh of Weſtbury, in Gloceſterſhire, that her father' s name is 
Wheeler, that ſhe hath been married near upon four years to Richard Edwards, that ſhe and 
her huſband have travelled together near a year and a half, that her huſband is a dealer in 
horſes, and ſhe and her huſband have been at the Boaz's Head in Leiceſter fince laſt: Friday 
was ſen'night, that they came there {from Melton Mowbray that day, but cannot tell where 
they have been from the time of their coming ſrom home, until the day they came from Mel- 
ton Mowbary, that the parcel of counters now found upon her, ſhe found in the road, that 
the doth not know any of the perſons now brought from Leiceſter, and further ſaith not. 


Signed June 12, 1765, The mark of 
before J. HEWITT. | 1 MARTHA EDWARDS. 
SIR, 5 Bow Street, 1th of June. 1763. 


Sir John F ielding hath this moment received yours, and directs me to preſent his reſpects to you, 


and acquaint you that Smith, alias Porter, was tranſported about the time you mention, from 
Rocheſier 


f COVENTRY GANG. 127 


Rocheſter in Kent, for ſtealing a filver tankard from Greenwich, and not tranſported from the Old 
Bailev, hat was committed by Sir John, therefore at all events it will be right to detain him; 
as to Hall, Kc. we cannot in ſo ſhort a time give you any particular account of them, but 
will make the mod expeditious enquiry poſſible, and give you notice thereof, and in the 
hngwNhes vou would fend him the deſcription of their ſeveral perſons. I am 
18 ' Your moſt obedient humble ſervant G 


- Coventry. W. MARSD-EN. 


mean time Sir 
for Sir John bie 
To Jolin Hewitt 


Coventry} The Examimgation of Stephen Morris, token before me, one of has Majrfly's Fuffices of the 
to wit. 5 1 \ Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows > - SE | 
That he was born in the county ef Cork, in the kingdom of Ireland; that he left that 

kingdom about ſeven or eight years ſince; and about . four or five years ago he married his 

preſent. wife, at Ormſkirk, in Lancaſhire, whoſe name was Guy, but doth not know where 
ſhe was born; that he has one ſon at Rudgley whole name is Smith, whom bis ſaid wife had 
by a former huſband whoſe name was John Smith ; that he knows — Edwards, the wife 
of Richard Edwards, that he came from Grantham with her huſband to Leiceſter; and lay at 
the Boai's Head, and at the Fox in ey i Mowbray ; that he remembers ſeeing John Smith, 


* 


our years ſince. 


alias Douglas, at Northampton, about | 5 
Coventry } The Examination of Richard Edwards, taken before me, one of his Majeſty's Juſlices of 
to wit. the Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows : 

That he was born at Rhenox Aſh, in the pariſh of Stroud, in the county of Gloceſter, and 
that he has been from thence about a year and a half, together with bis wiſe, to whom he 
has been married about four yeats, who was born in the marſhes below Briſtol, and was 
lately at Belton ſair; that about a year and a half fince they were at: Hertford; and were at 
St. Albans about a month ſince; and they have travelled the country with flockings and rib- 
bons, but does not know the name of any one perſon he ever bought his goods of, nor never 
took out a licence, and further this examinant faith not. 2 

Taken this 29th day of June, 176g, 
- before ne, J. HEWITT. 


IN. | 4] The Mark of it 4s 
RICHARD N ED WAR DS. 
Dear I io e en bation ee Bou -Street, 94% June, 1763. | 
L received the favour of yours with the newſpaper incloſed, and ſincerely congratulate you 
on the ſucceſs you have had in detecting ſo many of a deſperate gang of villains, who con- 
ſtantly become ſuch a nuiſance in country places after being drove out of London, or after 
their returning from tranſportation (as two at leaſt of thoſe you have committed are ; a few 
days before your notice, I committed three here myſelt, who are part of the fame gang, one 
of whom J had admitted an evidence, in hopes of bringing the other two, if not more, of their 
accomplices to juſtice; On receipt of your letter I re-examined the evidence Richard Fuller, 
{hewing' him the account from Coventry, whereupon he gave the following account of fix of 
thoſe you have committed, viz. That John Phillips is in fact one John Duplex, that Wil- 
liam Ogden, &c.— is William Palleſter, aud that ſaid Duplex and Palleſter are the very 
two men who in Auguſt laſt robbed the houſe of John Fern, at the Swan in Lichfield, of 
ninety pounds, out of a bureau. Palleſter is allo returned from tranſportation, and both of 
them ſtand charged with felonies in Middleſex, Margaret Brown, &c. is Paleſter's wife, 
Thomas Sherrard, five feet ſeven, &c — is one Iſaac Haus, alſo returned from tranſportation, 
Margaret Clark, known in London by the name of Long Peg, and uſedio be a famous ſhop-liiter. 
Patrick Reif.—real name Patrick Caſey, now in Fuller's information for robberies in London 


and Middleſex, The woman gentecly dreſt, aud the man with the led horſe, who eſcaped, ; 
are | 
4 


U 
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are ſuppoſed to be Mary Elgar, a famous pick-pocket, now in ſaid Fuller's information, for 
robberies in Middleſex. This account 1 verily believe you may depend upop ; indeed. Du- 
plex and Paleſter we very well know, I committed the latter for the ſact for which he was 
tranſported : I ſend you incloſed a warrant againſt Reif. alias Caſey, 2 for you to back 
and detain him thereon, leſt he ſhould get over the charge in Coveytty ; d/,ubt not but if 
you ſend to Ferne in Lichfield, he will come and ſwear to Duplex andyPp/eſter, but if you 
ſhould find the evidence inſufficient againſt them, I will collect what ciF#rge there is againſt 
them here, and give you notice thereof: Duplex was not long ag tried at Nottingham, 


Lady Fielding joins with me in reſpectſul compliments to yourſelf and family, from 4 
P. S. If you will direct your goaler to ſend me Yout reſpectful friend, 

up a copy of the ſailor's commitment, I will rer 1 | 

{uade the proſecutors to remove him by Habeas, J FIELDING. 


Coventry, June 13, 1763. 

The following is a liſt of the perſons who were committed to the goal of this city by me, 
being all belonging to the ſame gang, lately concerned in divers robberies in London and 
Middleſex, and ſeveral of them lately returned from tranſportation before the expiration of their 
time, viz. John Duplex, alias Phillips, lately try'd at Nottingham. William Palleſter, alias 
Ogden, lately returned from tranſportation. Margaret Brown, alias Peggy Richardſon. 
Theſe perſons with Mary Elgar (not yet taken) were concerned in robbing Mr. Bayley of this 
city about ten days ſince, and who in Auguſt laſt robbed Mr. Ferne, the Swan in Lichfield, 
are ſuppoſed to be the ſame perſons who robbed the 1nn-keepers at Derby and Worceſter. 
Iſaac Hawes, alias Thomas Sherrard, lately returned from tranſportation. Margaret Fer- 
guſon, alias Clark, alias Long Peg, concerned in robbing William, Burbury, and likewiſe re- 
turn'd from tranſportation. Patrick Reif, alias Caley, concerned in the ſaid robbery, and 
others in London, &c. 

Margaret Wood, alias Giles, alias Betty Smart, alias Smith, aid to be returned from 
tranſportation, and charged with the laſt mentioned robbery. _ 

William Smith likewiſe charged with the ſame robbery, is a tall rawbone man, of ſwar— 
thy complexion, there were found on him a modern fized filver watch with a French crown, 
date 1751, and under the {lower-de-luce, a * mark, ſcemed to be done with a nail, or point 
of a'pen-knife, born in Cumberland, near Longtown, returned from tpanſportation. 

John Smith, alias Hugh Smith, alias George Smith, alias Porter, alias Douglas, returned 
from tranſportation. 

Stephen Morris, a ſhort thick well-looking man. 

Ann Morris his wife, lately in Grantham goal,—a big luſty woman. 

Richard Edwards, alias Weſt Country Dick, andMartha his wife. 

Coventry | 
to wit, | : The [WET of William Smith, who ſays as follows | 

That he was born ata place called Hawtown near Garriſton, in the county of Cumberland, 
is about thirty years of age, which place he leſt about fourteen years ſince, when he ſet out 
to trade and ſell goods on his own account : That his father's name was Robert Smith, that 
the perſon's name is Jane Smith, who was born in the Biſhoprick of Durham, at a place call- 
ed Norham, and hath been with him about eighteen years, hath fix children who are now at 
Kegworth, that he cannot or will not give any account from the time above mentioned, where 
he hath principally travelled, during the ſpace of the ſaid fourteen years, but that he hath 
been in different parts of this iſland of Great Britain, ſometimes Scotland; ſometimes England, 


but hath never been i in Ireland, or no place out of this kingdom: That he was at Coventry 
| on 


; 1 
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I great fair day with the above Jane Smith, whom he calls his wife, but cannot tell 
c 


neithe? the Face He was at the day before, nor any time before that; his goods are with his 
ſaid compattion, Who is gone to receive more goods from London, which were to come to 
Kegworth ; at he days with Mr. Birch, Cheſter, and Cowper, of Saliſhury ; Cope, Clare, 
r. Marriott, Mancheſter, Mr. Webb in Saliſbury, and theſe are 
any dealings with : That he was at Andover in Hampſhire when he 
took out his licence IA year: That the watch found upon him he took in exchange of goods 
near to Derby, but dotAnot know the perſon, nor the time when the exchange was made; 
hath not been in Lichfield of more than twelve months, nor Burton or Derby of twelve months; 
was at Nottingham about tdlve weeks ſince, went from thence towards Derby, and from 
thence into Cheſhire. That he knows Margaret Wood, and ſaw her at Coventry fair, who 
is now in cuſtody; that he hath known John Douglaſs of Leiceſter about two years, but ne- 
ver ſaw him beſore, nor at any other place, that he hath been at his houſe ever ſince laſt Sa- 
turday was ſev'night; that Jane Smith hath been from him ever ſince laſt Monday. I hay- 
ing read over the names ſent me in a letter from Sir John Fielding, dated Bow-ftreet, gth of 
June, 1763, with the names of the perſons therein mentioned; he gave for anſwer he did 
not know any of the ſaid perſons therein mentioned, by thoſe or by any other names, hath not 


been in London of more than twelve months; that neither he nor his wife knows very little 


of Margaret Wood, nor are acquainted only now and then meeting at a fair, 
June, 13, 1763. The mark of 
J. HEWITT. WILLIAM « SMITH, 


SIR, | Other Accounts. 

Laſt night I came out of Cheſhire, when I called at George Leigh's Eſq; but he happened 
not to be at home, but his ſteward told one that they miſſed after their houſe was broke open, 
which was laſt Friday five weeks, ſince which Phillips and Ogden lay the night following 
at the place where I inn, in Newcaſtle-under-Line, with three women along with them, which 
the Inn-keeper deſcribed their horſes very exactly to me yeſterday, mentioned their ſaddles 
and ſaddle ruggs, and new leather bags, particularly Phillips's new ſaddle and cloth miſſing 
from Squire Leigh's, thirty quarter guineas, a great numberof very odd pieces of coin, which 
Eſquire Leigh's ſon brought from abroad with him, and ſome of but little value, but there is 
ſome foreign coin in ſilver pieces, and ſome in mixt metal, one very remarkable piece which 


is particularly fpotted, one ſilver ſeal valued at 7l. with his coat of arms upon, but the par- 


ticulars you ſhall have as ſoon as che Squire comes home, I ſhall have a letter from him ſoon. 


Birmingham June 23, 1763. 5 am yours, &c. 
| | JOHN NICHOLS. 


S I R, = 9 | - FS 
The 19th of September laſt paſt, I was robbed of one hundred and thirty nine pounds four 


Milliogs and ſix-pence, ſuch like villains as you have under confinement; it would be too 
tedious to incert here how it was tranſacted, but hearing of a certain number of perſons be- 
ing committed to your goal, am come from Mancheſter upon no other errand but to ſee thoſe 
villains, whether they are the ſame as I have a ſuſpicion of, I expect I ſhall know them again. 
I hope you will pardon this intruſion, not being able to come up myſelf through the fatigue 

of my journey, and alſo infirm and lame. Iam, Sir, | 
I am at Mr. Clew's, Friday night, Your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 


near 8 o'clock at Coventry T HO, S MIT H. 


I T 


from the general quarter ſeſſions of the county of Northumberland; th 


peared, Dated the Bhregpth day. of July, 176g, 
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Coventry The further information of Patrick Reif, taken before me, one of his Maj /t; V. es of 
to wit. the Peace for the ſaid City and County, who ſays as follows 


That he knew John Fall, and Margaret his wife; who were tranſportea frme-years ſince, 
„Villigen Smith, alias 


and Margaret his wife, 
d ey Lo in- 


Fall, now in the goal of this city, did go over with the ſaid John F 
that they ſaid Falls did. as to the beſt of his knowledge, and believe. 
formed him, return within: one year after they were fo ſnip'd off, alonp with the ſaid Smith, 

alias Fall, and one Elizabeth Wilſon, alias Taylor, who were likewiſ ranſported at the ſame 
time; that Jane the wife of William Smith, alias Fall, was tranſported likewiſe with them; 
and that John Smith, alias Douglaſs, is returned from tranſporfation, and that his houſe at 
Leiceſter, as this informant hath great reaſon to believe, hath been the place of reception. 
for the gang ever ſince he ſetiled there, and that he, this informant, was directed by Margaret 
Wood, alias Fall, &c. with ſeveral of the priſoners now in goal, tio meet, them at the bouſe of 
the {aid Douglaſs, alias Smith, in Leiceſter: After their buſineſs at Coventry was done on the 
fair day, and that the ſaid perſons mentioned in this information have threatned ſince their 
impriſonment, that if they can eſcape they will do for the juſtice that hath committed. them, 


and all who have been concerned in ene and further this informant {aith not. 
Sworn: beſore me, the 8th of July. 1763, The mark of | 
HEWI I I. 3 PATRICK N REI F. 


LONDON. 8 
Theſe are to certify that at the general quarter ieſſions of the bende holden for the city of 
London, at the Guild-hall within the ſaid city, on Monday the 4th day of July inflant, Pa- 
trick Caſey, George While, Thomas Cole, and John Clark, were indicted for ſtealing three 
Eaſt India bonds, of the value of 1031. each, the property of Joachi:a Gerhard Baas, privately 
from: his perſon ; and Joſeph Walton allo. ſtands indicted as acceilary after the fact, by ſelo- 
noufly receiving the ſaid bonds, to which indictment they, or any of. them, have not yet ap- 


„„ 


N EWGAT E. 16th Jorv, 1763. 
T have ſearched our records, and find that William Palleſter was in December ſeſſion, ca- 


pitally convicted of ſtealing a ſilver tankard, but was pardoued en condition of trauſportation 


far the term of natural life, was accordingly delivered to be tranſported, 22d Feb. 1757. 
ISAAC HALL, alias HA WE S. 
Was convidted of ſtealing a handkerchief from the perſon of Thomas Hurnall, and re- 
ceived ſentence-of tranfportation, But was pardoned on condition of enliſting to ſerve in Ame- 


rica, and was delivered to a ferjeant the gth March, 1761. 


The ſaid Iſaac Hawes was committed the 75th of November, 1761 (being deſerted from the 
regiment), by Sir Matthew Blakiſton, then Lord Mayor, for ſtealing a pair of handcuffs, and 
was diſcharged by his lordſhip, on his returning to the ſame regiment. 

ANN MATTHEWS, alias COLE, alias FOBINS, 

Was committed in February, 1738, for ſtealing from the ſhop of William Newton five 
pair of ſtockings, and received judginent to be tranſported ſor ſeven years, and on the 6th of 
March, 1758, delivered on board io be tranſported, I have the honour to be. 

For John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry | JOHN NEWMAN 
Coventry? Frances Stephens of Henly in Oxfordſhire, came this day before me, one of, 

to wit. ( his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, and on oath faith, that Richard Edwärds, 


alias NAT, alias Welt — Dick, now in ws at in the goal of this city, did about 
eleven 


* 


4 ; 
\ | | 
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at his houſe in Henley aforefaid, being the fign of the White Horſe, aſ- 
ife of eight guineas by force of arms, and at the ſame time, and before he 
| robbery by falſe pretences obtained from her five guineas, and further 


Fab. 1765. } FRANCES. STEPHENS. 
. <: n £ 
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this informant 
Sworn before me, 


J. | 1 | . 
Coventry | Mary Bigley on oath faith, That on laſt Old May day was twelve months, 

to wit. J ſhe had ſtole nd taken away out of a bureau in her dwelling houſe, in the city 
of Worceſter, upwards of MI. and ſhe hath ſeen William Palleſter, alias Ogden, and John 


Phillips, alias Duplex, now if the goal of this city, and that ſhe hath great cauſe to believe 
they did break open the faid bureau, and ſteal and carry away thereout the ſaid money, and 
further this informant faith not. * SHE e E Ts 

| Sworn this 26th Day of Fuly, 1763, MARY BAYLEY. 
before me, J. HE WIT T. 6 N * | | 

On laſt Lord Mayor's Day in London, and in Cheapſide, near Bow-Church, had my 


pocket pick'd of my pocket-book, it was an old book, wrote South Carolina on it, or at + 


leaſt ſtampt on it, aud tied with a piece of red inkle, in it was two bank notes, one of 251. 
the other lol. with a bond from Mr. William Daniel to me for 250l. principal; alſo, ſaid 
Daniel's note of band for 2z00l. with ſundry other papers and letters: as J find there is a 
gang of pick-pockets taken up at Coventry, and fuppoſes they are from London, ſhall be 
much obliged to you, if you can get any information from them of my book, Sc. it was in 
a mob that I loſt him, and my paſſing through faid mob, was interrupted by one Walker, 
as was informed by Juſlice Fielding, on my giving-a-deſcription of ſaid man; as I have by 
ſeveral times advertifing ſaid book in London, given up ſaid bank-notes as a reward for the 


book and papers, which is nor can be of any ſervice to any perſon but myſelf; you may of- 


fer a {mall reward as a guinea to auy of thefe fellows; if they can or will give any account oft 
ſaid book and papers, fo that I may have them. Iam yours, TITER ED | 

Pray aſk if Waker, or Walker is amonſt them, or if JACOB HOLLISTER 
any of them know him, he is a ſet man and a good | | | at : 
complexton. ; 


SIR, * Box rox, July go, 176g. 


Margaret Wood, who is now in your goal on ſuſpicion of returning from tranſportation, 
has ſeveral children out at nurſe in. this town, and as we are at a loſs to know where her 
huſband's ſettlement was, I am directed by the inhabitants of this place to ſolicit the favour 
of you to take her examination (though in priſon) if ſhe will be candid enough to let you, 
and to ſend us a copy by the bearer, who is one of our overſeers; and if upon peruſing: her 
examination it ſhall appear prudent for us to uſe any endeavours to get quit of the children, 
we ſhall when we ſend them over to Coventry to have their order of removal made out, give 
ſecuiity to your ſatisſadtion to-indemnify your parifh : Aud as I have not the honout of know-: - 
ing you perſonally you'll pleaſe to excuſe the liberty I have taken in addreſſiug this letter to 
you, which L have done at the particular inſtance of my neighbours. I am, Sir, 2 

f | * Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 

To John Hewitt Ti; at Coventry, We arts ABRAM HOSKINS. 
Coventry. } Thomas Richdale, of Kegworth, ſays as follows: That he hath three children: 

to Wit, „ belonging to, lane Smith, now in cuſtody for robbing John Bayley of this city, 


* 


that he hath had the ſaid children three years this month of Auguſt, that he temembers ſee- 
ing her, and a perſon. who called. himſcll Valliam Smith, and her huſband ſomeume b 


clore 
that 


"4 
9 — 


received from the Lords of the Treaſury, and being unwilling to log 
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that, and that there are two more children at nurſe in the town, one at Mr. Win. Harder 
the other at Joha Hardings, that ſhe came to his houſe in Belton fair week,/ and laid 
week, and then paid ſome money, and further ſaith not. | #4 | 

. f % e., 

Having procured and received every proof that I could obtain, $! 89555 to trying the 
criminals, and the many foregoing informations from all parts of this Ru dom, I proceeded 
to employ a ſolicitor and council on the part of the king, agreeable FI the authority I had 
a moment, or omit any 
matter neceſſary thereto, I poſted ta Northampton to conſult ſerjeg#t Hewitt the king's coun- 
cil, and the clerk of the indictment. On their arrival there being the firſt place of opening 
the Judge's commiſſion on the Midland circuit; and in order to be prepared for the trial of 
Douglaſs, alias John Smith, alias Hugh Smith, alias Porter, returning from tranſpertation ; 
and for the ſame purpoſe had applied to the goaler of Ruthin, the county of Denbigh, from 
whence Long Peg had been the laſt time, being the fifth of her ſentence for tranſportation, 
and ſor the ſame purpoſe had applied for the copies of record from Maidſtone, Old Bailey, 
and county of Cumberland, on which account I received the following letter. 

1 . | | NewcasTLE, July 21, 176g, 

Yeſterday Mr. Mayor laid your letter of the 13th inflant before me, with directions to anſwer 
it, and agreeable to your requeſt thereon, and his commands, I here incloſe you accounts of 
all the felons which have been tranſported from the county of Northumberland, and this, 
town and county for fourteen years paſt, and if you meet with any of the felons in our liſt be- 
fore the expiration of their reſpective terms of tranſportation, I ſhall be glad to hear from you 
aud be ready to aſſiſt in the bringing the offenders to juſtice. I procured the county liſt from 
the Clerk of the Peace who lives in this town, and if you have occaſion to correſpond with 
him, direct ſor Geo. Cuthberiſon Eſq; Clerk of the Peace for the county of Northumberland, 
at Newcaſtle-upon-Tine. I am, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, ke | 

To F Hewitt Eſq; Coventry. Wm. GIBSON, Town Clerk. 


. | | NorTHAameron, July go, 1763. 
Encloſed I have ſent the Habeas Corpus and Recipas to remove John Smith, alias Smith- 
ſon, alias Douglaſs, ſrom Coventry to the, Borough of Leiceſter, which you will pleaſe to 
deliver to the goaler; I expected you would have taken them with you from hence. 
To John Hewit. Eſq; Coventry. I am, Sir, your humble ſervant. + 
| Lt 040 FRANCES. WATERS. 


On Board his -Majeſly's Ship the Ocean, lying in Hammoors, in Plymouth. Od. 13, 1762, | 
Honoured Father and Mother, this with my duty to you, hoping to find you in good health; 
as I am at preſent, thanks be to God for it; this is to let you know that brother John is dead, 
he died September 18, at ſea. I am very ſorry that I ſhould ſend you ſuch a letter, but I hope 
you would make yourſelf as eaſy as you can; this is to let you know that my brother's 
clothes was ſold at the maſt to the beſt bidder. Dear mother is to let you know that I have 
{ent you ſeveral letters,tbut have had no anſwer from you, which makes me very uneaſy about 


vou, and makes me think very often that you are very bad: Give my duty to Margaret and 


her fatherleſs children; pray give my duty to my brother William and his wife, likewiſe to my 


brother James. I ſhould be very glad-if it lies in your way of buſineſs to fend me a trifle of 


money, for it would be of great ſervice to me at this time. I hear that we are going into dock. 
I may perhaps with the lelp of a little money, to get this ſailors jacket off and retutn to you 
before long, ſo no more at prefent, from | 
To Mr. Srephen Morris, to be left at Mr. Your loving fon till death, 
Anthony Jackſons, at the Coach and Horſes, ' GEORGE SMITH, 
Baker-Lane, in Lichfield, Staffordſhire, FE ap Ty wats 


_ 
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| N 8 No | | Bow-Strea, 16th FOUR 1763. 
Kin was favoured with yours, on receipt of which he gave me the neceſſary 
PaNgſter was tranſported from the Old Bailey 22d of Feb. 1757, for the term of 
fe, Iſter having his ſentence changed from that of death. Iſaac Hall, otherwiſe 
Frard, was caſt for tranſportation at the Old Bailey in the year 1761, 


in that year, received a pardon on condition of ſerving his majeſty 
; fo that ſaid Hawes ſeems to be freed from the * of tranſport- 


=... of public juſtice, and for the ſake of afifling you in your 
ng of notorious oftenders to juſtice, has agreed to my coming to 
re expect me either the Ut of Auguſt at night, or the 2nd in 


endeavours to brin 
your aſſize; You may t 


the morning, and ſhali*hnng the record of Jack Smith's conviction with me, I ſaw him re- 


ceive ſentauce: as to Caſey, Cole, &c. they were all indicted for capital offences at our laſt 


Old Bailev ſeſſions, of which Iwill give you a proper account when I have the honour of ſee- 
ing you. The only matter therefore which ſeems to remain, is that of Williams; the proſecutors 


are unwilling tonbe at the expence of a habeas corpus, and I am afraid it will be impoſſible 
to get it before your aſſize, as the judges will be out of town, and it cannot be obtained with- 
out your goaler ſending me a copy of his commitment; however the injured parties are not 
willing the delinquents ſhould eſcape; if therefore you think the judge would not direct him 
to be removed at the aſſizes, if you will be pleaſed to direct a copy of his commitment to be 
ſent, Iwill endeavour to perſuade the proſecutors to be at the expence of removing. him: I 
will pay you che two guineas for taking him when I come to Coventry; and am for Sir John, 
Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 


a W. MAR 8s DEN. 


Dear Sir, | 8 

Tho' I wrote to you laſt night, as I ſhall not ſee Sir John Fielding till to-morrow morning, 
and being unwilling that any real oftender ſhould eſcape his due puniſhment, trouble you 
wich this, to acquaint you that Mr. Aſhdown, one of the proſecutors of Williams, was this 
morning with me, and is determined not to let him flip; if therefore you think he cannot be 
removed by order of baron Smith at your aſſize, only let me have a copy of his commitment, 
and 1'i] ſend you a habeas as ſoon as poſſible, 

Notwithſtanding, what I wrote you in mine of laſt night, L would humbly adviſe that you 
don't by any means diſcharge Ifaac Hawes, &c. till I come to Coventry, as by that time I 
doubt not but I ſhall bring ſufficient matter to. cauſe his being removed to London, where he 
is actually under a charge of robbing a perſon's houſe, in the ſame manner as that in Coven- 
try was. Incloſed you have another letter from Williams, wherein he conleſles the fact he 
ſtands charged with. I am for Sir John Fielding, 

Your moſt obedient Servant, 
Sunday Night, July © 1763. | | ; W. MARS DE N. 


8 IR, | Ruthin Goal, Sunday, Fuly 17, 176g. 


1 have received your letter of the 1 5th inſtant, in relation to Sarah Jones, my late priſoner, 


in 1736, for picking the pocket of one Thomas Jones, of Gwyddelwem in the county of 


Merioneth, butcher, at Ruthin All-Saints fair, in the county of Denbigh, of the ſum of 
four pounds; as far as I can remember, ſhe was tryed at the April aſſizes following at Ru- 
thin, in the ſaid county of Denbigh, and was caſt for tranſportation for the term of ſeven 
years, along with one Francis Appleton, who was tranſported at the ſame time, for the ſaid 
term; I myſelf for one conyeyed them frem Ruthin to Liverpool, to a merchant there, in 


order 


_ COVENTRY GAN. 


order to be tranſported: if I was to ſee her perſon, I really engage that I can diſtinguiſh Ve, 
from amongſt a great multitude of women, her perſon is very remarkable: I have many Gri- 


of Auguſt next, but getting a proper guard upon my priſoners, I can mae ſhifi me to 
vodr aflizes, and be back in a proper time by ours: as for ſending yo 

ſtracts whatſoever, it was not in my power fo to do at preſent, beca 
computed miles from the town of Ruthin; therefore if you thinkto 
your aſſizes, I ſhall go to the office to get a copy of her indictment, a 
viction: as for her conviction delivered into my hands from the-proth#motary, I was obliged 
to deliver that to the merchant at Liverpool along with her: as forger, if ſhe was once to 
ſee my face, I dare ſay ſhe would ſoon bluſh, tho' ſhe is a ſad bd faced woman I ever ſdw. 
if ſhe1s the ſame: therefore if your honour is defirous of my coming, ſend me an anſwer per 
return of the poſt, with ſeven guineas to defray my expences, or a proper order to draw for 
the ſame; I ſhall prepare to ſet out to the office, and then here to you, that I may attend 
upon you in a proper time, and Il inſiſt upon having eight guineas more for my trouble, in 
all makes the ſum fifteen guineas, but if ſhe will be capitally convicted, there will be more 

due, &c. © | 
Honoured Sir, I deſire you will let me know the particular name of the ſtreet where. your 
honour lives in Coventry city, that I may enquire for you, for I never was near the place 
before: I can't call to mind that I ever ſent a deſcription of her, to Mr. Wilding of Salop; 
but to Mr. Whitehead the goaler of the caſtle of Cheſter I have, he defired them in a leiter 
to me ſome time ago, I think to the beſt of my knowledge it might be about October laſt; 
as far as I can remember, .I never fent any thing about, or concerning her to Mr. Wilding, 
except Wilding had the deſcription from Whitehead, I have been informed by many, that 

ſhe was called moſt generally about the country, by the name of Long Peggy, IT am, 

Honoured Sir, 1 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant to command, 

JOHN PARRY. 


(Goaler and Keeper of his Majeſty's Goal for the County of Denbigh. + 


Honoured Sir, | - Ruthin Goal, July 26, 1763, 
This is to acknowledge the receipt of your two letters of the 22nd of this iuſtant, wherein 
was incloſed an order for ſeven guineas, on Mr. Thomas Dibbs and company, therefore you 
may depend upon my being at your houſe at Coventry, by Saturday night next at fartheſt: 
J have procured a proper guard over my priſoners, and you may be aſſured of my coming 
with every particular from the prothonotary's office for the county of Denbigh, &c. Your 
honour way depend upon my coming, if living; pray excuſe haſte, from your moſt humble 


ſervant to command, | 
3 | | JOHN PARRY, 
{Keeper of his Majeſty's Goal for the County of Denbigh, 


ſoners myſelf now in cuſtody, I can't eaſily come to your aſſizes, ſor b in t 


7 


ihce ſtands ten 
ave me over to 
copy of her con- 


4 
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committed fo large a number, I thought it proper immediate- 
he judges who were to try them, a ſpecial calendar, that a 


Hay 


to ſenc 


ſuffer tin; might be allowed for their ſtay at Coventry, and received 
the following awer. 
8. ä Bloomſbury Square, June 16, 1763. 

I did not ive the favour of yours, till the time of the circuit was 


ike care there ſhall be time enough to do all the buſi- 
neſs at Coventry, Ad if it be neceſſary, can begin very early on Monday 
morning; ſo direct the proſecutors and prilonsys to have their witneſſes 
there on Sunday night, I am, Sir, 


To J. Hewitt, Eſq; / Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
at Coventry. 6 S. S. SMYTHE. 


8 IR, 1 4 | Old Batley, Fuly 8, 1763. 

I received the favor of yours, as to the woman you committed at my 
deſire for perjury, Mr. Walters has promiſed to ſee the indictment pre- 
ferred, &c. and I have ordered my clerk to diſcharge any neceſſary ex- 
pence Mr. Walters is at: The man and woman who contradicted what 
ihe had ſworn about the diſpute concerning the woman's age, &c. were 
I ſuppoſe, bound over by you to appear, and give evidence, and the 
will have their expences allowed them by the court: I ſhould be ſorry 
to have her eſcape, as ſhe appeared ſo groſly perjured. The public 
are much obliged to you for the diligence by which you diſcovered the 


fixed, but I wi 


gang of rogues, ſome of whom have been before us at this place; Brink- 


low was convicted, and Watſon the coal merchant and receiver has ab- 
{conded. I am, Sir, | 
To Mr. Alderman Hewitt, Your humble ſervant, - 
at his Houſe, in Coventry. BATH UR 8 T. 


The number of priſoners then in the goal of Coventry, and hs weak 
ſtate of the priſon, required immediate conſideration,” and I obtained 


an order for the troops quartered in the city, to be aiding and aſſiſting 
in guarding the goal, and priſoners; and directed the nightly watch to 


be removed from the mayor's parlour, the place uſed as ſuch, to the 
goal hall, that the guard might, receive any orders from the conſtable 
of the night in caſe of need: every attention was paid to my orders, 


until I had ſome material concerns of my own, that called me from 


home ; upon my return, was ſurprized to find the guard taken away, 


the troops withdrawn to Warwick, and the town left in perpetual fears 
and 


a 


11 
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and apprehenſions of the eſcape (and conſequences) of ſo dayigerouya 
ſet of men being at large ; Which ͤ occaſioned the following letter angre- 
monſtrance from me to the commanding officer. þ 
8 1. | Coventry, ne g, 176g. 
Il was concerned at my return to town, to find hid gyfird was with- 
drawn from the goal; if any offence is given by apply& for the return 
of the troops from Warwick, I hope on this occaliogFit will be over- 
looked, as there was no intention of offending yo neither was the al- 
ſiſtance received from you conſidered in any othef light, than as a par- 
ticular favour done the country; the ſoldiers complaining of the hard- 
ſhips of the duty without the whole of the troops were continued here, 
was the ſole cauſe of applying to the war office for that purpoſe; that the 
guard migit be continued: the trouble I have taken was not within my 
juriſdiction, or line of duty, and have been very ill requited for my;paſt 
{ſervices both to the army, and public at large; but I could not ſit ſtill 
and ſee the country plundered by ſuch daring villains. Am Sir, 
| Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 
o Lieutenant Colonel Bradford, | . HEW.LT,F. 
of Lord Ancram's Dragoons, at Warw'ck. W nare | 
: To which I received the following anſwer. 
. | Warwick, July 1, 1763. 
I am favoured with yours of yeſterday's date, and in anſwer to it, 
am- ſorry to ſay, that you (I mean the magiſtrates of Coventry) have 
put it out of my power to grant your requelt: I have been long in the 
ſervice, and always made it my ſtudy to live well with the people where 
I happened to be quartered, and it was on this principle I acted when 
our aſſiſtance was deſired, (Ido not know by whom, ) to guard the pri- 
ſoners in your goal for a few days, which we continued to do upwards 
of three weeks, and not content with that, you thought proper with- 
out my knowledge, to apply to the ſecretary at war, or to a ſecretary 
of ſtate, .to get the three troops at this place, removed; to what end 1 
cannot gueſs, for had it been our butineſs, I ſhould imagine that the 
three troops then in your city, would have been ſufficient for that duty; 
as to what you obſerve of the ſoldiers complaining of a hardſhip in 
duty, it is impoſſible, for they had no right to complain to youy nor 
had you any to redreſs them; belides ſuch complaint would have been 
groundleſs to my certain knowledge. I will not take up any more of 
your time, only to inform you, that the King's troops cannot march, 
Or 
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0 (do and duty that does not concern themſelves, without the king's or- s 


der hich you may poſſibly procure; but even then, you will give 
me lea dd ſeb forth above the inconveniency it will be to us, being 
a ſuſceptibN of hing infected with goal diſtempers, and vermin; as 
the reſt of hineſty's ſubjects, I am, Sir, 
To John Het, Et N Your moſt humble "Bb 
Coventry. JOHN BRADFORD. 
Lieutenant Colonel to Ancram's Dragoons, 


The troops not returning to Coventry, and having , examined and 
ſecured as many of the offenders as could be diſcovered, and over- 
taken, I proceeded to prepare for their tryals, and wrote to the earl 
of Halifax my letter, dated July 17th, and incloſed colonel Bradford's 
anſwer to me, in a letter to the ſecretary at war, to which I received 
their anſwers as follows. 


MY LORD, : _ Coventry, Jul 17, 1763. 

Having lately committed thirteen, being part of a moſt deſperate 
gang of villains, (whoſe number is ſaid to be very numerous) diſperſed 
in different parts of the kingdom, a conſiderable number of whom have 
been tranſported, but having found means to return before the expira- 
tion of their time, and almoſt as ſoon as ſent off, that puniſhment is 
diſregarded, and they return to their former villanies more daring than 
before; a ſtronger proof I cannot lay before your lordſhip, than, that 


out of the thirteen I have committed here; ſeven of them have certain- 
ly returned from tranſportation before their time expired, having 


been ſeen at large in a few months after they were put on board, and 
within theſe twelve months have been concerned in robberies to the 
amount of many thouſand pounds, and the manner in which they 
proceed in their villanies, is difficult to convidt them, ſetting all law 
at defiance, and threatning the magiltrates that dare to obſtruct them 
with certain death, (as they have done myſelf) though diſregarding 


their threats, I have endeavoured to apprehend others of the gang, but 


having been diſappointed by the fear and cowardice of, ſeveral of my 


brother juſlices, in other liberties and Counties, ,owing to whoſe: inac- . 


tivity, and want of reſolution, theſe deſperadoes have *eſcaped.; puniſh 
ment ſo long, and become ſo numerous; a conſiderable number of 
their offspring are now nurling within a few miles of this city, who, 
as loon as arrived at twelve or thirteen, are initiated in the trade of 

L1 thieving 


aw 2 * La <* f- 
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thieving, being children begot by brother on his ſifter, and father oh 


his daughter. 
I have in as few words as I could, my lord, given your rd 5 a true 
account of theſe eee people, to ſhew your 1107 Me neceſſity 


total extir- 


pating this gang, which is very practicable to be dog But what 1 
ſhall trouble your lordſhip with, in reſpect to thoſe A in cuſtody, and 
particularly ſuch as are returned from tranſportay/on, as the removing 
them, and obtaining evidence to prove the identity of their perſons, 

will be attended with conſiderable expence, which will be rather too 
hard for me to pay out of my own purſe; as my time, and the expence 
I have been at, is more than my duty, or any obligations to the public 
demands of me, eſpecially when I reflect on the returns made me for 
my paſt ſervices, not only in my magiſterial character, but the ſervices 
I have done the government in the raiſing of men during the late wat, 

at the expence of my own intereſt and fortune, for which I never was re- 
imburſed one ſhilling, not to mention the expence I was at in the ap- 
prehending a gang of coiners at the requeſt of the late lord chief juſtice 
Ryder, of which I never received one ſhilling, though what I did was 
at the riſque of my life, and many other inſtances I could mention ; but 
for theſe reaſons I cannot think of giving more than my trouble and 
aſſiſtance, (which is more than any other juſtice will do} and which my 
zeal for the public would not ſuffer me to omit, when called upon by 
one of my neighbours onthe third of June laſt, (being fair-day,) whowas 
that day robbed of 187]. in money, beſides plate; ſeveral other perſons 
were at the ſame time robbed in different parts of the city: there were 
not leſs than twenty or more of the gang in town, ten of whom were 
returned tranſports; upon one of the women 'I committed, there were 
found keys and picklocks, ſufficient to unlock all the deſks and doors 
in the Kingdom: in order that you may be farther ſatisfied with reſpect 
to the importance of thefe particulars, I beg leave to 1efer you to Sir 
John Fielding, to whom I am very well known, and beg leave to ſubmit 

it to the conſideration of the lords of the treaſury, whether the bringing 
to juſtice ſuch as have returned from tranſportation, is not worthy of 


being a p expefice. I am, my lord, 
n "Ny lordſhip 8 moſt obedient humble est 


HEWI T I. 


F 10 which 1 received the following anſwer. | 
lia SIR, 
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St. James's, July 20, 1763. 

ving T&eived your letter of the 17th inſtant, together with its in- 
cloſurè nd Mid them before the king; his majeſty very much com- 
ity and zeal in ſecuting the perſons therein deſcribed 
city, and was pleaſed to direct me to communicate the. 
ry at war, ſignifying to him, at the ſame time, (as I have 
ealure that a ſufficient guard be immediately appoint- 
ed for inſuring the e eny of theſe perſons during their detention. 

I have alſo acquainted the attorney general, and ſolicitor. of the trea- 
ſury, with the King's orders, that the proſecution of thoſe criminals be 
carried on at the king's expence; as allo the charge of removing them 
to the place, or places, where they, or any of them are to take theirtryals: 
and I am farther to let you know, that when the time of their removal 
comes, if you apprehend any danger of a reſcue upon the road, the ſe- 
cretary at war has the king's orders for appointing a ſufficient guard to 
aſſiſt the civil officers in their ſafe removal, upon notice given by you of 
the thine, and application to him for the ſame. Iam Sir, . 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Mr. HEWITT. DUNK HALLIF AX. 


S IK, | War-Office, Tuly 21, 176g. 

I have the ſavor of yours of che 16th inſtant, by which I was ſorry to 
find there had been the leaſt uneafineſs between you and lieutenant co- 
lonel Bradford, and do imagine this mult have been occalioned by ſome 
miſlake. 

The troops were removed from Coventry upon the application ab! 
lieutenant colonel Bradford, who alledged, that for the laſt fortnight, 
the conſtables of the city had been employed to guard the goal. Upon 
receipt of your letter, I ſhould directly have ordered the troops back to 
Coventry, had there been time for it before the aſſize; if you wiſh to 
have them return when that is over, you will be pleaſed to let me know, - 
as I ſhall be always glad to ſhew the magiſtracy of the city of Coventry 
all the attention and reſpect in my power. I am, Sir, 


John Hewitt, Eſq; Tour moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant. 
Coventry. | | W. ELLIS. 


S IR, War-office Tuly 22, 176g. 
The earl of Halifax having communicated to me your repreſentation, 


relating to the apprehenſion of the civil magiſtrates of Coventry, that a 
reſcue 


in the goal of 
ſame to the lecr 
done)his majeſty's 
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reſcue may be attempted of ſeveral perſons committed to th goal 
that city for ſelony; I take the earlieſt opportunity of acqydintin 


adjacent place, or places as the civil magiſtrates thay 
and for their furniſhing proper detachments, at your rg 
{ſecurity of the ſaid priſon, or for elcorting the ſaid gfminals, provided 
they ſhall be removed to other places in order to ta their tryals for the 
offences with which they are charged. You will be pleaſed to commu— 
nicate theſe orders to the judge of the afſize, and concert with him with 
reſpect to the neceſſity there may be to detain any part of the ſaid troops 
in Coventry during the time of the aſſizes, and intorm the commanding 
officer with your deciſion on this head. 

I beg to be informed likewiſe, whether after the aſſizes are over, the 
civil magiſtrates think it neceſſary that the three troops above men- 
tioned ſhould remain at Coventry, or return to their former quarters, 
that the proper orders may be given for that purpoſe. I am, Sir, 

John Hewitt, Eſq; Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 

Coventry. W. ELLIS. 


uiſition, for the 


S I R, Leiceſter, Tune 23, 1763. 
Charles Vere having received two letters this morning from Birming- 
ham, giving him a very good character, and allo being applyed to by 
ſeveral gentlemen on his behalf; I. juſt before yours came to hand ſet 
him at liberty, and he ſays he will anke immediately back to his old 
maſter at Birmingham, and work with him; I had advertiſed him before. 
Hall is delivered to the pariſh officers of Farnham. I hope you have 
had a n,. ; I am with the utmoſt reſpects, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and humble ſervant, 
SAMUEL OLIVER. 
P. S. Dou glaſs will not make any diſcoveries to me at the prelent, but 


I do not doubt but he will in a ſhort time. 
N. B. In your next, pleaſe to let me know if you have made out any 


thing againſt them that you took from here. 
J. Hewitt, 1 Coventry. 


That my readers may underſtand the contents of the letter from Mr. 


Oliver, who was then mayor of Leiceſter; they relate to two of the 
perſons 
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Per ſonal Preyailed upon the magiſtrates: there, to commit to the goal 
of Heice „ when I brought away Smith; Douglafs, and the reſt of the 
gang nded at: tlie ſame time; the one being the travelling ba- 
ker! wha had left his wife and family at Farnham, on the , pariſh, 
and come BA with another woman, who was apprehenged with him; no- 
thing more apgearing againſt i. Ants | 
8 I Rn . . Leiceſter, Tub, 1,169 
As Douglaſs is in your goal, I ſhould take it as a particular favour 
48 ou muſt be acquainted with the crime he is charged wich) if you 
will. = ſo obliging as to give me a line what his crime is; ifit is for re- 
turning from tranſportation, what crime he had been guilty of, which 
ſubjected him to that ſentence, as they are drawing up a petition in his 
favour: I ſhould be glad to be informed whether it was for ſmugling, 
or robbery; for before I would do any thing myſelf, or ſtir in the affair, 
ſhould be glad to be informed from you: and if it would not be too 
much to alk, ſhould take it as a.favour if you will let me know whether 
he will be ried at Coventry, or removed to any other place. I. hope 
you will be ſo good as to excuſe my giving you the trouble, and remain 
Mr. Alderman Hewitt, 7 Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, | 
Coventry... YG: > 0 2h ode THOMAS G E E. 


On Saturday the agth of July, Mr. Marſden. * arrived from Lon- 
don with the copy of the record and conviction of Douglaſs, alias Smith, 
upon which he was tranſported; Smith was removed to Leiceſter, and 
took his tryal that day before lord Mansfield, and upon indiſputable 
evidence convicted; Rares. Smythe; though upon the circuit with lord 
Mansfield, did not ſit that day at the crown bar: Marſden in the courſe 
of his evidence, to convince the judge and jury he was not miſtaken in 
the perſon, mentioned a very ſingular circumſtance that happened on 
the trial of Smith at Maidſtone, before Baron Smythe; one of his 
accomplices had ſo far wrought upon the profecutor, as to have made 
him drunk, and afterwards locked him up in 4 room, "which being by 
the aſſiduity of Marſden diſcovered, before the allize was ended, he 
releaſed the proſecutor, and convicted Smith: this remarkable attempt 
to prevent juſtice taking place, was recollected by Baron Smythe when 
mentioned by lord Mansflelc. p 
le the ſame day received ſentence, of death, and L returned. to Co- 
ventry, and the next day received the following confeſſion and which 
J have thought proper to add, as I ſhall have occaſion to refer to the 
contents hereafter, M m The 
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The genuine Diſcoveries of John Smith, alias Douglaſs.” 7 


V [LLIAM UGDEN, whoſe real name was Palliſter, was capitally We at Lyndon: 
in the year 17506, or 1757, by the name of William Palliſter, for ff ling- tankard. 
but reprieved for tranſportation, and returned: before the expiration of his dr e y lays he has 
feen nothing of him ſince, til] about five months ago, when he, Phillips ab Duplex, and 
one Francis Unwin, whom ſome of Mr. Fielding's know, came to the prifofter houſe, and 
Duplex told him, they had been at Lichheld, and had got a conſiderabl - ſum of money, by 
means of a falſe key, from the Swan inn, in Lichfield ; and Duplex uch knew the priſoner's 
unhappy ſituation, told the priſoner that he had, committed ſeveral very conſiderable! rob- 
beries, and particularly that he, together with Ugden, and another perſon whoſe name he 
did not mention, had robbed the Wheat-ſheaf in Cock-lane, of a conſiderable ſum of money, 
and bank notes. Says, that Duplex told him, that they knew the landlord of the Wheat- 
ſheaf did belong to the active man of war, which took the Hermione, and that he had re- 
ceived his prize money. which was the occaſion of their going to his houſe, Saith, that he 
has been informed that Francis Unwin keeps a public houſe in White-chappel, and that he 
belongs to a gang who rob waggons going into, or coming out of London, of boxes, port- 
manteaus, or any other things they can get out, (in the duſk of the evening, or very early in 
the morning) ſays the other perſons concerned are, John Haly, Thomas Cole, alias Kaſey, 
a watch finiſher, well known to Mr. Fielding's people : ſays his employ was conſtantly at 
the bank, when open, and picking gentlemen's pockets of their money and pocket-books. 
Says his mother was tranſported about five years ago from London, for ſtealing ſtockings 
out of a ſhop in a paſſage near Clare-market, and is fince returned from tranſportation, and 
is now in Yorkſhire; frequents the Falcon on Doncaker bridge, the landlord's. name Jarvis 
Gaudy. Says that a conſiderable gang frequents the honle, and Gaudy and his wife kno 
what ſort of people they are. Says that about the gth or 10th of June laſt, Cole, Mary El- 
gar, Richard Hitchins, and another perſon whom the, priſoner never ſaw before, but who 
| anſwers to the deſcription of one of the perlons concerned in Bayley's robbery, came to his 
houſe, and drank three pints of wine at the back door, on horſe-back, and told the priſoner 
that one Fuller, who was then in cuſtody at London, had impeached them, which occa- 
ſioned their leaving London; and told the ptiioner that he was mentioned in the inſorma- 
tion, and adviſed him to fly. Likewife told the priſoner that they had been at Coventry fair, 
and that Phillips was taken up, and Elgar told the priſoner that they were going tc Don— 
caſter till the matter was blown over. Says, that Thomas Sherwood, alias Iſaac Hawes, 
told the priſoner whilſt in Coventry goal, that he had been twice lagged (a cant word made 
uſe of by them for tranſported) from London, but did not tel! by what name, or for what 
offences ; he told the priſoner, that he, Duplex, and Ugden, lay together the night before 
Coventry fair, at Nuneaton, and that they, Mary Brown, and one "Thomas Richardſon, and 
Brown's ſiſter, who with Richardſon brought the ſpoons to the blue Bell, were equally to 
divide the money that was got at Coventry fair. Says that Richardſon, who goes by the 
name of Thomas Henderſon, about twelve or fourteen years ago, belonged to a very deſpe- 
rate gang, which has been {ome time ſince broke, This Richardſon, with two or three others 
of the gang, goes about the country under the character of a ſailor, who has juſt got his 
pay, or prize money, and by appearing to be very extravagant, and to have a deal of money 
about hiin, draws in unwary perſons to prick in the belt with him, by which he has drawa 
in many unwary farmers, graziers, and other perſons of very conſiderable ſums of money, 
and particularly fome years ago, when he belonged to the gang that are now broke, he was 
convicted at Saliſbury ſummer afhizes, beſore the late Mr, Juſtice Gundry, of Oe] one 
| Eh 5 V 3 4 ames 
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James Pinhar, of Twyford, of 1231. in bank notes, at that game, and for which offence he 
was. ſet in the pillory twice at Saliſbury, and once at Twyford; and was ſome time 

after ae baue in London, with other gamblers, and committed to Newgate, and was 
there, by cave & the court of King's Bench held to bail, a quintan aQion at the ſuit of Mr. 
Brown, who war concerned for Pinkar, the proſecutor, for 6231. and ſoon after charged in 

execution for that ſum, and coſts, and lay in Newgate about ſour years, and was 

diſcharged by ay act of inſolvency, about ſeven or eight years ago. Soon aſter 
being at liberty I em to his old courſes, and about the time Douglaſs was caſt 

for tranſportation, RicQardſon, in company with Fuller, now in cuſtody in London, and 
another perſon went to Worceſter, as Douglaſs believes, and there defrauded a perſon of 
about 20l. as they told Douglaſs, at pricking in the: belt, but that the perfon ſo defrauded, 
indicted Richardſon for robbing him of that ſum, and for which he was convicted, and or- 
dered for tranſportation, Arrived at Annapolis Royal the ſame day as Douglaſs did, but 
in another ſhip, upon their arrival there, Richardſon ſpoke to Douglaſs, and aſked him to 
come to him, but Douglaſs anſwered that he had no poſſible means of coming to him, upon 
which Richardſon replied, then I will come to you, and accordingly the next day came on 
board the ſhip to Douglaſs, and upon Douglaſs telling Richardſon that he had no poſſible 
means of buying himſelf of the captain, Richardſon aſked him what he had, Douglaſs told 
him he had two or three very good ſuits of clothes, and propoſed his taking them on ſhore to 
diſpoſe of, which Richardſon accordingly did, and with the money ariſing from ſuch ſale, 
together with what Richardſon had left, after purchafivg his own freedom, he bought Dou- 
glaſs of Captain Steward, of Annapolis Royal, to whom the {hip was conſigned, for about 
1ol. ſterling. Richardſon that very day, earneſtly perſuaded Smith to come home in a 
ſchooner which was there bound for England, and in great want of hands, which Smith re- 
fuſed; however, in about a month Smith conſented, and in the name of John Douglaſs, 
did enter on board the Hayfield, Robert Henderſon, maſter, bound to Dublin, and was to 
have fifteen guineas for the run, five of which was to be paid for Richardſon's pallage, and 
the other ten to be divided between Richardſon and Douglaſs; in the year 1758, Douglaſs 
and Richardlon arrived at Dublin, where Douglaſs received his money, paid Richardſou's 
paſſage, and divided the reſidue; in about three weeks Douglaſs and Richardſon went on 
board a ſmall veſſel at Dublin, bound for Holyhead, but by bad weather was drove to Red 
Wharf, about four miles from Beau Morris, in Wales, went to Beau Morris, and a little 
diſtance from thence parted with Richardſon, who went into Worceſterſhire. Douglafs 
went to Cheſter, and ſo to London, where he was ſupplied with money by his friends. And 
ſoon after he, Richardſon, Fuller, aud one David Davis, Richardſon's brother-in-law, 
took up ſelling of goods, which were really bought in London, but pretended to be ſmug- 
led, and generally ſold for more money than they may be bought for in the ſhops, and ſome- 
fimes are left as pledges in the hands of innkeepers, which is generally done in this manner; 
they pretend to the landloid that they are ſmuglers, and have got a conſiderable quantity of geods 
by them, as well as monev, which they generally pull out and fhew the landlord, in order 
the more eſffeQually to deceive him and then pretend thatthey have bargained for a conſiderable 
quantity of run goods, which exceeds their money by about 1ol. 131, or 20l. or ſuch a fum 
as they think the landlord can lend them, of which they have pretty good information, ard 
which they defire the landlord to leud them, aud leave in his hands goods, Which they affure 
him are of double the value, though in fact not worth hall the money they borrow ; as ſoon 
as they have got the money, they go away under pictence of fetching the goods, but 
never return. This is done by many hau keis aud pedlars who take out licences purely to 
l(creen their villainy, Douglaſs, ta conjunction with Richardlon, gar, and Fuller, carried 
| on 
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on this wade about three or four months, when they all went from the Falcon,' on Boneufler” 
bridge, to Gainſborough in Lincolnſhire, where Douglaſs's horſe falling lame, thex - - ſepe- 
rated, and he left it, and hired one in order (as he pretended) to Steaford *h Lindaloſhire, 
though in ſact in order to go to Liverpool, to take ſhipping there for- Oineric where he 
intended to get his living as a ſeaman, and never return to England again, oi be connected * 
bad people. 

In his journey to Liverpool, he ſopped at Thomas Uſhell's, at the Ring of Bells, in 
Church Street, Warrington, then a houſe of reception for bad perſon where he ſold- the 
horſe he had hired to Uſhell for ſeven guineas, and went immediate!) for Liverpool, in order 
to go abroad, but before he could get a birth on board a merchant ſhip, he was preſſed by 
lieutenant Doharty, belonging to the Jane and Barbary Tender, and went in her, under 
convoy of the Tamer man of war, to Dublin; and came from Dublin in company with ano- 
ther tender, under convoy of the Tamer, round to Plymouth, and was there by order 
of Doharty employed in rigging the Arethuſa frigate, where he continued about a week, 
and was then at the requeſt of Doharty, and with the conſent of commodore Hanway, 
employed in preſſing men for his majeſty's ſervice; and went in the Jane and Barbary to 
Dublin for that purpoſe, where he railed upwards of two hundred men, and brought them 
round to Plymouth, under the command of lieutenant Doharty, where commodore Hanway 
told him, he had done his country ſetvice, and ſoon aſter ſent him to Dublin again on tlie 
{ame ſervice, where he raiſed about the ſame number; and about a month before the tender 
ſailed, Thomas Barns, one of the hands belonging to her, diſcovered to Douglaſs that he 
knew him, and which occaſioned Douglals's deſerting the ſervice; and as it was impoſhble 
for him to come out of the river where the tender lay without being diſcovered, he went to 
Ruſh, about twelve miles from Dublin, in order to fail from thence to Liverpool, which he 
accordingly did, and went from thence to the Ring of Bells at Warrington, where he met 
with Elgar, and David Davis, who lent him money. 

He continued with them about three months, and then travelled as a hawker by bimſelf, 
but without a licence, for about nine months, and in that time frequently came to the Bell 
in Leiceſter, where he had goods frequently ſent him from James Brooks in Artillery-ſtreet. 
In September, 1761, he married the landlord's daughter of the blue Bell, in Leiceſter, and 
which houſe he has kept almoſt ever ſince. Says, that whilſt in Coventry, Smith ſhewed 
him a letter from his wife, who was then, and ſtill is at the Green Man, between Lichfield 
and Coleſhill, where ſhe intends to ſtay till ſhe hears the event of Smith's trial. 

Sunday, July 31, 1763. JOHN SMITH, alias Wodan 

Witnels, Samuel Olwer, Mayor. Samuel Fordan, Goaler. Fohn Brown. 


S I R, | Ruthin Goal, Oflober 28, 1762, 

In anſwer to your letter of the 18th inſtant, there was a woman in my Cuſtody, that had 
the word of going about the country by the name of Long Peggy; ſhe was a tall, ſtcajght 
woman, {warihy complexion, long viſage, much pitted with the {mall pox, together with 
ſome other marks or cuts upon ſeveral parts of her face; then about fiſty years of age: ſhe 
was therefore indicted by the name of Sarah Jones, for picking the pocket of one Thomas 
Jones, of the pariſh of GwyCdelwern i in the county of Mefioneth, butcher, of four pounds, 
at Ruthin All-faints fair, in 1735, and was the April ſeſſions following, caſt for tranſporta- 
tion for the term of ſeven years, ſhe was delivered at Liverpool to alderman Prichard: ſhe 
had a filler named Mary, that married a butcher, and lived near the foreſt of Delamere, and 
uſed to, keep, Cheſter market. The above is all the deſcription that I am able to give you of 
her; aud am, Sir, Your very humble ſervant, and brother in office, 

10 N PAR R Y, Goaler of Ruthin. 

P. S Bridgenorth fair October the 29th, 1761, the ſaid Long Peg was ſeen by Samuel Wil- 
ding, goaler, and ſeveral times aſter about March allizes, 1762. 2 
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The Tryal of Johir Duplex, alias Phillips; William Ogden, alias Palliſer; 

Margaret Browa, alias Anderſon ; for a Robbery in the dwelling Houſe of 

John Bayley, Inn holder, in the City of Coventry, known by the Sign ve ing 

Caſtle; on the 3d / June, 1763. 


The Eviddnce given by Mr. Bayley, the Proſecutor. 

T.. on Friday the gd of June laſt, (being the fair) the priforlets 

Duplex, Ogden, and Brown, came to his houſe, (the Caftle inn i 
Coventry) where they ſtayed in a lower room for ſome little time, a0 
then went up ſtairs into a chamber in which was a bureau, wherein the 
proſecutor keeps his money, and in which he then had near 200l. this 
chamber is a private room, and not uſed for company, nor was it known 
that the prifoners, and other perſons who made their eſcape, and not 
vet taken, were gone into it, till Duplex, alias Phillips, ſtanding at the. - 
{fairs head, called to a boy who then lived with the proſecutor, to bring 
up a pint of wine; when the boy brought the wine, Duplex ſtood at 
the ſtairs head to receive it, and fo prevented him from going with it 
into the chamber, where the preſent priſoners, with the other perſons 
then were. The proſecutor recollecting his money 1n the bureau, he 
and his wife judging it ſafer during the hurry of the fair, to keep it in 
the bar, where one or other of them always was, ſhe gave him the key 
of the bureau, in order to remove the money; the proſecutor imme- 
diately went up ſtairs for that purpoſe, not knowing that any body 
was then in the room; upon coming up to the room, he' obſerved the 
door to be ſhut, but it not being faſtened he opened it, when he ſaw Du- 
plex, Ogden, and Brown, the priſoners, and another woman, who all in- 
itantly ſtarted up, ſeemingly in great ſurprize; and Duplex im- 
mediately ſeized and held him: the proſecutor immediately obſerved 
his bureau had been opened, though the lid of it was put to again, and 
cried out, What do you mean, I doubt you have robbed me; but no- 
body made any anſwer, and the other perſon with Ogden and Brown 
ran out of the room, and down ſtairs as faſt as they could, and got 
away; Duplex holding the proſecutor, to prevent his purſuing. them: 
{von aſter they were gone, Duplex after ſome ſtruggling, got looſe, and 
ran away; but being purſued by the proſecutor, and others, he was 
ſlopped in the ſtreet, and ſecured: the proſecutor then ſearched his bus 


reau, and found it had been opened by a falſe key or picklock, and im- 
N n mediately 


146 COVENTRY.GANG. 


mediately miſſed his money (amounting within a few ſhillings to 2001. 
two ſilver falts, and ſeven large ſpoons ; that the money conlifted of gui- 
neas and half guineas, except one gbs. piece, and fore'{b{lings: that 


he had but about half an hour before he went up ſtawys, locked up his 


bureau, and then {aw his money ſafe there, and delivered the key to 
his wife, who kept it till ſhe gave it back to her huſband, in order to 
remove his money; and that upon making enquiry” about the priſoners, 
and the other perſons who had eſcaped; he was informed that a; man 
and a woman had gone off, (immediately after the robbery,) in a great 


- hurry from the Crane, (a public houſe juſt without the town) as if to- 


wards Leiceſter; That he then, with Mr. James Jackſon, and one 
Nichols purſued them, and overtook them in a chaiſe about a quarter 
of a mile from Leiceſter; that on coming up with them, they proved 
to be Ogden, and Brown, (lately executed) that Mr. Brown of Hinckley, 


Joined in the purſuit, and coming up with the chaile, was put into it, 


for the better ſecurity of theſe people: that Ogden and Brown: were 
then brought to the Red Cow, a public houſe about five miles on this 
lide Leiceſter, and on being ſearched, 1871. 18s. (conſiſting of guineas 
and half guineas, and a ſmall quantity of ſilver) were found upon Og- 
den; and two pair of ſhoe buckles, the one of ſolid ſilver, the other 
plated with ſilver, were found in a pair of bags; that the ſhoe buckles 
are the proſecutor's property, one pair of which (namely, the ſilver 


ones) he knew not only by the make and faſhion of them, but by the let- 
ters R. T. engraved on two of the corners of each of the buckles, and 


the other pair, (namely the ſilver plated) he knew to be his both by the 
make and faſhion, and by one of them having been broke and mended, 
that he did not at firſt miſs the buckles, but knows that they were with 
His caſh and plate, locked up in his bureau, that there were at the ſame 
time found upon Brown, two filver ſalts, and one large ſilver ſpoon, 


each marked I. B. E. which are the proſecutors property, and a part of 
the plate he loſt out of his bureau. That a great number of falſe keys 


and picklocks were found upon Ogden and Brown when taken. 


The next Evidence that was called, was James Jackſon, who had but that Mo- 
ment arriued with his Priſoner Jane Smith, alias Fall, alias Burnett, whom 
he had that Morning been in Pur futt of. 8 
He gave an account of the purſuit and taking of Ogden and Brown, 
ord the ſearch, and finding upon Ogden 1871. 18s, in money, and in 


hig 
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his bags the buckles which Mr. Bayley ſwore to, and the ſearching and 
finding upon Brown, one of the ſpoons, and the ſalts, which Mr. Bay- 
ley ikew:le depoled to; that he ſaid to Ogden upon apprehending him, 
that he was came from Coventry to fetch. back Mr. Bayley's money, on 

which Ogden replied, he had not been: at Coventry of a long time; 

that this witneſsghen told him there was a luſty man in a blue coat, in 

cuſtody at Coventry, (meaning Duplex, but whoſe name this witneſs did 
not then know,) and he had ſent him for it; Ogden then ſaid, What ! 

is he in cuſtody? this witneſs replied he was; on which Ogden ſaid 
he might then as well go back. 

The nexl Evidence was John Brown of Hinckley. 

Proved the apprehending Ogden and Brown in the manner related by 
Mr. Jackſon, and the ſearch, and very conliderable ofters being made 
to him by Ogden to let him eſcape. | - 

The Evidence of Mrs. Bayley, Wife of the Profecutor. 
Remembers ſeeing Duplex on the laſt Coventry great fair, running 
down ſtairs, and her huſband after him; remembers her huſband about. 
half an hour beſore this, delivering her the key of his bureau, and his- 
telling her he had locked it; and his having the key again to remove. 
his money into the bar, and the noiſe of his bureau AK robbed very 
loon aſter. | 

The Evidence of Henry Gough. | 

. That he was a helper at the proſecutor's, Mr. Bayley's during the laſt 
great fair day, and remembers Duplex and Brown walking about the 
yard, and ſoon after ſeeing Duplex running down ſtairs, and through 
the yard, and the proſecutor aſter him; that he the witneſs followed 
him, and they took him in the ſtreet. | 
| Ann Nailor's Evidence. 21 

That ſhe is a ſervant to Mr. Simpſon, who keeps the Crane inn, the. | 
houſe that Ogden and Brown put their horſes up at, when they came to 
the fair; that Ogden came in with Brown and ſome other perſon, and in 
a great hurry, all of them diſappeared at the ſame time; that ſoon after 
Ogden was gone, ſhe heard of Mr. Dy s robbery, and tone the pur- 
ſuers the road he had taken. 

Tue Evidence of John Simpſon, Inn holder. 

Confirmed the particulars above related by his ſervant, and that Ogden 
appeared very impatient for another perſon's coming up, — to 
be Duplex, and whoſe horſe he ordered to be ae. 

Here 
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Here the council for the king cloſed their evidence; the judge then 


called on the three priſoners to make their defence : but the evidence 


being ſo full, clear, and poſitive to their perſons and fidts, they had 
none to make; ; Ogden alias Palliſer, endeavoured to extuſe Margaret 
Brown, by calling her, and inſiſting upon her being his wife, and acting 
under his influence and direction; but it unfortunately happened that I 
had by a ſtratagem the preceeding Sunday ſeized hisflawful wife, (who 
was then in cuſtody) coming out of the goal from viſiting him: their be- 
haviour during their tryal had been moſt inſolent, abuſive, and daring, 
not only to the evidences and. myſelf, but to the judge and council. A 


conliderable number of gentlemen, and the numerous company then in 


the hall, were ſtruck with the utmoſt aſtomiſhment and apprehenſion, 
dreading the conſequences of ſuch offenders again being at large. 

The judge having ſummed up the evidence, the jury in a few minutes 
returned their verdict, and found them - guilty, when he paſſed the 
awful ſentence upon them ; Palliſer and Phillips mimicked his words of 
exhortation to prepare themſelves for death, and obliged his lordſhip 
to call upon them in a moſt ſpirited manner; told them if they did not 
alter their behaviour, he would order them inſtantly for execution; this 
alarmed them, and their behaviour became more decent. 

During their trial, the famous Thomas Walker, alias Wright, whoſe 
name is often mentioned in ſeveral paſſages and confeſſions, was in wait- 
ing at the White Horſe inn, near the priſon, and had conveyed to them 
liquors and eatables, but as ſoon as he heard of ſentence being palled 
upon them, he immediately ſet off, and leſt the city; I received the in- 
telligence too late, or he would not have eſcaped. 

Having done with theſe criminals, Margaret Clark, altas Jones, alias 
Willon, alias Long Peg, was put th her trial, for the MIT... from 
tranſportation. 

The principal evidences againſt her, were the” perſons by whom ſhe 
was apprehended on the fair day, who proved her being at large, and 
Parry the goaler produced the record of her conviction, proved- the 
identity of her perſon, her ſentence for tranſportation, and being deli- 
vered on ſhipboard, in order to her being tranſported to America; which 
being clearly proved, ſhe was found guilty, and the Junge then 1 


ed to pals ſentence upon her. 
The reſt of the gang not then tried, were ordered to remain in cuſto- 


dy until che next allize, or removal to take their trials elſewhere. 
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The tryals being over, I thought it proper to write the following let- 
ter to the Earl of Halifax, æ the concluſion mentioning the ſervice of the 
troops, makes it neceſlary to give a relation of my proceedings aſter 
the anſwer I received from lieutenant colonel Bradford refuſing their 


aſſiſtance andareturn- to Coventry: I immediately ſent his anſwer, in- 


cloſed to the ſecretary of ſtate, and the ſecretary at war; and received 
by expreſs an anſwer to both my letters, incloſing the king's commands, 
and the ſecretary as, war's directions for the troops on receipt thereof, 
to immediately march to Coventry, and act under my direction for the 
ſccurity of the goal. I received the exprels rather late on Saturday af- 
ternoon, and immediately ſent it off to colonel Bradford, at Warwick, 


who after rubbing his eyes, and giving me his bleſſing, gave immediate | 


orders for the troops to march with all expedition, and they arrived very 
early on Sunday morning, to the great ſurprize of the town, under the 
command of major Brown, who directly waited upon me, with the of- 
ficers for my directions, wherein they could be the moſt uſeful; and not 
a little pleaſed with their return, though unpleaſant to the colonel; the 
officers and troops not approving of colonel Bradford's il natured pro- 
ceedings in their removal to Warwick. 

After a conſultation, by what means effectually to prevent the eſcape 
of the priſoners, and the troops 2 diſtributed 1 in their quarters, and 


. —— 


*MY LORD, Coventry, ape a," 7 176g. 
On Monday laſt Sarah Jones, alias Long Pe 1 ge was convicted of returning from tranſport- 
ation, John Duplex, William Palliſer, and Margaret Fall, alias Anderſon, were convicted 
of robbing Mr. Bayley-of this city, of 200l. beſides plate, &c. theſe three are charged with 
many other [robberies ; the/two laſt have both returned from tranſportation before their time: 


the conviding them WF the robbery, is a ſaving to the treaſury of gol. which the proſecutor 


would have been intitled to, according to act of parliament. 

There remains ſix of this gang to be tried, and all returned from WE I am col- 
lecting a liſt from the different counties, by which in a very ſhort time I hope to come at the 
knowledge of what number of this gang is returned, and now at large in different parts of the 
kingdom; I hav Fern the names ol twenty not yet apprebended. On Tueſday laſt I 


committed under chis circumſtance, one to the goal of this city, charged wich divers rob- 


beries at Coventry and elſewhere, and was taken by my warrant pear to Tamworth, and 
have another in cuſtody on examination. I dpubt not but your lordſhip will be informed of 
the 1 behaviour Huren and Palliſer o baron Smythe, (chůõ tried them) to the 
counſe| ON and to the . fecutors i in court. and even while ſentence of death Ma paſſing upon 
chem; the judge. and counſel declared they never tried two. ſuch dangerous villains: I am 
TY certain/if the: ſolafers had not returned, they would have every man made their N 
To the Rt. Hon. Bari of” ©2110 Lam,” my lord. 1 
Halifax, London. | ..- Your lordſhip's moſt; teh 
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refreſhed, I attended one of the officers to ſee the guard mounted, and 
placed to my ſatisfaction within the goal, as the ſheriffs and goaler had 
ſubmitted that power upon this important buſineſs to my diſcretion; the 
room doors where the priſoners were lodged, were throwr wideopen, and a 
centry placed on the outſide, ſo that it was impoſſibleafor them to at- 
tempt a breach, or conſult any means for an eſcape; and the mean 
guard was fixed in the hall adjoining to the priſon, ſo tifat the centries re- 
ceived an hourly relief, or as often as neceſſa ry. there being now a ſut- 
ficient number of troops for that purpoſe, and I gave orders for proper 
reſreſhment to be allowed them, and the town was made exceeding hap- 
'PY» and freed from thoſe diſagreable fears which the removal of the 
troops had brought upon them; indeed it was not to be wondered at, 
the threats and behaviour of Duplex and Ogden, upon my viſiting the 
goal the day before I ſet out the journey, I mentioned in page 135, was 
alarming to thoſe who heard their diſcourſe, and was a caution to me 
whilſt from home, they were confined in the ſame room; upon hearing 
my being ! in the priſon, deſired to ſpeak with me; I in the hurry I was 
then in, went. into. the room to them, thinking they might have ſome- 
thing material to ſay, but which proved to be of little moment: the peo- 
ple of the houſe being alarmed at their putting too the door upon me, 
immediately puſhed it open, and ſaid I was wanted; as I was coming 
out, they with ſome vehemency cried out, take care of your life. 

I was going into Staffordſhire, Shropſhire, and Cheſhire, in order if 
poſſible, to trace the roads thoſe of the gang who had eſcaped from Co- 
ventry fair, had taken; from certain accounts I received, they were 
twenty-ſix, or thirty in number at the fair that day, and the villages near 
Coventry: thoſe that went from the Seven Stars at Winhall, as men- 
tioned on the third of June, took directly the road towards London, with 
the utmoſt expedition, and went to a houſe ſome few miles diſtant from 
London, on a large- heath, being the houſe of general rendevous of the 
.gang, againſt any public meetings in the city, or large fairs in the neigh- 
bouring counties; and there told the dreadful tale of the misfortunes that 
had befallen their brethren at Coventry fair, and were pleaſed to ſay, by 
the adlivity of a terrible man, called young Fielding: theſe particulars | 
Sir John Fielding ſent me, being told him a few days after, upon the ex- 
amination of an accomplice, which he ſmiled at, having had the account 
from me before; it was from this circumſtance Sir John ever after ad- 


dreliad: me by oy name of brother F * 


Cc 


_ After 


os 
A 


COV:ENTR YG:ANC. 131 


Alter my return from my excurſion to Cheſter, I made another into 
Worceſterſhire, Gloceſterſhire; Monmouthſhire, and Briſtol, and left de- 
ſcri>tions with the jullices in every county: they were gone northward, 
and ſome part of them to Ireland, as appeared from accounts afterwards 
{-:1t me, to which I refer my readers. The Sunday before the aſſizes at 
Coventry, having before directed the goaler to admit no ſtrangers to viſit 


the priſon, without ſirſt bringing them to me, to give an account of them- 


felves; having had an application from him, that he might permit peo- 
Ble4o viſit the goal, and ſee the priſoners, who being under the conſtant 
eye of the centries, would have no opportunity to make any improper 


_ ule of {ſuch indulgence, and which would be a conſiderable lols to him 


in perquiſjtes the viſitors would give the turnkey for their admittance: 
Having a plan then in agitation, and being informed there were ſome 
{lrangers ſeen coming into town, who from their manner and appear- 
ance were ſuſpected to be of the gang; I conformed to the goaler's re- 
queſt, thinking it would anſwer my views, of which I had not mention- 
ed one word to any one, only delired a conſtable might attend at the 
priſon door, in caſe of need, to give ſanction to the centries if wanted: 
finding on enquiry, in the afternoon, that the goal was filled and croud- 
ed with viſitors, I took one conſtable with me, whom I placed at the 
outſide of the door of the priſon, and after being admitted by the turn- 
key, I inſtantly ordered the door to be locked, and took the key, hav- 
ing placed the conſtable 6n the inſide the door, I delivered the key to 
the turnkey, with orders to ſuffer no perſon topals without my leave, 
who was not a known inhabitant of the city; and then directly called 
upon the goaler to clear the goal of all perſons without exception, who 


were not priſoners, and placed myſelf in the paſſage that every one mult 


pals, through in my direct view; in a very few minutes a perſon came 
up, and was calling to the turnkey to open her the door; ſhe immedi- 
ately ftruck my eye, and I ordered the conſtable to take her into cuſ- 
tody, and ſecure her till ſhe was brought for examination before me: 
as ſoon as I had examined every one in like manner on their way out, 
and not obſerving any other ſuſpicious countenance, I left the priſon. 
Having taken on Sunday a ſhort examination of Eſther Palliſer, I com- 
mitted her for further examination; as ſoon as the aſſies were over on 
the 2d of Auguſt, I re-examined her; and likewiſe proceeded to the ex- 
amination of Jane Burnet, alias Fall, alias Smith, and to take a further 
information of Mr. Bayley, concerning his robbery, and charge againſt 


her, which ſeveral proceedings are as follows. The. 


— =. 
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Coventry | The Examination of Ether Palliſer, who ſays as follows. 


to wit. 

That ſhe's the wife of William Palliſer, alias Ogden, that ſhe was married to him by the 
name of Deniſon, at Chriſt Church, Dublin, in the year 1760, that it was ſometime about 
Michaelmas, that ſhe continued there about twelve weeks, and then returned to White-Haven ; 
that the ſaid William Palliſer who is now in goal, went on board thg Fame man of war: 
that he left her at White - Haven, the 19th of May laſt, or the 2oth, arid ſhe never ſaw, or 
heard from him fince, until ſhe ſaw him in the goal of this city. 


Taten this 3 1½ of July, 1763. The Mark of 
before J. HEWITT. 5 ESTHER & PALLIS EX. 
Coventry The farther Examination of Eſther Palliſer, who ſays as follows. 
to wit. 


That ſhe ſet out from White-Haven about laſt Saturday ſen'night, and came by Egremont, 
Ravenglaſs, Millum Caſtle, Kendal, Hawkfhead, Liverpool, Cheſter, Mancheſter, Sheffield. 
Cheſterfield, Derby, Loughborough, and Meriden ; and came to this city about nine o'clock, 


and farther ſays not. | The Mark of 
ESTHER N PALLISER. 


City of Coventry The farther Information of John Baylev, of this City, Innholder, taken on Oath 
to wit. J before me, one of his Majeſiys Fuſlices of the Peace ſor the ſaid City, who ſays 

as follows. + 5 
That he loſt out of a deſk, or bureau which was in a chamber in his dwelling houſe, one 
hundred pounds in guineas and half guineas, except five ſhillings in filver, in one bag, ſeven 
large fGlver ſpoons, two filver falts, two pair of buckles, one pair plated, the other pair filver, 
and about eighty four pounds in guineas and half guineas, taken out of another drawer; and 
one thirty-ſix ſhilling piece, and two guineas, out of another drawer in the ſaid bureau; and 
believes that a perſon who calls herſelf Jane Smith, alias Fall, alias Burnett, was in com- 
pany in the room wich William Ogden, and a woman who called herſelf his wife, and a 
man who calls himſelf John Phillips; and that the ſaid Jane Smith, alias Fall, alias Bur- 
nett, now before ine on her examination, was one of the perſotris in the room at the ſame 

time the robbery was committed; and further this informant ſaith not. 


"Sworn before me, this 2nd Day of 4iguſjl, 1763. | JOHN BAYLEY. 
| EL HEWITI. 5 | | y 
; Coventry The Examination of Jane Smith, atherwije Fall, who ſays as follows. 
AM to wit. , 1 | 


1 | That her name is Jane Burnett, born at Berwick upon Tweed, who ſays ſhe is about thirty 
| | eight years of age, ſays ſhe hath got ſix children, and they are at Kegworth on the road 
betwixt Leiceſter and Derby, but refuſes to tell where thoſe children were born; being aſked 
whether William Smith is her real huſband, but ſhe refuſes to give any anſwer to that; that 
the ſame clothes ſhe has on her now, are the ſame that ſhe had on laſt Coventry fair day, 
when at Coventry, and refuſes at this time to tell at whoſe houſe ſhe was at, and that ſhe never 

* . was at the houſe of Mr. Bayley in this city: and on the qih of June laſt, the was at the 
| houſe of Mr. Douglas, alias Smith, at Leiceſter that evening, aud ſtaid there wich her hufband 
till the Monday following, and then went to Kegworth to her children, and there diſcharged 

- their board; that ſhe took with her a boy then about five months old, Which then fucked 
at her breaſt, and which ſhe likewiſe had at Leiceſter and Coveatry : from Kegworth the 
went to Nottingham, to put her ſon out apprentice, who is now upon liking, and that ſhe 
Raid there one night; and from thence ſhe went towards Derby, and lay between Aſhburn 


and 
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and Derby; lay on Sunday night laſt at a little houſe between Burton and Mother Red Cap's 
at Wiſher, but can't tell where ſhe has been fince ſhe came from Aſhburn, and has not been 
at Birmingham for many years: being aſked her way of life, the ſays, ſhe has not taken out 
any licence fince Midſummer laſt, and that ſhe has not ſold or diſpoſed of any goods ſince. 
nor has ſhe any goods lying at any one place: being aſked whether ſhe was at the Seven 


Stars, about two mileg from this city on the London road, on the fair day, but the ſays. ſhe 


7 Vo - 
1 Agreable to my directions the goaler copied all letters wrote by the pri- 


never was, nor at the Green Man. And further this informant ſaith not. 
Taken before me, Aug z, 1763. The Mark of | 
| J. WE W:1 4 £. JANE XK BURNETT. 


— 


loffers, and brought them for my inſpection, amongſt other the following. 
11318 Mr. Samuel Wainwright, Coventry, Aug. 9. 1763. 


My unhappy circumſtance you know in part before you left Coventry, fince which my 
h 


-- 


am for Sir John Fielding, Sir, 


uſband has taken his trial, and is capitally convicted; and condemned to die on Wedneſday 
next, and his ſending for me, and my obeying his letter (as a dutiful, wife ought to do) bas 
been the cauſe of my being confined, on a ſuſpicion of my being a confederate with him and 
others, But upon your ſending me a teſtimonial of my character, ſuch as you, with others 
that knew me when J lay in at your houſe, can juſtly and honeſtly fign, I hope to obtain my 
liberty, which is all the requeſt and deſite from, Sir, your very humble ſervant, 
| ESTHER PALLISTER. 
P. S. When you yvrite (which I hope you will do as ſoon as poſlible) pleaſe to direct your 
letter to John Hewitt, Eſq; at his houſe in Coventry. p 
To Mr. Samuel Wainwright, at the fign of the Red Lion, Examined per R. ELLIOT. 
at Wadſlow Bridge, near Sheffield, in Yorkſhire. | Is. PLANT. 
e | per LONDON, 
Upon receipt of the following letter, Hawes. and Williams were re- 


moved, a particular account of them is given hereafter. 


Dear Sir, Bow-Stree! Auguſi 11, 1763˙ 


Sir John Fielding directs me to preſent his reſpects to you, and defires that you would be 
pleaſed to ſee that Williams and Hawes are removed as ſoon as poſſible, and to give him a 
line of advice when they ſet out, for ſince Coventry aſſizes we have got Cole and Clark, two of 
Hawes's accomplices, who are ſworn to for the robbery in Surry, with which he now ſtands 
charged. I have ſent you the liſt of thoſe we advertiſed agreable to your requeſt ; I have not 
yet received my expences from Mr. Webb, and am afraid I ſhall not be able to get it from 
bim; however ſhall wait a little longer before I trouble Mr. Town Clark on that head, and 


your moſt andi humble fervant, | 


To John Hewiti Eſq; Coventry. W. MARSD E N. | 
The requeſt in the following letter was complied with. . 
SIR, | | Coventry, Auguſt 17, 176g. 


Your Worſhip's condeſcention in granting me'one favour, would greatly add to your praiſe, 


for generolity and mercy is truly laudable in the midſt of juſtice; unworthy as I am, yet 


ſome of your charity J hope will be tranſmitted to me, by removing the many difficulties I 1 


labour under; give me leave to make my cafe known, in hopes of redreſs : The money I had 


is quite exhauſted ; my wife confined in one apartment, and myſelf in another, Which is 


P p double 
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and bore a pretty good character. I am your obedient ſervant. 
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double expence ; beſides, it is more natural for man and wife to cohabit together while in 
this life: I beſeech you in a moſt humble manner to reſtore my goods, ſo that they may be 
diſpoſed on to my advantage, and grant me the happineſs which Divine Providence once al- 
lotted me, viz. ſuffer my wife and me to lie in one bed, and I ſhall, as in duty bound, ever 


pray, &c. 


To Join Hewitt Eſq; Coventry. 0 | WIL 75 LAM SMITH. 
, . « if 
Farther accounts of Palliſer and his We. 
SIR, Mhite-Haven, Auguſt 19, 1763. 


Mr. Howe is very well, only has got a little touch of the gout in his right hand; he gave 
me your letter, and I took two gentlemen with me to the copperas works, to make the necel- 


fary enquiry. Denniſon the father died ſeven years ago; did work at the copperas %»»*>, 


and was an induſtrious labourivg man, and of good character: I ſaw the mother, ſhe is a 
labouring woman, and was much affected with the untimely end of her late ſon-in-law ; ſhel 
told me they lived with her five or fix weeks. The daughter left this place two years N 


CHRIS. CHAMNEY, 


The execution of Palliſer, alias Ogden; Phillips, alias Duplex; Brown, 
alias Richardſon; Clark; alias Long Pegg being over, I determined up- 
on the making a farther attempt to ſecure more of tbe gang: Palliſer 
aſter his conviction, finding it of no longer ule to retain his pretended 
name of Ogden, or to take under his protection Margaret Richardſon 
for his wife, acknowledged Eſther Palliſer for his lawful wife, and up- 
on his letter of requeſt ſhe was permitted to viſit him; and finding from 
their correſpondence at Wadgley Bridge, a few miles from Sheffield, 
that ſhe had long lodged there, as well as it had been a place of retreat 
for the gang. I poſted to Sheffield, taking with me a perſon who had 
ſome family connections there, at the fame time giving him ſtrict charge 
not to name me amongſt his acquaintance when we arrived at Sheffield, 
as I propoſed not to lee any one until the dulk of the evening, that I 
waited upon the acting juſtice for that part of the county of Vork; as 
J had at that period a general acquaintance with the gentlemen and 
principal tradeſmen in that town and neighbourhood : I that night 
made the following athdavit (before Mr. Oborne) upon which he grant- 
ed me ſearch warrants. 


To Walter Oborne, E/%Ji; one of his Majeſly's Juſtices of the Peace ſor the Welt 
Riding ſor the County of York, and 10 all other Juſlices for the ſaid Riding 


| > 


to whom this, maß cm,: 
I. John Hewitt Eq; onc of his Majelty's Juftices of the Peace for 
he cry and county of Coventry, hereby certify, That ſeveral robberies 


and 
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and felonies were committed in the ſaid city on the 3d day of June laſt; 
and that in ſeveral informations bcfore me taken, Ann Cole, alas Mat- 
thews; Thomas Richardſon, alias Anderlon, alias Henderſon; Mary 
Elgar, George White, Francis Unwin, ond divers other. perſons, ſtand 
charged on 55a va of committing, or being concerned in the ſaid zob- 
beries and felonths, as well as for being returned from tranſportation 
before their time; and that by the ſaid informations, I have great cauſe 
td ſuſpect that all, or ſome of the ſaid perſons, are harboured and con- 
Called in the houſe of Gervaſe Gaudy, the ſign of the Faulcon on Don- 
caſter Bridge; Samuel Wainwright's,'the Red Lion at Wadgley Bridge; 
and at the hign of the Bell in Bautry, i in the {aid Riding, and that I have 
great caule to ſuſpect that part of the goods ſtolen are concealed! in the 
laid houſes, or ſome of them. Given under my hand. 


After having ſettled with Mr. Oborne my plan. of operations, ſo far 
as I might be wanting his aſſiſtance, I returned to my inn, and ſent for 
a gentleman of the town, an acquaintance, and engaged him to go with 


me to Wadgley, taking a conſtable with us to the Red Lion ale- houſe; 


to prevent their having any ſuſpicion of me, I paſſed for a jullice s clerk, 

under whole directions the conſtable and aan were to act. It be- 
ing Sunday, and not reaching the houſe before ſermon time, Wainwright 
and family, except his wife, were at church; and under pretence of call- 
ing with myfriend, to ſee aline woman he informed me he was acquaint- 
ed with, I delired to ſee her, but ſhe ſaying there was no body, I pretend- 
ed to be diſpleaſed at being topped on my journey; on my friend's inſiſt- 
ing there was ſuch a perlon there, and he had ſeen her but a few days be- 
fore, Mrs. Wainwright to prevent our dilputing, as the apprehended, ſaid 
ſuch a perſon had been there and her friends, but was gone a journey, 


but had left her clothes and property until he and her hutband's return: 


linding there were none of the people there that I wanted, alter taking 
a full view of the contrivances, with reſpect to the apartments in the 
houſe, as well as the outſide for concealment or eſcape; I then deſired 
the conſtable to produce his warrant, which he did, and told her it was 
under juſtice Oborne's ſigniture, and that I was his clerk, and imme- 
diately proceeded to ſearch the houſe, which was the beſt contrived for 
a retreat for villains I ever ſaw, and muſt have been attended with great 
drfticulty and circumfpection had any of the gang been there, to prevent 


their getting away unperceived. After having made the moſt ſtrict 
ſearch. 
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ſearch in one private room was found a large box, containing a variety 
ol clothes, wigs, bags, and cues, and a genteel Nen for a drefa. being 
the dreſſes the gang made uſe 'of upon different occaſions; amongſt the 
clothes was found a tankard, and other plate; upon a file of bills and 
letters were ſome that had been ſent from Coventry, FKewiſe the rout, 
and bill of expences of Wainwright's journey, and Mrs. Palliſer's to 
Coventry, with variety of letters fromthe gang; with bifis of parcels of the 
ſtolen plate, &c. fold to and bought by the landlord, who upon his retur\ 
from church was ſecured. Upon ſeeing my friend, whom he Knew, he ( 
enquired who I was, and was told the juſtice's clerk ; upon which he 
reply d, he thought I was not the clerk he ſaw at the laſt juſtice's meet- 
ing; I anſwered no, I was but juſt entered into his ſervice, and that A 
was the firſt matter I had undertaken, and having very firi& order to 
ſee the conſtable execute his office upon the buſineſs, I muſt attend to 
them; that Mr. Wainwright and plate mult go to Shefheld directly, not 
= thinking it fafe to ſtay any longer in a place ſo dangeroully lituated, for 
| diffrent roads, and ſtrangers coming in. Having learnt from Mrs. Wain- 
wright every particular I wanted, without their having the leaſt know- .. 
ledge or ſuſpicion from whence Icame, or who I was, having previouſly 
hxed upon a different name for my friend to call me by; the woman 
upon bringing her huſband and plate away, expreſled great uneaſineſs, 
and ſaid ſhe was ſorry the juſtice had turned away his old clerk, as ſhe_ 
was ſure he would not have been fo ſtrict with them. On my return to 
my inn at Sheffield, I ſent my friend to Mr. Oborne to know his plea- 
ſure when Wainwright ſhould be brought before him, who choſe to 
come to my lodgings; which he did in the afternoon, and proceeded 
to examine Wainwright concerning the plate and effects found in his 
houſe, and the owners thereof; but he denied any knowledge of the 
people, or having been at Coventry; an incident happening to oc- 
cur, obliged me to appear in my real character, and lay open the cauſe 
of my viliting that country; this diſcovery was owing to the waiter of 
the inn coming in very abruptly, and ſaying there was a perſon below 
deſired to ſpeak with Mr, Alderman Hewitt of Coventry; I was not a 
little chagrained at the waiter's haſty entrance, but the effect it had 
upon Wainwright was greater, for he inſtantly became faint and ſilent, 
and it was ſome time before he recovered, and not until he had taken 


Ipirits and water, during which time I went to ſee the perſon that 
wanted 
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wanted me, and to my ſurprize found it to be Thomas Lightowler; as 
I have already mentioned what his errand was in his hiſtory. it is unne- 
ceſſary to repeat it; but in a very ſhort time I returned to Mr. Oborne, 
who informed me that the priſoner being made perfectly acquainted 
with the charge ayainſt him, deſired I would take upon me his examination 
in what manner judged proper; I then read my iainutes over in which 
he ſtood charged, us being a buyer and receiver of the ſtolen goods, be- 
longing to and brought to his houſe by the moſt dangerous gang ol vil- 
lainz this country ever was infeſted with, his houſe a place of re- 
treat after they had been committing the moſt daring . robberies, 
the tankard he knew to be ſtolen, as well as the ſpoons; as indilputable 
evidence of my charge, the tankard was produced, and it appeared 
there had been the name and arms (of ſome genteel family from whom ic 
had been ſtolen) which had been eraſed, and Wainwright's own name put 
thereon; the ſame by the ſpoons: Likewiſe bythe account ſettled between 
him and Palliſer for his wife's board, &c. and which I took from the file I 
found in his houſe; that the tankard was made received in part of pay- 
ment, at about half the real value; I then informed him of the execution 
of his friends at Coventry a few days before, and that I hoped he would 


be brought to ſpeedy juſtice. Having ſufficiently alarmed him, by 


giving him a true hiſtory, and he being without any excule, havin 

no defence but that of ignorance; the account of the charges of his 
journey to Coventry at the reſpective inns and places being likewiſe in 
my poſſeſſion, could not be got over; I propoſed to the juſtice, upon 
condition the priſoner gave a true and fair account of his knowledge of 


the gang that remained untried, or at large; that the plate ſhould be 


left in cuſtody at Shefheld, and he be admitted to bail until the next 
court day, or he heard from me on my return to Coventry. Mr. Oborne 
left him with me under the care of the conſtable, from him and other 
perſons the hiſtory of the gang J received at Sheffield; it appeared that 
they had long reſided in that neighbourhood and Doncaiter, had been 
very cautious in their conduct, and went by different names they were 
known by in other parts of the kingdom. Duplex, alias Phillips, was a 
famous player at tives, and introduced himſelf into genteel company; 
was ſometimes a writer for the attorneys in London, was well known 
at moſt of the tennis-courts as a firſt rate man at that game. Their cau- 
tious carriage in a country to which they retreated, was political and 
needful, and prevented the ſuſpicion of their neighbourhood. 

24 Richardſon 
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Richardſon, alias Anderſon, alias Brown, thereal huſband of Margaret 
Brown, executed at Coventry; upon his return from tranſportation met 
his wife and ſiſter (who were returned likewiſe) at Wadgley. By a 
fraud committed by him at Sheffield, and riding away with a farmer's 
horſc, alarmed the people, and though a part of thegang made that 
matter up as ſpeedily as poſſible, it raiſed a ſpicior that brought on 
an inquiry that occaſioned their leaving Yorkſhire, and Coming ſouthward. 

My ſtay at Sheffield being no longer neceſſary after ſuch information. 


I made the beſt of my way for Bawtry, by way of Doncaſter, in order to try 


what ſartherdiſcoveries or intelligence I could meet with there, and it Being 
at that time the cloſe of a conſiderable fair at York, I was in hopes of in- 


tercepting ſome of them on their return from York as I did at Leiceſter, 
upon the return of part of. the gang from Belton fair. My friend who 
accompanied me from Warwickſhire ſet out with me rather late in the 


afternoon, and it was in the duſk of that evening when we reached the 
commons, betwixt Doncaſter and Bawtry, a new road had been lately 


_ thrown up, and for want of daylight the poſt-boy driving too near the 


border of the road, the chaiſe was overturned from the bank into the 
ditch; a very unlucky accident, as it made our arrival at Bawtry very 


late; however the only injury received was the breaking of the ſhafts, 


and being obliged to ride on the horſes part of the way, and footed it 


when near the town that the boy might bring on the carriage. 


I immediately waited upon Mr. Liſter, a juſtice of the peace at Baw- 
try, ſhewed my warrant, and informed him of the buſineſs I came upon, 
which though ſo late an hour he expreſſed the greateſt pleaſure he took 


in ſeeing me, and giving his aſſiſtance, and informed me the conſtable 


would wait on me at my inn and receive my inſtructions, where he ſoon 
came; after my taking leave of Mr. Liſter, I gave the conſtable a de- 
icription of the people, and the names of the inns or lodgings in Bawtry, 


and on the heath near to it, and who engaged to make the ſearch and 


enquiry I directed againſt my riſing the next morning: the conſtable 
diſcharged his duty with fidelity, but without ſucceſs; the women had 
been in that neighbourhood according to Douglaſs's account, but letters 
of advice had been ſent from Leiceſter, and the women on receipt there- 
of, ſet off in great confuſion, and with ſorrowful countenances. 

I am more particular in theſe circumſtances, as I thall have occaſion 
to refer to them. Fiading it to no purpoſe to purſue theſe offenders any 
farther,I returned with all expedition to Coventry, making the ſtricteſt 
enquiry on the road to gain intelligence. Dis- 
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Diſappointed of my principal views in this laſt expedition, that of ap- 
prehending more of theſe deſperadoes; I was not dilcouraged from my 
farther endeavours to exterpate, or deliver this country from their depre- 
dations, I formed a plan to purſue and preſcribe them throughout 
Great Britain, ànd the iſles thereunto belonging. . F123 

The followinKcopies of letters ſent to the clerks of the peace for every 
county in the kingdom, the Ifle of Man, &c. by which I obtained a ge- 

neral liſt of tranſports; extracts from which J have given, is a ſufficient 
teſtynony, and the reſpect had thereto by the counties throughout Eng- 
and, Kc. | IS 

SIR, | Coventry, Aug. 20, 1763. 

I having committed to the goal of this city fifteen of a moſt dangerous and delperate 
gang ol villains, moſt of whom (indeed all except one) are returned from tranſportation, five of 
them have been tried and condemn, four of whom have been ſince executed here, the remain- 
der to be tried next aflizes, not being prepared to dò it at this time; in order to obtain an exact 
knowledge from whence, and how often theſe people have returned, have been obliged to ap- 
ply in the ſame manner I do to you, and ſhall take it as a favour if you will be pleaſed to lend 
me a lift of all the perſons that have been tranſported from your county, at aſſizes or ſeſſions, 

hince 1748, and you will oblige, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 

| JOHN HEWITT.” 


My journey was not fruitleſs, as I obtained the perſonal deſcription 
and account of the ſeyeral offenders in the following hand-bill, which 
was printed and circulated by the order of the juſtices and governors of 
the counties, and iſlands of Great Britain; the ſucceſs that attended the 
unremitting pains, not of months, but a term of years, and which 
in the end I enjoyed the ſatisfaction of having ſerved my country in ge- 
neral, though to to this hour without having received the reward merited 

| COVENTRY, Auguſt 20, 1763. 
The following Perſons fland charged with divers Felonies and Robberies, (ſeven of them * returned from 
Tranſportation :) Whoever ſecures them, and gives Intelligence io JOHN HEWITT, Vi: Aiderman, 
in Coventry, will be intuled to five Guineas Reward for each Perſon, over and above what is allowed 
by AA of Parliament. | 
D EORGE WHITE, is a ſtraight, thin, well-made man, has his own brown ſhort hair, 
five feet eight inches high, about 25 years of age, and appears much like a country man. 
| ROBERT DNC E, about 38 years of age, {wathy complexion, well-made, about fiye 
. Teet eight inches high; dreſſes generally in a purple Mancheſter velvet coat, and brown cut-wig. 
JOSEPH WATSON, is about 43 years of age, is a black, ſtout, well-made man, pitted 
voy the ſmall-pox, about five feet ſeven inches high, wears a brown cut-wig ; is a dealer in 
orſes, ; 

RICHARD HITCHENS, about 2g years, of age, thin and genteel made, ſwarthy com- 
plexton, about five feet ſeven inches high, and dark-brown hair. 

MARY 
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MARY ELGAR, alias BROWN, who travels along with the above Richard Hitchens, is 
about 26 years of age, a jolly well-made woman, fair complexion, large mouth, and has loſt 
one tooth before. 

ANN JACKSON, alias COLE, alias CASEY, alias MATTHEWS, alias TOBIN, a tall 
luſty woman, ſwarthy complexion, and prey eyes. | 

BETTY BROWN, alias WOOD, a little round-faced woman, fair gomplexion, wears a 
drab Scotch camblet gown, and ſometimes a dark linen gown. i 

FRANCIS UNWIN, is about 40 years of age, five feet fix nao, thin and round 

| ſhoulder'd, ſwarthy complexion, long thin noſe, brown cut-wig, and frequently appears like 
_ _ a gentleman, with a gold-laced hat. 
EDWARD CALLAN, is a raw-boned man, a little pitted with the ſmall-pox, hath a lage 


hand. and very long fingers, tall and ſlim, but remarkably ſtrong. — 


THOMAS ANDERSON, alias RICHARDSON, alias HENDERSON, a chin man, pale 
complexion, white hair inclining to ſandy, and often puts over it a light-grey wig; has 
a round grey eye, and had on when laſt ſeen, a claret- coloured coat, and black ſattin waifl- 


coat, and looks conſumptive. 


JOHN WOOD, alias BROWN, alias FALL, alias JONES, by wade a butcher, did keep.. | 


the Horſe-and-Groom ale-houſe, near to Cheſter; fince which time, he has follwed that 
trade amongſt the butchers at Sheffield, and now travels with a licence as a pedlar, by the 
name of John Wood; is a tall, elderly man, ſwarthy complexion, was father of Margaret 
Brown, alias Anderſon, the young woman lately executed at Coventry, and who married the 
ſiſter of Long Peg, executed at the ſame time. 


N. B. The above offenders are belonging to the gang lately apprehended in this city. 

d Theſe people generally travel genteelly mounted; the women with hunting ſaddles, and 
a fadge or wallet under them, which ſeldom contain any thing more than different dreſ- 
ſes of clothes; the men with ſaddle bags, who often pretend to be ſmugglers and dealers 


in run goods. 


WILLIAM ANDERSON, alias JOHN RHODES, late of the city of Worceſter, is about 
40 years of age, five feet ſeven inches high, a fair pale complexion, a full hazle eye, ſharp 
noſe, his right eyebrow white, the leſt of a dark colour, looks ſideways under his hat, as if 
he ſquinted; had on, when laſt ſeen, a fuſtian frock without buttons, a lappel'd flannel 
waiſtcoat, trimm'd and bound with black; leather breeches, large double-rim'd braſs ſhoe 
buckles; and is charged with ſeveral robberies about Wolverhampton and Walſall. 

WILLIAM JEFFERIES, is about 32 years of age, born aud lived at Burton on the Woulds, 
in the county of Leiceſter; by occupation a ragman, about five feet nine inches high, ſwar- 
thy complexion, his leſt band and arm withered, and very ſmall; bad a ſhot through one of 
His thighs, and goes limping ; : had on his own hair. He has been tranſported, and returned 
before the expiration of his time. 

WILLLIAM IRISH, a wool-comber, lived at Rothly in the county of Leiceſter, about 
26 years of age, about five feet nine inches high, freſh complexion, has his own brown hair, 
brown coat, and red waiſtcoat, and a plaid waiſtcoat, and white drill breeches. 

THOMAS HORNER, a wool-comber, lived alſo at Rothly aforeſaid, is about 30 years 
of age, about five feet four inches high, roundiſh face, and pitted with the nee had 
two coats on, one a light grey cloth, the other a drab fuſtian. 


MY LORD, Coventry, Auguſt 21, 1769. 
The laſt week I went into Yorkſhire, in order to reconiter the houles of retreat, made uſe 


of by Douglaſs, alias Smith, and his gang, as well as to try how far there was: cruth in the 
pretended 


9 


COVENTRY GANG. | 161 


pretended diſcoveries made by him; as the mayor of Leiceſter, and ſome other friends of his 
with whom he bath traded with fince he ſettled there, intended to petition in his behalf, on 
the merits of what they called a confeſſion, with reſpect to that part of it which he pretended 
to diſcover where ſome of the gang might be taken; I was at thoſe houſes, and in the night 
of the 13th and 14th Nad thoſe ſeveral houſes ſearched, but to no purpoſe; but had the ſatis- 
faction to find that <> had been there ſome weeks befote, but had left that country on the 
ga iſt day of July, on re viving a letter from Coventry goal; and as I haveno reaſon to doubt 
from Smith, alias Douglaſs himſelf, and my reaſons to believe that he wrote is, that though 
told your Lordſhip when on his trial he was debarred of pen and ink; I have ſince met 
with ſeveral letters wrote by him for the other priſoners, and the reaſon of his writing that 
AED bis friends in Yorkſhire, muſt be to give them notice of the informations given me 
by Patrick Reif, an accomplice, which happened a few days before. 1 find the part of the 
gang lately executed, had their retreat here, and kept their families in this part of the country, 
where they have behaved with as much reputation as that man did at Leiceſter, and it hath 
been a ſtanding rule amongſt them, to commit no miſdemeanor in the neighbourhood, where 
ny of their friends were known. However, I found ſome ſtolen plate in the keeping of one 
of their Landlords, whoſe houſe will be put down, and himſelf proſecuted at the next fel- - 
fions : this houſe was at a place called Wadgley, beyond Sheffield, in Yorkſhire; hath been 
the place of meeting for this gang more than ten years. Having diſcharged the requeſt of your 
lordſhip, am, my lord, Your lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant 
To the Right Hon. Lord Chief Fuſlice Mansfield. J HEWITT. 


DEAR SIR, Bou - Street, Aug, 20, 176g. 

I thought it proper to acquaint you, that in a long conſeſſion which Jack Smith has tranſ- 
mitted to Sir John Fielding from Leiceſter, he ſays, That the wife of Smith, who is now in 
your goal, is concealed at the at the ſign of the Green Man, between Coleſhill and Lichfield, 
and that Iſaac Hawes confeſſed to him while they were in goal together, that he had been 
twice tranſported. If you have not already got Smith's wiſe, this may be the means perhaps, 
of doing it. Jack ſays they were all tranſported out of Cumberland 12 years ago. I am, Sir, 

| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

P. S. Iam afraid I ſhall never get the money for} VW. MARSDEN. 
my expences, from Mr. Webb the Sollicitor. in Sir John's abſence. 

To F. Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. : 


Wn 7! © Leicefler, Aug. 30, 1763. 8 o'dock morning. 

I have juſt now received yours of the 28th; as I abſolutely on the firſt application, refuſed 
giving any countenance to what was intended, in favour of Douglaſs, I have not been ac- 
quainted with any thing in the affair but by common report. I can afſure you nothing has 
been done as a corporate act, and I believe moſt of the perſons who figned in his behalf, wiſh 
they bad not done ſo. Mr. Jordain went for London laſt Friday, with one Mr. Harris, (as I 
am told) to give 10001. bail for Douglaſs, and is expected at home to-night. I am, Sir, 


Your humble ſervant, 


To J. Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. EDM. LU D LAM. 


After the pains I had taken to ſerve my country, I found myſelf in a 
very diſagreable ſituation, that dangerous and notorious man, Douglaſs, 
alias Smith, found means to obtain the compaſſion of ſome unthinking 
men, and to impoſe on their humane feelings; and I had great reaſons 
to believe by virtue of the advantages ariſing from his unlawful gains, 


Rr purchaſed 
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purchaſed the aſſiſtance of others, to petition in his favor, and did ob- 
tain a reprieve, which occaſioned me a deal of trouble, and laid me un- 
der the neceſſity of anſwering the letters of requeſt I received on that 
ſubject, from different noblemen and gentlemen, the cqpy of one of thoſe 
letters 1s the following, and refer my reader tothe ofa letters on that 
matter, of Alderman Ludlam, Oliver, and Gee; and the information of 
Daniel Hancox, for the farther account of John Douglaſs, alias Smith's 
pedigree and character. | 


The only defence John Smith made when tried at Leiceſter, his character ſince he has been 
at Leiceſter, which is eighteen months, or two years: a good appearance and character was ne- 
ceſſary, to prevent himſelf and his gang that frequented his houſe from being called upon, tv 
givean account of themſelves. The houſe he kept is well known to have been the rendezvous. 


1 


for many years, for ſmugglers and dangerous people (and I am informed that ſeveral of the | 


perſonz who have ſollicited a petition, have had dealings with them.) Smith about two years 
ſince, married the daughter of the man who formerly kept the ſaid inn, and I am informed 
that ſhe well knew his character, though might not know he had been tranſported, and re- 
turned. About eight years ſince, he was brought before Baron Smythe, to be tried for a rob- 
bery on the highway, who admitted him an evidence againſt his accomplices then, on ac- 
count of his youth, T'wo years afterwards he was tried by Baron Smythe for another robbery, 
and tranſported, and had then committed a conſiderable number of others: and was one of 
the famour Baxter's gang; is charged with ſtealing a horſe within three years, and other 
miſdemeanors. Its well known he hath ſince his return from tranſportation, been with the 
gang at different fairs, and was ſeen in London about a fortnight before he was apprehended, 
at the houſe of the man whom he had been known to ſell large quantities of ſtolen plate to, 
as Sir John Fielding can give the particulars of, When apprehended he was offered every 
:ntereſt to ſerve him, if he would make ſuch diſcoveries as was in his power, by way of reta- 
liation of his crimes, which he refuſed to do; * and the diſcovery he now makes can be of 
no ſervice, and ſuch as he pretends to make in his preſent fituation, has already been made 
by others, and which he well knows. One William Smith, alias Fall, and who is returned 
from tranſportation, was apprehended at his houſe, and whoſe wife depolited part of the plate 


ſtolen from Bayiey of Coventry in his hands. | 
* See Mr. Oliver's letter page 140, and Mr. Gee's 141. 


To the Ri. Hon. 3 - 
City of Coventry) The Examination of Daniel Hancox, laben before.me, one of his Mai Fuſltees 

to Wit, ( ; of the Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows : 

That he was born at Bedworth, and lived ſeven years in Well-ſtreet in this city, that he 
Jeſt this city about twelve years fince, hath lived in London, in Peter- ſtreet, at the botom of 
Half-moon Alley, No. 9g, before that he lived in Spittlefields, Virginia-Row, hath followed 
the trade of ribbon weaving on his own account, that he came down about ſeven weeks ſince, 
and aid three weeks, that he was bail for one Ann Edwards, who was tried at the Old Bai- 
ley for buying ſlolen goods, but did not give any evidence for or againſt her, that he knew 
the mother of John Smith, alias Douglaſs, who lived in Brick-lane, Old-ſtreet, his mother's 
name was Tallant, her huſband's name at that time Smith, but was ſecond huſband, or pre- 
tended huſband, but doth not know who the aforeſaid Smith's father was, but his mother 
was called Tallant, alias Queen of Hell, and was ſaid to be a noted receiver of ſtolen ſilk, at 


laſt turned evidence, but being perjured in ſeveral inſtances, was obliged to fly, and further 
The Mark of 


faith not. 
. DANIEL HAN CG OX 


/ 


— 


COVENTRY GANG: 163 
THAT my readers may know the ſentiments of other perſons at 
that time, with reſpect to the character and behaviour of the un- 
happy criminalg, I have copied them as they were given the public by 
Duplex, Ogden Smith, &c. 
; r Coventry, Auguſt 15, 1763. 

On Wedneſday laſt John Duplex, alias Phillips, William Palliſer, alias Ogden, Marga- 
et Brown, alias Ogden, for robbing Mr. Bailey of this city; and Sarah Jones, alias Marga- 
ret Clark, alias Ferguſon, alias Leng Peg, for returning from tranſportation, were executed 
SThicdey Common, near this city, purſuant to their ſentence. They were carried there in 
[ two carts, in which were their coffins. ' | | 
Tue three firſt, beſides the robbery for which they ſuffered, were likewiſe charged with the 
| following. and of which they acknowledged themſelves guilty, viz. of robbing the Wheat 
| Sheaf, a public houſe in Cock-lane, London, of gool. Mr. Fern of Lichfield, of tool. Mrs. 
— Bayley of Worceſter, of 4ol. and upwards; Mr. Smith of Mancheſter, of rgol. ſeveral. rob- 

beries in Derbyfhire; and very lately a very conſiderable robbery in Cheſhire; all theſe in 
about twelve months. | 

Palliſer was capitally convicted in the year 1757, at the Old Bailey, and was reprieved and 

' tranſported for life. He was about 29 years of age, five feet ten inches high, of 'a genteel 
make, and was born in Ireland. He acknowledged the juſtice of his ſentence; and on Wed- 
neſday. morning went, with the two women, (Duplex proſeſſing himſelf a papiſt) to Trinity 
church, where they behaved in a decent manner, received the ſacrament, and were very 
thankful to the miniſters for viſiting and aſſiſting them in their devotion while in priſen. At 
the place of execution he behaved: with great calmneſs and reſignation, comforted the young 
woman his reputed wife, aſſiſted in placing her halter, took notice his own halter was very low, 
that he was aſraid his feet would touch the ground and his irons in which he was banged, 
would catch in the cart, ſhook hands and took leave of ſeveral perſons whom he had become 
acquainted with, and all this with uncommon reſolution and ſerenity of mind; and when 

turned off had hold of the young woman's hand. | | 2 1 8 

Margaret Brown, alias Ogden, &c. had likewiſe been tranſported, and returned before the 
expiration of her time; and though but about 26 years of age, hath been a moſt notorious 
offender: ſhe was one of the Foys, and her father and mother both followed the ſame prac- 
tices. Her uncle was hanged at Worceſter. She ſwooned away while in church in the 
morning, and upon the road to the place of execution ; and ſeemed to lament very much her 

| ndition. | | | | 

8 ok &c. er Long Peg, as ſhe was generally called, was near 60, was aunt to the 

aforeſaid Margaret Brown, had been tranſported twice, and returned. She belonged to the 

famous Baxter, alias Poulter's gang; before which ſhe belonged to the Foys; was one of the 
perſons that picked the pocket of farmer Burbery on the fair day, and flood charged with 
divers other robberies; hath been a pickpocket and ſhopliſter near 50 years. She did not 
ſhew ſuch ſigus of penitence as might have been expected from one in her circumſtances ; and 
at ihe place of execution liruck at the- hangman with great violence. Both the women 

were ignorant to ſuch a degree, as not to be able to read. i 26 | 4 

John Duplex, alias Phillips, was about 28 years of age, five feet eight inches high, 
and a firong well built man. He had > been concerned with the gang above two _ | 

a | 3 RT 2 5 a 15 


| of which is his preſent conviction. 
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His friends in London intereſted themſelves greatly in his favour, and petitioned their royal 
bighneſſes Prince William and Prince Henry, the counteſs of Northumberland. Earls of 
Bute, Cheſterfield, and Egermont. the duke of Rutland, lord Tyrawley, and the Portagueſe 
ambaſſador; but it is preſumed, his inſolent and daring behaviour on his trial, (however 


it changed afterwards) might juſtly give reaſon to conſider him as an u 


The following is a copy of the petition. 
To the right hon. the E-— of ER. 


The Petition of John Duplex, now under ſentence of death at Coventry, | 


t object of mercy. 


| Moſt humbly ſheweth, * y "I 
n the .W 


That your petitioner having been articled to one Mr. H——, attorney in Dublin, on the 
expiration of ſuch articles, or ſoon aſter, left the ſaid Mr. H in order to find empivy=, 
ment at his pen in the city of London, where he was informed great encouragement was given 
to perſons excelling in that branch. 

That ſhortly after your petitioner's arrival in London, he got into employ, and during the 
ſpace of two years, by his honeſty and affiduity, he gained a good character, and genteel 
ſubliflance ; but the law buſineſs in the year 1761, (by the length of the war) being greatly” 
on the decline, the following long vacation, which was attended with an intire ceffation of 
buſineſs for three months, left your petitioner totally unprovided for, beſet with hunger, de- 
ſtitute of friends, and at a great diſtance from his native country. | 

That in this preſſing ſituation and time of idleneſs, he was introduced into one of the fives 
courts, where he frequently partook of the bounty of thoſe profligates that infeſt that place, 
without having the leaſt idea of their manner of living; but, unhappily for your petitioner, 
aſter having one night plyed him well with liquor, they invited him to go on one of their 
midnight excurſions. They repreſented the eaſe, and juſtified even the innocency of the act! 
They reproached him with want of gratitude and courage: in fine, intoxicated with liquor, 
and bereft of his underſtanding, he was prevailed upon to add to the number of thoſe un- 


bappy wretches. | 


That your petitioner, terrified with his guilt and danger, would moſt willingly have aban- 
doned both their acquaintance: and principles on the approach of buſineſs, which happened 
quickly aſter, but he was threatened with impeachment on offering to withdraw; and tho' 
he actually did withdraw for a conſiderable time, and followed his employ regularly with one 
Mr. W , a very eminent ſtationer in Birchin Lane, near the Royal Exchange, he was, 
on being ſent for a few months ago, by one of his accomplices, under a neceſſity of obeying 
the faial ſummons, and of doing things diametrically oppolite to his principles, the conſequence 


Wherefore your petitioner moſt humbly beſeeches your | P, that if there are any 
circumſtances in this fimple but true narrative, that can mitigate his guilt, and recommend 
him to the royal mercy, that you will be charitably pleaſed to uſe that power conferred on 
you by providence to reſcue a poor young man from the jaws of death, and ſave him from 
being cut off in the flower of his age, whoſe bigheſt, whoſe only ambition is, that he may live 
in baniſhment, and expiate by his future conduct, his palt offences. 

| And your petitioner will for ever more pray. 

Note, Your petitioner is reputed to write the law hands as fait and fair as any man living; 
a proof, perbaps, that he was not always diſſolute; happy for him could he be thought 

. uſeful in the plantations. | | 4 
Daplex's pious behaviour after he was condemned, and the penitential ſorrow he ſhewed 


b elore and at his death, is a proof that he was not altogether undeſerving the trouble * 
f | : is 
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his friends took in order to get a reprieve: Tho after he had ſent an expreſs tq London for 


that end, he declared to me, that he was ſorry he had done it, becauſe he feared that the 
thoughts of a reprieve would be a hindrance to his preparation for death; 

He was vaſtly pleaſed, and expreſſed great thankfulneſs to Mr. Mayor, Mr. Alderman 
Hewitt, and Mr. . the ſheriff, ſor their kind behaviour in admitting all thoſe whom he 
deſired to converle w 8 | 

The night before he execution. being in company with Palliſer, I aſked him whether 
Duplex was in the room at Mr. Bayley's, when the robbery was committed, or not? and he 


Neclared in a very ſolemn manner, that he was not. Upon which I aſked Duplex whether he 


was ever in the room? and he declared he was, and was as guilty of the robbery, by aiding 
Tu allifling, as any of them; though, he ſaid, he was not in the room at the time the robbery 
was committed, but came down fairs juſt as the others began their work: therefore he owned 
he juſlly deſerved the death he was going to ſuffer. 3 
This I think proper to declare, to ſhe that Mr. Bayley the proſecutor, did not take the 
life of an innocent man away, as was falſly imagined by ſome, who firſt heard Pallifer and 
Duplex ſolemnly declare, as dying men, that Duplex was not in the room when the robbery 


was done. JOHN WITTINGH AM.“ 


The following account was publiſhed at the fame time, 
Jane Smith, alias Burnett, alias Fall, (taken at Mother Red-cap's, and committed to our 


goal, as mentioned laſt week) is charged with returning from tranſportation, with being con- 


cerned in robbing Mr. Bayley, and divers others, and belonged to the above notorious gang ; 
two men made their eſcape at the time ſhe was taken. | 
There now remains to be tried at the next aſſizes, eight, all charged with different robberies, 
and returning from tranſportation. | . 
John Smith, alias Douglas, condemned at Leiceſter aſſizes, but reſpited, originally belonged 


to Baxter's gang. When about twelve years of age, he was allowed ſeven ſhillings per week 


as a ſervant to John Poulter, alias Baxter. In the year 1736, he was by the Hon. Mr. Baron 
Smythe admitted an evidence againſt one of his accomplices for a highway robbery: about 
cighteen months after he again was tried before Mr. Baron Smythe, for flealing a tankard 
from Greenwich, and tranſported. He-was a noted ſtealer of tankards: it is ſuppoſed that 
in eighteen months he ſtole no leſs than fiſty. He was a great hirer of horſes, which he ge- 
nerally fold, ſeldom returning them to the owner, Siuce he returned from tranſportation he 
married the daughter of a man who kept an inn at Leiceſter, and whoſe houſe was the gene- 


ral rendezyous of this gang. Since his marriage, which is about two years, he hath been the 


receiver and diſpoſer of ſtolen plate. 
| AUGUST, 176g. 
The Account of John Smith, alias Douglas, given by himſelf, 


Jobn Smith, alias Douglas, ſays he was born at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, of creditable ho- 
neſt parents; his father was a linen draper, and ouce in conhderable credit, but his circum- 
ſtances declining in life, he removed from that place to London, where his wife died, ſoon 
aſter which he married again, to one Mary Talent, who lived in Brick Lane, Old Street, 
ſold old clothes, and was beſides a receiver of ſtolen goods of all kinds; whilſt the above 
Smith was very young, his father alſo died in St. Thomas's Hoſpital, of a mortification in 
his leg, and he continued to live with his-mother-in-law, following the proſeſſion of ribbon 
weaving, which ſhe carried on together with her otheręmploy menus; and here, he very early 
in life, became acquainted with. a numerous gang of thieves, ſharpers, and pickpockets, 

| which 


— 
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In the gang, and was paid eight ſhillings per weeek for his ſervices; at ſeventeen years old 
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which laid the foundation of his ruin, and has now in the prime of his life cut him off from 
ſociet 

His « mother aſter the death of her ſecond huſband, either was married, or lived with one 
Tobin, a noted highwayman; and afterwards with Poulter, alias Baxteg, who was executed 
at Saliſbury for rebbing Dr. Hanceck, and under this laſt perſon Smiſſi, the preſent unhap- 
Py convid is ſaid to have received the firſt rudiments of his education, M ho ſoon initiated him 
in the myſtery of picking pockets ; at twelve years of age he is ſaid t# have been upon ſalary 


he was apprehended for a highway robbery, and brought before Mr. Baron Smythe, but i 
compaſſion to his youth, was ſaved and admitted an evidence againſt his accomplices 


in the cant phraſe amongſt pickpockets, for his dexterity, was catled the Fiſherman, was fre- 


quently employed by them as their locker, or vender, and has travelled through Holland, ( 


and been in ſeveral parts of Germany, ſelling of watches and ſtolen plate: in the year 1757, 
he was apprehended for ſtealing a filver tankard, from Mr. Lacy, at Greenwich, for which 
he was tried before Mr. Baron Smythe, convicted of the offence, and ordered to be tranſported © 
for ſeven years. He was accordingly ſhipped off for North America, and landed at Anna» 
polis Royal, from which place he ſoon ſound means to return to England, and for ſometime 
followed his old employment, appeared ſometimes as a hawker and pedler, dealing in plate, 


ſometimes as a ſeaman, and at other times a ſmuggler, in which laſt capacity he came down to 


Leiceſter, and faund means to make an acquaintance with a young girl in town, of a reputable 


honeſt family, whoſe father kept an inn in Leiceſter. and married her: about two years ago, 


and ſoon after his marriage, his father-in-law died, and left the poſſefflon of the inn to his 
ſon-in-law, Douglas, by which name he had travelled. 

At this period of life he ſays it was his intention of diſconnecting himſelf from this gang 
of thieves and plunderers, and alſo ſays, that after that time he had never been concerned in 
the commiſhon of any robbery or defraud ; notwithſtanding which, there is great reaſon to 
believe that with ſeveral of the gang, he ſtill kept an intimate connection, and was a general 
receiver of their ſtolen plate, &c. 

In June laſt, manv capital robberies having been committed, particularly one at Coventry 
ſair, in the houſe of Mr. Bayley; one Richard Fuller, an accomplice to the gang, was taken 
up and committed to Newgate by Sir John Fielding, and gave information againſt the whole 
gang, amongſt whom was this unfortunate man, as a receiver of the ſtolen goods, and beſides 
2 returned tranſport, for which laſt offence, on the 12th of June laſt, he was apprehended 
together with ſeveral others of the gang; and at the laſt aſſizes at Leiceſter, was tried for the 
offence and capitally convicted. Many perſons of great credit and reputation, ſpoke to his 
character on the trial, relative to his lite {or the laſt two years, and is allowed on. 


N. B. All this might he very true as far a as they knew, but the evidence that appeared 
againſt Jane Fall, was a full contradiion, and had his houſe been ſearched the morning he 
was taken up, a large quantity ol ſtolen plate, and other goods might have been lound, be- 


des an of Mr. Bayley's property. 


= 


_ 


* 


this time ſor ſeveral years there is great reaſon to believe he till followed his profeſſion, Tad 


1 


”” 


0 


COVENTRY/GANG. 167 


The letter that follows relates to a man who was taken up on ſuſpi- 
cion of being Thomas Richardſon, as mentioned, and diſcribed in my 
advertiſement, dated the 20th of Auguſt. I was at the trouble of going 
to Lichfield, atithe requeſt of the Bailiff, to examine him; for the more 
certainty, withi\his own conſent he was brought to Coventry, and ex- 
amined in the preſence of Patrick Reif, who well knew Richardſon per- 

ſonally; on his ſeeing him, and declaring him not to be the man, he was 
diſcharged. | | 
IR. Ef 1 Lichfield, Aug. 22; 1763. 
This afternoon has been apprehended within this city, a perſon who calls himſelf Matthew 
| Etteredge, and faith he is a blue maker, and when at home, lives in Shoreditch, London; he 
has been at this town ſeveral times, and has been offering ſpurs to ſell, and wailtcoats, which 
he calls India waiſtcoats: He is a tall young man, about . twenty-five years of age, and fair 
complexion, he gives a very bad account of himſelf, and it is much to be ſuſpected he is a 
perſon belonging to the late Coventry gang. He ſays he comes from Wrexham, and has 
_ reſided a many years at Eccleſhall, in the county of Stafford. If you can get any intelligence 
from any perſon in your goal of the ſaid Matthew Etteredge, be fo good as ſend an acconnt 
thereof, as ſoonas poſſible, and you will very much oblige, Sir, | 

| | HP | Your moſt humble ſervant, 

To John Heilt, Eſq ; Coventry. JOHN BARKER, 
Der Fir, 3 Bou Street, Tueſday 60h Sep. 1763, at 9 0 Clock at Night. 

Your letter is only this moment delivered to Sir John Fielding, your former about Ette- 
ridge came ſafe to hand, and the night we received it we had two men watched Williams's 
houſe all night, which being without ſucceſs, the next morning had the houſe entered, when 
laid-Etteridge appeared to be the man he repreſents, and not any known thief: the ſhop-bill 
was a real one, and Mrs. Williams does not appear to have any connection with Elgar's gang, 
&c. The reaſon why you was not troubled with an anſwer at that time, was becauſe.you 
mentioned. in a following letter that you had found Etteridge not to be the man you firſt ſuſ- 
pected, and Sir John from thence concluded you had not committed him. | 

We have here pretty certain intelligence of Mary Elgar's being come to town : Iſaac 
Hawes we are endeayouring to have tried at our enſuing Old Bailey ſeſſions, for returning 
tom tranſportation. Sir John and Lady Fielding beg their compliments, and am, Sir, 

| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
On the zth OR. 1762, | W. MARSDEN. 
Mr. Francis Swith entered into Mr. Burrow's houſe, and forceably took away goods that 
were pawned, the property of others, of the value of Gol. 171. 155. in balfpence in papers, 
with zol. worth of apparel, beſides ſheets and other linen of his own property, whilſt he 
was in cuſtody on a peace warrant of his wife's, by the contrivance of Mr. Francis Smith, 
aſter Mr. Burrows had been ſerved with a bill of Middleſex. for a pretended debt. oF 
SIR. 1 Exeter, September 6, 1763, 

Agreable to your requeſt I have cauſed ſearch to be made throughout my juriſdiction, for 
the offenders deſcribed in your advertiſement, and have likewiſe cauſed the ſaid advertiſement 
to be incerted in the news- papers of this city, but as yet no diſcovery has been made; have 
incloſed ſent you the lift you deſired, and you may depend upon my beſt endeavours towards 
detecting the ſaid offenders. dir, your moſt humble ſervant. 
| JAMES GROSSING, Mayor. 


Mrs, 


belongs to you, and ſhe is at harveſt work, and we could not have 
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Mrs. Partis, | Wadgley Bridge, Sep. 8, 176g. 
We have ſent to you all things that we can find belonging to you in our houſe, one gown, 
one petticoat, one pair of ſtays, one white apron, one check apron, one pair of mits, one ſhirt, 


one ſhift, one remnant of new cloth, ſeven pair of ſtockings, two wedges, all the child's clothes, 


and a leather trunk, this I took down to Mr. Oborne, Eſq; who took out what he thought 
proper, which he gave me an account of; the waſherwoman has not Fought the ſhifts that 

em, Sir, I have ſent 
all according to your order. I am 


Your bumble ſervant, : \ 
To John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. | SAMUEL WAIN WRIGHT. 
Dear Sir, Bow - Street, 10 minules before 1 1 at night, 134% Sep. 196%. 


Your letter is but this inſtant delivered by a porter, therefore being unacquainted with the 


certain hour of the machine's ſetting out, I am directed by Sir John Fielding to give you this 
anſwer by poſt (which new waits) with his reſpeQs, viz. Iſaac Hawes is removed by habeas, 


from the county of Surry to Newgate, will be indicted on Thurſday, and tried Friday or Sa- 


turday next; we think the evidence againſt him very ſufficient, but that part of it to prove 


— 


him at large depending intirely on Rd. Fuller, whom you know has had ſome connections 


himſelf with the gang; Sir John ſays that if your coming to town can be made intirely con- 
venient for you, Thurſday or Friday morning, thinks it would not be amiſs. Iam, in haſte, 
for Sir John Fielding, Your obedient humble ſervant, 


To Jokn Hewitt, Eſq; Ald. in Coventry. W. MARSDE N. 


I was prevented going to town, being taken ill, and upon receiving an 


account of Sherwood, alias Hawes, alias Smith, being convicted, I wrote 


the letter that hereafter follows, to Sir Robert Ladbroke. He was the 


man I apprehended and ſecured at the Crane inn, gd of June, Ogden, 


&c. being gone off. | | 
SIR, St. Albans, Sep. 14, 1763, 
One Mr. French, who now keeps the Golden Lion inn, at a place called London Colney, 
about two or three miles diſtant from St. Albans, in the way to London, applied to the juſ- 
tices of the peace for the liberty of St. Albans, at their meeting the 1oth inſtant, to have nis beer 
licence renewed as uſual, but was poſtponed by.reaſon Mr. Iremonger of St. Albans informed 
the juſtices, that you told him when at St. Albans laſt, that he kept a diſorderly houſe, and 
lodged people of ill fame, Jude life and converſation, for which reaſon they have refuſed the 
poor man a licence, until ſuch time they hear from you of your knowledge what you can 
alledge againſt him; the poor man hath not any other way to get his bread, but by keeping 
a publick houſe, aud if he cannot obtain his licence, it muſt go hard with him, and the 
landlord debarred of a tenant ; this is wrote by deſire of the juſtices. Your anſwer to this 
by the next poſt, directed for Mr. Tombs at St. Albans, will oblige your bumble ſervant, 


D. TOMBS. 


| _ Coventry, Sep. 21, 176g. 
Whereas upon lately ſearching divers houſes on the borders of Yorkſhire, the places of 
retreat made uſe of by the gang of thieves, lately apprehended in this city, there was found 
a modern {ized ſilver tankard, ſeveral ſilver ſpoons, at the houſe of Samuel Wainwright, at 
the Red Lion, Wadgley Bridge, near Sheffield, and which wereackowledged to be received from 
William Palliſter, alias Partis, alias Ogden, lately executed here, and therefore ſuppoſed to 


be 


_ 


- 
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be ſtolen by him and his conſederates; this is intended as an information to ſuch perſon or 
perſons who may have been robbed, that the {aid plate is ſecured for the benefit of thoſe who 
may prove themſelyes the owners thereof, by applying to me. 

There is now in my hands part of a draft, drawn by Nouls, for 191. 6s. on Meſſrs. Ho- 
ney wood and Co. which with ſeveral other notes and bills were deſtroyed by Francis Smith, 
alias Sherwood, alias Hawes, now under ſentence of death in Newgate, and which are ſup- 
poſed to be the property\pt fame perſon or perſons robbed by him, and which he fo deſtroycd 
when firſt apprehended in this city. | | 
Y * 


* 


Frdet᷑ to diſcover from whence the ſilver ſpoons, tankard, and note or 
draft had been ſtolen; and wrote the following letter to Sir Robert Lad- 
broke, the contents expreſs my motives for giving him that trouble. 

Sit Robert, © Coventry, September 22, 1763. 

Francis Smith, convicted for returning ſrom tranſportation at che laſt ſeſſions at the Old 
Bailey, is Thomas Sherwood, alias Hawes, &c. who was apprehended by me, and com- 
mitted on the third of June laſt,, amongſt the reſt_of his gang, and who was concerned in the 
capital robbery commited that day in this city, but for want of poſſitive evidence to convict 
bim, was not tried with the offenders lately executed here, but ,removed to the new goat, 
Southwark, for the more; ſpeedy bringing him to juſtice : the reaſon of my . troubling you 
with theſe particulars, is, that the perſons who were employed by me on that day, and who 
were inſtrumental ef bringing this notorious offender to juſtice, may not be deprived of 
their ſhare of that reward allowed by act of parliament, for the apprehending ſuch criminals ; 
therefore I beg the favour of you, if theſe particulars come to hand in time, to prevent the 
diſtribution from being awarded without the apprehenders of the ſaid Smith, c. having 
their ſhare allotted them: I have no view in this with refpe& to myſelf, but that ſuch per- 
ſons who were employed inthe ſervice of the public, may not be diſcouraged on future oc- 
caſions. I am, Sir Robert, | | 


| Your moſt obedient and very humble ſervant, 
To Sir Robert Ladbroke, London. JOHN HEWITT. 


The incloſed copy ol a threatning letter was wrote by the ſaid Haws, &c. now in New- 
gate, in order to intimidate me from attending on his trial at the Old Bailey, but notwith- 
ſtanding which, I ſhould certainly have been, there, if a bad cold, and inflamation in my 
eyes had not prevented my journey. 


S. 0 . | September 13, 1763. 
You thief, when you come to town, I will blow your brains out for keeping 'me in 

goal, and that fellow you have got there; the ſtag hath Sool. in the ſtocks, and if you don't 
| fend 100]. to be left for me, or my order, damn you, you ſhan't walk Coventry ſtreets. but 
you're in danger, for I have ſent two ruffins, who knows you to be a rogue and thief.catcher, 
worle than a pirate; ſend the money to the world's end at Clapham, or you won't live long, 
damn your eyes, | 3 | S. S. Beſter, and Ld. Wi. 


This threatning letter, is a copy of that the following refers to. 
Dear Sir, Bow Street, September 22, 1763. 
Sir John hath this inſtant received yours, with the copy of a threatning | letter incloſed ; 
his opinion relative to which, is, that it ought to be treated with contempt, Hawes was 


T x 


The above advertiſement I circulated throughout the kingdom, in 


82 convicted 
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ſervice to the country, and will greatly oblige the judg 
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convicted at the Old Bailey aft Monday, on ſubſtantial and atis factory evidence. Sir John 


and lady Fielding defre their compliments, from Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


To John Hewitt, EV Aid.rman, in Coventry. W. MARS DEN 
The following was the firſt letter of intelligence received in conſequence 
of my letter and advertiſement, ſent to the magiftes in Wales. 
SIX, BT Beauitaris, Oclober 3. 176g. 

I am favoured with yours of the 27th ult. with a copy of Mr. Hewitt's letter and adver. 


tiſement, and find four of the perſons named therein, were here, and were carried before 1 
William Lewis, Eſq; mayor of this corperation; and one of the four produced a tua 4 


and the mayor diſcharged them: they all went from hence the 19th ult, and ſtaid oye night 
there, I cannot hear where they went form thence, but is ſuppoſed they went-to-South Wales. 
I am, Sir, your obedient humble 'ervany,. =» | 

JAMES BRESC O. 


The four perſons names were, Mary Elgar, &c. Anne Jackſon, &c, John Wood, &c.. 
William Anderſon, &c. 1 Res. 


The following is my anſwer. 8 
SIR Coventry, September 25, 1763. 
Having received information that there are four of the gang, advertifed by me, at Beay- 
maris, in Angleſey, I have incloſed ſent you my advertiſement, and warrant for apprehend- 
ing the perſons therein deſcribed, as I have no acquaintance in that country, and know it 
can't be above go miles diſtant ſrom you, I deſite that on the receipt of this letter, you'll 
apply to that gentleman, Mr. Beynon's acquaintance, and defire with Mr. Beynon's compli- 


ments, that he will aſſiſt and direct you in this affair; in caſe of his abſence, you'll then 


apply to Sir Lynch Cotton, or any principal gentleman in your neighbourhood, my warranr 


backed by any juſtice of the peace, will be a ſufficient authority to fecure them till an account 


can be ſentto me. There is a reward of 20l. for taking them allowed by act of parliament, 
and there is five guineas over and above, as you will ſee by my advertiſement: The two wo- 
men are Ann Jackſon, alias Cole, and Mary Elgar, alias Brown, which of the two men is 
along with them, I cannot tell, but that you will ſee by the deſcription ; they were there 
within theſe nine days, and a gentleman apply'd to a juſtice there, who from a! pucil- 
Janimous ſpirit, was affraid of exerciſing his authority; they were waiting there for a boat to 
carry them to the Iſle of Man, and as I am informed, ate not likely to get there ſoon, and 
thinking themſelves fafe, will in all likelihood continue there ſome time: they are at an inn, 
and have two beds in one room. Mr. Lewis, I think that is the juſtices name, who can 
inform you where they are, but that will be eaſily found, as I ſuppoſe there are not many 
inns in the town: in caſe you take them, and ſend me advice thereof, I will give you the 
meeting at Shrewſbury, the expences you are at in apprehending them ſhall be 1mmediately 
paid you, and thereſt on conviction, which with the two women, will amount to 3ol. and 
it may be the ſame for the two men, but as I don't know which of the men it is, J cannot 
juſtly ſay how much it will amount to, but if they are not returns from tranſportation, or 
highway men, you are ſure of 101. at leaſt for them; in caſe they ſhould be gone off to ſea 
before you get there, I will be anſwerable for the horſe-hire and expences of your ,zourney, 
ſo that if you gain no advantage, I'll inſure you being nothing out -of pocktt by it; and I'll 
come down to Wales, to have them brought up immediately. As the taking thefe people 
will be of great ſervice to the country, I doubt not your aſſiduity therein; it wil be of great 
es on your circait;” as welk as 
Your humble ſervant, 


To the Goaler of Ruthin. 5 JOHN HEWI IT 7. 


\ 
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1 Liverpool, September 27, 1763. 

I am favoured with yours of the 23rd currant, with ſundry advertiſements delcribing part 
of a gang of notorious offenders, which you luſpect ſome of them intend for the Iſle of Man, 
I'll make the neceſſary enquiry here after them, and ſend ſome of the advertiſements over to 
the Iſle of Man, but iF they be got there, I am afraid they will eſcape juſtice, I am, Sir, 

| Your moſt humble ſervant, 

| 2 W. GRE GS ON. 

City of Coventry, To all Conſlables, and other peace Officers of the ſaid City and County of the ſame, 

to wit, | 

Theſe are in his majeſty's name to require you upon ſight hereof, to take and bring before 
ne—driome other of his majeſty's juſtices ofthe peace, for the ſaid city and county, the bo- 
dies of George White, Robert Dunce, Joſeph Watſon, Richard Hitchins, Mary Elgar alias 
Brown, Ann Jackſon alias Cole, alias Caſey, alias Matthews, alias Tobin, Betty ' Brown 
alias Wood, Francis Unwin, Edward Cailan, Thomas Anderſon alias Richardſon, alias 
Henderſon, John Wood alias Brown, alias Fall, alias Jones, of whom you ſhall have notice, 
to auſwer to ſuch matters and things as on his majeſty's behalf ſhall be objected againſt them, 
eſpecially on ſuſpicion of divers felonics committed in this city, and for returning from traul- 
ortation before the expiration of their ſentence, aud to be further dealt with according to law. 
And hereof fail not at your peril. Given under my hand and ſeal, this twenty third day of 


September, 1763. 
| be 39% J. HEWLTT T. (Lo.-Si.) 
Honoured S I R, RNS 5 

As Jam in hopes you have ſome feeling for a perſon in my ſituation, you would conſer an 
inlinite obligation upon me, by giving me leave to ſell off my Galloway, as you cannot 
but be ſenhble that before the next aſſize, ſhe will coſt more than her value in keeping: by 
your compliance with this {mall requeſt, you will extremly oblige, Honoured Sir, 

Your humble ſervant, 


. Ta John Hewitt, Eſq; W. SMI T.H. 


Smith's requeſt, and the following by Margaret Wood, were both 
OO LS complied with. 
Worſhipſul SIR, * | | 
Your great character for ſtrict juſtice, and extenſive generoſity, encourages me to ſupplicate 
your worlhip's tender regard for me in my diſtreſs, being confin'd, and deſtitute of any mo- 
ney to ſupply me with the common conveniences of life; I would therefore moſt humbly 
requeſt that you will be pleaſed io grant me the favour of diſpoſing of the things that were 
took from me, which ate my horſe and furniture, three pieces af cotton, and two yards and 
half of thickſet, which done, you will confer a great obligation on me, and do an act wor- 


thy of your great and generous temper. I am, worſhipful Sir, 
| Your worſhip's moſt obliged humble ſervant and ſupplicant, 


To the Worſhipful Mr. Alderman | M. WOODS. 
Hewitt, Coventry, | i 
SIX, Cheſler, October 3, 1763. 


T have committed a man to our goal on Saturday evening, which I believe to be one of 
thoſe you advertiſed; he car's himſelf James Brown, but he anſwers pretty near to the de- 
ſcription you give of White : he came to town on a bay mare, about fourteen hands high, 
a pritty ſhaped thing, a ſmall ſtar in the forchead, on the near foot before a ring bone, which 


makes her very lame when ſhe's cold in the ſable, but be ſays ſhe travels very well: the 
account 
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account he gives of himſelf, is, that he gets his living by attending public meetings, and 


felling handkerchiefs, and other goods; he denies having any goods with him, ſays he has 


been on board a man of war, that he was apprentice to ſea, in a veſſel out of Liverpool ; 


he ſays he has been at ſea four years, and before he went to ſea, he travelled with a licence 
to fell goods, and ſays he is now twenty nine years of age: He declaws himſelf brother to 
Betty Brown, ſays that his mother married John Wood, a butcher, who kept the Horſe and 
Groom ale-houſe at Hapsford, a few miles of Cheſter, and that I# himſelf can butcher 


Pretty well. You will ſee che courſe of his being firſt apprehended, by the incloſed exami- 


nation of Joſeph Duke: he would give no account of himſelf where he had been for the laſt * 
week, (the time he firſt came to my ſhop, till the time he was taken) only that he had been 


at Wolverhampton, at Wallali races, and at Birmingham: He will be advertiſed Srmoug © 
next Gheſter paper, and as I believe he is certainly one of the gang, I ſhall be glad if yo! 


will tranſmit the beſt evidence you can to identify the perſon as loon as you can, and either 
lend it to me, or the town-clerk, and every thing in my power to aſſiſt you in detecting 


ſuch a ſet of villains you may depend on: And Jam with due reſpects, Sir, 


Your very humble ſervant, 7 
To john Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry, RICHARD RICHARDSON. 
The perſon now in cuſtody has a large mark of an old cut, on the back of his right hand. 
SIR, | St. Albans, October 4, 1764. 
My uncle would be obliged to you, to ſend him your opinion whether French of Colney 
ought, or ought not to have his licence; your ſpeedy anſwer will be eſteemed as a great fa- 


vour by my uncle, Matthew Iremonger, for whom I am, 


Your very humble ſervant, 
JOHN IREMONGER STEEN. 


XK, Salop, Oflober 8, 1763. 

I am ordered by the juſtices of the peace for this county, aſſembled in ſeſſions, to inform 
you that there are two men committed to this goal as vagrants, ſuppoſed to belong to the 
Coventry gang, you will ſee them particularly deſcribed in the next London Evening, Ge- 
neral Evening, and Aris's Birmingham, one of them anſwers to the deſcription of Edward 
Callan, advertiſed. by you, and they were in company at our races with ſeveral others, 
one like the countryman, and another with a laced hat, as mentioned in the advertiſe- 
ment, one in black, and his hat bound with black, one row of curls to his wig; the gang 
intend being at Stafford races next week, as I hear: one calls himſelf Smith, and had ſome 
tea with him, the other fays his name is Wild, a ſawyer from Lancaſhire; theſe two gave 
an account of their rambling the country ſince our races, till they were apprehended, with- 


cout any buſineſs, or getting is: and very frequently diſagreed in their accounts, being ſe- 


perately examined. The gentlemen thought proper to communicate theſe particulars to 
you, and to aſſure you of all the aſſiſtance in their power to break this deſperate gang, 
| I am, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, © 
THO. LOXDALE, 
Deputy Clerk of the Peace. 


SIR, Derby, Odlober 13, 1763. 
I have the favour of yours of the ioth inſtant; I have made enquiry of the two tranſ- 


To Alderman Hewitt, Coventry. 


ports you mention, viz. Elizabeth Anderſon, and John Jones; the then goalers wife ſays 


ſhe remembers them both, and could know them now if ſhe was to ſee them: the woman 
ſhe ſays, is middle ſized, with brown hair, but cannot charge her memory with the, crime 
for which ſhe was tranſported, but I have learnt from another perſon, that it was for ſteal- 

, | ing 
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ing clothes, and in particular a black velvet hood; the man is a thick ſhort man, blackiſh 
complexion, and ſpeaks, ſhe thinks, the north country dialect, was tranſported for ſtealing 
coppers, kettles, &c. the place of their birth ſhe cannot tell. The perſon's name who gave 
me this intelligence, is Elizabeth Maricott, and lives in this town.——Elizabeth , Anderſon was 
alſo called by the name of Fendelow. I am, Sir, Your moſt humble ſervant, 
To F. Hewitt, EA; Coventry. JOHN HEATH, Mayor. 


The above wvamed Elizabeth Anderſon, was the ſiſter of Margaret 
Brown, alias Atzderſon, alias Richardſon, the pretended wife of Ogden, 
but the real wife of Thomas Richardſon; John Jones was ſuppoſed to 
be the huſband of Long Peg, alias Margaret Clark, alias Jones. 


' Whereas, the ſeveral perſons who are named and deſcribed in the ſchedule herewith tranſ- 
mitted, and mentioned to ſtand charged of divers felonies committed in Great Britain, are 
apprehended to have made their eſcape to this iſſe, in hopes here to evade the puniſhment due 
to their crimes : in order to detect and bring ſuch offenders to juſtice, you are hereby ſtrictly 
required and commanded to cauſe due publication of the ſaid ſchedule and deſcriptions, to 
be made in the moſt general and effectual manner, and to charge all the good people of this 
iſle to make immediate diſcovery, and information to me, or any of the chief officers, magiſ- 
trates, captains, and commanders of the caſtles and forts, or the deputy ſearchers of this 
iſle, and to give their utmoſt aid, aſſiſtance, and endeavours, ſo that all, or any ſuch perſons, 
who ſhall be ſuſpicious, or anſwer to the ſaid deſcriptions, may be ſent under a proper guard 
to be examined by me, and herein you, or any other perſon whom it may concern, are not 
to fail at your peril. Given at Caſtle Ruſhen, this 21ſt day of October, 176g. - 

Signed, J. WOOD. 


The above 1s the governor of the Ifle of Man's proclamation, iſſued 
on the receipt of my letter and advertiſement, I having intelligence 
from different gentlemen, of part of the gang endeavouring to get over 


to that iſland from Beaumaris, &c. and had the juſtices in Wales acted 


with ſpirit, they might have ſecured ſome of the moſt notorious of the 
gang, who by their intelligence of my perſeverance and purſuit after 
them, had retreated and fled into that part of the kingdom. 
S 1.0; Whuchaven, Oflcber 31, 1763. 
Mr. How acknowledges the receipt of yours, of the 24th of September laſt, with ſome ad- 
vertiſements, which by his order, I tranſmitted to the Iſle of Man; and my correſpondent tells 
me, that on receipt thereof, he applied to the governor, who was pleaſed to iſſue out an or- 
der, a copy of which you have incloſed: That my correſpondent was told yeſterday (his let- 
ter to me is dated the 28th inſtant) that there was a ſtrong ſuſpicion of one of the men being 
in Ramſey, but how it would turn out he could not ſay, but was pretty poſitive if any of the 
perſons deſcribed in the advertiſements were there, they could hardly eſcape: if any thing 
further material, I ſhall acquaint you. Mr. How ſends his compliments, and I am, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
To F. Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. J. WENNINGTON. 
S230 | | Southampion Buildings, Dec. 1, 1763. 
Being informed at Sir John Fieldings that you was in town, I have taken the liberty to 
ſend you the incloſed copy of a letter, and ſhould be glad to have ſome converſation with 
you this aſternoon if convenient, about the affair, and will wait upon you at Mr. Sergeant 
Hewitt's, or ſhall be glad to ſee you at my brother's in Southampton Buildings, which ever 
will be moſt agreable to you, Your very humble ſervant, ROBERT SEAGRAVE. 
| K 2 | 
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The following 1s a copy of the letter. 

„ 5 
Alderman Butter hathcommitted to thegoal of Nottingham, two men on a charge of having 
ſtolen ſome goods out of a ſhop, the one calleth himſelf Henry Pottinger, and ſays he came 
from Newington Butts, where he was born, and ſerved his time to a br 1zier, and hath tra- 
velled as a tinker; the other calleth himſelf George Kemp, and came from the fame place, 
and travels as a pediar, and born at Seven Oaks in Kent, there are thfee women belonging 
to them, one callcih herſelf the wife of Kent, is at Claypole in Leiceſterſhire, and big with 
child ; Pottinger pretends to maintain the gang by his trade in tinkering, 


The above I received from Mr. Seagrave, being in London, 


MY LORD, Coventry, December, 1783. 

{ ſhon!d have applied to your Lordſhip ſooner, but waited till I thought you might be 
the moſt diſengaged ; I have been at very conſiderable expences on account of the criminals I 
apprehended, and who have been executed, as well as thoſe now in cuſtody, and remain to 
be tried: there are in the goal of this city, three of the ſame gang, who are returned tranſports, 
one of their brethren is moved to Oxford, and will there be tried for a robbery ; I have like- 
wiſe committed one other returned tranſport within this month. I have charged this city 
and county, (which is but of ſmall extent) with as much of the expence as in juſtice could be 
done, and the-utmoſt oeconomy hath been purſued to make the expence as eaſy as poſſible, 
as the proſecuting theſe people, and the bringing the neceſſary evidence to appear againſt 
them will be attended with expences, I thought it proper before J proceeded, to beg the ho- 
nor of your lordſhip's inſtructions; the monies I have laid down, is about fixty five guineas, 
and not to ſtate all the trouble I have had, I have at leaſt been five hundred miles upon this 
occaſion: and to give you a proof that no pains have been ſpared for apprehending thoſe, I 
have procured a deſcription of, I ſend a copy of the governor's proclamation for ſecuring 
them, if any ſhould endeavour to ſecure themſelves in the Iſle of Man, where I was informed 
ſome of them had retreated to: I have been obliged to procure lifts from moſt of the towns 
and counties in the kingdom, fince the year 1750, of all perſons that have been tranſported 
to find out from whence theſe people had been tranſported, which hath given me an oppor- 
tunity of diſcovering that many of this gang are now at large; under ſuch circumſtances I 
have been applied to, by magiſtrates from different parts of the kingdom, on account of many 
perſons, that have been committed on ſuſpicion of being a part of the gang of theſe deſpera- 
does, but for want of a certainty of being reimburſed, I could not attend upon the examina- 
tion of them, as I ſhould have willingly done, and the law having made no proviſion for the 
reimburſing of magiſtrates on ſuch ſervices, 1s the chief cauſe why the laws are not carried into 
execution, by doing which, this notorious confederacy of villains might have been brought 
to Juſtice before this time: Sir John Fielding hath been applied to on the ſame account, but 
there are numbers of theſe offenders that his people have 'no opportunity of diſcovering. 1 
beg the favor of having the honor of an auſwer ſrom your lordſhip ; the inquiry I have been 
making aſter theſe people, hath ſuggeſted to me a plan for the rendering the ſecurity of return- 
ed tranſports more precariouz, as well as their conviction leſs troubleſome, as I think would 
be a means to deter moſt from attempting it; and unleſs ſome ſcheme for this * is 
thought of, the tranſporting of ſelons will no longer be a puniſhment. 

To the Rt, Hon. the Earl of Halifax. 

e Mar- Office, December go, 1763. 
Ihave the favor of your letter of the. 27th inſtant, and am very glad to find that the behaviour 
of the troops quartered at Coventry, has been ſo agreable to the inhabitants of that city, from 
whence there is no intention at preſent of removing them. I am, Sir, | 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


| John Hewitt E/; at Coventry, | | | W. ELLIS 


* 


\ 
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Worthy SIR, | f Bou - Slrcet, February 4, 1764. 

At the defire of Sir John, I acquaint you, that a few days ago he committed Richard Hit- 
chins, whom you, as well as he advertiſed, in erder that vou may, if you have ſufficient 
grounds, fend us a warrant againſt him, which Sit John will back and detain him upon, left 
he ſhould eſcape at the Old Bailey, (though he is charged not only with-picking of pockets, 
but burglary too) (ould alſo be glad to know whether you have any charge againſt Mary 
Elgar in Coventry, «s 1 apprehend ſhe will be taken in a few days: we have within a month 
paſt, made the Kio rout among the pickpockets I believe ever was known at one time, 
Eight of the moſt notorious in England (Mary Elgar excepted) are now in cuſtody, they af- 
ſembled in London on account of the royal marriage, aud we had a good guard upon them; 
I riſked my own life with four of my friends, in a houſe where ſeven of them were together, 


and took fix out of the ſ:ven: I am directed to preſent Sir John and Lady Fielding's reſpects, 
| And am, Your moſt humble ſervant, | 


To John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. W. MARS D E N. 


P. S. If you don't think it improper, beg you will ſend a line in my behalf, to Phillip 
Cartaret Webb, Eſq; in Great Queen Street, to pay me the fifteen guineas, which I am really 
out of pocket, relative to Smith, and attending at Coventry, and have never yet received, 


notwithſtanding the certificate from yourfelf, Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Town Clerk. 
Sir John Fielding's compliments to Mr. Hewitt, acquaints him that he has committed 


Mary Elgar, and deſires to ktiow what he has againſt her by the return of the poſt, 
| And is his humble ſervant, 


J. FIELDING: 


* 


SIR. N 1 Durham, February 6, 1764 


The two perſons undermentioned and deſcribed, were lately apprehended in this county, 


. as rogues and vagabonds, and committed to the houſe of correction here, and being brought 


before the court at the laſt quarter ſeffions, and examined there, were remanded to the houſe 
of correction, there to remain until the next ſeſſions, in order to give an opportunity to make 
an enquiry about them, and the juſtices there being apprehenſive that thoſe two perſons are 


a gang of rogues and thieves, whereof a deſcription was lately ſent into this country from 


Coventry: 1 am ordered to ſend a deſcription of their perſons, &c. to you, hoping that there- 
by they may be diſcovered, and in obedience to the juſtices order, I have made bold to 
trouble you with this. | i P . 
If you can conveniently communicate any intelligence, or difcovery of theſe perſons, from 
thoſe deſcriptions, you'll be ſo good as tranſmit the ſame to me, in order to be laid before the 
juſtices, I am ſatisfied in doing this you will greatly oblige the juſtices here, and do an act 
of public good. 1 am, Sir, | 
| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, - — 
| W. HOPPER. 
Stephen Moor ſays he is about 34 years of age, but ſeems a little older, appears to be of a 
healthful conſtitution, ſtrong and round made, about five feet eight inches high, roundiſh 
face, ofa brown complexion, full grey eyes, dark coloured hair, with a light brown cut wig. over 


it, has a ſcar above his right eye much wore out, and another leſs about the middle of his 


forehead likewiſe much wore out, had on when committed, a dark drab coloured coat with a 
ſmall cape, and buttons of the ſame colour, a black everlaſting waiſtcoat much wore, a pair 
of dirty doe ſkin breeches, with White metal buttons, a pair of light grey ribbed ſtockings, 
and a pair of old mourning ſhoe buckles (very bright) on his ſhoes. 


Ann Moor ſays ſhe is a Scotch woman, and wife to the ſaid Stephen Moor, a tall jolly 
"* | woman 


” . 
$ 4 x 


YL 
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woman, of a freſh complexion, round hazle eyes, about gg years of age, had on when com- 
* mitted, a calimanco bed gown, a black petticoat, a black ſilk handkerchief, and a large red 
) | cloak with a hood upon it. | | | 
i They had in their poſſeſſion when apprehended, a ſmall bay galloway gelding, about four- 
| teen hands high, with a woman's hunting ſaddle upon it. Stephen Moor ſays he was born 
at Lansbord, in Ireland, and that the laſt place of his abode was at Stowe, in Staffordſhire 
where he and his wife came to live about a year ago, and where he —_ of their family. 


. Copy of a letter from the late Northumberland goaler's widow to Mr. 
f | Gibſon. | % | 
i SIR, | | Morpeth, February 19, 1764. 
| I received yours, with the names of the priſoners now in cuſtody at Coventry; they went? 
| here by the names of John Fall, Jane Fall, and Margaret Fall wife of John Fall, and one 
William Fall, I can procure one that knew them both before and after they came to goal, and 
that knows all the gang of them, but this perſon is unwilling to take a journey on this occa- 
ſion, without ſome aſſurance of having all charges and expences paid, I am, 
Your humble fervant, 


—_ | DOROTHY CANT, 
| , S I R, Newcaſile, February 21, 1764. 

our letter of the 12th inſtant, relating to the gang of thieves, I received on the 17th, and 
would have anſwered it ſooner, but I found that what you moſt materially wanted, related to 
thoſe of them that were tranſported from Northumberland ; I therefore wrote to the late goal- 
er's widow of that county, for the account you deſired reſpecting the villain you have in 
cuſtody, her anſwer only came to my hands this day, and incloſed you have a copy of it, 
together with a liſt of ſuch tranſports from the town, as our goaler can identify; I am very 
ſorry I cannot make our liſt more complete as to the deſcription of their perſons, I wiſh this 
may prove uſeful to you, and if I can ferve you in any thing further, I beg to be favoured 
with your commands, and am, Sir, 


5 | Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
To John Hewit, Eſq; Coventry. | W. GIBSON. 


SIR. 5 Henley, March 1, 1764. 
Yours I received, but was under ſome doubt what to do in it, Stevens does not live within 
the corporation of Henley, but in the county at large, though in Henley pariſh, and we have 
no county juſtice within leſs than nine miles: however, we have {ent for Stevens and his 
wife into the corporation, and they were ready and willing to enter into a recognizance, and 
proſecute with effect, and I have taken their recognizance before our mayor; he complains 
much of the expences he has been at, and the money he has loſt, having diſabled him to find 4 
money ſufficient to carry on the proſecution ſo effectually as might be wiſhed, I have there- 
fore attempted to raiſe ſomething for him, and hope I ſhall be able to complete it, and am, 

Sir, you moſt humble fervant. | 
To John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. T. NE WEL L, Town-Clerk. 

- ©; | Newcaſlle, March 4, 1764. 
Yours of the 26th ult. I received on the 2nd inſtant; and I have wrote to Mrs. Cant the 
purport of ſo much of your letter as relates to her, and when I receive her anſwer, I will 
tranſmit it to you, and I doubt not but ſhe will readily comply with every thing you deſire: 
I have ſhewn your letter to the goaler of this town, who is alſo willing to comply with your 
requeſt ; ſo that I hope you will be ſupplied with properevidence againſt the aſſizes to convict 


the villains, Incloſed 


/ 


per pannel of them, 
any of thoſe tranſported from Morpeth 1n the yea 
expired in 1759. 

I doubt neither Mrs. Cant t 


SIR, 


/ 
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To Ades man Hewitt, of Coventry. ; | 
Since I concluded, my friend Ord has been with me, and defired I would hint to you, that 
he is deſirous to have his abfence from home rendered as ſhort as poſſizle, being doubtful. 
that his being at Coventry a full week (as you defire) before the aſſizes begin, will be incon- 
venient, and therefore he hopes that if he arrives with you a day or two before the aſſizes, it 
may anſwer the end; though he ſays, if it be neceſſary, and you deſire it, he will be with 
you on the ſixth of April. As I hope to be able to ſend you Mrs. Cant's letter in a“ day or 
o this, till you receive that alſo, ſo that you may an- 


knows all the gang of the Falls, &c. -bu 
tify their perſons. 

Mr. Ord our goaler, always attends the courts with his-priſoners, and therefore can prove 
the paſſing ſentence. When I ſend you Mrs. Cant's further leiter, which I daily expect, you 
will chen be better able to judge which of zthem you would chooſe to attend your aſſizes: I am 
very much of your opinion that the above named Elizabeth Baxter, and Jane Smith are the 
perſons you ſuſpect them to be, for I can hear of none in this town that knew them, or where 
they came from; one of my clerks ſays he remembers ſeeing them in court at their trial, 
and thinks Elizabeth Baxter then appeared to be about 30 years of age, of a 
middle ſtature, and thin. And that 


J 


two, I will not look for your anſwer t 
{wer both at the ſame time. 


— 


C u 


I am, Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, - 
W. GIBSON. 
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Incloſed you have a draft of the record of the inditment, conviction, ſentefice,- and order of 
. tranſportation of Elizabeth Baxter, and Jane Smith alias Robinſon, who were tried and con- 
victed here at Michaelmas ſeſſions, 1761, and ſent from hence, with three other convicts, in Feb. 
1762, to Whitchaven in Cumberland, to be tranſported by the contractors there; when you 
have got it peruſed and ſettled, you'll pleaſe to return it me, (for I have not taken à copy 
of it.] with your mſtruQtions concerning the ſame; and if you want any record of conviction, 
Kc. from Northumber-and, fend me your ditections therein, and I ſhall apply to the clefk of 
the peace of that county ſor the ſame ; But I am afraid he will not be able to ſupply the names 
of the jury, who tried any of the felons there, as I believe at Northumberland ſeſſions, they 
uſually take the jury, as they appear in court When called, without making, or keeping a pro- 
preſume you will not need any record, &c. from Northumberland for 
r 1752, becauſe the term of that tranſportation 


he keeper of Morpeth Goal, nor Mrs; Cant her late huſband's 

ſiſter, who formerly lived with him, and yet lives with her in the ſaid goal, can prove the 

paſſing ſentence of tranſportation upon any of their conyiets, as they did not uſually attend 

| the courts af aſſize or ſeſſions in perſon with their priſoners, but ſent a turnkey for that pur- 
poſe; and perhaps it may be either her preſent turnkey, or ſome former turnkey of that goal, 
which ſhe means by the perſon mentioned in her letter, (whereof I ſent you a copy) that 

t I have no doubt that both ſhe and her ſiſter can iden- 


dark complexion, 
ane Smith then appeared to be about 28 or go years of 
age, of a brown complexion, middle ſtature, ſtrong made, and pitted with the ſmall pox : 
but Mr. Ord, if he ſees them, can know them again with great certainty, tho' they may per- 
haps by this time be ſomewhat altered, 


Newcaſtle, March 7, 1764. 


Laſt night too late to ſave the poſt, I received Mrs. Cant's letter, of which you have a co- 
Py below; when I receive your an{wei to my laſt, and this, I will obſerve your directions, 
both in preparing the record of the conviction of Elizabeth Baxter, and Jane Smith alias Ro- 
binſon, and in procuring from the Northumberland clerk of the peace, the record of any 
other conviction you ſhall defire, and alſo in endeavouring to get Mr. Ord our goaler, and 
Mrs. Cant the late Northumberland goaler's filter, and any other witneſſes you may want in 
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my power to procure, ſet off in good time, to be with you at Coventry at the time you ſhall 


appoint; and you may if you pleaſe give me A hint when you think they ſhould ſet out 


from hence, and I am, Sir, | Your molt obedient ſervant, 
IV. GIBSON. 


Copy of a letter from Mrs. Cant, the preſent keeper of Northumberland 
| goal, to Mr. Gibſon. 3 8 
IX, | E428 Morpeth, March 5, 1764. 

I received the favor of your letter of the grd inſtant, relating to the Coventry gang; I can- 
not ſay any ching further than I wrote in a former letter, ſave that my ſiſter knew the gang 
before they were priſoners in this goal, and every night attended the locking them up when 
in goal, and was in court when they received ſentence: ſo if Mr. Hewitt deſires her to come 
to Coventry, ſhe will, upon being paid. If I can hear of any other perſon that knows them, 


I jhall write to you. Jam, Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


To 7. Hewitt, Eſq; at Coventry, Warwickſhire. DOROTHY CANT. 
I Coventry, March g, 1764. 


Ile follow ing Perſons fiand charged with divers Felonies and Robberies, whoſoever ſecures them, and gives 
; Intelligence to John Hewitt, Ei, Alderman in this City, will be entitled to Five Guineas Reward 


for each Perſon. 

ANDREW JARVAS, alias WILLIAM GREEN, alias GEORGE GREEN, alias STE- 
PHEN NEAL, born at Child's Harcourt, near Newport, in Shropſhire, by trade a buckle- 
maker, and late of Darlington, near Walſall, in Staffordſhire, about five feet one inch high, 
black hair, pale complexion, thin face, a dent or ſcar on his right cheek, and frequently. 
ſhaves the hair off his temples. I „ pt us 

CHRISTOPHER LUPTON, by trade a linen-weaver, a -notorious offender, and now 
connected with the family gang of highway-men, pick-pockets, hoxſe ſtealers, &c. is like- 
wile a luſty man, about 40 years of age, five feet eleven inches high, pale complexion, and 
did very lately wear his own dark lank hair, which he ſometimes puts up and covers with 
a white wig : had on when laſt ſeen, a whitiſh ſurtout coat, a light drab frock under it, 
carried under him a pair of faddle-bags,' with a parcel of ſtays and leather breeches. 

DINAH LUPTON, a woman that travels with the above Chriſtopher Lupton, and pre- 
tends to be his wife, is about twenty three years of age, dark hair, eyes, and cye-brows, and 
of a pale complexion, a tall well looking woman: had on when laſt ſeen, a light coloured 
jacket and petticoat, trimmed with glaſs buttons; a woman's ſaddle ſeated with green ſhag, 
blue ſaddle cloth bound with leather; they both ſpeak the northern dialect: did ſometime 

ago ride two black coach geldings, four years old paſt, fifteen hands high, which they had 
ſtolen, {being noted for that part of their roguiſh profeſſion) one of the horſes is rather light 
bodied, trots badly, and hath a ſmall ſtar on his forchead, and ſome white on boch his 
heels behind ; the other is ſtrong and ſhort legged, a good black, and trois well, he hath a 
white ratch down his face, and ſome on his under lip, two white feet behind, and his off 
fore foot hath ſome white near the heel or hoof, and two ſmall lumps under his belly. 

WILLIAM TURREL, otherwiſe "LORLAND, by trade a worſted-weaver, born at or near 
Kettering in Northamptonſhire, about five feet ten inches high, looks with one eye as if he 
ſquinted, or had ſome defe& in it, white ſandy hair, about forty years of age, hath lately 
lived in this city, and travels about the country hawking ſtockings, &c. but without a li- 
cence: ſtands charged with ſtealing out of the warehoule belonging to John 'Twils, carrier, 
at the Eagle and Child in this city, the following goods: Two pieces of dyed pillows, 24 
yards each, value 228. 6d. the piece. One piece of thicklet, 24 yards, value 348. Five 


pieces of thicklet, 24 yards each, value 335. per piece. Any 


| 
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Any perſon who after this notice ſhall knowingly buy, or conceal any of the ſaid goods, 
and not give notice of the ſame, will be proſecuted as the law directs. Any perſon who 
ſhall apprehend or cauſe to be apprehended the ſaid offender, and give information ofthe - 
ſame to the before mentioned magiſtrate, will on conviction, be intitled to Five Guineas 
reward. * 

Tl following perſons are returned from 4ranſpor lation, ſor the aþprehending of whom Twenty Pounds each 
| | 85 0 will be paid on convidtion. | 

THOMAS ANDERSON, alias RICHARDSON, alias HESLAP; alias HENDERSON, 
a thin litle man, pale complexion, white hair inclining to ſandy, and often puts over 
it a light-grey wig; and has round grey eyes. | 

ANN JACKSON, alias COLE, alias CASEY, alias MATTHEWS, alias TOBIN, a ta! 
luſty woman, {warthy complexion, and grey eyes. 5 

WIELIAM JEFFERIES, is about 32 years of age, by trade a ragman, about five feet ten 
inches high, his left hand and arm withered, and not larger than a child's of five or fix years, 
old, has a gun-ſnot wound in the inſide of the thich part of his thigh, and by conſtant 
diſcharge was much waſted; hath a large mole in his face, ſwarthy complexion, remarkable 
. white teeth, very biack eye-brows, is thinnifh of body, but except his left arm and thigh, 
is raw-boned and ſtrong made, and frequently puts on old tattered and ragged clothes to beg 
in, and by ſhewing his withered arm, endeavours to excite people's compattun, gnes limping. 

JOHN WOOD, alias BROWN, alias FALL, alias JONES, by trade a butcher, did keep 
the Horſe-and-Gr1oom ale-houſe, near to Cheſter; fince which time, he has followed that 
trade amongſt the butchers at Sheffield, and now travels with a licence as a pedlar, by the 
name of John Wood; is a tall, elderly man, {warthy complexion, was father of Margaret | 
Brown, alias Anderſon, the young woman lately executed at this city, and who married the 
ſiſter of Long Peg, executed at the ſame time. | | | 

JANE BAILEY, a tall luſt woman, very much marked with the ſmall pox, long noſe, 
and about 4o years of age. * 2 

ELIZABETH, alias BETTY ALEXANDER, alias SMART, alias RICHARDSON, 
alias BETIY COTTON, a luſty young woman, black hair, a ſnubbed or flat noſe, black 
eyes, about 28 or go ycars of age; hath had a ſcalled or ſcabbed head, the marks of which 
are {till to be ſeen, and that part of it is bald. | | 

ABRAHAM SMITH, a ſtout fellow, about five feet ten inches high, remarkable full 
{aced, black hair, large black eye-brows, and lately went by the name of Abraham Freeman. 

N. B. William Iriſh, Thomas Horner, and Robert Dunce; mentioned in a former adver- 
tiſement, are not yet taken. | 3 

Worthy SIR, | Shrewſbury Goal, March 12, 1764. 

I have the favor of yours dated the 8th inſtant, in anſwer to which, I was in Coventry in 
November laſt, and ſaw Smith and his wife, as well as Margarct Wood; Smith and his 
wife were uſed to come here frequently to ſee Jenny Young, whilſt ſhe was in my cuſtody ; 
Margaret Wood was often here to ſee Jenny Young, before ſhe was confined here herſelf: 
Margaret Wood was acquitted, as] told you beſore, but I never knew either Margaret Wood, 
or Smith and his wife in this, or any other goal, ſave Wood, as before mentioned: as to 
William Smith, that received ſentence of death ſor horſe ſtealing, and aſterwards tranſported, 
was a poor ignorant country fellow, and always lived near the Five Aſhes near the end of 
the Morph, 4rom Bridgnorth : I am very glad I was of ſome ſervice to the community laſt 
ſummer; did I know any thing that could convid any of the priſoners you have in cuſtody, 
or any others, ſhould be ready and willing to do it, and am with due reſpeR, 

| Your molt obedient and humble ſervant to command, 
SAMUEL. WILDING. 
It. 


—— 
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If you have publiſhed any handbills for apprehending any of the family, defire you will 


be ſo good as ſend me ſome, perhaps it will be in my power to be of further uſe; I am obli- 


ged to you ſor trying to take Andrews, whom I have in ſafe cuſtody ; from the firſt time he 
broke out of goal, till kis being brought back, coit me upwards of thirty pounds. 
| c 


I. | Bow Street, March 13, 1764. 

We are now in great doubt of convicting Mary Elgar in London (notorious as ſhe is) 
therefore, if you have any thing to found a warrant upon for any offence in Coventry, pray 
let Sir Jo! in have it by the firſt poſt: and in the mean time think it proper to acquaint you, 
that Norchy, alias Lee, a jew, whoſe teal name is Nathaniel Lee, whom we indicted at our 
laſt ſeſſion, and who is deſcribed i in the incloſed, I have intelligence is either now in, or 
about your city, or will be at the aſſizes, his wiſe {Elizabeth Simons, alias Lee, alias Tay- 
lor) being a relation ofthe woman in your goal. Sir John and lady Fielding beg their com- 
pliments, and hope you have recovered your health, from 

Your moſt obedeient ſervant, 
To Mr. Alderman Hewitt, in 3 W. MARS D EN. 


P. S. Sir John has no frank. 


SIR, Coventry, March 14, 1704. 
Purſuant to the infirufion lent by you to Mr. Serjeant Hewitt, when 
he was on the circuit in July laſt, his brother acted as ſolicitor for the 
King, againſt the part of the criminals who were tried at the aſſizes then 


Holden for Leiceſter and this city; there now remains four of the ſame 


deſperate gang, and who are of the greateſt and oldeſt offenders to be 
now tried, and who are returned tranſports, there is likewiſe another 
returned tranſport ſince committed by me; there is one I hope to con- 
vict for another offence, and thereby ſfavethetreaſurythe reward allowed, 
the others though charged with robberies, cannot be convicted for any 
of them, and muſt eſcape juſtice, if not tried as returned tranſports; 
I have taken the trouble of collecting the neceſſary evidence to convict 
them, and have with reſpect to theſe, as I did on the former occaſion, 
omit employing any attorney, till it was abſolutely neceſſary for the pre- 
paring the briets for the council; the public ſervice was my only mo- 


tive to engage in this laborious undertaking, and having greatly exceed- 


cd what my duty as a magiſtrate obligates me to, in bringing theſe of- 
tenders to juſlic?, it would give me great concern if any of thole I have 
apprehended ſhould eſcape their delerts, and have it in their power to 
rejoin their. ſtill numerous and dangerous gang remaining at large: as 


there is no time to ſpare with reſpect to the . neceſſary preparations 


againſt the aflizes, I muſt beg the favor of you to give ſuch inſtructions 
as are approved of by the lords of the treaſury with reſpect to this 1m- 
portant buſineſs before the circuit begins, and beg the honor of Know- 

| | . ing 
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ing what is done on theſe particulars as ſoon as poſſible, as there are 
ſome evidences that muſt have immediate notice, if they are tried at 


theſe aſſizes. Am your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
To Phillip Gartaret Webb, Eſq; Solicitor to | JPET E-W-E TT: T. 
the Lords of the Treaſury, London. ( | 
S1 | FReeworth, March 17, 1764. 


Jam afraid we can give you but little ſatis faction in anſwer to your enquiries about* Smith 
and his family: as to inyſeif in particular, it is but between two and three years fince I firſt 
came to Kegworth, and I had ſcarce heard of there being any ſuch perſons, till from the 
public talk about them laſt ſummer: Some of the principal people of chis town, attended 
with the two gentlemen which brought me your letter, have been making your enquiries at 
the place where the eldeſt children are boarded, and what they could pick up there, they have 
del ec ine to write down, as being all the intelligence which can be had from hence; and 
which 1 am afraid amounts to nothing fatisfaRorily, except as a direction for other enqui- 
ries indeed the perſons themſelves with whom the children are, have all along ſince the ſirſt 
alarm about the father, been very anxious'to find out where he belongs to, that no burden 
of maintaining the children might be entailed upon them; Smith himſelf would give them no 
account, though they have applied to him ſeveral times for that purpoſe ſince his confine- 
ment; before that time they ſeem not to have troubled themſelves much about it, but ſatisfied with 
the punctual payment of che allowance for the children, looked no further. All the account 
then from this place, 1s, That the firſt time they were taken notice of at Kegworth, was a 
a few days before Michaetmas, in the year 1760, the man, and his wife, and one child, a 
girl, they ſtaid two nights at the houſe, the Woolpack, the goods they then offered to ſale, 
were only ſome few dozens of ſtockings : in the Auguſt following they brought with them 
three children, which they ſaid had been for ſome time at Stone in Staffordſhire, but which 
they now left as boarders at this houſe in Kegworth ; Smith himſelf was not ſeen at Keg- 
worth for a whole vear after that, but his wife aud a ſiſter with her, had been there once or 
twice within that time; this ſiſter had a daughter with them, who was a'terwards an appren- 
tice to a mantua-maker at Burton-upon- i rent, and is ſuppoſed to be there at this preſent 
time: this perſon with whom three of the children are, has often aſked them where they be- 
long to, or come from, but they can give her no latisfaftion as to that point. The eldeſt 
boy 1s at Nottingham, appren.ice to a fione=cutter : 1 wiſh this intelligence may be of any ſer- 
vice, it ſeems to be all that can be had nom hence, I am, Sir, 

Your very humble ſervant, 


To Mr. Alderman Hewitt, Coventry. J. WILL E X. 


May it pleaſe your Worſhip, Sir, fot Burton, March 19, 1764. 
| There is four children leſt here by Mrs. Wood now your priſoner, the eldeſt is about ele- 
ven years old, the ſecond eight, the third betwixt five and ix, and the fourth betwixt three 
and four; the two oldeſt have boarded at Samuel Sumer's at Burton four years and a half, 
and have been viſited by their mother about twice in the year, till her confinement; the two 
younger are boarded at John Nichols, but have not been here ſo long. 

There is one William Derby that keeps the ſign of the Fox and Gooſe, at whoſe houſe 
Margaret Wood lodged about five years fince, her huſband then ill (as reported) of wounds, 
attended by Mr. Thomas Goundrow, an apothecary of Burton; there is more evidences 10 
be collected, but as * all agree to the ſame time, we thought them _ from 
Your obedient humble ſervants, 

. Wen g Overſeers of the Poor. 
XX Sir, 
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Sir, Ve had rather the letter be not expoſed, as it may get us the Ii will of gur neighbours, 
beſides the danger ariſing from the reſt of the gang, whom we arc afraid inhabit hereabout. 


S140; Burton, March 19, 1764. 
On the receipt of yours, I ſent for our officers, and acquainted them with the contents, 
with a requeſt that they would get me the beſt intelligence they could of the ſamily you men- 


tion; and as they have addreſſed themſelves to you by letter, I ſend it juſt as I received it: 


the poſt is juſt ſetting out, ſo can only add, that I believe what they ſay may be relicd on, 


and am, Sir. | Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 
To Alderman Hewitt, in Coventry, Warwickſhire, | . DAWSON 
S IR. | Newcaſlle upon Tyne, April 2, 1764. 


As I have not heard from you ſince the receipt of your letter of the 4th ult. wherein you 
promiſed to write me full inſtructions on the Monday following, I am now doubting with 
myſelf, whether you have not wrote accordingly, and your letter has miſcerried, and ſo you 


may in vain be expecting Mr. Ord, and Mrs. Cant with the record of conviction up at your 


aſſizes, or you have not yet got matters ſo ſettled, as to enable you to write finally; But as 
I canunt determine whether of theſe is the caſe, I will hope it is the latter, and ſo expect to 
hear from you every poſt till the time be paſt; nevertheleſs leſt it ſhould be che former, (as 
there is another Newcaſiie) I thought it not amiſs to give you the trouble of this, that if you 
ſhould be diſappointed by the witneſſes not coming up, you may not be at a loſs for the rea- 


ſon of it. J aw, Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


To John Hewitt, Eſſi at Coventry, Warwickſhire, W. GIBSON, 


The copy of record of the conviction, and order of tranſportation of 
Jane Smith, alias Fall, and others of the Coventry gang, at the ſeſ- 


tions held at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, Northumberland. 
Town and County of the Town BE it remembered, That at the general quarter ſeſſions 

of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, of the peace of our ſovereign lord the king, held in, and 
for the ſaid town and county, at the Guild-hall in the ſaid town, on Wedneſday the ſeventh 
day of October, in the firſt year of the reign of our ſovereign lord George the third, of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, king, defender of the faith, and ſo forth; before the right 
worſhipful Aubone, Eſq; mayor: Edward Collingwood, Eſq; recorder: Cuthbert Smith, 
Eſq; William Clayton, Eſq; and Matthew Bell, Eſq; and others their aſſociates, juſtices of 
our ſaid lord the king, aſſigned to keep the peace of our ſaid lord the king, in the ſaid town 
aud county; and alſo to hear and determine divers felonies, treſpaſſes, and other miſdemeanors 
in the ſaid town and county committed, &c. By the oath of good and lawful men of the 
ſaid town and county, then and there ſworn, and charged to enquire for our ſaid lord 


the king, and the body ofthe ſaid crown and county, it is preſented in manner and form following, 


(that is to ſay) Town and county of the town of Newcaſtleupon Tyne, the jurors for our lord the 
king, preſent, That Elizabeth Baxter, late of the ſaid town and county of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 
widow ; and Jane Smith, otherwiſe called Jane Robinſon, the wife of George Robinſon, late of 
the fame town and county, yeoman: on the fifth day of September, in the firſt year of the 
reign of our ſovereign lord George the third, now king of Great Britain, and ſo forth, with 
force and arms, at the ſaid town of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, wo webbs of Iriſh linen cloth, of 
the value of ten-pence, of goods and chattels of Robert Oliver, of the ſaid town and county, 


chapman, being then and there found, did then and there feloniouſly teal, take, and carry 


away, againſt the peace of our ſaid lord the king, his crown and dignity : Oe 1 
eriffs 
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ſueriffs of the ſaid town and county, are commanded that they omit not upon account of any 
liberty within their bailiwick, but that they cauſe 10 come the ſaid Elizabeth Baxter, 2nd Jane 
Smith, otherwiſe called Jane Robinſon, to anſwer the premiſes; and afterwards, to wit, at ihe 
ſame ſeſſious of thg peace of our ſaid lord the king, held in and for the {aid rown and county, 
at the Guildhell in the ſaid town, on the ſaid Wedneſday, the feventh day of October afore- 


faid: beiore the ſame juſlices of our ſaid lord the king, cometh the aforelaid Elizabeth Bax- 


ter, and Jane Smith, otherwiſe Jane Robinſon, being brought to the bar by 

keeper of the houfe of correQion of the ſaid town and county in their proper perſons, who are 
committed to {heriffs of the ſaid town and county; and they the ſaid 
Elizabeth Baxter, and Jane Smith, otherwiſe Robinſon, having heard the ſaid indictment 


read, ſeverally ſay, that they are not thereof guilty, and of this ſeverally put themſelves upon 


the country; and William Gibſon, Eſq; clerk of the peace for the ſaid town and county, who 
proſecutes for our faid lord the king in this behalf, doth the like: therefore let there come a 
Jury immediately thereupon, before che juſtices of our ſaid lord the king, and others their af- 
fociates, juſiices as aforeſaid, and who are of no affinity, or either of them akin to the ſaid Eli- 
zabeth Baxter, or Jane Smith, otherwiſe Jane Robinſon, or either of them, to recognizance 
upon their oath, whether the ſaid Elizabeth Baxter, and Jane Sinith, otherwiſe Jane Robinſon, or 
either of them be guilty of the felony aforeſaid, or not: and thejurors of the ſaid jury, by the 
ſaid ſheriffs to this matter impannelled, and returned, to wit, Robert Harriſon, John Catcheſide, 
Metthew Davidſon, Thomas Slater, Joſeph Peacock, John Baker, Robert Story, Richard Cham- 
bers, John Wright, Geo. Brumell, William Blenkinſox, and Geo, Sadler, being called, come, 
and who being called, tried, and {worn to ſpeak the truth of, and concerning the premiſes in 
the ſaid indictment above ſpecihed, do ſay upon their oath, that the aforeſaid Elizabeth Bax- 


ter, and Jane Smith, otherwiſe Jane Robinſon, are guilty, and each of them is guilty of the. 


felonious ſlealing, taking, and carrying away the ſaid goods and chattels of the ſaid Robert 


Oliver, in the aforeſaid indictment above ſpecified, to the value of ten-pence: Therefore it is 


conſidered and directed by the court here, that the ſaid Elizabeth Baxter, and Jane Smith, 


otherwiſe called Jane Robinſon, ſhall be ſeverally tranſported (as ſoon as conveniently may 


be) to ſome of his majeſty's colonies and plantations in Ametica, for the ſpace of ſeven vears. 


3 Meucaſlie, April g. 1764. 

As I have heard nothing from you, ſince the receipt of your letter of the 4th ult. Mr. Ord 
and I are much at a loſs to what cauſe to impute your ſilence, we ſometimes perſuade our- 
ſelves that you have wrote, and ſent the final inſtructions which you promiſed, and con- 
ſequently may be expecting the witneſſes to be with you at the time appointed, and that 
your letter has been intercepted or miſcarried; and though I wrote to you to this purpoſe 
on Monday laſt, yet leſt that letter ſhould have been intercepted, I take this opportunity 


| (through the means of one Mr. Ewart, now here as ſervant to a gentleman of Coventry) of 


requeſting the favor of a line from you, mentioning the reaſon of this affair being droped, 
or of your not writing; and if you find that there has been an interception of letters, you 


may pleaſe to direct the letter you write to me in anſwer to this, to Mr. James Ewart, linen. 


draper, at the head of the key ſide, Newcaſtle upon Tyne, though it cannot anſwer any 
other end than that of removing our doubts, but ſhould an anſwer come this day (by expreſs) 
to the letter I wrote you laſt Monday, I think the witneſſes by ſetting out to-morrow, 


(which I could procure) would be with you time enough for your aſſizes. J am, Sir, 


Your moſt humble ſeryant, 


To Alderman Hewitt, Coventry. W. GIBSON. 
| | Having 


4 
1 
} 
” 
j 
( 
| 


a = 


circumiſſances, for reaſons I {hajl have occaſion to mention hereafter. 
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Having obtained every evidence relating to Jane Fall, alias Smith, 
neceſſary to convict her for returning from tranſportation, previous to 
the afſizes, the particulars were laid before the king's council, and up- 


on which there was no doubt of her being convicted; me expence of 


bringing evidence from Newcaſtle, in order for her trial at Coventry, 
determined the council to reſt her fate upon the robbery committed in 
the houſe of Mr. Bayley at Coventry, who had ſworn poſfitively to her 
being one of the perſons concerned in the ſaid robbery: and from every 
circumſtance and evidence given in the ſeveral informations taken before 


me, there did not appear the leaſt doubt of her being one of the parties 


in that robbery on the fair day, though ſhe denied her being in his houſe: 
In her defence upon her trial, ſhe brought a man who kept a public 
houſe at the end of the town, to prove her being in his houſe the morn- 
ing of the day on which the ſaid robbery was committed, and that the 
went out of his houle with a different gown and drels to that Mr. Bayley 
ſwore to her having on when in his houſe, and in company with Du- 
plex, Ogden, and Margaret Brown; and the withed it to be underſtood 


that ſhe was in the company of Margaret Clark, alias Long Peg, Patrick 


KRief, and her huſband, when they picked the pocket of farmer Birbury 


in the High Street, (Birbury being dead, there was no danger in the 


Jetting up ſuch defence, ) for the better information with reſpect to 


theſe particulars, I refer my readers to her trials at large, which here- 
after followeth. 


Birbury's pocket was picked about the time, or a few minutes before 


the robbery was committed in the houſe of Mr. Bayley, at the time the 
proceſſion was ſetting out, and coming into the High ſtreet, the robbery 
at Mr. Bayley's was before the proceſſion had got round, and paſſed the 
Croſs-cheaping; it was ſuſpected that Mr. Bayley's houſe being in the 
center of the fair, was the place of general rendevous fixed on for the 
day, and that moſt of the gang had been in and out of the houſe during 
the time of the proceſſion, and if Jane Smith was at the picking Mr. 
Birbury's pocket, two or three minutes would carry her into Mr. Bay- 
ley's; the proceſſion could not get round their circuit to the croſs, in 
leſs than a quarter of an hour: I have been more particular on theſe 
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>. The TRIAL of 


Jane Smith, otherwiſe Fall, otherwiſe Burnett, 


For being concerned with John Phillips, alias Duplex, William Ogden, 
alias Palliſter, and Margaret Brown, alias Richardſon, alias Anderſon, 
alias Anderton, (lately executed) in a Felony and Robbery 1 in the 
Houſe of John Bayley, of Coventry, Innkeeper. 


Tue above Perſon is one of a very numerous gang of thieves, who from ſome 
of the principals of them being apprehended at | Coventry, are known by the 
name of the Coventry Gang. The preſent robbery, as it came out by the wit- 
neſſes at the laſt Aſſizes, in the trials of Ogden, Duplex, and Brown, with other 
circum/lances which particularly relate to the priſoner, will be proved by the _e 
lowmg witneſſes. 

Mr. Bayley the Proſecutor ſworn. 

HAT on Friday, the gd of June laſt, (being the fair,) the priſoner, 
with Duplex, Ogden, and Brown, came to his houſe, (the Caſtle inn, in 
Coventry) where they ſtayed in a lower room for ſome little time, and 
then went up ſtairs into a chamber, in which was a bureau, wherein the 
proſecutor keeps his money, and in which he then had near 200l. This 
chamber is a private room, and not uſed for company, nor was it known 
that the priſoner, and the other perſons ſince executed, were gone into 
it, till Duplex at the ſtair's head called to a boy who then lived with the 

proſecutor, to bring up a pint of wine; when the boy brought the wine, 
Duplex ſtood at the ſtair's head to receive it, and fo prevented him from 
going with it into the chamber where the preſent priſoner, with the 
other perſons then were: the proſecutor recollecting ' his money in the 

bureau, and he and his wife judging it ſafer during the hurry of the fair, 
to keep it in the bar, (where one of them always was) ſhe gave him the 
key of the bureau, in order-to remove the money; the proſecutor im- 
mediately went up ftairs for that purpoſe, not knowing that any body 
was then in the room, upon coming up to the room, he obſerved the 
door to be ſhut, but it not being faſtened, he opened it, when he ſaw 
Duplex, Ogden, Brown and the priſoner, who all inſtantly ſtarted up, 
ſeemingly in great ſurprize; and Duplex immediately ſeized and held 
him: the proſecutor immediately obſerved his bureau had been opened, 
SF - 8 
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(though the lid of it was put too again,) and cried out, What do you 
mean, I doubt you have robbed me, but nobody made any anſwer, and 
the oriſoner, with Ogden, and Brown, ran out of the hom, and down 
fairs as faſt as the could, and got away; Duplex ho!ding the proſecutor 
to prevent his purſuing them: ſoon after they were gone, Duplex after 
ſome ſtrugling, got looſe, and ran away, but being purſued by the pro- 
fecutor and others, he was ſtopped in the ſtreet and ſecured. The pro- 
ſecutor then ſearched his bureau, and found it had been opened by a 
falle key, or picklock, and immediately miſſed his money, (amounting 
within a ſew ſhillings to 2001.) two filver falts, and ſeven large ſilver 
ſpoons: that the money conſiſted of guincas and half guineas, except 
one 368. piece, and ſome ſhillings; that he had about half an hour be- 
fore he went up ſtairs, locked up his bureau, and then ſaw his money 
ſafe there, and delivered the key to his wife, who kept it till ſhe gave 
it back to her huſband in order to remove his money; that upon mak- 
ing enquiry about the priſoner, and the two other perſons who had el- 
caped, he was informed that a man and a woman had gone off imme- 
diately after the robbery, in a great hurry from the Crane, (a public 
houſe juſt without the town) as if towards Leiceſter; that he then with 
Mr. James Jackſon, and one Nichols purſued them, and overtook them 
in a chaiſe about a quarter of a mile from Leiceſter, that on coming 
up with them, they proved to be Ogden and Brown, (lately executed ;) 
that Mr. Brown of Hinckley joined in the purſuit, and coming up with 
the chaiſe, and was put into it for the better fecurity of thele People ; ; 
that Ogden and Brown were then brought back to the red cow, a public 
houſe about five miles on this fide Leiceſter, and on being 2 
187l. 188. (conliſting of guineas and half guineas, and a ſmall : quantity 
of lilver,) were ſound upon Ogden, and two pair of thoe Duckies, the 
one of lolid lilver, and the other plated with ſilver, were found in a pair 
of bags in the chaiſe, which Ogden ſaid were his bags; that the ſhoe 
buckles are the proſecutor's property, one pair of which, namely, the 
ſilver ones, he knew not only by the make and. faſhion of them, but by 
the letters R. T. engraved at two of the corners of each of the buckles, 
and the other pair, namely, the ſilver plated, he knew to be his both 
by the make and faſhion of them, and by one of them having been 


broke and mended: that he did not at firſt miſs the buckles, but knows 


they were with his caſh and plate, locked up in his bureau: that there 


were at the ſame time found upon Brown, two ſilver ſalts, and one large 
ſilver 


A 
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ſilver ſpoon, each marked I. E. B. which are the proſecutor's property, 
and a part of the plate he loſt out of his bureau; that a great number 


of falſe keys auß any were found ape Om and. Brown when 


taken. 78 4 
3 Techn Sworn. 


Gave an account of the purſuit and taking of Ogden and Brown, ond | 


the ſearching and finding upon Ogden 1871::18s. in money, and in his 
bags the buckles the proſecutor depoles to,..and )the ſearching and find- 
ing upon Brown, one of the ſpoons; and the ſalts, which the proſecu- 

tor 2 2 depoles to; that he ſaid to Ogden upon apprehending him, 
that he was come from Coventry to fetch back Mr. Bayley's money, on 
which Ogden ſaid he had not been at Coventry a 'long time; that this 
witnels then told him there Was a luſty man in a blue coat in cuſtody at 
Coventry, (meaning Duplex, but whoſe name this witneſs did not then 
know) and he had lent him for it; Ogden then ſaid, What, is he in 
cuſtody? This witnels replied he was, on which Ogden ſaid, he might 


then as well go back. 'I hat the next day aſter the laſt Coventry aſſizes, 


hearing that the preſent priſoner Was then at Mother Red Cap's, a pub- 


lic houſe between Coleſhill and Lichfield, he went there, and appre- 


hended her; and at Coleſhill, as he was bringing her back to Coventry, ſhe 
defired ihe might change the gown ſhe then had on, which was a purple 
and white one, and put on another gown, which as ſhe ſaid, was the 
ſame the had on at Coventry fair; that ſhe.accordingly_ did. change her 


gown, and put a black one on: ſays that he was preſent when the pro- 


ſecucor firſt faw her, aſter her being brought to Coventry, and that the 
proſecutor ſeemed immediately to know her, and was poſſitive as to 
her perſon, but {aid that when ſhe was at his houſe, ſhe had on another 
gown, (which he deſcribed, and which agreed exactly with the gown 
which the priſoner had ſhiſted at Coleſhill) and not that which ſhe then 
appeared in; that the other gown was then produced to him, which he 
ſaid was the ſame gown ſhe wore when. he ſaw her at his. houſe; that 
nobody ever acquainted the proſecutor with the circumſtance of the 
riſoner's Changing her gown, as this witneſs knows of, or believes, nor 
was it at all. thought material, till he himſelf took notice of, the diffe- 
rence between one gown and the other. 
John Brown, Sworn. 
Proved the appr ehending Ogden and Brown. in the manner related 
by Mr. Jackſon, and the ſearch and very conſiderable offers being made 


to him by Ogden to let him eſcape. Rober 
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Robert Acomey, (a Comflable at Leicefler,) Sworn: 

Proved that upon a ſearch at the houſe of John Smith, otherwiſe . 
Douglaſs, (one oi this gang, lately executed: at Leiceſten) he found fix 
large ſilver ſpoons, concealed in a ſtable there.—Produces theſe 
unaltered. | 
Hannah Choice, (Servant to John Douglaſs,) Sworn. * 
Proved the priſoner's coming to Douglaſs's houſe at Leiceſter, on Sa- 
turday, the day after Coventry fair, and ſtaid there till the Monday 
following, when ſhe went away, but where ſhe went, this witneſs doth 
not know. 

Sarah Richdale, (a very unwilling Witneſs, and fubpoſed to be acquainted with 
all the Gang, who uſed her Houſe,) Sworn. 

Proved the priſoner's being at Kegworth in Leiceſterſhire, the Monday 
after Coventry fair, and there paying her 41. 10s. for the board 
of her children, and then ſhe there paid ſeveral ſmall bills, for clothes 
for her children. 

Hardy, Sworn. 

Proved the priſoner” s being at Kegworth, as above, and that ſhe then 
paid her between three and four Senn for one of her children's 
board. 

Note. Of Mr. Bayley's money, abous 141. or 131. was never heard of 
again, and it is with great probability ſuppoſed that the priſoner had it, 
and that er enabled Her to pay off her omar 8 board, &C. at Oy: 
worth. | | 

| Mr. Jackſon called again. 

Proves the priſoner's declaring before Mr. Alderman Hewitt, that ſhe 
was at Douglaſs's houſe at Leiceſter, the day after Coventry fair, and that 
- ſhe went from thence on the Monday following to Kegworth. 

Note. The priſoner being one of the four at the proſecutor's houſe on 
the fair day, and being the next day at Douglaſs's at Leiceſter, appeared 

very material circumſtances to prove that the ſpoons found there, were 
brought by her, eſpecially as the three other criminals were all appre- 
hended at Coventry, and on the road to Leiceſter, and as only one of 
the ſeven ſpoons ſtolen from the proſecutor was found upon them. 

Mr. Bayley called again. 

Proved that the ſix large ſilver ſpoons now produced to be his pro- 


perty, and to be the lame that was ſlolen out of his bureau, at the time 
| | that 
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that the priſoner with Phillips, Ogden, and Brown, were in the cham- 
ber where it ſtood; the ſpoons were marked with the initial letters of 
his and his wife's name, namely, I. E. B. It is very certain as to the 
perſon of the erer, and her being one of the four; ſays that upon 
his firſt ſeeing her when before Mr. Alderman Hewitt, after her being 
apprehended, he knew her perfectly well, though ſhe then appeared in 
a different gown from what ſhe had on when at his houſe, and that he 
then took notice of this alteration in her gown, and defcribed the other, 
which afterwards appeared to be the ſame ſhe had changed at Coleſhill. 
5 Mrs. Bayley, (Proſecutor's Wife.) | . 
Remembered ſecing Duplex on the laſt Coventry great fair, runnin 
down ſtairs, and her huſband after him; remembers her huſband about 


half an hour before this, delivering her the key of his bureau, and his 


telling her that he had locked it, and his having the key again to re- 
move his money into the bar, and the _— of the bureau being robbed 
very loon after, | 

Henry Gough, on ; Oath depoſed. 

That he was a helper at the proſecutor's during the fair, and remem- 
bers Duplex and Brown walking about the proſecutor's yard, and ſee- 
ing Duplex ſoon after running down ſtairs, and through the yard, and 
the proſecutor after him; that this witnels followed, and they took 
him in the flreet. 

Mr. John Simpſon, and his Servant Ann Nailer, depoſed on Oath. 


Mr. Simpſon keeps the Crane inn, the houſe that Ogden and Brown 


put their horſes up at, when they came to the fair. Ann Nailer ſpeaks 
to Ogden coming in with Brown, and ſome other perſon ; and Ogden's 
going off ſuddenly, and in a great hurry, that Brown alſo diſappeared 
at the ſame time. Mr. Simpſon ſpeaks to Ogden's impatience for ano- 
ther perſon's coming up, (ſuppoſed to be Duplex) and whole horſe he 
ordered to be ſaddled; both ſay, that ſoon after Ogden was gone, they 
heard of Mr. Bayley's SY) and told the putſuers which w ay they 
thought he was gone. 

The evidence for the crown being gone through, the priſoner was 
called upon to make her defence. She denied ever being in the houſe 
of Mr. Bayley, or having on the gown he Iwore to that day, and called 
the evidence I haye already mentioned. 

The judge after ſumming up the evidence bak for and again the 
priſoner, and repeating it with great precifion, left it to the jury upon 
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the evidence they had heard to form their opinion, and return their ver- 
dict upon, which they did in a very ſhort time, finding her guilty of the 
indictment, and the judge paſſed ſentence upon her; but von her plead- 
ing her pregnancy, and a jury of matrons being ſuthmoned, who re- 
turned a verdict in her favor, the execution of the ſentence was reſpited. 

I ſhall now leave her under theſe circumſtances, and only give the 


contents of two letters that relates to this unhappy woman, and proceed 


to the ſteps I next took for the conviction of William Fall, alias Smith, 
her hutband. 


MY LORD, | ' Coventry, 

I doubt not your lordſhip hath been acquainted with the conviction 
of Jane Smith, alias Fall, at the laſt aſſizes held at this city, for a rob- 
bery of 200l. and upwards, on the laſt great fair day, in 15933 ſhe is 
reprieved, having pleaded pregnancy: I thought it my duty to inform 
your lordſhip of theſe particulars, and the character and account that I 
have received relating to her conduct in life; ſhe hath been twice tranſ- 
ported, and returned before the expiration of her ſentence for which 
ſhe was for her repeated crimes tranſported for; ſhe hath by the art 
and cunning ſhe was educated in, long and fo repeatedly eſcaped the 
puniſhment ſhe merited for her crimes, by the laws of her country; there 
are few towns in this kingdom that have not experienced her abilities in 
being a principal in ſome capital robbery, and but few county priſons 


ſhe hath not been conſined in; ſhe was tried for the above robbery, 


there not being any doubt of her guilt, and thereby ſaved the treaſury 
the reward that might have been claimed for the apprehending her as a 
returned tranſport: the principal motive in troubling your lordſhip 
with theſe particulars, and I doubt not your: lordſhip will admit very 
important, and worthy, of his majeſty's notice, is the number of infant 
children belonging to this gang, and who will certainly be brought up 
in the wicked and abandoned principals. of their parents, unleſs im- 
mediate care be taken of them; whillt I have been writing theſe. parti- 
culars, intending to have pointed out a ſcheme for the rendering theſe 
children uſeful members of, ſociety, to ſlave them from deſtruction, and 
an ignominious courle, of lile, Sir John Danvers, baronet, of Leiceſter- 
(hire, came to me, with captain Giles Phillips, of Ipſwich, on this, very. 
ſubject, Mr. Giles having got a grant of ten thouland acres, in Weſt 
Florida, will take over thelc unfortunate children with him, to wp new 

ettle- 
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ſettlement; there are about twelve within thirty miles of Coventry, four 
in the neighhourhood of Sir John. Danvers, and who are left on the coun- 
try without Tgport; Jane Smith, alias fall, under condemnation, wife 
of William Fall, who 1s to be tried the next aſſize, are the father and 
mother of four of them, and both of them refuſes to give any account 


of the place of their birth, or the place of their legal ſettlement; and in- 


deed it is not to be expected, as from their own acknowledgments, few, 


or none of their infamous gang (ever many) but change wives occaſion- 


ally, and from the moſt of the informations I have taken, and upon 
which I could rely, moſt of theſe children were born in goals, either in 
England or Ireland, one or two of the eldeſt boys have been tranſported 
and returned, (ſee the letters and informations found on the gang, page 
126.) ſhall not trouble your lordſhip farther, than beg leave to add, that 
whatever plan your lordſhip directs, that ſhall be carried into immediate 
execution, by, my lord, | 
Your lord{hip's moſt obedient, and moſt humble ſervant, 
To the Rt. Hon. Earl of Hallifax, London. „ THABEE WITT: 


At this time IT had the misfortune to be ſeized with a nervous, or {low 
ſever, brought on in conſequence of the unremitting pains, and the fa- 


tigue I had undergone for twelve months and upwards, in the purſuit 


of this buſineſs, not only with reſpect to this gang but ſeveral others; 


the circulating of my letters and advertiſements brought on a general 


and extenſive correſpondence, attended with the continual ' expence of 
poſt letters, from the clerks of the peace, magiſtrates, and principal gen- 
tlemen of every country, both South Britain and Wales, all which I an- 
ſwered; aſter dilcharging my obligations by enquiries and returns to 
them due for their ready attention to my letters of requeſt and hand- 
bills, of which the liſt of tranſpors, and copies of letters incerted in this 
publication, are cvincing proofs of. For the recovery of my health I 
was adviſed to take a journey to Buxton, not only for receiving bene- 
lit from the air and waters, but the retiring from buſineſs, and a reſpite 
from continual labour and ſtudy; having previoully taken every ſtep 
neceſſary for the ſecurity and proſecuting the remains of the gang that 


had not taken their trials, I took the advice of my phyfician. Having 


continued at Buxton as long as my allairs at home, and the approach 


of the aſſizes admitted of, I returned to Coventry; and re-allumed the 


conſiderations with reſpect to the trial of Fall, alias Smith, and wrote 
the letter that followeth to the ſolicitor of the trealury, in which my ſen- 
Liments are fltated, and to which I refer my readers. 1 
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SIR, Coventry, July 13, 1764. 

I muſt beg leave to trouble you with the incloſed account of monies 
laid down by me, in the proſecuting and bringing to juſtiee the danger- 
ous gang of thieves that have been apprehended, and AM ured by my di- 
recticns and warrants, which I muſt beg the favour of you to lay before 
the Right Hon. the Lords of the Treaſury, whom I doubt not will ap- 
prove the ſervices the country have received from me in this particular, 
and will order the payment of the ſame, as I have been twelve months 
out of the monies already. I have incloſed ſome papers to ſatisfy their 
lordſhips of the trouble and pains I have been at on this occaſion. 

At the laſt aſſize I entered into recognizance, to proſecute for the king 
at the next aſſize, to be held for the county of Northumberland, Wil- 
Lam Smith, alias Fall, and Margarate Wood, alias Fall, for returning from 
traſportation before the expiration of their ſentence. - There hath been 
lome propoſal ſor altering the habeas, and trying them at Leiceſter. As 
it may riſque their being convicted, and as they were tranſported from 
Northumberland, I think that the 3 proper place to try them, and 
am ſure the expence will be very little difference if any. I have myſelf 
already prepared the evidence for trying them at Northumberland, a- 
greable to the recognizance I entered into. There is no occaſion but 
for one evidence to go from here to prove their being at large, but if 
tried at Leiceſter mult bring three people up, at leaſt, from Morpeth. 
Mr. Serjeant Hewitt agreed with me in this particular: And I diſapprove 
of the trying them any where but at Northumberland, where they are 
and have been for many years perſonnally known to the. terror of that 
country. And am, Sir, your moſt humble 
o Phillih Carteret Webb, Eſq; Secretary} and moſt obedient ſervant, 
to the Rt. Hon. the Lords of the Treaſury. JOHN HEWITT. 


The ſolicitor employed in the country contrary to my opinion, per- 
lied in the altering the habeas, and removing Fall to Leiceſter, and 
truſting to the promiſes of the goalerels's daughter, &c. appearing there, 
agreable to the letters I have already given. (See page 184, 185, and 186.) 
I wrote an anſwer to the letter dated April 2, from Newcaſtle, page 190, 
to deſire Mr. Gibſon to take care of Mrs. Cant, and Mr. Ord, that they 
might have no pretence, or excule for not coming to Leiceſter, and to 
provide them with caſh, &c. neceſſary to diſcharge their expences on the 
road; ſor the iſſuc of this buſineſs, I muſt refer my readers to the caſe of 
William Fall, which is | 


* 
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„ e Coventry, 1764. 
Some time ſince I ſent you an account of monies I had laid down, 
on account x neceflary expences for the bringing a gang of people, by 
me detected and Scured, to public juſtice; and at the fame time men- 
tioned my reaſons for objecting againſt the removal of Smith, alias Fall, 
a returned tranſport, and others to Leiceſter, contrary to the order of 
aſhze; the conſequences of ſuch removal, have fully juſtified what Lat 
that time wrote to you; he was removed to Leiceſter, and had been 
turned looſe on the public, if I had not attended at the aſſizes. The 
evidence in defiance of the authority by which ſhe was ſubpoened, not 
appearing, (and for which contempt I hope ſhe will be proſecuted 1n- 
terrorem) Mr. Joſeph Hewitt, who acted as ſolicitor, I doubt not hath 
informed you of the conſequence, and the removing Smith, alias Fall, 
to Newcaſtle to take his trial, and which was done with the approbation 
of Lord Chief Baron Parker, and Mr. Juſlice Chve, upon my under- 
taking to attend the proſecuting him; though there was only two days 
for the conveying the priſoner there, before the aſſizes begun: I ſhall 
beg leave to trouble you with a few particulars of the ſucceſs of my un- 
dertaking, that after all the efforts and attempts made uſe of by the pri- 
ſoner and his gang, to prevent his being brought to juſtice; their con- 
veying away the people who might be called to appear againſt him, 


threatning, and intimidating them with the indangering of their lives 


and properties if they ſhould dare to give evidence againſt him; I reco- 
vered, and brought back the moſt material witneſſes, and the bill was 
found againſt him by the grand jury, and being ſet at the bar, and the 
king's counſel prepared for trying him, the priſoner made one effort 


more to gain time, and got his trial put off till the next allizes. The 


ſchemes formed to keep this offender from puniſhment, fully prove his 
importance to the gang, and the greater ſervice done the public, in the 
bringing him to juſtice, of which the nobility and gentlemen inthe coun- 
ty of Northumberland were fo fully ſatisfied of, remembering the terror 
this very fellow and his family had been to their country: that at their 
meeting, Sir Thomas Clavering was requeſted by them, and by the gen- 


tlemen of the grand jury, to return me the thanks of the county, and 


of the gentlemen of the grand jury, for my ſervices; the members and 


corporation of Newcaſtle, ſhewed me the ſame reſpect: I mention theſe 


' particulars to you, that the lords of the treaſury may be ſatisfied that 


the expence occaſioned by thele proſecutions, when conſidered with the 
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public ſervice, and the ſenſe the country in general hath of the delive- 
rance from ſuch a dangerous ſet of villains, hath not been u-.necellarily 


expended, or improperly applied, and that it is a very 7: Aſonable re- 
queſt (after ſo much pains and hazard, a conſidera ble cem out of pocket 


for more than twelve months, beſides the time I have ſpent) that I 


ſhould be pert; and am your moſt humble ſervant. 
JOHN HEWITT. 


No part of the expence of this laſt affair, is in the bill I ſent you before. 


To Phillip Cartaret Webb, Ejq ; 
Upon my return from Newcaſtle, I immediately wrote to Mr. Webb, 


and deſired the favor of him to lay the following particulars before the 


lords of the treaſury, and again to remind them of my bill of expences, 
and likewiſe to the Earl of Halifax, one of his majeſty 8 ſecretaries of 


ſtate. 


The Caſe of William Fall, alias Smith. 


He was apprehended in June, 176g, it being Coventry great fair day, with fourteen others 
of a deſperate gang of villains, who were all returned from tranſportation, except one: fiſ- 
teen more of the ſame confederacy made theireſcape on that day ſiom Coventry, after having 
commuted ſeveral robberies there; from theſe perſons being apprehended and ſecured in this 


city, and by me committed, they have ſince been called the Coventry Garg, though intire 


ſtrangers there. Amongſt thoſe committed was Jane Fall, the wife of the above William Fall; 

Margaret Fall the ſiſter; and the wife of one Robert Clark, called Long Peg: the two laft 
perſons were concerned with the ſaid William Fall, in robbing a man that day of eight gui— 
neas, and for which offence the ſaid William Fall, and the laſt two women would have been 
tried, but the proſecutor dying, prevented it. And he, with others of the ſaid gang, being 
charged with returning from tranſportation ; ſuch of them as could not be tried for other 
fas, were tried for that offence : but it being neceſſary that William Fall ſhould be removed 
to Leiceſter, where he had firſt Leen (cen at large; or to Northumberland, from waence he 
was tranſported : as this man had been at the head of a deſperate gang of villains, and who 
had been ſuch a terror to the northern counties about fourteen years fince, I thought it of 
moment the making an example in that country, of the head of the gang, where he formerly 
had committed ſo many robberies, and as ! know at this time, near one hundred of theſe 


 Celperadoes, ate diſperled in parties in the ſeveral northern counties. In conſequence of the 
| pains I have taken at the expence of my own private fortune, (without being reumburſed one 


fix- pence) a conſiderable number of theſe people have been brought to juſtice; and I entered 
into recognizance to proſecute Fall, alias Smith, at the next aſſizes for the county of Nor- 
thumberland, which, as the afizes are held there but once a year, could not move him till 
July 1764: ln the mean time I took the neceſſary ſteps for procuring perſons to prove the 


icdlentity of his perſon, and accordingly applied to the clerk of the peace of the town of New- 


caſtle, and the clerk of the peace for the county of Northumberland ; both of whom were 
paid for their ſervices on this account: the anſwers returned from ther were, that the late 


goaler's widow was goalerels of Morpeth, and that ſhe would take care of a perſon to prove 


tne identity of Fall, and who knew all the family gang; ſoon after this, a copy of a leiter 
from 
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from Mrs, Cant, the goalereſs, was tranſmitted to me by Mr. Gibſon, town clerk of New- 
caltle: the contents of Mrs. Cant's letter were, that her ſiſter-in-law, Elizabeth Cant, the late 
goaler's filter IJ the ſaid William Fall, and ſhe would be ready to prove the indentity of 
his perſon, when BR1ght to trial: the ſame anſwer I received ſome time after from Mr. Cuth- 
bertlon, clerk of the pee for the county; this being the whole of the evidence wanted, hav- 
ing a perſon in Leicefter to prove his being at large. The ſolicitor for the king took up the 
__ whole direction of the affair from this time, and, contrary to my advice, inftead of moving 
him to Northumberland to be tried, moved him to Leiceſter, having ſubpœned Elizabeth 
Cant, and given Mr, Cuthbertſon of Newcaſtle, orders to ſupply} ber with caſh, and tender 
her a ſuſliciency for her expences, with aſſurances of her being bandſomely rewarded for her 
attendance at Leiceſter aſſizes; all which was done, and Fall moved to Leiceſter, counſel 
retained, and the ſolicitor for the king attended with all the other evidence, except that of 
Cant from Morpeth, who was to prove the identity of his perſon ; ſhe not appearing, rhe 
the judges would have diſcharged him, had it not been for repreſentations laid before them 
by me, of the bad conſequences of ſetting at liberty this dangerous man, the unadviſedly 
moving him to Leiceſter, contrary to the recognizance I entered into, with the great proba- 
bility of the gang having bought off Cant: Theſe confiderations, and the knowledge they had 
of theſe dangerous people, many of whom had been tried before them, determined their lord- 
{hips to ſign a habeas for his removal, upon my engaging to attend the proſecution of him at 
Newcaſtle, that ſame aſſizes, which were to begin in two days after, to prevent the pub- 
lic's beiug again alarmed at the captain of the muſt dangerous gang of villains this country 
was ever infeſted by, and to prevent my endeavours, which had been already ſo ſucceſsful 
in reducing, and apprehending ſo great a number of them, being rendered almoſt uſeleſs : 
And tho' 1 was then in a very bad ſtate of health, and a very large ſum out of my pocket, 
and without any certainty who would repay me, I immediately complied with their lordſhips 
propoſals, Fall was ſent off the next morning. (being Friday) he, and the evidences were at 
Newcaſtle on Saturday night; and myſelf and the ſolicitor's clerk the next day, immediately 
waited on the clerk of the peace, to know the caule of Cant, the evidence, not appearing 
at Leiceſter; who gave for anſwer, that he had done all in his power, but to no purpoſe. 
and there is reaſon to believe ſhe was bribed: and from the attempts that were made there 
to ſecrete the perſons who were capable of giviug evidence for the king, and their being in- 
timidated, and ſent out of the way, to a diſtance, for fear of having their barns and houſes 
burnt, and their cattle deſtroyed ; and whom I myſelf, though a ſtranger in the country, 
was obliged to ſend expreſſes to bring. back, is well known to the juſtices of the county, as 
well as to Sir Walter Blacket, and the corporation of Newcaſtle, and every evidence that ap- 
peared, was found out, and brought to Newcaſtle, was by my aſſiſtance there. The public 
thanks of the county were given me, at the deſire of the gentlemen of the grand jury, by Sir 
Thomas Claveripg, their foreman, for the ſervice I had done the country, in having brought to 
juſtice ſo many of this dangerous gang of villains, and likewile for the pains I had taken 
on account of this dangerous offender, againſt whom they had, on full, clear, and fatisfac< 
tory evidence, found a bill of indictment, for returning ſrom tranſportation. When arraigned 
at the bar, he moved by counſel to put off his trial till the laſt aſſizes, on account of this © 
{udden and unexpected removal from Leiceſter, this, upon his own affidavit of having mate- 
rial evidence to produce, who had not time to come to Newcaſtle ; the judge complied with, 
but not one of the people named by Fall. appeared in his favour the next aſſizes. It was by the 
greateſt accident I obtained the knowledge of the evidences, who appeared before the grand 
jury, to prove the identity of his perſon; at the time 1 was diſpairing of convicting him, being 
in diſcourſe. with a gentleman in the ſtrect, talking pretty loud on the infamous behaviour of 
| Elizabeth. 
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Elizabeth Cant, when a perſon who was a ſtranger paſſing us, as I was ſpeaking loudly on 
the goalereſs's conduct. he turned, apologizing for intruding on us, and aſked ii I was not 
Alderman Hewitt of Coventry? upon anſwering in the affirmative, he ſaid he believed he 
could give me a little intelligence that might be uſeful; and upon my rJueſting the parti. 
eulars, he ſaid he had been to a barber's ſhop no great diftance, Wed a perſon from the 
country came in to be ſhaved, and ſaid he had been to the priſon, to ſee the priſoners, and 
was much ſurprized to ſee William Fall, who was tranſported from Morpeth; that Betty 
Cant was by, in the priſon,. and ſaid ſhe did not ſee the leaſt alteration in him, but a little 
fatter: I immediately deſired my friend to enquire of the barber, who the perſon was, (as the 
ranger I had theſe particulars from, did not know him,) the barber ſaid his name was 
Joſeph Wandliſs, and was gone to his inn, in order to return home; and upon my ſending 
to the inn, it appeared he immediately ſet out for home: another diſappointment I likewiſe 
met with, that of Andrew Rogers, who was the perſon Fall robbed, and who convicted him, 
for which fact he was tranſported ; Rogers had been to viſit the goal that morning, and was 
ſuppoſed to be prevailed on to leave the town by ſome of the gang, or by the perſuaſion of 
Cant; Rogers likewiſe had been heard to ſay that he had ſeen Fall, and that he was only 
altered by being fatter, by one of my ſpies, for after I had obtained this intelligence, I found 
it neceſſaty to ſet a watch upon the goalereſs's conduct: I then applied to Sir Walter Blackst. 
and the gentlemen of the county for their aſſiſtance, and immediately ſent expreſſes to bring 
| again to Newcaſtle, Wandliſs, and Rogers, as J have in the late already mentioned. 


MY LORD, | | 

As your lordſhip was ſo good as to offer me your aſſiſtance for the pro- 
curing me the payment of the monies I have expended in the ſervice of 
the public, and the bringing to juſtice this gang of notorious offenders, 
I take the liberty, upon my return from Newcaſtle, to acquaint you 
with the ſucceſs of my journey, and to beg your lordſhip's repreſenta- 
tion of the ſame to the king, and lords of the treaſurv: William Fall 
was delivered tothe goaler of the county of Northumberland, the day after 
he left Leiceſter, and I was there next day; the fir{t ſtep I took was to 
ſend for the witneſs, who refuſed to obey the ſupoene for her appear- 
ance at Leiceſter, and who had thereby occaſioned the removing him 
at ſo great an expence; upon the firſt ſight of him, ſhe declared ſhe could 
ſafely ſwear to his perſon, and that he was the William Fall, and per- 
ſon tranſported, agreeable to the charge againſt him, and ſhe knew the 
whole gang that were tranſported with him; this was all we wanted to 
complete the evidence neceſſary for his conviction ; the bill of indict— 
ment, and briefs for the king's counſel; Mr. Wallis, &c. were immedi- 
ately prepared; when to my great ſurprize, Elizabeth Cant, the above- 
mentioned witneſs, and ſiſler to the county goaler, came to me again, 
ſaid the had conſidered of it, and would not {wear he was the man, and 
- perſiſted in it until the laſt day of the aſſize, though we had witneſſes to 
bs | | whom 
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whom in private ſhe declared ſhe knew him perfectly, and there was not 
the leaſt alogration in his countenance or perſon, ſaving a little fatter; 
rom ſuch behaviour ſhe had been bought, and bribed, 
and no good to% expected from her, I immediately ſent expreſſes for 
thoſe evidences, who lived about twenty miles diſtant, who convicted 
him of the burglary and robbery for which he was tranſported, and like- 
wiſe the proſecutor; I gave the meſſenger ſpecial orders not to leave the 
proſecutor after ſerving the ſupœne upon him, until he brought him to 
me; notwithſtanding this caution, within half a mile of the town he gave 
the meſſenger the ſlip, and was not to be found until the next day, 
when the grand jury were going to be diſcharged: during this period, 
two other perſons who had known him from a boy, no ſooner ſaw him 
in the priſon, and declared their knowledge of him; they likewiſe were 
prevailed upon to leave the town, and ſent upwards of twenty miles out 
of the way, thele likewiſe I had ſupœned and brought back to Newcaf- 
tle; the reaſons given for their conduct, that they were told their lives 


would be in continual danger, and their cattle and property deſtroyed, 


if they appeared to give any evidence againſt Fall, and were prevailed 
on to leave the town until the grand jury were diſcharged: upon theſe 
efforts being made in favor of ſo dangerous a fellow, to prevent juſtice 
taking place, I applied to the juſtices, and the gentlemen of the county, 
having brought back the evidences, requeſting their aſſiſtance, that they 
and the gentlemen of the county at large, would give aſſurances of their 
countenance and protection to all ſuch perſons who ſhould appear as 
evidences againſt this dangerous offender, whom many of them had too 
great reaſon to remember, having ſtated to them the methods that had 
been taken, and being convinced of the truth of the particulars, ex- 
preſſed their utmoſt indignation thereat; after all theſe dithculties were 
got over, the grand jury found the bill againſt Fall, for returning from 
tranſportation before his time was expired for which he was ſentenced, 
upon full and indiſputeable evidence. He being placed at the bar to 
take his trial, he moved by counſel to put off his trial until the next a- 
ſize, which (Sir Joſeph Yates) upon his afhdavit of having material wit- 
neſſes left at Leiceſter, who had not time to come down, complied with: 
I ſhall not trouble your lordſhip with more particulars, than the few re- 
lating to this man, that were given me by the gentlemen of the county 
who were his neighbours; that he was captain of the gang, his houſe a 
kind of garriſon and retreat for his confederates, where their booty was 
: * 3 A depoſited 
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depoſited, and that he and his wife, now under ſentence of death in the 

goal of this city, did, with their accomplices in Morpeth goal, before 

they were ſent off for tranſportation, attempt to make they eſcape, and 

molt deſperately wounded the wife of the goaler, that hr. life was dil- 

paired of, and ſhe was confined to her chamber for many months. I am, 
My lord, your lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

To the Right Hon. the Earl of Halifax. JOHN HEWITT. 


Being informed that a reprieve was obtained for Jane Fall, alias Smith, 
and my name fraudulently made uſe of to obtain it; I thought it my 
duty to write the ſollowing letter to the lecretary of ſtate, with the par- 
ticulars therein contained. 

MY LORD, Coventry, Nov. 22, 1764. 
I mult aſk your lordſhip's pardon for troubling you with this long 
epiſtle, which, though very diſagreable, I think myſelf obligated to do, 
being informed that a reprieve hath been obtained tor Jane Smith, by 
my application, and my name made uſe of; I think it cruel to be 
obliged aſter the pains and expence I have been at, which is known to 
the kingdom in general, to ſend up repreſentations to prevent thole 
evincing proofs I have given of my diſintereſted regard for the ſafety of 
the lives and property of my fellow ſubjects, being fruſtrated, and ren- 
dered uſeleſs; this woman and her huſband, were the chief ſupport of 
as deſperate a gang this kingdom, or any other place was ever infeſted 
by; they were tranſported together, and other of their accomplices, in 
4 the year 1753, ſince which time they returned, and was again tran{- 
4 | ported; the perſons employed to obtain the ſignature, are men of {imilar 
| principles with this ſet of villains, and the moſt likely to ſtand in need 
of ſuch a petition for themſelves; in order to induce ſome perſons of 
credit to ſet their names to it, told them ic was with my approbation, 
though I heard nothing of it until it was ſent up; my lord, ſhould it 
{ucceed, it will for ever diſcourage me, or any other magiſtrate after 
me, exerting themſelves on ſuch like bulineſs, if ſuch impolitions and 
miſrepreſentations are ſucceſsful. A grand jury of Coventry is not al- 
ways compoſed of the molt learned, or moſt ſenſible part of the country, 
and ſure I am not one of them ever knew one of thele people, or can, 
if aſked, give any juſt reaſon why ſhe is a greater object of mercy than 
any one of thole that have been executed; I have ſent you the cale, which 
I beg your lordſhip s peruſal of; it hath been advanced in favour of this 
| | criminal, 
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criminal, that three perſons have already been executed for this crime; 
thoſe thre& offenders were tried for that crime only, to ſave unneceſſary 
expences, were charged with many other conſiderable robberies, 
and two of th&vere returned irom tranſportation before the expira- 
tion of the term, for which they were lentenced, and when at the bar, 
created the judge and court with audacious infolence. The cafe of Jane 
Fall, alias Smith, is the ſame, with the difference only, that ſhe hath 
committed more crimes, and is a much older offender, hath repeatedly 
received mercy, had the initiateing the greateſt part of this gang into 
their villainies, and abandoned courle of life, and though ſhe behaved 
more decently in court, hath out of it behaved as inſolent and abuſive 
as any of them, and poſſeſſed of more art and diſſrnulation, fraught 
with revenge, refules to make the leaſt diſcovery, or give account of her 


place of ſettlement and family; When ſhe returned from America, in the 


year 1753, with her huiband, they brought over with them fourteen 
other tranſports, their houſe in Northumberland a kind of garriſon, and 
the repolitory of the flolen property and cattle from all parts of the king- 
dom. brought there by the gang, and captain Fall ſucceeded captain 
Brown, commonly called Sir William Brown, as commander in chief, 
(upon his exaltation, and exit, at Newcallle) this fame captain Fall is 
in Morpeth goal, to be tried for returning from tranſportation, at the 
next aliizes, the bill being found againſt him at Newcaſtle: The frequent 
lenity ſhewn this family confederacy, hath encrealed their numbers, 
which are ſuppoled at this time to be at leaſt one hundred, diſperſed in 
different parties over this united kingdom; the lifter-in-law to this wo- 


man, who was committed by me, had been five times tranſported, and 


returned as often, had three huſbands, two of them were hanged, and 
the laſt tranſported, and is now at large; ſuch would be the ſituation of 
Jane Fall, ſhe might be abſent ſo long a time as a voyage and return from 


America would require, and take the firſt opportunity of recruiting the 
gang. and fill up the chaſm made by the late executions; the danger 
that ariſes from lenity ſhewn to any of this gang, is becaule every one 


are educated and inſtructed in every ſpecies of villainy, and thereby ca- 
pable of the greateſt injuries to ſociety, by drawing in many unthinking 
perſons to perſue their courſe of life, and make them hardened as them- 


ſelves, who otherwiſe might by a more favourable puniſhment be re- 


formed. 


I have always apprehended that ſucceſs in petitions, depended on the 
W a | criminal's 
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criminal's making ſome uſeful diſcoveries, and the ſtrong prohability of 
being reclaimed ; but there cannot be the leaſt hopes of thy criminal], 


ſhe refuſes to make the leaſt diſcovery, or even acknowleda: the place of 


her family ſettlement, that her children may be removͥ there. 

I aſk your lordſhip's pardon for troubling you with this long detail, 
which nothing would have prevailed upon me to have done, but a real 
concern for the public ſafety at large; and [hall only add, that the peti- 
tion ſent up, was ſecretly and ſcandalouſly obtained, and ſet on foot by 
perſons the moſt dangerous, and moſt abandon characters in this city; 


the perſon that carried it from houſe to houſe, lately eſcaped the gallows, 


being under ſentence, an accomplice with as noto110us a gang of houſe- 
breakers * and thieves this county and city were ever infeſted by, my 
name fallely made uſe of, and it is likewiſe contrary to the ſentiments 
of the magiſtrates of this city, and the ſenſible part thereof, though a 


part of the grand jury were prevailed on, none of the wealthieſt, and 


men of real probity would proſtitute their names for ſuch a purpoſe: 
Having done what I conſider my duty, I humbly ſubmit the ſame to 
your conſideration, and am, my lord, 
Your lordſhip $ moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
J. HEWITT. 


This offender was cies on the 24th of December, 1764, and de- 
nied the fact: Mr. Bayley was eſteemed a very honeſt man, could have 


no inducement to perjure himſelf. For my reader's ſatisfaRtion I have 


added her trial, page 193. 


The following letters were intercepted, and ſent to me, the copies of 
which, I have printed in the following pages, being the correſpondence 
of Fall and the gang, whilſt he remained in Morpeth goal, until his trial 
the ſummer aſſizes, at Newcaſtle, the following year, 1765 ; the plan 


was carried on agreeable to my directions, without the leaſt ſuſpicion on 


the part of the writers, not one letter being ſtopped, only copied, and 
the originals put into the poſt- office, or delivered agrecable to the direc- 
tion; my views were to obtain ſome farther diſcoveries. 


One of Rew's gang, and condemned with him, but pardonned at my requeſt. 


— 
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Dear UR, | FR Morpeth Goal, Feb. 4, 1763. 
I make & to trouble you with theſe, to beg you'li let me know if Mr. Fuller was down 


at Newcaſltle aſſizes, and endeavour to learn if he will be at Newcaſtle next aſſizes, and 
let me know : {orry to inform you of the death of my dear wife, and that I have 
never heard from an riend, though been here ſix months; if I had to- live on a penny a 
day, I would be glad to looſe a letter from any friend, to hear of their welfare; indeed any 
friend may come ſafely to ſee me, if it was not fo, I would, not deſire any friend to come 
to ſee me for all the world: No! death to me rather than diſhonour, but ſhall be loſt for 
want of aſſiſtance. Pray make it your buſineſs to ſee my friend Betty and her huſband, 
and let them know I would be extremely glad to ſee them at Newcaſtle aſſizes, which is 
next Auguſt, and if it ſhould pleaſe God to reſtore me to liberty, nothing would give me 
more pleaſure than recompencing you for the trouble and expence I have put you to. I 
reſt with my love to your ſpouſe, Mrs. Beley, Mr. Broton, and all related to my faid 
friends, and beg leave to deſire you'll favour me with an anſwer the firſt opportunity, 
Superſcription, To Mr. Thomas Waker, I am, dear Sir, | | 
in Lemmon Street, near Goodman's Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 
Fields, London, 4 W. SMITH. 
„ Direct For Mr. Grey, in Morpeth Goal, Northumberland. 


Unfortunate Friend, . London, June 1, 1765. 
Yeſterday I received a letter, dated Morpeth, February 4, but I apprehend it muſt be 
2 miſtake, or that the letter muſt have come from ſome other perſon. As for the rogue 
Fuller, he has been in goal for Felony ſince the great alarm, and I am upon a certainty has 
not the leaſt communication in Bow Street, nor would the ſcoundrel's oath go for a bunch 
of turnips in this quarter of the world; he is now a horſe dealer, and I dare venture to 
ſay, Reals more than he buys, ſo that I am of opinion he will make no appearance in that 
quarter of the world; but alas, what {hall be ſaid for rogues, for ſince you was in town, 
there has been Puff, &c. &c. &c. I might continue the ſame Kc. and with truth, as long as 
my arm. | 
As for Mr. Lee, I have not ſeen theſe twelve months, or near, or his ſpouſe, but have 
| heurd from him ſeveral times, but the laſt time is five or ſix months ago, that is by letter, 
but I was informed by one of Newport, thai he and Betty were very well about three or 
four months ago: lalt week I ſaw one Simons a horle dealer, at Wiſbech races, and he told 
me that Betty was dead, but ſor to affi m it for truth, I know no more than what I now let 
you know. : * ö ̃ 
About three years ago there was a man apprehended for returning ſrom tranſportation 
in London, and was advertiſed to be examined before Sir John Fielding in a few days, and 
upon his examination, a man {wore a robbery againſt him, he was committed to New-pri- 
ſon for both facts, where he was well known being tranſported, from being a priſoner there 
but a ſew months before; the perſon that he had robbed appeared, and found a bill againſt 
him, but he was diſcharged of that; the man that took him for returning from tran(- 
portation, thought it not worth his while to attend, as he would be convicted of the rob- 
bery; the people of New-priſon {wore that he was the man they had in cuſtody, and was 
tranſported ſome months before, but being aſked by the court, when after that they ſaw 
him, the anſwer was, in the cuſtody of the man that took him; the man not being there, 
he was ſent back for the remainder of his time, as never being proved at large, though well 
known to be the identical perſon. So 1 remain your friend and well-wiſher, hoping. you 
will have a ſafe deliverance. | THOMAS RIGHT, alias 
To Mr. Grey, in Morpeth Goal, Northumberland. WALKER. 
3s 35 | Durham 
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Durham The Information-of Joſeph Grey the Younger, of the City of Durham, & taken be ſore 
do wit. 5 me, Matthew Carr, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's Fuſlices of the Peace in ag, ſor the ſaid 

County, this 10th Day of Auguſt, 1765 ; Who ſaith, ä 

That a perſon who calls himſelf by the different names of John Low, Md John Lee, and 
anſwers the deſcription of the perſon lately advertiſed by John Hewitt Eſq; of Coventry, by 
the name of Nathaniel Lee, alias Norchy, as ſtanding charged with divers felonies and 
robberies, has frequently of late reſorted to the common goal of this county, and there had 
intercourle with one Mary Low, a convict under ſentence of tranſportation, and was an 
active agent in her behalf, and very ſolicitous in the management of her affairs; and faith, 
that he, this informant, has very reaſonable grounds to lufpect, and doth ſuſpect, that the 
{aid perſon who calls himſelf John Low, or Lee, is the very perſon advertiſed by the name 
of Nathaniel Lee, alias Norchy, and the rather, for that the ſaid John Hewitt, Eſq; did 
yeſterday delare to this informant that he was the perſon advertiled by him, and that he 
had in his poſſeſſion, a letter from the ſaid Low, or Lee, to a perſon now under ſentence 
of death in the goal of Newcaſtle, for returning from tranſportation, and in that letter, 
he, the ſaid Lee, invited the ſaid laſt mentioned convict to come down into this country, as 
a place of lafety. X 

Taken and Sworn the Day and Year above written, Þ 


Durham The Examination of Thomas Hutchinſon, oe City of Durham, Gent. before me 
to wit. 5 Matthew Carr, Eſq; &c. Who ſaith, 
That about ſix months ſince, the perſon who now calls himſelſ John Low, did produce 
a certificate to him, and ſome other company, of an admittance to the fraternity of Free 
Maſons, at a lodge at Amſterdam, by the name and title of Nathaniel Lee, which he the 
faid. deponent then did underſtand, and believe to be the name by which he uſually went, 
and did at that time go. | 


A Letter in Cant Terms, which we under/land not. 
Dear T OM, | 

I am ſorry to hear of your bad ſtate of health when I received yours, I am in good health 
thank God, but very uneaſy in mind about you; The yey vaſted ſtordey gogue was for 
laying me that rot but, I was tilly the rodces has roaded your dyes keer, but 1 do not John 
what the rodces have keer'd, for 1 cannot hatch to ſhoones the lawnes, there in no gogee 
nor monniſhna, but what will (here is is worn out) ove to the ſtordey, the faſh monniſhna is 
layed, and cannot get avree, you will hear from me very ſoon, get your choomney auree 
as ſoon as you can, for they will think they are chored, but do not be in a hurry, I will 
fend ſomebody to you, God bleſs you all. Direct yours to James Scott. 


Copy of a Letter, wrote in a print Hand, and by ham acknowledged to be his Hand. 
MY DEAR, | | 

This comes to let you know that Iam in good health, and could wiſh it was God's will 
that you was the ſame, Iam ſorry my dear, I cannot have the happineſs of ſeeing you as 
formeriy ; but reſt yourſelf contented in your unhappy ſtation till God is pleaſed to alter 
it: you would have heard from me before now, if I had not depended on your father to 
Durham, but his child dying, prevented his coming on Friday as he promiſed me; there- 
fore do not take it amiſs in me, as I ſhall always be glad to ſend to you at all opportuni- 
ties. I thought of going to London, but will not for fear of giving you uneaſinels : Mrs. 
Nicholſon is indebted, to me for ready money lent 11. 4s. 6d, and 58. for muſtlin, in all 11.95. 
6d. and I am indebted to her 10s. 11d. I would have you take it from her in victuals and 
drink, for as they are poor in circumſtances, I expect you cannot get your money o_ 
wile ; 
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wiſe ; let me Nei you have got the ſtockings from Mr.Blenkſop, likewiſe if juſtice Bake) is 


come to town NM have ſent you two guineas with your aunt, (whom I ſuſpe& is the perſon 
advertiſed with If, about fifty, by the name of Johnſon, alias Morrice, alias Taylor,) and 
as ſoon as poſſible Hill ſend you more. Let me have all the goods you can ſpare, parti- 
cularly the ruffles, for # do not think them fafe in your cuſtody ; let the goods and my 
clothes he put in the leather bags that are at Nicholſons. My dear, do not caſt yourſelf 
down, but bear your affliction with patience, and God may help you through your trou- 
bles, as he has helped thoulands before you, and at the ſame time, depend that you have 
a true hearted huſband, and one who thinks himſelf very unhappy without you, God bleſs 
my dear jewel. 
Direct the goods for Mrs. Lloyd, ſhoe-maker, oppoſite the Mole Hall, the Caſtle Garth, 


Newcaſtle, not for me. 


Here follows the Particulars of the Goods, 


Dear Friends, (Smith to Lee.) September. 3, 1765. 

I received yours yeſterday, this is to let you know, that Tam now as well as can be 
expected, thank God for it, conſidering the ſituation. Dear friends, I am very ſorry to 
hear of your bad ſtate of health, and heartily ſorry to to hear of both your misfortunes, 
may God relieve you both out of it; if it ſhould plgale God to reſtore me to my former 
health, all the aſſiſtance that a man can make in time of need, ſhall not be wanting for you. 
both what lies in my power. My fall friend was Sir Francis Daleval, ſecondly, Sir John 
Daleval, thirdly, 'Sir Walter Blacket, I made ſupplication to the earl of Northumberland, 
likewiſe to the counteſs at Alnwick caſtle; as ſhe came through the town, I ſent my friend 
to her, and ſhe ſaid ſhe would do all that in her power lay: likewiſe the earl was in this 
town laſt Friday, I ſent my friend to him, he told her he had made ſupplication already; 
he will be in town this night, he gave his promiſe he would know all the whole affair, and 
do what in his power lies for me. | 

Dear friend, I am heartily obliged to you ſor all the favours you have done for me, as 
I was a ftranger to you; I always will acknowledge them, and ſhall for the longeſt day I 
have to live, pray God ſend it may be in my power torepay them again, nothing will give me 
more ſatisfaction on this fide of time. Dear friend, as for you, I think you need not be 
afraid of your friend being ſtopped, for there was only three upon the ſmack, and ſhe 
knows who them was, all the others was upon the veckrent; This is what I have learnt 
ſince I have been here. If your friend Thomas ſhould come to ſee you, I would have you 
{end him over to Mr. Lowes of Hexam, there he may have his advice about it, for he is the 
only perſon that can give the truth of the matter. Dear friend, I am afraid the earl will 
be to late of reaching London, for we expect news from London this week: you need not 
write to me till you hear from me, for all the letters that come here is broke up, ſo now 
„ reſt in peace, and conclude with my prayers to you both, ſo no more at preſent from your 


* 


ever loving friend till death. . Not ſigned, | 
Write by the next return of the poſt, and no more. Pleaſe to direct as before. 
Dear Friend, {Lee o Smith) * September 5. 1763. 


This day I received yours with great joy, to hear the agreeable news, that ſuch gentle- 
men as you have mentioned, are pleaſed to plead mercy for you, may God ſend them ſucceſs, 
and you your liberty. I think you was very ſhort that you did not acquaint the judge with 
the miſtake that he was in when he convicted your poor wife, as you never could have had 
a better opportunity to convince his lordſhip of his error, than you had when he was 
going to Carliſle, for in that priſon is the perſon your poor wife ſuffered for ; nobody could 


lay 
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| ſay you did wrong, for as your wife ſuffered for the crime that perſon was phe of, that 

perſon might confeſs the truth upon oath, and no law in England could her for the 
lame offence, at the ſame time would ſne what a rogue Bayley has heen to your poor 
wife. I beg that as ſoon as poſſible, that you may get a good hand raw your caſe from 
the beginning of your misfortune, for I am ſure it would turn to your advantage. 

We are juſt i in the ſame condition now, as when you heard from us laſt, we do not 
know when my wiſe goes, if you know any thing about father, let us know by Thomas, 
for we are deſirous to hear from him, as we expected to ſee him all the laſt and this week; 
our loving reſpects to your friends Steve and Nanny. as for the reſt of your friends, they 
are unknown to me, excepting Thomas and Jenny. I conclude my dear friend, with the 
old proverb, wiſhing you more friends, and leſs need of them, at the ſame time take the 
liberty to ſubſcribe my ſelf your helpleſs, but true friend. till death. Not ſigned. 

Direct to me as before. 
Thomas Fenton has wrote, deſiring an anſwer, directed for. Mr. Wright, 


A Letter directed to Mr. Nathaniel __ in Durham Goal. 

Friend Lee, Lindon, September 17, 1765. 

1 have made all the enquiry I could in London in your affair, but find there is nothing 
to affect you, ſo therefore do adviſe you to ſend up a copy of your commitment; I w ould 
have moved you before, but Durham being a county palatine, therefore you muſt be 
moved at your own expence, for Fielding will not be at one ſhilling expence to bring you 
to London, though if it was thought you would be hanged, and he could get 4ol, the 
ticket, they would ſoon remove you to London; I have conſulted Frank Salt, ie ſays he 
muſt ſec your commitment; ſend it by return of poſt to me. I ſee two letters came from 
Durham to Mr. Marſden, the firſt ſays not to move you, the ſecond the deſire to move you, 
for they can do nothing to you at Durham; if they have any effects from you, a particu- 
Jar account what it is: and 1 aſſure you in London nothing can effect you, lo do not neg- 
lect writing by-return of polt. | 

Your mother deſires her love to you, and is unealy as ſhe does not hear from you. 
Direct for Mr. Barew, No. 25, Sweedland | I remain your friend and well wiſher, 
Court, Little Tower-bill, London. Signed, BOLEY. 
| In the {crawl under the name, ſome Hebrew characters. 


By every thing it appears evident, that Lee is the head of a very nume- 


rous ſet of rogues, and hath capacity for it. 


S IN. 8 Durham, Aprit 23, 1765. 
About two months ſince, two women were detected picking pockets in the public mar- 
ket here, and committed by doctor Dickens to the county goal in this city, but as a man 


during their ſtruggle to eſcape, received the purtes from. them, and got off, the juſtice» 


ordered any perlon coming after them ſhould be ſecured, and word ſent to him; this hav- 
ing got to their ears, for lometime no perſon came near them: Iam informed, at laſt one 
by the name of Lee, (who anſwers your defcription of Nathaniel Lee) under pretence 0: 
being a free maſon, viſited a debtor inthe. priſon, (as a brother of that fraternity) during that 
time, it was remarked by the keeper ofthe priſon, he uſually made to the room. of theſe 
women; hnce the. releaſe of the debtor, he continued his viſits every day to them, and 
* dined wich chem, and became anactive agent in their affairs, ſecing council, and doing: every 
thing neceffary, to procure their releaſe, he allo expoſed to ſale goods of yalue, 


to wit) mullins, filk Rocking, cloaks, and other things, {or their ulc ; laſt week the . 
; 3-0 


2 
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of caſh, ma& him offer to a coffee-houſe, a ſilver French ſnuff box, emboſſed with gold 
flowers, (a renxkable and uncommon pattern) ſome gentlemen in company with me, 
knowing this box 49 belong to theſe women, in hopes therefore of detecting them, we im- 


mediately bought it fer 11. 115. 6d. together with ſome ſilk ſtockings; for which he gave a 


receipt by the name of J. Lee: I have been farther informed, by a perſon who has een his 
ad miſſion as a maſter maſon, it is confirmed to him at Amiterdam, by the name of Na- 
thaniel Lee, by which name alſo I am told his hawking licence is granted; upon theſe 
circumſtances, I ſent a conſtable to ſecure him, under pretence of ſeeing his licence, but 


he was gone from home, and the perſon at whoſe houſe he lodged, having ſent him word 


that a conſtable had been enquiring after him, he returned his horſe, and abſented him- 
ſcif; I dare ſay he has not yet left this country, and by making diligent ſearch, may poſſibly 
be found, if you approve of it. Underneath is a deſcription of the women, ſhall beg the 
favor of your reply by return of poſt, that no time may be loſt in doing the public ſo 
eflential a ſervice. I am, Sir, | | ! 
Direct for me, Attorney, Your moſt humble ſervant, 
at Durham. 2 | HENRY HOPPER. 
The elder of the women appears to be about thirty, was committed by the name of Ma- 
ry Low, (and has ſince the dilappearance of Lee, declared herſelf to be his wife) anſwers 
as near as poſſible the deſcription of Elizabeth, alias Betty Alexander, alias Smart, except 
that the mark upon her forchead above the right eye, is like a burn mote than a ſcald head, 
ſhe hath likewiſe a ſmall cut on the left fide of her chin, her forchead is morphew'd, and 
the hair thin. N. B. I am-informed that Lee did go by the name of Low, at his firſt com- 
ing to Durham. | : | | 
Chriſtian Johnſon is a tall young woman, between eighteen and nineteen, with very 
dark brown hair, eye-laſhes, and eyes, with a large cut upon her right temple; both the 
women ſpeak with a ſtrong Iriſh accent. | a e | 
A perſon pretending to be the father of Johnſon, was to ſee them laſt week, is a firong 
luſty man, with his own dark hair, and ſeems to anſwer your deſcription of Thomas Collins, 
was dreſſed like a country man. | | 
The keeper who obliged me with thefe particulars, further informs me, when it was appre- 
hended by them that Lee's perſon would be advertiſed for ſelling the fauff-box, Mary Low, 
appeared to be much diſtreſſed. | | NES <4 
To John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. 
S133. 1 At Dias N Durham, May 5, 1765. 
” About ten days ſince Mr. Hopper of the ſtamp- office here, wrote you an account of one 
Lee, who anſwers your deſcription of Nathaniel Lee, except that his complexion is brown 
inftead of fair; on Friday night he came. to town, and narrowly efcaped the conftables, 
fince which; we are apt to believe he is gone for Vork: his attorney has declared to ſome of 
bis friends, be will ſurrender him at the affizes here. We could have wiſhed for your ſen- 
timents upon what has been done, and what is propoſed to be done with the women under 
confinement, (wh@& are fifters) as the evidence againſt them will want facts to prove them 
guilty ; and thereſore, if no other charge ſtand againſt them with proof, they will have an 
opportunity to be once more injurious to the public; there is another woman that pretends 
to be their aunt, which anſwers a deſcription in your advertiſement, and might, as ſhe comes 


" 


conſtantly to them, be eaſily detained: but Mr. Hopper and myſelf are unwilling to pro- 


ceed any further about them, without firſt knowing from you whether this Lee is in your 
opinion the man: Alderman Eden of Newcaſtle, took great pains yeſterday to detect him at 
Newcaſtle, where we ſent over three men after him, I am, Sir, | 5 


Jo Jom Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry, © Your obedient ſervant. 
| + 4; 5 
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SE y | Durham, bs % 1765, 
E received: the-favous of your's, relative to Bradley's diſcharge, for which I th/Znk you; the in- 
formation you had with regard to Nathaniel Lee, came from Mr. Henry #10pper an attorney 
of this place; who, I believe had ſome goods in his poſſeſſion that ere found upon Lee; 
and fuppoſed to be ſtolen. 1 imediately upon receipt of-your's,; coinmunicated- the contents 
thereof to Mr, Hopper. There are two women now confined in the goal at Durham, who are 
thought to belong to Lee; for picking a farmer's pocket in the market at Durham, above three 
months ago, who muſt At all events lie till our next aſſizes; I am told the juſtice of the 
peace who committed them, luſpected them to be of the gang, and intended writing to you 
about them; one of chem ſays (he is his wife, and the other is a good looking waman, about 
twenty years of age, and calls herſelf Johnſon: I believe the ſellow is lurking about Dur- 
ham, or near it, he having been {cen about a week ago, and is much afraid of being . 


headed. I am, Sir, Your moſt obedient ſervant. 
To Jon Hewii, Eſq; Coventry. W. HOPPER 
Worthy Sir, Bou Sireet, May 28, 1765. 


Sir Jqhn Fielding direQs me to preſent his beſt reſpects to you, and firſt to apologize for 
his having miſlaid your firſt letter; and ſecondly to acquaint you that his being up and ems 
ployed almoſt night and day, the bell Part of laſt week, about the diſturbances of the jour- 
neymen weavers, prevented your receiving an anſwer to your latter letter ſooner, which he 
now leaves to me, (as knowing the parties.) As to Nathaniel Lee, alias Norchy, if 1t is the 
ſame, he ought to be apprehended, as heſtands indicted in London for breaking open a ſhop, 
for which Dick Hitchens (the ſame ſeſſion as Dick Swift was tranſponed,) was tranſported : 
I once ſaw this Norchy, or Nathaniel Lee, and very well remember. his perlon, which is 
as follows, viz. He is about five feet eight inches high, or thereabouts, ſtout made, com- 
plexion rather fair, only has a black beard, has little the hooks of a Jew, though he is one, 
but what I obſerved in him moſt particular, is, that for fo groſs a man, his voice is remark— 
ably effeminate and (queaking, and have reaſon to believe he was not long ago in the Iſle 
of Man. Thomas Collins is now in cuſtody, being a fine for putting off counterfeit mo- 
ney. Mr. Fuller I have enquired aſter, though have not ſeen him for ſome months paſt, 
and find he is now a profeſt horſe-dealer, and has ſtables at the Red Lion and Ox, in Red 
Croſs ſtreet, near Cripplegate, and will endeavour to ſee him, and conſult him as to the wo- 
men you mke notice of; as the ſaid Lee lived with two ditierent women, aud once milled us 
on that account, and occafioned a great expence, Iam for Sir John Fielding, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient humble fervant, 


To John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. | W. MARS DEN. 


DEAR SIR, Durham, Auguſt 11, 1765. 

Yeſterday morning about nine, I perceived Mr. Nathaniel Lee; go into the. goal, to his 
pretended wile ;, I took no notice till about twelve, when a country juſtice of the county 
called on me, 1 then applied to bim, he was rather deſirous of declining this office, as there 
were others whoſe buſineſs he thought it more properly was; about one E-drew the annexed 
information, wait:d upon bim, {wore it, and got a warrant to appehend him: upon his ex- 
amination he would not own any thing further, than that he changed his name from Low 
to Lee, to prevent being ſulpected on account of his connexions with Mary, his wife, that he 
had a ſettlement at Nottingham, which he left about two, years ſince, would not ſay where 
he was born; upon being aſked whether he was a Jew, denyed it, but ſaid, that as he was 
certain he ſhould be commined, he deſired it might be done, for he would not anſwer queſ- 


tions which he knew would be of no benefit to him, or words to that import, ſo that his 
| examination 


examination Nas not of any uſe: We then ſent over for his goods, in the poſleſſion of his 
wife, amongſt'dchich we found eight letters, ſome of them ſo remarkable in :he turn of the 
K: f doubt that he was 
expreftions, aid tif, contrivances: of the ſuperfcription, as. put i it out o a 
well practiſed aud choreugh paced villain, though it amounted to no proof what his name 


O 
was. I have annexed one remarkable one, 3 with a copy of tbe information, and a 


tolerable proof of his identity. 
I have had a ſurgeon to examine Mary Low's head, which is bald in | places, as a ſcal'd, 


or ſcabbed would be, or as it would be if hot water was poured upon | it, as this confirms 


your proofs of her identity, I ſhould preſume you might coutinue her in goal, by an appli- 


cation above, and try her for a returned tranſport, without taking of her former ſentence: 
Sir Walter Blacket ſent to apprehend Lee about fix in the evening, and 1 doubt not would 
be glad to hear it was accompliſhed, for he ſeemed fo particularly obſerving of my motions, 
that Lam certain he would have gone off, had night come on, to have allowed him to el 


cape unnoticed. Jam, Sir, 
Your obedient ſervant. 


| JOS. GRE Y, Junr. 

P. S. He had at leaſt twenty. portmanteaus, lock keys of various ſorts on his bunch, and I 
find by Mrs. Watſon, they have a ſon in Yorkſhire, or Stalfordſhire, that is au apprentice 
to a lockMaker only, I dcubt not but their motives for putting him to that trade, are as 
laudabte as every-other of their conttivances ſeem to be. 

To John Hewitt, Eſq; Alderman in Coventry. 

0.4 R; Daten Augufl is, 1765. 

Lam this day informed that the tran{ports have received orders to be at York the $th of 
September, and therefore if you do any thing about Mary Low, it will be proper to look af- 


ter her immediately; I am told there are near one hundred of this gang in the country, near 


Giblide, at a place they call Gilford Howl, or Hold. I am, Sir, 
Yours, &c.. 


To John Hewitt, Eſq; alurnus, e 10 S. GRE. V, Junr. 
8 Durham, Auguſl 26, 1765: - 

1 received yours of the 20th, 205 note the contents; had this day. a letter from Sir John 
Fielding's clerk, Mr. Marſden, dehring me to apprehend Lee, or he would fend me a war- 
rant, if it could not otherwiſe be.done, to ſecure him, to be tried in-London®for breaking a 
hatter's ſhop, with two others tranſported upon the ſame indictment, (but Lee fled) in Febru- 
ary gone twelve months: it will be proper to ſettle with him where you would try him. 

* Your obedient ſervant. 

To John Hewitt, Eſq; Alderman, Coventry. JOS: GREY, Jaded 

<a 2 Durham, Sehtember 6, 1765. 

In conſequence of a letter intercepted, we have been looking ſharp for anſwers, one of 
which have miſſed, and. yeſterday the two within were both intercepted, one for Lee from 
Smith, at Morpeth; and Lee's anſwer, in which you'll be a little able to judge of their pre- 
ſent contrivances, and circumvent their applications for pardon : I ſhall write this poſt (to 
promiſe) to Sir John Fielding, to inform him that I have been adviſed by the juſtice I ap- 
plied to, not to ſtop the linen, as there appear to be ſufficient proof in your and his hands: 
by a part of Smith's letter, you'll find there is ſome piece of buſineſs in Oral Hexham, 


which items them. I think Sir Walter ſhould be acquainted with that letter, but this 1. 


leave to your's own judgment, as I have no copy of either of the within. Lam, Sir, 
Tours, &c. | 4 OS GREY, Junr. 
| Note, 
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/ Taylor, and 
o great a weak- 
” » 


Note, The perſon who calls himſelf by the different names of Johnſon, 
pretends to be the father of Mary, Low, is ſo lame of his left hand, or h 
neſs, that he holds his fork between the ſecond aud third fingers. ; 

To John Hewitt, Eſq ; Alderman, Coventry. 7 


81 | | Durham, September 20, 1765. 

In my laſt I adviſed you that I had received à letter from Sir John Fielding's clerk, afſur- 
ing me that Lee was a perſon who ſtands indicted in London, for robbing a hatter's ſhop, 
along with two others that were tranſported upon the ſaid indictment; I wrete an anſwer, and 
in it gave him an account that Lee had pretended to have been an innkeeper in Leadenhal! 
ſtreet, and told him we could not, through the ſupineneſs of our juſtices, get any matters 
ſufficient to convict him here, and would have him ſettle with you about the method of con- 
victing him, and the place were; in anſwer to which had the annexed ſigned Marſden, and 
this day I intercepted a leiter, directed to Mr. Nathaniel Lee, in Durham Goal, which J 
have alſo annexed, and ent a copy to Sir John Fielding, by theſe it appears Sir John will 
not be able to make ſuch proof againſt him as one could wiſh, and as he's now applying for 
a babeas corpus to London, where he will be acquited, and every thing proves him the per- 
ſon by you advertiſed, I muſt ſuppoſe you would not do that without ſome prooſs of his 
being an offender; as I took this trouble upon me at your requeſt, I think you are bound 
in honour to do every thing in your power to bring him to juſtice; I could therefore with 
you would ſettle with Sir John whether a habeas corpus ſhould be granted him for London 
or Coventry, and try to make it at his own expence, and by this agreement not let him flip 
through your fingers : I ſhould be glad to know your determination, otherwiſe ſhall not 
give myſelf any further trouble about him. Iam, Sir. 

Your obedient ſervant, 


— 


To Fohn Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry, JOS. GREY, Junr, 
Note, The woman is not yet gone, though expects it every day. | 
Mr. Marfden's..Letter, (Clerk to Sir John Fielding.) 1 
SIX. EIS | 


Sir John Fielding being abſent; and the magiſtrates fitting for him during the ſhort time 
of his abſence, not being ſo well acquainted with the names and characters of ſuch people, 
otherwiſe called Norchy, Lee; I thought it right to acknowledge the receipt of yours, and 
you may be aſſured he is the ſame Lee, his ſaying he kept an inn in Leadenhall Street, proves 
it; he did keep an ale-houſe there, and rented it of one William Steers, who was a witneſs 
againſt him, when he was indicted in London, but Steers having bought ſtolen goods of him, 
will be a reluctant evidence, if therefore you can convi him in the country, it would be more 
ſaſe, you need not fear Sir John Fielding's removing him, except it ſhould for the fake of 


public juſtice be found abſolutely neceſſary, I am, Your moſt humble ſervant, - 
3 N W. M A R S D E N, 
S. +: Durham, January 28, 1766. 


I am defired by George Baker, Eſq; one of his majeſty's juſtices of the peace for this 
county. to requeſt the favor of you to acquaint me with all convenient ſpeed, if you have 
any, and what charge againſt a perſon who calls bimſelf John Low, now confined in the 
goal here: Mr. Baker deſires me to preſent his compliments to you, and hopes you will 
excuſe this trouble given you. I am, Sir, Your moſt obedient ſervant, | 

To John Hewitt, Eſq; Alderman of Coventry, W. HOPPER 

P. S. This is the perſon that is ſuppoſed to be advertiſed in the Coventry liſt, by the name 

of Nathaniel Lec, Pleaſe to direct to me, Attorney at Law, Durham. | 1 
Free : R, 


8 
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I take ch hiberty of incloſing you a printed deſcription of ſome very ſuſpicious perſons, 
who were latdly apprehended in this town, and are now in cuſtody :.if any thing therein 
ſhould afford master for your inquiry. and anv diſcovery ſhould thereupon be made, tending 
to the impeachment of any of thoſe perſons, I ſhould be glad to be favoured with an account 
thereof, authenticated in fuch a. manner as you ſhall think proper. IL am, Sir, 
| BE | Your moſt ob-dient humble ſervant, -. | 


To Fohn Hui, Ejj; Coventry. JOHN k. BLACKETT, Mayor. 


SIR Durham, February 21, 1766, 
About a month ago I wrote you at the requeſt of George Baker, Eſq; one of the juſtices 
for the county, to know if you have any, and what charge againſt a perſon who calls him- 


ſelf John Low, and ſtands committed to this priſon, as the perſon deſcribed in your paper, 


in July 1764, and called by the name of Nethaniel Lee, otherwiſe Norchy, and being doubt- 
ful that my letter has not reached your hands, obliges me to give you the trouble of this, 
which I hope you will excuſe, being Sir, Your obliged and obedient ſervant, 
To Fohn Hewiti, Eſq; Coventry. | W. HOPPER. 
P. S. Mary Low who called herſelf his wiſe, and who was ſentenced to be tranſported at 
the laſt aſſizes here, has made her eſcape out of goal; and is not yet taken. + 


S I R, | York, Marck 26, 1 766. 

Yours of the 15th came ſaſe to hand, and yeſterday came on the trials of Thomas Taylor, 
otherwiſe John Scott; Elizabeth Taylor; and Chriſtian Taylor; the man is found guilty 
of burglary, the two women are cleared of the robbery ; Elizabeth Taylor is ſecured, and to 
go to Durham, there to be tried for breaking out of goal, aud being found at large. I laid 
your letter before the judge, who was very well pleaſed with it, and (aid openly in the court, 
that he hopes whatever judge tries her will do her juſtice, as ſhe has reigned fo long in her 
wicked practices. 3 | . | | 

About three weeks ago I commited to our houſe of correction, a man who calls himſelf 
John Johnſon ; he is a fat, broad-built ian, about five feet ſix inches high, very fat in the 
face, dark complex1on, pitted with the ſmall pox, ſcarce perceptable, black eyes; ſays he 
is twenty one years of age, but appears to be about thirty; wears a chocolate coloured 
coat and. vvaiſtcoat, with gold thread buttons, dirty leather breeches, black ſtockings, yellow 
N buckles, black neckcloth, a ruffle ſhirt, black bob wig, a plain hat cocked: if you 
can give me any information about him, as I am fully convinced he is a villain, though no- 
thing as yet appears againſt him, to convict him; every thing he ſaid on his examination 
proves falſe, he had not one peny in his pocket, only a bill for 10l. in his pocket, drawn 
on Drummond and Co. which is refuſed payment, not knowing the drawer, as indeed on 
enquiry chere is no ſuch perſon in the town it is dated from, 1 am, Sir, | | 
: e ne e 03-8 ü - -Your humble ſervant, cc. ba 4 

To John Hewilt, Eſq; Coventry... JOHN WAKEFIELD, Mayor, 


EY PA G1/bourue, March go, 1766. 


In October 1764. you offered a reward of 20l. in the public papers, for the apprehend- 


ing of one Elizabeth, alias Betty Alexander, alias Smart, alias Richardſon, alias Betty Cot- 
ton, who was one of the Coventry Gang, and had returned twice om 4ranſportation ; this 
woman;hath ſince aſſumed the name of Mary Low, and at the laſt ſummer aſſizes at Dur- 
ham was convicted of picking pockets, and ordered to be tranſported for feven years, but in 
January laſt broke out of Durham goal, and in February was concetned with one Thomas 

| | 3s D Taylor 
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Taylor, alias John Scott, and ſeveral others, in breaking the houſe (which was ußid as a ſhop 
alſo) of Mr. Richard Clough, of Slaidburne, in this county, and ſtealing therggut mercery 
goods to the amount of gool. and upwards : this Taylor alias Scot, Low, ay one Chriſ- 
tian Taylor were apprehended the 20th of February for this offence, by ibe purſuit, aſſidu- 
ity, and at the expence of the ſaid Mr. Clough, at a place called Luyedale in this county, 
and were tried at the late York aſſizes, when Scott alias Taylor was convicted of burglary, 
received ſentence of death, and will certainly be executed ; the other two were acquitted, 
but Mr. Clough intends the next aſſizes to proſecute the ſaid Elizabeth, alias Betty Alexan- 
der, for being at large in this kingdom, before the expiration of the time for which ſhe was 
ordered to be tranſported from Durham, and doubts nut conviting her, and hopes that 
under theſe circumſtances, he is entitled to the reward of 20l. offered by you, and begs you 
will in a letter to me, be ſo good as intimate how, when, and from whom the money may 
be had. Mr, Clough hath received ſome {mall part of his goods again, and allo got the re- 
Ward for convicting a burglar, but will nevertheleſs ſuffer a loſs in all, of 25ol. and up- 
wards ; which makes his caſe piteous. Your anſwer will oblige, Sir, 
| Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


To John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. JL BARCROEFT. 
P. S. Pleaſe to direct for me, at Giſbourne near Skipton in Craven, Yorkſhire, By Brad- 
ford bag. | | | 

S131. Durham, June 24. 1766, 


I received the favour of your letter dated 5th of February laſt on this day, relative to John 
Low, otherwiſe Nathaniel Lee, who ftill remains in the goat here, which letter has lain in 
Brown's coffee-houſe London all the time. There is, I am informed, no perſon as. yet taken 
any notice of Lee; his pretended wiſe, about three months ago, broke out of the priſon 
here, and afterwards joined one Thomas Taylor of Spittle near Berwick upon Tweed, who 
is ber father; and one Chriſtian Taylor who is her ſiſter, and was confined with her here 
for felony, and acquitted the laſt aſſizes: they broke a ſhop in the welt of Yorkſhire, and 
took thereout goods to a conſiderable amount, and were all three apprehended and tryed at 
laſt March aſſizes, Thomas was fourfd guilty, and executed, and the other two were acquit- 
ted, and Mary Low was brought back to this goal, where ſhe now remains ; and there is 
another ſiſter in with her now, whoſe name is Elizabeth Taylor, a tall genteel woman, hav- 
ing rather a black complexion. I ſhall at all times be ready and deſirous to ſerve you in 
any thing in the power of, Sir, Your obliged and obedient ſervant, 

To John Hewut, Eſq; Coventry. | W. HOPPER, 


An Abſtrat from the Newcaſtle Journal, March 3, 1766. 
Monday was committed to York caſtle, wo women and a man for robbing the fhop of 
Richard Clough, mercer, and linen-draper, at Stainbridge, iv the Weſt Riding of York- 
+ ſhire, of goods to the amount of gool. one of the women proves to be Mary Low, the 
* convict who broke out of Durham goal, the 1ſt of January laſt.” | 


SIR | | Port, September 16, 1766. 
On the 23rd of Auguſt laſt I committed one who calls herſelf Margaret Turner, for pick- 
ing pockets : ſhe is a luſty well made woman, reddiſh hair, blew eyes, a good ſet of teeth, 
fair complexion, and ſmoaks a great deal of tobacco, has a little of the Scotch brogue : ſays 
ſhe comes from near Carliſle ; a gentleman of your town has ſeen her, and ſays her real 
name is Margaret Wood, and that you could give a full account of her : but he defired 10 


be excuſed doing it; this is to defire if you know her, that you will be ſo good as give mean 
| 5 ö account 


COVENTRY GANG. 


r, that we may do the country and her juſtice, as ſhe ſeems to be a very art- 
ſul woman, Vnd I am convinced is an old offender. I am, Sir, | 
. Your humble ſervant, &c, 


To John Hewitt Eſq, Coventry. JOHN WAKEFIELD, Mayor. 


SIR, | Kirkby Stephen in Weſtmorland, Oflober 10, 1766. 
At the deſire of Bernard Grayſon of this place, I beg leave to give you the :rouble on the 
following ſubje&, viz. Some time laſt winter, Bernard Greyſon with three other perſons ap- 
prehended Elizabeth alias Betty Alexander, alias Mary Low, one of the Coventry gang, who 
had returned from tranſportation, as mentioned by your advertiſement in the Newcaſtle paper, 
and for the apprehending of her, a reward of 20 l. was to be given by you: ſhe was com- 
mitted to York caſtle with her father, and a yourg woman: the facher was ſound guilty, 
and executed. the young woman was acquited ; and Elizabeth, alias Betty Alexander, &c, 
was remanded to Dutham to be tried at the laſt aflizes for Durham; ſhe was condemned, 
but has ever fince been continued in cuſtody. Pray how is Bernard Grayſon, and the other 
perſons to be paid the ſum of 201, as mentioned in your advertiſement? Your anſwer will 
be very acceptable to, Sir, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


To John Hewitt, Efq; Coventry. S JOHN JACKSON, 
x York Caſlle, Odloler 13, 1966 
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account of 


Stephen Morriſon of a brown complexion, born in Ireland, aged twenty nine years, a- 


bout five feet ſeven inches high; Ann Morriſon his wife a fair complexion, aged forty ycars, 
about five feet fix inches high; James Brown of a brown complexion, aged thirty years, about 
ſive feet eight inches high and wears a wig ; Mary his wife of a brown complexion, aged 
twenty three years, with a cut in her under lip: about hve feet two inches. Robert Harriſon 
otherwiſe Heathing, of a brown complexion, aged about thirty two years, five feet four inches. 


Chriſtian his wiſe of a fair complexion, red hair, with a cut in her left cheek, aged a- 


bout forty, about five feet. Andrew Cirmichell of a black complexion, red hair, very much 
form ſpeckled, aged twenty years, about five feet two or three inches high; Ann his wiſe, . 


of a fair complexion, with a large cut on the left {ide of her forchead, aged about twenty 


ſix years, about five ſeet high ; Jane Wilſon, of a fair complexion, with a large cut on her 


left hand, aged about thirty fix years, about five. feet fix inches; William Smith who was 


concerned in breaking the houſe that L am confined. for, is of a brown complexion, . 
aged thirty fix years, about five feet ten inches, and wears a wig; Margaret Wood, of a fair- 
- complexion, aged thirty ſeven years, about five feet ſix inches, Who I now believe is conſined 


in Ouſebridge goal. | 
Theſe people above mentioned, follow. picking of pockets, highway Tobberies, houſe-break- 


ing, and defrauding every perſon of what is their own; likewiſe they may be heard of, by 
applying to Anthony Jackſon, at the ſign of the Coach and Horſes in Bacon Street, Lichfield; 


or at Anthony Jackſon's, the ſign of the Red Lion in Holmes Chapel, Cheſhire ; or at Jane 
Berwick's, the ſign of the White Swan, in Newton of the Willis, Lancaſhire; or at Thomas 
Uſhell's, at the ſign of the Ring of Bells, in Church Street, Warrington ; or at Robert 
Young's, at the ſign of the Crown, in North Allerton, Vorkſhire. , 

Honoured Gentlemen, This 1 do for the good of my country, and not to ſcreen myſelf, 
and by this means I hope they will be brought to juſtice. From yours, &c. 


RICHARD CLARK. 


$'1-R,-: ; - Loftus Hill, n:ar Boroughbridge, Yorkſhire, Nov. 16, 1766. 
Upon obſerving your advertiſement in the White Hall Evening Poſt, I take the. liberty of 


commu- 


— 


communicating to you a deſcription of a man committed by me to the caſtle / York, on 
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Saturday the 231d. of October laſt, for houſe breaking; and the goaler inſormme he was 
trauſported from thence in the year 1759, for ſeven years; he calls himſelf RFChard Clark, 
about five feet eight inches high, twenty eight years of age: ſhortiſh made with ſhort dark 
curled hair, a ſwarthy complexion, full dark grey eyes: had on when taken a black crap: 
neckcloth, blue coat bound round the edges, and the waiſtcoat : thickſet breeches and black 
ſtockings ; was born at Aſhbridge in Yorkſhire, and ſerved an apprenticeſhip to a ſadler at 
Leeds: that he came from London about five weeks before the robbery committed, and 
that he had worked at Sir John Fielding's in mending his harneſs, and knows one of his 
clerks called William Williams, Incloſed is an account of ſeveral perſons who have been 
concerned with him and to be heard of: he [avs he had only been in England ſeven weeks 
before he was taken; I ſhould be glad to know if it can be proved whether or no he returned 


before his time was expired. I am, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
To Foin Hewitt, Ei. Coventry, | CHARLES SLINGSBY. 


Patrick Rief ay ſent forby warrant from Sir John Fielding, Ithought 
it an act of juſtice meritcd by his ſervices, to write in his favour to lord 


C. B. Smythe, and received the following anſwer, being in London. 


S I R, Wedneſday Evening. 

I received yours, and think you had beſt ſee Sir John Fielding as ſoon as you can, and in- 
form him how ſerviceable Crief hath been in diſcovering this gang; I rather believe there is 
no inteation of trying him for any thing, but as I have ſeen in the news, one of the gang is 
committed here, may be he is only ſent for to be evidence againſt him, to the perſon ſo com- 


mitted, I am, Sir, Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
To J. Hewitt, Eſq; Ss -S. SWY TIE 
SIR, Doncaſter, November $, 1764. 


On Monday laſt at the ſtatutes for the hiring of ſervants at this place, was apprehended 
a perſon calling himſelf W. Dawſon, and as he anſwers the deſcription of Thomas Collins 
in your advertiſement of the 6th of July laſt, I thought i: proper to ſend you this account, 
as I would contribute every thing in my power to bring ſuch offenders to juſtice; he produced 
a certificate to be 2dmitted into the hoſpital at Chelſea, by the name of William Dawſon, as 
a ſoldier in general Griffin's regiment of foot, diſabled in his limbs by a fever, and to reſide 
at Newell near this town, but does not appear at preſent to be the leaſt lame; the account that 


I have had of him from Newell, is, that bis refidence is at that place ſometimes, but that he 


frequents all horſe-races, fairs, ſtatutes, and other public places: upon my taking to him after 
ſeeing your advertiſement, I aſked him if his name was not Parſon's, he told me it was not, 
but he had been ſometimes called the parſon, as having ſometime wore a black coat; which an- 
ſwer, and the deſcription 5 of him in the advertiſement, and one or two ſhabby fellows 
in the ſtatutes calling him Tom, and fometimes mentioning himſelf by the name of William 
Dawſon, and at other times John, gave us great ſuſpicion that he was the perſon deſcribed 
by the name of Thomas Collins. If you think this deſcription worthy of notice, I preſume 
you will ſend ſome perſon over that will know if he be the perſon ſuſpected, if not, to give 
me a line by return of poſt, what you intend to do, that we may take our meaſures accord- 
ingly. I am, Sir, Your moſt humble ſervant, _ 
To John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. RICHAKD SHEPHERD. 
| | e Town Clerk of Doncaftler in Yorkſhire, 


A LIST of TRANSPORTS which ha been ſent off from 


9%. 7%, 
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the different Goals in the Kingdom, 


1747 BRISTOL. 

Mar. 23 ANN Scandridge 7 

Eliz. Roberts 7 

1748 Mary Perry 7 

Aug.29Eliz. Willoughby 7 

Eleanor Connor 14 

George Denniſon 14 

James Toole 14 

Sep. 29 Martha Hynam 7 

Richard Crawford 14 

Nov. 14Heſter Rogers 7 
28 Birton Stratton 
Mary Williams 


7 

7 

Ann.Cudd 7 
Dec.19 Thomas Harper 7 
John Williams 7 

1749 John Aſhworth 7 
Feb. 13 Lawrence Condell 7 
Jane Skinner 7 

Apr. 10 William Lockyer 7 
May 3 George Williamſon 7 
June 21John Bryant :J 
26 John Graham 7 
Edward Curley 14 

July 19 Joſeph Morgan 7 
Thomas Hall 7 

Iſaac Vaughan 7 

Aug. 7 John Wright 14 
Sarah Phillips 7 

Mary Burk 7 

John Kingſton 7 
William Tully 7 

John Collins 7 


Thomas Leſter 7 
28 William Wheeler 7 
Sep. 20 Mary Martin 7 


28 Peter Warren 14 
Margaret Lewis 14 
Andrew Ander-) 

ſon, alias Anſon 14 
Eliz. Harrington 14 


Oct. 23 Jane Parſons 7 


Years. 


1749 Oneſiphorus Lucas 
William Dunny 
Nov. 20 Eliz. Patten, alias 
Perrin 
Griffith Thomas 
Dec. 18 Lewis Loddowick 
1750 Patrick Magill 
Jan. 15 Mary Griffith 
23 Samuel Tilletts 
Feb. 12 Edmond Sanſom 
William Jenkins 
John Woodward 
Mar. 19 Arthur Lightfoot 
William Roaden 
June 18Philip Davy 
Joſeph Willis 
Aug.27Robert Welſh 
Elizabeth Watkins 
Charity Mathews 
Mary Me. Lane, } 
alias Mc. Cleane 
Nov. 14Elizabeth Mathews 
Arminal Saunders 
Philip Taberer 
Dec. 10 Joſeph Denham 
John Daniel 
Robert Harris 
1751 John Mc. Canne 
Feb. 13 Matthew Hill 
Lewis Price 
John Atkins 
25 John Edwards 
John Paul | 
Mar. 6 James Down 
William Pook 
Edward Llewellin 
7 Thomas Walker 
27 Daniel Murphy 
Abram Roberts 
Apr. 16 Cath. Fear 
May 15 William Davis 
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Years. 
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Years, 
Aug. 7 John Price 1 
19 Thomas Hicks 14 


Samuel Hampton 14 


Thomas Hunt 14 
Dec.18 William Folks 7 
1752 John Hall 7 
Feb. 10 John Chriſtopher 7 
John Saunders 7 

1 Thomas Stone 7 
Mar. 25 John Hayes 7 
| Mary Gane 7 
Aprilg John Fare 7 
Jane Smith 7 
MathewGoodfellow 7 


Charles Jenkins 7 
Jeremiah Shaw 7 
Stephen Dweheen 7 


Daniel Biſhop Life 
May 27 Henry Williams 7 
James Prowſe 7 
June i7 Tho. Cunningham 7 
Sep. 2 David Reece 
Lovell Roberts 
John Barker 
25 Mathew Wynn 
Nov. 29 William Morriſon 
Dec. 18 Betty Lewis 
1733 Elizabeth Pritty 
Feb. 12 James Kateſmark 
Mary Day 
John Cliff 
21 Mary Young 


Mar. 14 Elizabeth Smith 
28 Paul Griffith 

John Farrel 
William Payton 

June 20 Mary Monteuth 
John Woodward 
John Ford 

July 2 Suſannah Gudgeon 7 

Aug. 6 Paul Strackable 7 


George 
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Years. | 
7 Sep.'ig Heſter Hart, 


1753 George Bowman 


William Riley 7 Ann Alliſon, 
Aug. 13 Robert Gunner 7 Richard Prieſt, 
Sep. 19 Dionyſius Perry 7 Edith Paſkey, 


OR. 17 Thomas Sy mmons 7 Dec. 19 Heller Gaite, 
Nov. 21 Sarah Lawrence 7 1738 
| Jane Jordan 7 Jan. 9 Thomas Read, 
1734 Eliſha Price 7 Daniel Collins, 
Feb. 13 William Naſon 7 Aug. 19 John Sweney, 


Mar. 4 Thomas Golding 7 Joſeph Wilcox, 
John Pitt Benjamin Comley, 


elcaped out of goal 
Abraham Smith. 
elcapedout of goal 


July 20 Mary Lavers, 


7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
Phillis Jones, 3 
EF - 


Sep. 19 Elizab. Chambers, 


Years, 
7 Aug. ig Mary Pritc 7 
7 Sep. 21 Elizabeth Biſhop, 7 
7 Ann Williams, . 7 
7 Elizabeth Lewis, 7 


7 OR. 19 Elizabeth Serjeant, 7 
1762 


7 June 14 William Stewart, 7 
7 Mary Williams, 7 
7 Aug. 16 Elizabeth Morris, 7 


7 30 
7 1148 CHELMSFORD. 


Edward Haines, 7 Sep, 20 Betty Williamfon, 7 May 26 William Plat, 7 
Aug.12 Sarah Grant, 7 Betty Thomas, 7 John Robinſon, 7 
Sep. 7 Stephen Baber, 7 Dec. 6 John Kelly, 7. William Handford, 7 
Dec. 18 William Pritchard,7 1739 John Bell, 

Sarah Landown, 7 Feb. 26 Elizabeth Dyer 7 William Falliſton, 7 
1735 David Ryan, 7 Mar. 26 Hannah Wills, 7 Zachariah Day, 7 
Feb. 26 James Watkins, 7 May 2g Jane Williams, 7 Thomas Linſtead, 7 
Mar. 19 Mary Reece, 7 Aug. 15 Ann Bourne, 7 Heſter Tag, 7 
Margaret Elias, 7 23 John Smith, 14 Dec. 21 Joſeph Pavett, 14 
John Elliſon, 7 Frances Burroughs } Richard Stevens, 14 

24 William Deighton 7 wile of William 7 William Bilbey, 7. 

Apr. 30 Patrick Hockey, * Burroughs, 0 Elizabeth Munt, - 
Aug. 11 Dennis Boyd, 7 Waller Burn, 7 William Leigh, 7 
Samuel Jones, 7 Landovery, alias William Smith, 7 
Oct. 27 Mary Guy 7 Dovey, (a negro) 7 Elizabeth Bearman, 7 
Dec. 1 Ann Green 7 Jonathan Adams, 7 1749 Mary Couſins, 7 
1756 | Nov. 7 Jane Jervis, 7 Apr.27 John Stevenſon, 7 
Mar. 24 John Johnſon, 7 1760 Mary Parlour, 7 . Henry Jolly, 7 
William Craddock, 7 Feb. 18 Ann Rogers, 7 Mary Gardener, 7 
Joſeph Sweeney, 7 Mar. 31 John Hollings 7 Ann Smith, 7 
June 23 John Marſhall, 7  - Elizabeth Griffuhs, 7 Margaret Jenkins, 7 
Mary Horley, 7 June 18 George Phillips, 7 Edward White, 7 
Sep. 22 John Knight, 7- William Sweet, 7 Aug. 16 John Green, 14 
Ann Jenkins, 7 Aug.27 Jane Davis, 7 John Shrimplin, 7 
Dec. 1 Mary Jones, 7 John Brown, 7 William Seaborne, 7 
1757 Sep. 24 llabella Pugh, 7 Jane Smith, 7 
Feb. 16 Arther Hopkins 7 1761 | Joſeph Evans, 7 
James Hallier, 7 Feb. 18 George Marſh, 7 Thomas Weaver, 7 
Mar. 7 John Tunks, 7 May 7 John Cox, after- ) John Turner, 7 
John Boon, wards at large, tri- \ 7 Suſannah Warren, 7 
May 16 Mary Roades, ed, and hanged. Mary Miller, 7 

June 13 Robert Wood, Will. Jones alias Richard Finley, * 
Dorcas Lucas, Hicks, alias Liſter, | 7 Thomas Pady, 7 


17530 Thomas Cuttridge, 7 


Apr.28 James Golwell, life, 
John Gibſon, life, 
William 
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175 Years, f | Years. [2 Yeers. 
Apr. 28 William Miles, 14 Apr.28 Richard Wright 7 Oct. 23 Edward Howard 7 
Edward Harvey, 14 Aug. 10 John Hurt 14 1735 James Eaton 7 
George Banniſter, 7 William Rand 14 May 7 William Bearman 14 
Henry Smith 7 Brian Ennis 14 Roger Reech 14 
Tobias Small - Robert Farroway 7 _ Sarah Davis 7 
John Hull. 7 1733 Richard Warn 7 James Wilſon 7 
Thomas Buttinſhaw 7 Apr. 19 Joſeph Ratcliff 14 William Bragg 7 
John Fuller 7 James Miller' 14 Peter Aſpindal - 7 
Matthew Partridge 7 Richard Carver 14 John Ward 7 
John Smaltmaſh 7 Roger Hoy 1 Robert Carter . 
William Aſpel © 7 William Jefferys 7 Timothy Murphy 77 
Mary Livermore Charles Sheppard 7 Mary Stiggard 7 
John Holt John Burroughs 7 Sep. 16 John Collins 14 
Ralph Jory 7 Robert Boar 7 Themas Collins 14 
Sep. 25 Henry Mills * Life Thomas Davy 7 James Skeegs 14 
Joſeph Cewell 14 © John Kare 7 John Wer 14 
Joſeph Welch 14 "Joh Iran. 7 1756 John Harris ” 
Robert Smee 14 Dec. 1 William Chap- 14 BY 31 Thomas Stebbing 14 
ThomasSuttleworth 7 man, alias Fitch | Francis Ward 14 
John Smith 7 John Wicker 7 Priſcilla Cobble 7 
1751 John Sellerſatt 7 William Campin 7 Thomas Cooper 7 
May 2 Robert Gerrade 14 James Mucklehone 7 Anthony Kirbee 7 
James Brown 7: 4! Barbara Hunt 7 William Kirbee 7 
Richard Dawkins 7 James Wilkins 8 William Warner 7 
James Brett 7 1754 Henry Filbrick 7 Mary Upſon 7 
John Bawcock 7 June 22 Benjamin Benſon 14 Jeremiah Broom 7 
John Pickering 7 William Ruſt 14 Robert Morris 7 
Sarah Boulter 7 Thomas Turner 14 - Lidy Woodland 7 
© Richard Maſon 7 Charles Griſſon 7 William Finch 5 
James Cole 5306s , Richard Lavxer 7 Oct. 27 Abram. Warricker 14 
Sep. 18 John Clements?) Ann Axell 7 George Monk 14 
Eaſtmead 2 * John Weſt 7 1757 John Clay 5 7 
James Cook 14 John Siday 7 Sep. 9. Peter Strong 14 
George Steward 7 John Warren 7 John Stubbing 7 
John Baſfss 7 Chriſtopher Etgood 7 William Probuts 7 
John Pilſworth 7 Richard Button 7 John Roſs : 
1732 John Harris 7 Oct. 23 Jolin Agnis 7 William Ballintyne 7 
Apr. 28. Robert ones, a- Mary Good 7 Joſeph Green 7 
lias Mortebois 5 4 Henry Sparkes 7. 1738 Richard Cole 7 
John Croſs 14 Garrett Cloden 7 July 19 Brice Stollery 14 
Thomas Morris 14 Daniel Goodwin 7 George Patchey 14 
George Borcham 7 Joſeph George, a- John Oſborne 7 
Nathaniel Freeman 7 lias Joleph Hills 7 Robert Sabin 7. 
James King 7 John Hills 7 Benjamin Martin 7 
John Gowers 7 Martha Lilly 7 Timothy Dawman 7 
John Wiffin 7 Phillip Lambert 7 George Saxon 7 
John Ginn 7 William Lambert 7 Thomas Lambert 7 
William Styles 7 Joſeph Peters 7 William Butcher 7 


Jane 


* 


Tears. 
1758 Jane Lediatt, 7 
July 19 Samuel Stock, 


Hannah Cox, 7 
Sarah Cole, 7 
'Barthſheba Green, 7 
George Poulton, 7 
Martha Oſborne, 7 
Sarah Potter, 7 
Thomas Conſtable, 7; 
Sarah Dean 3 


Dec. 4 Thomas Green 14 


William Wright 14 
Michael Jacobs 14 
Thomas Ricketts 14 
William Ricketts 14 
Nathaniel Maſh 7 


1759 William Gibbons 7 
Apr.16 Jas. Chipperfield 14 


Thomas Edwards, 14 
William Cockley, 14 
James Jones, 7 
Sarah Carryſon, 7 
Ann Chaulkley, 7 
Mary Drake, 7 
Robert Bones, 7 
Mary Waſket, 7 
Joſeph Decks, 7 
Jeffery Eriff, 7 
Edward Ginn, 7 


Nov. 1gWill. Nott, ſenr. 14 


Will. Nott, junr. 14 
Joſeph Sutton, 14 
George Jackſon, 14 
Elizabeth Darby, 7 


| 124 f 


Matthias Seal, 


176g Henry Saunders, 
May 14 William Cook, 


1750 


17560 John Ives, 7 
Apr. 3 John Shonk, 14 
John Thomas, 14 

Henry Reed, 7 


Thomas Lent, 7 
John Wigſtead, 7 


Alexander Kilgrove 7 


Ann Smith, 7 
Tho. Mead, junr. 7 


Sep. 20 John Con, 14 


Hannah Reed, 14 
John Gibbin, 14 
Iſaac Barker, 14 
William Pye, 


Richard Harris, 
Thomas Onion, 
Nicholas Scott, 
William Knight, 


John Mitchell, 


Mary Shelly, 


Thomas Shelly, 


Robert Samuel, 


Sarah White, 7 
John Turnbull, 7 
Thomas Bland, 7 
Samuel Weſtley, 7 
George Jacklon, 7 
John Turrell, 7 
Richard Brewer, 7 Summer 
Joſhua Lobley, 7 Aſs 
Aug. 16 Tho. Brockwell, 14 1731 


Years, Years, 
1561 Tho. Mead, ſenr. 14 Aug. 16 Richard Snell, 7 
7 Apr. 8 Phillip Shelly, 14 William Warner, 7 
Mary Hall, 7 Thomas Taylor, 7 
Andrew Pollard, 7 Thomas Brown, 7 
William Gaſon, 7 Samuel Vincent, 7 
Rob. Swan, alias Thomas Baker, 7 
Barker, John Clarke, 7 
Thomas Smith, 7 Giles German, 7 
Sarah Knights, 7 Ralph Jefferſon, ? 
Eleanor Lander, 7 
OR. 19John Barlow, 14 SALISBURY. 
William King, 14 1769 James Ball, 
William Bury, 14 Lent Charles Gay, 
William Heſlor, 14 Aſſizes. Thomas Rye, 
Richard Uggles, 14 Thomas Durrel, 
Mary Braley, alias} _ Anthony Gregory, 
Oſborne, 7 Thomas Roſe, 
Robert Willers, 7 William Sanders, 
1762 Mary Smith 7 Elizabeth Watts, 
Apr. 19 William Rayner 7 Thomas Knapp, 
William Brown 7 John Young, 
Elizabeth Smith 7 Richard Street, alias 
Elizabeth Finch 7 Ploughman, ; 
Ann Wright, 7 Edward Kimber, 
Nov. 20 Thomas Godſrey, 14 William Fiſher, 
William Thorpe, 14 1749 Samuel Roberts 
Ann Taylor, 7 Summer Joſeph Hardy 
Hugh Handling, 7 Ates Andrew Baily 


Benjamin Brown 


7 
7 Lent Aſ-Richard Croſſe 
14 he. Mark Edwards 


Iſaac Gingel 

Thomas Blake 

Leonard Box 

John Miller 

Samuel Ward 

JohnBauſkin,alias 
Winter 

Charles Gay 

Tho. Durrell junr. 


14 Lent Aſ-Tho. Cawley junr. 


14 fixes Jane Bridgeman 
14 Summer George Blackdon 
14 Afſnes William Roby 
14 1732 James Ladd 


14 Lent Aſ-Joſeph Lads 
7 jſnes Aaron Robins 


6-8 


Summer 
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Etwell 1738 Patience Grizic Fire- 1731 Devizes. | 
ien Shen Tanner „e tba William Marſham 
Ezabeth Weeks William Wiltſnire 17352 Saliſbu ury. 


1753 Jakes Kilpatrick, Richard Thomas John Francis - 
Lent I. alias Perry 1759 John Giles. Ann Sutton 4 
ſeꝛes James Skule Len Aſ-John Edmunds Devizes. 
1754 John Wale ſenr. ſizes. Thomas Harrington Charles Cults: 
Lent Aſ-Thomas Poole Thomas Gale Warminſter. 5 
fires William Carey Harry alias Henry Bad- Charles Stanton 
illiam Banning mington 1734 m6 Se. | 
homas Fletcher John Lee James Gray 
Joſeph? Partridge Martha Eacot alias Deyizes. 
Richard Phillips. 7 Bryant - Henry Evans 
Summer Gideon Papps | William Wordly | Warminſter. 
Aiꝛes. Margaret Dawſon Joſeph Hicks Thomas Waters 
1755 Solomon Jacob Sunmer Thomas Pewd Henry Glover .- 
Lent A Thomas Conway Aſſes, William Kaines Nlarlborough. 
fizes, John Sherwood 1760 Thomas King Edward Munday 
William Mayris Lent Aſ- Richards Biggs James Surtain 
Thomas Cooke fixes, Robert Miles | J. ohn Horton 
William Coulter Matthias Little 1734 81 Saliſbury. 
William Jefferies 1761 Gabriel John Leiger Ann Pinchin 
Summer James Tucker Len 4 Betty Cotton Mary Pinchin, 
Aſſizes. Eſther Thomas fixes, Chriſtopher Kempton 1756 Marlborough. 
1756 Anthony Auſt John Mullens Richard Jones 
Lent A John Aſpinal 1762 Henry Mullens Thomas Twine 
fixes. Michael, Giddings Lent 4j- John Hooper Willam Millar | | _ 
Alexander Baugh e, Henry Penny | 1758 , Warminſter, 
John Roberts Leonard Willis | Charles Bayley 4 
Summer John Wills Summer George Dinham _ . 1760 _ -. - Saliſbury. it 
Affzes. Eliz. alias Betty Alex- Aſiꝛes John Eyres alias Ri- - William: Neale 4 
ander chard Talbot Benjamin Cox 1 
1737 Thomas Bowman 1763 William Davis William Cromwell \| 
Lent A John Ely Lent Aſ-Henry Nuttley 1762 Saliſbury. | 
ſizes, Edward Matthews ſiꝛes. Steven Flower a Leonard Gale 
Summer John Bezar alias Lewis William Humphreys Devizes. 
| Aſſnes. John George Ann Foſter William Maggs 
1758 Robert Martin Summer William Kneller * Devizes. 
Lent A/ John Giles Aſſnes John Scutt John Ingram 


fixes. Sarah May " 1 | 
James Lancaſter From the ſeveral Quarter Seſſi- I. A N CAS T E R. 


Ann Weſton alias Wil- ons ſor the County. 1750 Matthew Haworth | 
ſon | 1749 Devizes. Y James Ward 9 
Elizabeth Marks William Pinnock Eduard Entwiſſe | 
Edward Harman __ Marlborough. Richard Brown - | | 
Sunmer Iſaac Field John Compton James Bautys, - f 
e, Thomas Clarke alias 1750 - | Devizes, William Kendal | "" 
| Williams Edwaid on _— W Tarbuck | 


37 | John 


1731 John Thompſon 
John Leſter 
James Scolcroft 
Auguſtine Holmes 
James Wadſworth 
George Pillſbury 
James Shaw 
Charles Hamilton 
James Healey 
1732 Alice Nixon 
John Foſter 
John Hardman 
Thomas Chadwick 
Richard Nutter 
John Unſworth 
Henry Bradſhaw 
James Sumner 
Ann Stewart 
John Whitehead 
Roger Riding 
| Abraham Morris 
1754 Edmund Hoult 
William Fartley 
George Summocks 
James Yate 
Thomas Smethurſt 
Thomas Nuttell 
Abraham Turner! 
Joſeph Curtain 
Fohn Williams 
Richard Tomlinſon 
John Bateſon 
Samuel Crabtree. 
Jane Kellet 
1755 James Samples 
Violet Stuart 
Hugh Lamb 
John Scaiſbrige 
James Woodburne 


1733 


Elizabeth Wilkinſon 


Alice Yeats 
Freeman Eccleſton 
John Taylor - 
Edward Leech 
Edward Taytor 
2736 Edward Bradſhaw 
John Ha miſon 
John Roberts 
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1756 John Partington 
William Bolden 
John Sharples 
Richard Procter 
John Smith 
John Stanop 
John Taylor 
John Leaver 
1757 Joſeph Brooks 
Bridget Lun 
Ann Bolden 
John Frazier 
James Halſwood 
John Wearing 
Nathaniel Preſcott 
Ann Williams 
Hamet Hamilton 
Rachael Read 
Peter Bleas 
Joſeph Clegg 
Jacob Dawſon 
Adam Greenwood 
William Green 
John Haugh 
William Clarkſon 
James Curie 
Thomas Pollet 
Thomas Croſſwell 
Maria Davis 
Henry Preſcott 
John Ramſbotham 
Matthew Meadowcroft 
Robert Slater 
John Bottomley 
John Hoult 
Jonathan Chadwick 
John Whitfield 
1739 John Quick 
James Laver 
John Back inſtone 
Robert Butterworth 
Robert Mills 
Robert Hoult 
James Banber 
John Pickles 
Robert Saliſbury 
Richard Lord 
Thomas Grimſhaw 


1758 


1750 | 
Lent Af. Thomas Wood 7 


Edward Speſicer 
Henry Jack/on 
1760 Peter Dewhurſt 
Richard Smith 
James Stansfield 
William Parr 
Ann Watſon 
Ana Hamilton 
James Scott 
William Fenney 
1761 Alice Hartcliffe 
John Gregſon 
Robert Crampton 
William Jepſon _ 
William Flemming 
John Mather 
James Bainbridge 
1762 John Collier 
Hannah Barnes 
| Mary Walch 
Sarah Clarkſon 
Alice Hollands 
James Gardner 
176g John Jenkinſon 
Giles Roobotham 
Elizabeth Togg 
Sarah Shanks 
James Chetham 
Richard Hamiſor: 
John Walker 
Nancy Parlington 
Edward Fiſher 
William Roughſedge 
Years. 


1749 DERBY. 


| Lent Af-Jervice Johnſon 14 


fres John Armſtrong 7 
Mary Kethering- 
ton otherwiſe ( 7 
Carridice 
Robert Harriſon 7 
John Maulkin, jun. 7 


Summer John Mackdonall 7 


4ſſnes Joſeph Meere 7 


Summer 


£7 1950. . Tears. 
E Summer Gec e Twelves «7 
$4 Aſus. Will am Peach 


EpiphanySamiyel Carnall 
Seſſions. George Lowe 7 


1751 ; 
Lent Af. William Anderſon14 Eaſter 
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Years. 


1760 Thomas Jones ali- }; 


7 Lent Aſ. as Taylor 7 
7 ſacs. John Jones 7 
William Needham 7 
Hannah Handley 7 
Sarah Griffith 7 


1732 Thomas Bateman 7 Seſſions. Eliz. Brichinald 7 


Sum. ¶ Samuel Farnefworth Sum. Aff. Eliz. Harriſon. 


1753 John Naſh 14 
Len! A, John Rayner 
Sum. Aff. William Maſſey 7 


1754 | 
Lent A/ Richard Croſby 14 
Summer Mark Morton 14 
Aſſes. George Bradway 14 
1755 Thomas Hully T 
Sum. Af. Daniel Parley * 
1756 Rich. Bailey alias } , 4 
Lent Aſ- Boeley h 
fixes. Richard Snailam 7 
1757 Elizabeth Anderſon 7 
Summer Thomas Ratcliff 14 


Aſjzes Ralph Swan 7 
Sarah Smith . 
John Wright 7 


Lent Aſ- Martha Wright * 
fires, James Heath 14 
James Hall 14 
Edward Cotton + 
Rebecca Palmer 7 

Mary Tipper 2 

1758 Anthony Allcock 7. 


Lint IV Peter Wood 14 
faes, William Flinders 7 
Jonas Shelton 


William Burton 7 
George Adlington © 77 
Summer Paul Hagg F 
Aſſzes. John Gregory 14 
1759 Thomas Smith 14 


Lent Aſ-Mary Ward 7 
es. Mary Launder . 
Summer J oſe ph Alſopali-) 


Aſſaes. as Geo. Taylor 


John Hedley 14 

James Hedley 7 
7 
+ 


10 


Rebecca Hedley 
Mary Boam 


1764 


Richard Pearſon. 7: 


City of LINCOLN: 


Joſeph Bains 7 


1749 
1750 


James Caſh 
Margaret Wilſon ) 
Sep. Jacob Wills 14 
Jonas Smith Life 
John Smith Life 
Ha mon Maltby Life 
William Williams 14 
John Siberry 14 
John Hopkinſon 14 
Charles Smith 14 
Sep. Joſeph Cole = 
1751 Richard Hardy 14 
Thomas Winn 14 
Thomas Habbott 7 
Robert Willford 7 
Elizabeth Brown 
George Fillingham 14 
Sep. John Bucknell 14 
1752 John Clark 14 


Thomas Hardy 14 


Chriſt. Whitland 14 


County of LINCOLN. 


Mathew Robinſon - 


Ambroſe Elliott 14 
Richard Smith 7 


Richard Green 7 
Samuel Jackſon 
Edward Imingham 


Joſeph White 


7 
7 

Edward Dalton 7 
* 
7 


Richard Stimpſon 14 
John Whetſtone 14 


Robert Smeetron 14 


7* 
7. Lent John Broadbent 7 


Tears. 


John Dobbikon 7 


Richard Pinchbeck 7 


Richard Allen 7 
Robert Barratt 7 
Thomas Sharman 7 


1733 Joſeph Sharpleſs 7 
April Henry Ward: 14: 
Thomas Dixon 14 


John Scoles 14 
William Falkner 7 


Ignotus Southwell 7 
Thomas Raworth : 7 


William Terry 7 


William Ey les 7 


Jeremiah Baggſhaw 7 


Sep. John Ward 7 


1753 George Abbott 7 
April. William Ellis 7 


1754 John Barker. 14 


Stephen Boys 14 


Richard Bugg 14 


Richard Maddis 
Sep. Robert Huddleſton 


1754 Joſeph Marriott 14 
: Edward Wilſon 14. 
April Jane Matchett 7 


1755 John Ladley 14 


William Lightfoot 14 


Thomas Smith 14 
John Richardſon 14 


John Plant 7 
Thomas Dyaſs 7 
Frances Gibbs 7 
William Taylor 7 
OR. Thomas Vickus 7 


1755 Joſhua Cartwright 7 


April John Smith 14 


1756 Richard Johnſon 7 


Oct. William Foſter 14 
1756 John Deſborough 14 


Walter Waite 7 


7 April Hallſworth Thorneti4 
1757 Tho. Butterworth 7 


Thomas Wood 7 
Paul Balſover 
William White 


Wiltiam Atkinſon 7 
. 


Years, 


Oct. Thomas Whitby 14 


1757 AnthonyHutchinſon7 
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1763 William Roberts 


Years. 


1756 Catheri1 Exile of 
Midſum. David 


Thomas Brown 7 1749 MNewcaſile-upon-Tyne, Syſums. Mary Burp ſpinſt. 7 
John Baxter 7 ChriſtmasElizabeth Black 7 AnnThoinplonſpin.7 
Sarah Grey 7 Sejons Elizabeth Farguſon 7 Ann Gardiner ſpin. 7 
Mary Bee 7 Aaron Paul 7 Alſjies. Jane Campbell 7 
Michael Wafs i [Chriſtian Anderſon 7 Thomas Hughe 7 
April William Atkinſon 14 Aff res Ann Simplon 14 George Carr 7 
1738 Robert Hoyes 14 1749 Barbara Crawford 7 James Everell * 
"George Toyn 7 A/nes Dorothy Paul 7 Robert Cuthbertſon 7 
John Plumbtrce 7 1730 | Mic. S Ann wiſe of John 
Oct. Thomas Roberts 7 Faſler Ann wife of Rich- 1757 Manners 37 
1758 William Parker Life Sons ard Trotter Aſiꝛes. John Scott 2 
John Mackey 14 Afnes John Roſs 7 1738 John Whitlock 


Francis Wilks 14 
Ralph Stimpſon 14 
WilliamStevenſon 14 


Michael Drewry 14 
John Booth 7 
Sarah Lown 7 
April Eſther Wait 7 
1759 Tho. Tuxworth 14 


William Gybſon 7 
Samuel Simplon 7 


Oct. John Shaw 14 
1759 William Pell 14 
Chhriſt. Johnſton 14 
Richard Dring 14 

John Arliſe 14 

. Richard Foſter 14 
Oct. John Young 7 
1760 Thomas Parratt 14 


John Houlfworth 7 
Simon Worrall 14 


Chriſt. Goodhand 14 


April Thomas Bird 14 
1 1701 John Morris 14 
william Worrall 14 
james Rouſe 7 


\ /» WilliamBlackbourn 7 
Oct. Stephen Bond 7 
- Walter Grahan 7 
John Kew 7 
April William Tunſtall 
1762 Barnabas Stevenſon 
Nay John Taverner 
1763 John Broẽnm 
Willam Capes 


ChriſtmasAnn wife of James 


Seſſions Gray, | 


Elizabeth Atkin- } 


| fon, ſpinker 


1751 Will. Dunn yeoman 7 
Midſum. Mathew Cuthbert 


Seſſions James Willſon 


its Richard Trotter | 
Mic Sr}, Edward Matthews 7 


1752 Mathew Archer 
Aſſizes John Wood 
Chir. S: Durham Hills 
1753 Ann Dawkin 
Ales Love Redhead 
1754 John Bailey 
Aſſes Mary, wiſe of 


John Elliott M4 Aſſeꝛcs. Richard Curtis Life. 
1753 Hen. Bailey, hang d 14 1739 Sarah Anderſon 14 
Chri/l, Mary,, wiſe of Chri/tm. Eleanor Scott 7 
S. ions John Curry a 7 Sons. Elizabeth Clark 7 
Eaſter John Fleming 7 AnnThompſon a- 
Selſions Mary wife of John lias Foreſter 7 
Hall (7 Aſfzes. James Barber 7 
Alice Brack, widow 7 Eafler Jane Nixon 7 
Ann wiſe of John Se/frons. Elizabeth Grey 7 
Shaw 7 Jane Engliſh 7 
Hannah Turnbull } Margaret wiſe of 
1755 widow 7 Robert Smith 57 
Mi}. Se William Hunter 7 Miaſum Jane wile of John 
Aſjnes Roger Turhit Life Sion. Atkinſon 7 
1756 Elizabeth Briſcoe, Martha Hunter 7 
pinſter Ann wile of Mich. 


Chr. Sef. 


Jane Wallisſpinſter; 


7 
Cirilm, William Pettit 7 
Seſſions. Walter Laverick 7 
Eaſt. Se. Robert Foreſter 7 


j 7 | Jane wife of len 
drew Anderlon 
7 Margaret Anderſon 7 
7 John Robſon 7 
14 Eleanor wife of } 
Stephen Browell 


7 mariner \ , 
Midſum. Elizabeth Coats 7 
7 Seſfions, Tfabella Troop 7. 
7 Iſabelia Farguſon 7 
7 Marg. Greenwater 7 


7 MꝛRäaiſey Smith 


Eleanor Cockbourn 7 


17 


Anderſon 


Sarah Oliver Ipinſt. 7 Mic. Sf. Mary Roblon ſpin. 7 


Iſabella 


\ 


| 


\\ Yiars. 


1761 Iſabella Kenedy, ſp.7 1733 William Knight 
Chr. Seſſ. Eliz. Miller 4 7 Richard Bennet 
| Dand _ | John Nichols 
Mic. Se Elizabeth Baxter 7 1757 Gerame Tink 
Jane Smith other- | Jan. 22 William Martin 
7 
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wiſe Jane wiſe Peter Knight 
| of G. Robinſon Iſaac Pill 
1762. Jane Sharp, ſpin. _ 7 Thomas Tregurtha 
Curiſim. Thomas Watlon 7 John Stanbury 


Seſſons. MaryPyeburn widow? | William Binney 


Aſſizes. William Vaſey 7 Elizabeth Nancey 
Jan Davits, alias) Barnard Cock 
n David ſen, alias | 7 Prudence Cock 
1763 - Jacobſen 


Mary Collings 
Suſanna Collings 
Grace Woone 
Sep. 28JohnRoed 


Chr. Seſſ. William Tindale 7 
Mic. Se. Thomas Watlon 7 


LAUNCESTON. Peter Roberts 
1753 William Backway Grace Kittoe 
Apr. 1j Benjamin Winn Benjamin Wills 
John Moore | William Allen 
William Nicholls 1738 John Berryman 

Richard Retallick Feb. 16 Samuel Nicholls 
John Harris Rachael Swigg 
17:4 William Davey Mary Beſt - 


May ) Benjamin Stribley 
James Tretheway . 
Robert Kneebone 
 Humphery Goodman 
Richard Holman 
Daniel Certain 
William Thomas 
Robert Geake 
17353 Thomas Goyne 
May 6 Charles Vincent 


| Mary Treziſe 
Apr. 27 Humph. Mouſhell, 
alias Mouſe 
John Colwell _ 
1759 John Wearne 
May 4 Ann Thomas 
Wilmot Phillips 
Mary Harvey 
John Cattle 
Hercules Hoſkyn 


James May 1760 Hu. Goodman 2d.time 
Benjamin Steed Apr. 19 Samuel Jefferys 
Margaret Judd William Boiſs 
Bartholomew Sampſon James Parker 


William Thomas Jaſper Strout 


Richard Giles Thomas Wilkins 
Richard Stevens Elias Roach 

John Giſt Richard Wills 
William Tapper John Death 

Will. Ridley Gogue 1761 John Deeble 
Walter Eddy Mar. 27 William Swigg 
Malachi Bath 1762 Sampſon Reynolds 
Charles Lee 


3 F 


Sep. 3 Emmanuel Nicholls 


William Eddy 
1763 Henry Care 
May 31 Francis Trewheela 


1760 City of WORCESTER. 
Mar. 12 Mary Williams 
1901/14 3+- | 
Mar. 18 John Higgins 
County of WORCESTER. 
1752 Peter Green 
Decem, William Taylor 
John Bound 
William, Cooke 
Richard Pye _ 
John Hammonds 
John Cox 
1753 John Green 
June 2bRowland Spencer 
Joſeph Beets. - 
Richard, Davis 
Mark Scriven 
Thomas Rogers 
Mary Hoſkins 
William Burrow 
Decem. William Attwood 
Thomas Baylis 
John Fullford 
Richard Sanders 
1754 Joſeph Gloſter 
July 27 Thomas Griffis 
John Jones 
William Hawkes 
John Broad 
Aug. Charles Williams 
John Hanbury 
Edmund Higgins 
1755 Thomas Bevan 
July John Berry 
John Brown. 
John Elcock 
John Ward 
Edward Wilkes 
James Harris 


Decem. Richard Twiſbrooke 


John Evans 
Ann Grove 
Edward Cheeſe 
Ann Gillity 


« Samuel 


1735 Samuel Barlow 
Decem. William Price 
1759 John Cooley 
Sept. John Willmore 
Richard Peters 
John Smith 
William Hazlehurſt 
James Dandy 
Elizabeth Jones 
1737 Sarah Reed 
Jan. Thomas Grove 
Caleb Moreton 
Joſeph Taylor 
Samuel Craddeck 
1748 William Ellis 
June 20Thomas Attwood 
oſeph Allright 
omas Dee 
John Sorrel 
John Veal 
Ann Smalman _. 
Elizabeth Richards 
Elizabeth Jones 
Ann Cox 
Thomas Duncer 
Joſeph Dovey 
John Sheinton 
Joſeph Jones 
John Lobridge 
Lancelot Holmes 


Phil. Hodges 
Will. Hart 
17539 Henry Jepſon 

Nov. 4 john Court 
William Hurſt 
July 27 Samuel Watkins 
William Hayton 
William Lane 
John Smith 
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July 1 John Gyles 
Mary Granger 
1761 Elizabeth Robinſon 
Dec. 12 John Williams 
Nicholas Lloyd 
Mary James h 
Mar. 26 John: Mackdonald 
ThomasRandlealias 
Randall 


W. Allard aliasHallard 


Suſanna Guiſe 
Jane Baylis 
Hannah Davis 


July 19 Thomas Bowers 


John Horton 
1762 Sarah Green (died) 
Nov. 17 Thomas Will | 
William Jackſon 
Joe Bravier 
ohn Young 


John Binghall 
1757 James Clarke 7 
Summer John Davis 14 


Aſſnes. Frances Young 7 
Thomas Bird . 7 

1738 William Goodman 7 
Lent A, Thomas Adams 14 
fares, Thomas Buckley 7 
Thomas Sharpe #7 
Robert Broome 7 
Summer Richard Fennell 14 
Aſſes. Edward Scott 14 
Peter Nitingale 14 
— — 14 

1739 Edward Fitzjohn 7 


Lent Aj- John Harford 7 


fixes, Joleph Wright 7 


John Dyſon - 7 
Edward Piddington7 
Richard Putt 7 


1763 Richard Cherrington Summer William Ingram 14 


Apr. goJohn Child 
John Mathews 


Iſabella Chellingworth Sum. 4. John Simmons 


John Bowen 


1753 NORTHAMPTON. 
Lent A Solomon Miller 14 


Summer John Byles 
Aſſaes John Hurſt 14 


their Sum. Af. William Stains 14 


Fol. Berrow {the in 1754 Samuel Garner 14 
paſlage 1735 Richard Yardly 14 


Lent A, John Mail 


William Mail 14 
Summer John Clark alias 5 

Aſſius. Tho. Checkley 4 

1736 John Lucas 14 


Lent Aſ-Thomas Burnby 14 
ee John Clarke 14 


1760 Joſeph Jackfon (died) Summer Joſeph Norgave 14 


Tan. 29 John Cotterell 


JohnKnightley alias) 


Humphreys 

Robert Penrice 
Wiiliam Baſſage 
July 1 Jonathan Homer 
John Shakeſpear 


Aſſnes. ThomasHay wood. 
alias Baker 7 
Richard Grey 
Richard Smith a-) 

lias Hurſt 1 7 
John Coleman 7 
Samuel Draper 7 


Aſſnes, George George 14 


1760 John Glover 14 
14 
1761 John Nelſon 7 


July 16 Will. Hitchens Years. Lent Af. Thomas Cooper 7 


fixes, Adam Bailey 7 
Robert Wood 7 

Sum. I Mohn Cooper 14 
1762 William White 14 
Lent Af- William Parſons 14 
ſixes, Thomas Stringer 14 
Sum. A John Kirk 7 
1763 Martha Lenton 7 


Lent A. John Lovell 7 


City and County of 
1749 EXETER. 
Apr. 3 John Chappel 
Sep. 18 John Smith 
1750 | 
Sep. 17 John Gammon 7 
1751 


— — 


7 Sep. 16 Mary Rouſe 7 
G4 7 


21 Cath. Southward 

1732 Emanuel Oſborn 
Apr.17 alias Oſmond 7 | 
1753 Hannah Colwell 14 
Apr, 


175 | 2 
3 Thomas Thomas 7 1748 SHREWSBURY. Aug. 13 George Lloyd 7 


7 Aug. 53 William Prichard 7 


OR. 29 Mary Bickford 
7 Mar. 17Joſeph Jones 14 


17534 Joleph Clark 


Apr. 8 Mary Wood 7 Richard Jones 14 
1736 Garret Tobbin 7 
May 1oEdward Martin 7 John Williams 7 

1757 Ann Geoftreys 7 
Nov.21Robert Hoſkins 7 Rachael Davies 7 


1758 Jam. RicealiasJohns7 1749 Thomas Barnfield 7 


June 12J0hn. Manly 7 July 24 ThomasBiſhop 7 
OR. 2 Elizabeth Trumble 7 Thomas Habberley 7 
1739 Mary Shepherd 7 Mar. 23 Thomas Nicholas 14 
Mar. 5 Eliz. Shepherd 14 James Caſkleake 
Nov.26Eliz. Godbeare 7 alias Hough 
1760 Abraham Durham 7 Thomas Evans 7 
June 2 John Bennet 7 John Pugh 7 
1762 Richard Wakely 7 Thomas Richards 7 
June 11Mary Drewe 7 
Aug. 3 Henry Gregory 7 1730 Rowland Fletcher 7 
Aug. 14 David Goſling 14 
| Thomas Turner 14 


APPLEBY, Weſtmoreland. 
Cath. Williams 14 


1750 TebayaliasTebah 
Aug. 22 Wilſon 

1753 A Peter Davies 7 
Aug. 3 Samuel Hodgſon 14 Mar. 18 Roderick Hughes 7 
1757 John Lindſay 14 Elizabeth Kitchen 7 
Aug.19Richard Byram 14 1731 Thomas Riding 7 


1759 Eliz. wiſe of Iſaac) June 29 Thomas Gittins 14 
William Hick man14. 


Aug. 23 Hodgſon, other- \ 
wiſe Eliz. Swin- 4 Thomas Barker 14 

1760 bank, widow Samuel Haycox 7 
Aug. 14 Thomas Ealls 14 Thomas Barney 7 


Pemple Pearſon 14 Diana Davies 7 
1732 Zachariah Bowdler 7 


1749 PLYMOUTH. July 24 John Farmer 14. 
Eleanor wife of 14 


July 10 Neal Mac Daniel 7 
Johan. Calleſon wid. 7 
Aug. 7 John Paſcoe 
1751 John Lux 
July 22 John Pearce 
1735 Edward Bant 


Rich. Brinham 


1753 Richard Jones 14 
Mar. 19 Francis Taylor 14 


Apr. 21 Elizabeth Samuel Jones 14 
1757 John Hodgſon 7 
Nov. 21 Suſanna Clark 7 Margaret wile of) 
1763 Alexander Dewell 7 Robert Griffiths ( 7 
alias Evans 


July 25 William Rickard 7 
John Hinton 7 
John Edwards 7 


Mary Tart E 


John Jones ED = 


William Gale 14 
John Manſell 14. 
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Years. | Years, 


1754 


William Clark 7 
John Roberts 7 
Charles Eaſthope 7 
Richard Lee 7 
Edward Eabrey 7 


Mar. 27 James Price 14 


John Price 14 
Hen. Gardner a- 
lias L. Strange 7 
Walter Tzough 7 
Cha. Jones ek 7 


Cobler Waterman 


Aug. 3 


1755 


Richard Jones 2, 


Richard Mountfort 7 


Peter Medlecot 14 


Arthur Powell * 


William Holmes 7 


John Machlin 3 


Mar. 17 William Dawſon 14 


July 28 Humphery Foreſt 14 


1756 


Mar. go Walter Harris 


Mary wife of Wil- 


Ilias Jordan 


Richard Teckoe 7 
John Vaughan 7 
Alice Worſey 7 
Richard Colley 7 


Margaret wife of 
Samuel Lee 
John Nicholas 
Thomas Evans 
John Jones 
Thomas Rycroft 


by wy 
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Henry Preece 
William Cran 
Mary wife of John 
Jackſon 
Thomas Garnet 
alias Garner 


liam Cran 
Richard Meredith 
Thomas Jones 
Mary Williams a- 


— 
— 2 «ag OW — — — 


Thomas Wilcox 


Aug. 17 Rich. Powell, jun. 14 


Mary Adams 7 


Thomas Clifford 7 


— 


Years. 


Eleanor 


Aug. 5 William Manſill 


Years, 
175) Eleanor Rogers 14 

Mar. 5 Thomas Edwards life 

14 July 28 


Robert Johnſon 


William Liciter 14 


Mary Davies 8 


John Lane 

John Wainwright 
Martha Jackſon 
Mary Kirkham 
Mary Appleby 
Edward Collins 
John Jackſon 
Elizabeth Evans 
Edward Manſill 


Eleanor Davies 
James Woof 14 

- William Edwards 14 
Samuel Hayward 14 
Francis Hayward 14 
James Jones 7 
Elizabeth Hudſon 7 
Thomas Richardſon 7 


WJ JJ JI JIWwID TT wx 


William Hewlin 


Mar. 17John Powel 
Robert Rous 
Mary Freeman 
James Morris 
Samuel Butcher 
July 17 Edward Pearce 
John Tilſley 
John Fallows 
1739 Sarah Dicken 
Mar. 27 John Harris 
> I Margaret Davis 
E - | Edw. Thirchild } 
| alias Child 
Ann Newbert 
Thomas Davies . 
Aug. 6 John Cleaton 
1760 Richard Child 
July 28 Abigail Wigley 
George Row 
1761 John Jones 
Mar, 2g Mary Downton 
Thomas Knight 


7 


William Challenor 7 
1748 T. jones alias Crank 7 


14 


7 


7 
7 
7 
14 


TW: #4 


John Teditill 7 
Mary Meredith 7 
Jane Young 14 
William Taylor #7 
Rowland Bates 7 
Robert Williams 7 
Elizabeth Groom 7 


1762 Sarah Jones 7 
Mar. 20William Smith 14 


Elizabeth Granby 
John Chettoe 
William Gethew 


John Griffith 
Elizabeth Jay 
Mary Pigeon 7 


Aug. 4 John Place 14 


Mary Abbot 14 
Rheeſe Jones 14 


1763 Abram Poole 14 
March Elizabeth Parry 7 


Sarah Hughes 7 
Samuel Bach 7 
Jane Somerall 7 


City of YORK. 


William Milner 14 
Will. Saunderſon 14 
John Veckers 14 
Thomas Heckler 7 
Thomas Willon 7 
Jemina Pinkney 7 


Caſtle of YORK. 


Thomas Starting 14 
Humphrey Powell 14 
Abr. Barraclough 14 
Joſeph Fryer 14 
Thomas Thorley 14 


Hugh Boyd 14 


William Forge 14 
Thomas Simpſon 14 
John Thomſon 
James White 
Thomas Taylor 
Samuel Fletcher 
Stephen Harriſon 
Iſaac Cawthry 


ES RES 2 2 


Years. 


7 
7 
7 
Mary Carter 7 
7 
7 


Elizabeth Thiik 


1733 


Ann Fowler 
Mary Bateman 
William Wood 
Charles Peace 


Paul Widdup 


1754 


George Hope 
Samuel Walton 
Roſa mond Winn 


John Birchill 


John Linley 
Matthew Cook 
Thomas Grime 
Michael Kay 
Thomas Stocks 
Robert Bailey 
Eleanor Wilſon 
John Scott 
Robert Burley 
Thomas Evans 
Andrew Cromby 
William Tinſley 
James Elam 
Ann Nightingale 
Richard Smith 


James Brown 


John Bartlett 


- Ifaac Furnis 


1755 


William Milner 
George Milner 
Alex. Thompſon 
John Shipley . 
John Lee 

Henry Graham 
John Yeoman _ 
Elizabeth Green 


Eleanor Larkin 


Jane Milner 
Phillis Pepper 
Joſeph Cartlege 
JaneHemblealias 
Hamble 
Robert Pulleyn 
John Whaley 
AlexanderFrazier, 
alias William 
Dent : 


. — 


Years, 


Elizabeth Ma fte. 


7 
7 
7 
7 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
14 


* 


n 


14 


14 
14 
14 
14 
14 
7 


7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 

7 
. 
ary 
7 

7 

7 

7 

7 
4 


52 
14 


7 
7 


. 


George 
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A Journal of the Proceedings and Search after the Murderes of Thomas Ed- 
wards, from the 18th of March, 1765, until they were diſcovered and appre- 
hended, viz. Edward Drury, Robert Leſlic, and Moſes Baker. 


1 following account of a moſt trorrid and barbarous murder and 
robbery, committed near the city of Coventry, on Friday the 18th 
of March, 1763. - Thomas Edwards, John Spencer, and John Green, of 
the pariſh of Stoneleigh, going home from market late that evening, were 
attacked by three perſons in the fields near Weoberley-Houſe, about 
three hundred yards diſtant from the high road leading to Alleſley, and 
near one mile on the ſaid road; Thomas Edwards being quite ſober, 


made a ſtout reſiſtance with a ſtick, received nine deſperate wounds on 


his head and face, his Kull being fractured, he died the Mondayfollow- 
ing. The other two being in liquor, were ſtruck down, without ſeeing 
cither the two men, or knowing by what number they were attacked; 
each of theſe received three dangerous wounds on their head, and after 
having been robbed of their money, and every thing that was in their 
pockets, were left ſenſeleſs on the ground. Edwards, though fo inhu- 
manly treated, recovered his ſenſes after ſome time, and was able to get 
to a houſe about a quarter of a mile diſtant, where calling up the peo- 
ple, continued ſenſible ſo long as to ſay he had been robbed, and was 
afraid was mortally wounded: being aſked how, he anſwered, coming 
from market, but could not tell whether by three or four people; could 
give no account of his company, and ſoon after became ſpeechleſs, and 
remained ſo until his death. The other two wounded men, after ſome 
time recovered themſelves, and got home to their families, but being in 
liquor, could give no account of this cruel affair. The next morning 
the cock of a piſtol, and part of a broken ramrod, being found in the 
ground where this robbery was committed, (and which 1s within the 
county of Coventry) application was made to me. The parts of a bro- 
ken piſtol being ſhewn me, I immediately ſuſpected either that ſome of 
Lord Pembroke's dragoons, or ſome dilcharged men, from ſome other 
corps, were concerned ui this affair; the three troops of the above, lately 


quartered here, having marched that morning, being Saturday, for War- 


wick, I immediately ſet out after them, in order to apply to the officers 


as ſoon as poſſible, to get a ſtrict examination made into every man's piſ- 
3 E. tol; 
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tol; and which was accordingly done on my-arrival at Warwick, by the 
commanding officer, and with the utmoſt circumſpection and caution; 
but no diſcovery could be made of any man's piſtol being defective or 
wanting, nor were any found in ſuch circumftances. on examining the 
ſtores. | | | 

I arrived at Warwick as the officers were ſet down to dinner. Major 
Barber, on my communicating to them my errand, immediately delired 
to be directed in the ſearch and inquiry by me. I propoſed that every 
troop ſhould immediately have their arms inſpected, and that it ſhould 
be done at one and the ſame time, that by any knowledge of one of the 
troop's being under examination, the other might not have an opportu- 
nity of concealing any arms that might be defective, or any perſons that 
were guilty make their eſcape. Every officer was called down ſeparately 
_ agreeable to my requeſt, and ſent out one by one; ſo that the orders 
given were not known till each perſon on their return, met in the ma- 
jor's apartment; no diſcovery being made. I deſired to have ſome pri- 
vate converſation with the major, I then reminded him of what paſled 


in diſcourſe at my houſe, betwixt him and I, concerning ſome ſuſpicion 


the troops lay under, when quartered at Kilmarnock in Scotland, con- 
cerning the robbery committed near that town upon a farmer; that 
notwithſtanding a direct examination was then made of the troops quar- 
tered there, no diſcovery could be made; that the manner of that attack 
was ſimilar to all the different robberies that had been committed in 
and about Coventry, during the winter, and I thould believe the perſons 
that committed one committed all; I myſelf had a very extraordinary 
eſcape, and Idid think the perſons appeared to be ſoldiers in diſguiſe; 
and I gave it as my opinzon that it was not unlikely, as it was market 
day at Warwick, they might turn out in the evening upon the road, and 
that I ſhould be obliged to him if he would cauſe the quarters of the 
men to be again examined in the evening, which was complied with, 
and every one found in their reſpective lodgings, though 1t appeared 
after they went on the road that night. The major was much diſcon- 
certed that I ſtill remained in my ſulpicion of the troops, and that no 
diſcovery could be made; the cock of the piſtol correſponded with tome 
of their's; and for his own juſtification, deſired every officer to make 
his return in writing. I laid until Sunday morning, and then took my 
leave of the major, and others of the corps, but at the ſame time told 
chem I expected they would hear from me again, as ſoon as I had oy 
| | | ceeded 
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ceeded upon the examination of the men attacked, which I had not done 
previous to my going to Warwick, and which I did that ſame day, on 


my return to Coventry. | 


City of; The Examinatiod of John Green, of Stoneleigh, in the County of Warwick, Day La- 
Coventry. { bourer ; and of John Shencer, of the ſame Place, Day Labourer ; taken upon Oath before 


me, John Hewitt, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the ſuid City and County of the ſame, 


the 17th of March, 1765. | 


And firſt, The ſaid John Green for himſelf ſaith, that on Friday laſt, about 10 o'clock at 


night, he this examinant, in company with one Thomas Edwards, went into the Hare and 
Squirrel ale houſe in the ſaid city, where they fat down in company with two dragoons, and 
one John Floor, of Stoneleigh aforeſaid, and a ſervant belonging to Mr. Clues, of the ſaid 
city, inn-holder, (whoſe chriſtian name is Richard) and the above named John Spencer; 
where they all continued drinkiog together till between 11 and 12 oclock of the fame even- 


ing, and then he, this examinant, (the ſaid John Green) and the ſaid John Spencer, and the 
ſaid Thomas Edwards, ſet out all three towards Stoneleigh aforeſaid, in order to go to their 
reſpeclive habitations there; and going along a certain foot way leading from the ſaid city 


towards Berkeſwell, in the county of Warwick aforeſaid, through a certain cloſe or ground in 
the county of the ſaid city, now or late in the tenure of Samuel Rew, of the ſaid city, innholder, 
he, this examinant, (the faid John Green) was then and there ſuddenly and violently aſſault- 
ed and knocked down by ſome perſon or perſons, to this examinant unknown, aud then and 


there was, by the ſaid perſon or perſons, robbed of half a guinea in gold, nine ſhillings in 
ſilver, and a few halfpence, a ſilk handkerchief, and a ſhut knife, maker's name Hooke, and 
marked on the blade. And the ſaid John Spencer for himſelf faith, that he hath heard the 
aforeſaid examination read, and that he, this examinant, knows the ſame to be true, fo far 
as he, this examinant, is named therein, and verily believes the whole thereof to be true: and 
ſurther ſaith, that he, this examinant, about the time, and in the cloſe or ground aforeſaid, 


was ſuddenly knocked down by ſome perſon or perſons, to this examinant unknown; and 
was then and there, as he verily believes, robbed of fome few halſpence, and a ſhut knife, 


maker's name Hooke, and marked on the blade; and faith that alter he got up and recovered * 
himſelf, he ſound the ſaid John Green lying upon the-ground, within a few yards of this ex- 
aminant; and faith, that he, this examinant hath heard, and verily believes that the afore- - 


ſaid Thomas Edwards was, at the time and in the cloſe aforeſaid, aſlaulted by the ſame per- 


{on or perſons who aſſaulted and r10bbed this examinant and the ſaid John Green, as aforeſaid; . 
and that the ſaid Thomas Edwards is now dangerous ill of the wounds which he received 


from the ſaid perſon or perſons. | The Mark of | 
Sworn al tie ſaid City the Day and Tear) _ JOHN & GRE E N. 
a/oreſard, before me, J. HE w- II T. Ihe Mark of 


JOHN Xx SPENCER. 


City of The Examination of Richard Nixon, of the ſaid City, and ſervant to Mr. Daniel Clues, 
Coventry 3 of the ſame City, Inn-holder, taken before me, Fohn Hewitt, Eſq ; one of has Majeſty's Juſlices 


of the Peace for the ſaid Ciiy, the 1 81h Dey of March, 1765, 
Who ſaith, that he was born near Preſton in Lancaſhire, and about ſeven or eight years 


ago he enliſted into Lord Ancram's regiment of horſe, in which he ſerved about ſour years 
and a half, and was diſcharged at Croy don, in Surry, and ſtom thence he came to Colehill, 
and worked harveſt with one Mr Lee, ncar there, for a little time, and then worked at the 
{ame buſineſs ſor one Mr. Reed of Maxteck; and about. the latter end of laſt ſummer was a 


twelye 
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twelve month, he went with one Jacob Hall, of Colehill aforeſaid, as his hoſilkr, and con- 
tinued with him until about nine or ten weeks ago, and then he came to Coventry, when he 
was about three weeks with Mr. Samuel Rew; ſince which time he has lived with Mr, 
Clues. And this examinant further ſaith, that about g o'clock on Friday night laſt, he, this 
examinant,in company with one Thomas Hanbury, a dragoon in Lord Pembroke's regiment, 
and then quartered at the ſaid Mr, Clues's, went to the Hare and Squirrel ale-houſe, in the 
ſaid city, and there they ſat down and called for a quart of ale, but does not know that there 
were then any other ſtrangers in the ſaid houſe; but ſaith, that ſoon after, Richard Cawfield 
| (alfo ſervant to the ſaid Mr. Clues) and Robert Halbert, another dragoon belonging to Lord 
Pembroke's regiment, and alſo then quartered upon the ſaid Mr. Clues, came in, and fat 
down with this examinant, and the ſaid Hanbury : that they all continued there about an 
hour, and then this examinant went home to his maſter's, and ſtaid at home near an hour, 
and then returned to the Hare and Squirrel again, and there he found the ſaid three other pet- 
ſons and one John Spencer, and ſome other people, whom he, this examinant did not know: 
that about half an hour after his return, the ſaid Richard Cawheld went home, and Raid 
near half an hour, and then returned to the Hare and Squirrel: that the faid John Spencer 
and his company, near 12 o'clock, leſt the ſaid houſe, and ſoon afterwards this examinant, 
and the ſaid Richard Cawfield, Thomas Hanbury, and Robert Halbert, agreed to go home, 
and accordingly went out all together, and went directly home, where he, this examinant, 
ſaw his maſter and his miſtreſs. and a ſervant girl whoſ: name is Elizabeth, who were all 
then up; and his maſter aſked them what made them be ſo late up; and afterwards aſked the 
ſaid dragoons, who were then juſt come in. if they were to _ in the morning, (or ſome- 
thing to that effect) and told them that he wiſhed them well: and this examinant faith, that he 
verily believes that the ſaid dragoons went to bed ſoon after they came in as aforeſaid, being 
then about 12 o'clock; and that his ſaid maſter and miſtreſs then likewiſe went to bed, and 
that nobody then remained up but this examinant, and that he fat down by the kitchen fire 
for near an hour, and untit John the hoſtler came in, when he imagines it was about 1 
o'clock ; and then he, this examinant, went to bed, and lay till betwixt 6 and 7 in the morn- 
ing, and then got up and ſet out a waggon, and then went to one Thomas Prieſtnall's, and 
there he ſaid till after dinner. And this examinant further faith not. | 
Taken at the ſaid City, the Day and Year The Mark of 
aboveſaid, before me, J. HewiTT. RICHARD X NIXON. 
City of The Examination of Fliabeth Milliner, of the ſaid City, Spin/ler, and ſervant to Mr. 
ned Daniel Clues, of the ſame City, Inn-holder, taken upon Oath before me, ohn Hewitt, Eſq ; 
one of his Majejly's Fuſttces of the Peace for the quid City and County of the ſame, the 18th Day of 
March, 1565, 4 | 
Who Aub upon her oath that ſhe very well knows Richard Nixon and Richard Caw field, 
both ſervants to her faid maſter; and alſo knows Thomas Hanbury, and Robert Halbert, 
both dragoons in Lord Pembrokes regiment, and who were lately quartered upon her ſaid 
maſter in the ſaid city; and that ſhe, this examinant, fat up till paſt twelve o'clock at night 
on Friday laſt, or near one o'clock on Saturday morning, in her ſaid maſter's houſe : that 
her maſter and miſtreſs had been gone to bed about an hour before: that che ſaid Richard 
Nixon, Richard Cawheld, Thomas Hanbury, and Robert Halbert, came in together into her 
ſaid maſter's houſe, about balf an hour after twelve o'clock at night, on Friday laſt: that the 
ſaid Thomas Hanbury and Robert Halbert, after fitting there about half an hour, went to bed, 
and immediately ſhe, this examinant, likewiſe went to bed, and ſaith, that ſhe left the laid 
Richard Nixon fitting by the kitchen fire: that ſhe does not remember to have ſeen the ſaid 
| Richard 
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Richard Cawhield, from nine o'clock in the evening aforeſaid, till he came in with the per- 
{ons aforeſaid, as before is mentioned: that about eleven o'clock at night, inthe evening afore- 
ſaid, the ſaid Thomas Hanbury came to the fore door gates of this examinant's ſaid maſter's 
houſe, and called to the ſaid Richard Nixon, (who was then iu the yard) to come out to 
him, and that Nixon anſwered him and bid him go, and he would come to him; or ſomething 
te that effect: and further this examinant faith, that the piece or part of the cock of a piſtol 
now produced by her, was found by her on Saturday morning laſt, in the room where the 
ſaid Thomas Hanbury and Robert Halbert lay in her faid maſter's houſe, when quartered 
upon him as aforeſaid : that the ſaid Richard Nixon was out all the morning of Saturday laft, 
and came home about noon, and was then pretty much in liquor: that the ſaid Richard 
Nixon, and the ſaid Thomas Hanbury, as ſhe, this examinant verily believes, were out to- 
gether from her ſaid maſter's houſe all the night of Monday laſt. And further this exami- 
nant ſaith not. | | | | —_ 
Sworn at the ſaid City, the Day and Year firſt above? The Mark of | 
written, before me, F, HE N ITT. { ELIZABETH IJ MILLENER. 


City of } The Examination of Richard Cawfield, Servant to Mr. Daniel Clues, of the ſaid "City, 
as Pong inn-holder, taken beſore me ohn Hewitt, Eſq; one of has Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace 
for the ſaid City and County-of the ſame City, the 18th Day of March, 1765. 

Who faith, that about nine o'clock in the evening of Friday laſt, he, this examinant went 
to the Hare and Squirrel ale-houſe, in the ſaid city, in company with one Robert Halbert, 
a dragoon of Lord Pembroke's regiment, (who was then quartered upon his ſaid maſter) and 
and fat down there in company with one Richard Nixon, (alſo ſervant to the faid Mr. Clues) 
and one Thomas Hanbury, another dragoon belonging to the ſaid regiment, and then quar- 
tered upon this examinant's ſaid maſter: that ſometime aſterwards one John Spencer, and 
one — Floor, came into the ſaid houſe, and ſat down there in the fame room where he, this 
examinant, and the ſaid ſeveral other perſons, were in: that not long after, Thomas Edwards 
and John Green came iuto the ſaid houſe; that between ten and eleven o'clock in the ſame 
evening, one Martin Sharman's waggon paſſed by the ſaid ale-houſe towards this examinant's 
maſter's houſe; and that the ſaid Richard Nixon went out aſter the ſaid waggon, and was 
gone near an hour, and then returned back to the Hare and Squirrel aforeſaid, where the 
{aid John Spencer, ——— Floor, Thomas Edwards, and John Green flill remained; and he, 
this exaininaut, then left all the aforeſaid perſons in the ſaid ale-houſe, and went home to his 
ſaid maſter's, where he ſtaid about half an hour, and then returned back to the Hare and 
Squirrel ale-houſe aforeſaid, and found only Nixon, Hanbury, Halbert, and Floor, there; 
the ſaid three other perſons being then gone away. Aﬀter this, he, this examinant, and the 
ſaid Nixon, and the ſaid two dragoons, ſtaid there for ſome time, and until they had drank 
two quarts of ale; and then went all home to his, this examinant's maſter's. This exami- 
nant went in at the back door; and when he had got in, he opened the fore door ſor the 
other three, and he, this examinant, went to bed directly: that the ſaid Nixon, and the two 
dragoons, went all together into his maſter's houſe: that he, this examinant, does not re- 
member that any of their ſaid company went out during the whole time they were at the 
Hare and Squirrel as atoreſaid, except this examinant and the ſaid Nixon, as aforeſaid : that 
when they four came away, they left the ſaid Floor at the Hare and Squirrel. And 
ſurther this examinant ſaith not. 


Taken the Day and Year firſl above written, 5 The Mark of 
beſore me, J. Hewitt. RICHARD X CAWFIEL D. 


Mrs. Clues, of the Nag's Head inn, ſaid, that the waggon came in betwixt, 10 and 11 
o'clock, between 11 and 12 Hanburv, the dragoon was at the gates, and came into tbe kit- 


chen of the ſaid inn. 


3 F Aſter 


E 
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After having ſat near thirty hours in taking the foregoing examina- 
tions, there ariſing ſtrong ſuſpicions againſt ſeveral of the dragoons, I 
ſent over a conſtable with a ſpecial warrant to the major, or command- 
ing officer, requiring the 1 up of the dragoons, for their being 


examined before me. 


Coventry. Monday Morning. 
Alderman Hewitt's moſt reſpectful compliments to Major Barber, or 


the commanding officer of Lord Pembroke's regiment of dragoons, at 


Warwick; there was a horrid and moſt barbarous murder and robbery 
committed on Friday laſt, in the night, near this city, and the following 
perſons ſtand flrongly ſuſpected, belonging to the ſaid regiment : this 1s 
to deſire they may be immediately ſecured, and delivered up to me at 


Coventry for examination, agreeable to the law in that caſe made. 
TL MEWS 16. 


* Thomas Hanbury, Robert his comrade, and two others, who I am 
a flranger to, but quartered in the ſame cantonments, with Serjeant 
Wilſon, or Williams. 

To Major Barber, Commanding Officer at Warwick 


S IR, Warwick, March 18, 1765. 

1 have the honour to acquaint you, that in conſequence of your let- 
ter to Major Barber, the ſoldiers lately quartered at the place you men- 
tioned in Coventry, were immediately ſecured. One of whom, by name 
Edward Drury, hath turned king's evidence, and impeached another 
dragoon {not noticed by you) Robert Leſlie, and one more perſon, an 
inhabitant of Coventry, to be the only perſons concerned in the horrid 


affair you mention to have been committed on Friday night laſt. The 
two dragoons are in conlequence ſecured in the goal of this town, by 
an order from Mr. Bean, before whom the above-named Edward Drury 


hath made his affidavit of the whole affair. I purpoſe myſelf the honour 
of calling upon you tomorrow, when I ſhall be ready to receive any 


further commands you may have in conſequence of the above. 


I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, | 
P. &GQLDSWOR:TH . 


Edward Drury, hut was miſ-informed oſhis name. Robert's ſirname could not then 


learn; and tiacrelore ſent the bell deſcription the time adiminted of, leaſt they ſhould eſcape. 
County 
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County of) The Examination of Edward Drury, Soldier in the firſi Regiment of Dragoons; 
Warwick, . Leſtie, Soldier; and Moſes Baker, Ribband-weaver, of Coventry. 
Mar. 18,176; / | 
On the market day before the new Market, we above agreed to go on the highway with. 
two piſtols, and one dark flock; we met two men on horleback, and ſtopped them; thus, 
I, Edward Drury, ſtopped the firſt man, and bid him deliver, or elſe he was a dead man, 
and at the ſame time preſented my piſtol, not being willing to ſhoot him; the farmer being 
reſolute rode off, Then Leſlie knocked the other man off his horſe, who was ſtopped by 
Moſes Baker, and was robbed of about four pounds; then we divided the money, and came 
home about twelve at night. Laſt Friday night we turned out again, all three in diſguiſe, in 
the road to Radford; we walked that road till abont twelve at night, but meeting with no 
ſucceſs, we thought proper to take a freſh road, with a deſign to ſtop ſome waggoner ; but 
no ſooner in the road, than we heard a number of perſons on the road coming from Coven- 
try; we went to give them the meeting, to diſcover how many there was of them; but all 
being full of liquor, we could not diſtinguiſh their tongues, therefore turned back again, and 
got over into the fields, and walked by to get a ſight of them; and a litile after they took the - 
foot road to go over the fields, where we gave them the meeting. We went a-breaſt, Moſes. 
Baker ftopping the fiſt man, demanded his money; Edward Drury ſtopped the next, and de- 
manded his money, and told hin he was a dead wan if he did not deliver; but the man being 
in liquor, told meI was joaking with him. Not willing io ſhoot him, I turned the piſtol about, 
and knocked him down; and ſo did Moſes Baker do the ſame as I did; and Leſlie alſo to 
the third man; and robbed them of about thirty ſhillings. Witneſs my hand, 
| EDWARD DRURY. 


Being ſurpriſed at my orders not being obeyed in the ſending over the 
men, and fearful by this proceeding at Warwick, the whole diſcovery 
might be defeated, Drury's confeſhon, from an error in the juſtice, be- 
ing taken upon oath, and thereby rendered uſeleſs; I again ſent over 
for their being brought before me, agreeable to my firſt order; Which 
was complied with, with a card from Mr. Bean. | | 

Mr. Bean preſents his compliments to Mr. Alderman Hewitt, he ap- 
prehends as the priſoners have been committed by him for a robbe 
in the county of Warwick, that they cannot be removed, if it ſhould be 
thought proper to try them for any other fact committed within the 
county of Coventry, but by a habeas corpus; and hopes Mr. Hewitt 
will take care that they be ſafely re- conducted to Warwick goal, if he 
thinks it neceſſary. | | | 

Tuejday morning. | | 

Drury appeared to be a moſt dangerous and deſigning villain; on his 
being lirſt taken up, he deſired to ſee the commanding officer; being 
taken into the room where the major and head officers were then fitting, 
placing his hands upon the back of a chair, in a very theatrical attitude 

ſpuke as followeth. | 
Gentle-. 
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Gentlemen, Irons are heavy; a goal is diſagreeable; and therefore 


I declare myſelf the king's evidence, and inſiſt upon being carried before 


a magiſtrate to make my confeſſion. 

Which though late at night, and contrary to the orders I ſent over, 
before whom he was to be brought, the major by hurry and miſtake, 
took him before Mr. Bean. | 

It was very fortunate Mr. Bean did not enter upon the propriety or 
impropriety of ſending the man to me after his commitment at Warwick; 
for if he had, I am very ſure part, if not the whole of the offenders, 
would have eſcaped; he not being furnzſhed with the proper matters of 
evidence. Neither would the confeſhon of Drury been of any uſe, as 
he committed an error in the taking it upon oath. 

I took no notice of that confeſſion; and Baker's was the firſt confeſ- 
ſion I took. Drury had conceived an opinion that upon a confeſſion 
he ſhould be able to clear himſelf, by diſcovering two of his accompli— 
ces; this is agreeable to law in cales of felony, but not in murder. This 
proved him a moſt accompliſhed rogue; and that he had it in view, and 
intended it as his laſt refource, upon being apprehended or taken up up- 
on any fact; and always took care to be three in company. 

Upon receipt of Captain Goldſworthy's letter, and anſwer from Ma- 
jor Barber, I cauſed Baker to be apprehended at three o'clock in the 


morning, after a very relolute defence; who after ſeveral hours exami- 


nation, made the following conſeſlion, which I ſat up the whole night 
to take down, leſt any confederate might change his diſpoſition before 


the next day. 


| Coventry The, voluntary Examinalion and Confeſſum of Moſes Baker, taken before me this 19th of 


to wit. J March, 1765, who fays as follows. 
That he was at his maſter's, John Conley's, in Greyfriar-lane, between fix and ſeven 
o'clock in the evening on Friday laſt, when he left work and went home, where he ſaw only 


his wiſe and children; that his firſt acquaintance with Drury and Leſlie, of Lord Pembroke's 


regiment, he lodged oue, viz. Leſlie, at this examinant's houſe, at the ſame time Drury lay at 
Cornbill's, at Spon-end ; that one morning getting up about ſun-riſing, in the beginning of 
Auguſt laſt, he ſaw a ſheep's carcaſe lying 11 the parlour, ſoon after Drury went upon a com- 
mand to London. when Bob Leſlie defired this examinant to ſay nothing of it, and he would 
make it out to him; ſoon after they aſked this examinant if he thould like to go oa the high- 


way; to which he replied, not at all. Soon aſter this examinant, Drury, and Leſlie, went 


to Mr. Lant's, of Wabberly, and ſtole three geeſe; ſoon after, or about the ſame time, they 
alked this examinant to go on the highway, aud laid, they had done it before when in Scot- 
land, at Kilmarnock, and that they ſtopped a man near Kilmarnock, who refuſing to ſtand, 
they hired at him, and ſhot hun through his bounet ; the noiſe of the piſtol frightened the. 

| horſe 
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horſe, and threw his rider; they took three ſhillings from him, cleaned their piſtols, and 
eſcaped diſcovery. That about laſt Friday was three weeks they came to this informanr, 
between eight and nine o'clock at night, and aſked him to go with them upon the Warwick 
road, and they went as far as Wambury- wood, where they attacked with loaded piſtols two 
men coming from Coventry towards Warwick, near to the corner of the wood, when one 
got away; the other was ſtopped by Leſlie, who ſtruck him off his horſe with bis piſtol, and 
rook from him three guineas, an eighteen-ſhilling Piece, and fix ſhillings and fixpence, 
one penny in halſpence, a purſe and a key in it; the purſe was burnt by Drury's wiſe on 
Friday evening laſt after coming home, went to the Folly-houſe out of Biſhop's-gate, one in 
his wife's riding-jacket, another in his old waiſtcoat ; but being diſappointed, they came back 
about eleven o'clotk, and. went upon Alleſley road, and heard ſome people coming from 
town; when hearing John Spencer's tongue, and ſome other perſons, as if they were quar- 
reling, and advancing nearer, they perceived they were engaged and fighting amongſt each 
other; this examinant objected againſt attacking them, for fear of being known, but Drury 
and Leſlie ſaid, black your face and you won't be known, which this examinant did, 
and the ſaid Drury and Leſlie did the ſame with mud; and then this examinant, and the ſaid 
Drury and Leſlie, went up to them in the foot-way in Rew's grounds, near Wabberly, and 
bid them ſtand and deliver their money, when one replied, they were joaking, and would not 
deliver; upon which Leſlie attacked the firſt man, Drury the ſecond, and this examinant the 
laſt, and each knocked down his man; this examinant picked their pockets of their money; 
this examinant picked tne pocket of Edwards, and gave the knife to Drury's wife; Edwards 
when attacked run out of the highway. The two piſtols were Leſlie's that were made uſe of, 
one of which was broke in the attack in the ſtock, which parted from the barrel; the other 
piſtol broke off the cock, and loſt part of the ram-rod, to conceal which, Leflie put his into 
his boots, and delivered them into the ftores the next morning, and took out Drury's before 
they marched for Warwick ; took from the above perſons two half guineas in gold, And 
further this examinant ſaith not. | 

Taten before me, this 19th of March, 2 MOSES BAKER, 


J. HEwirr. 


City of The Examination and voluniary Confeſſion of Edward Drury, a private Soldier in Colo- 
8 nel Fohnſon's Troop, in the Earl of Pembroke's Regiment of Dragoons, now quartered at 
Warwick, taken this 19th Day of March, 1765, before me Fokn Hewitt, Eſq; one of his Majefly's Fuſ- 
wees of the Peace for the ſaid City. | | : 
The ſaid Edward Drury voluntarily ſays and confeſſes, that about nine o'clock on Friday 
evening laſt, he, with Roben Leflie, a private ſoldier in the ſame regiment with this exami- 
nant, and one Moſes Baker, weaver, in Spon Street, in Coventry, met, and ſet out upon a ſcheme 
of robbing upon the highway, and went firſt upon the road to Radford, near Coventry, where 
they continued till about twelve o'clock, but meeting with nobody there, and being diſap- 
pointed of any booty, they returned to Spon-end, at Coventry, ſrom whence they again ſet 
out toward Alleſley, and heard ſome noiſe as of people coming after them upon the road; 
that this examinant, and the ſaid Leſlie and Baker, then watched and way-laid the people 
they bad heard, and Baker having ſome apprehenſion leſt one John Spencer (to whom he was 
known) ſhould be amongſt them, they all beſmeared their faces with mud and dirt, to dil-. 
figure themſelyes ; that they then went on through a cloſe, belonging, as this examinant be- 
licves, to the fandlord of the Mermaid tavern, in Coventry, and near the Alleſley road there, 
and hearing the faid people whom they had been watching, coming on that way, they all 
three turned back and met them; that there were three men together, one of whom Baker 


| firſt attacked, clapped a piſtol to him, and demanded his money; that this examinant then 
3 G preſented 
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preſented a piſtol to another of them, and demanded his money, and told him helwas a dead 
man; and Leſlie knocked down the other of them, who had (as Leſlie told this examinant 
aſterwards) a mop-ſtail in his hand; that Baker's and this examinant's piſtols were both 
charged, but Leſlie had no piſtol; that this examinant knocked down the man he attacked 
with the butt end of his piſtol; that the man who this examinant attacked, appeared to be 
drunk; that the man whom Baker attacked, had a baſket in his hand, with ſome jerſey tied 


up in a white cloth; that Leſlie told this examinant the man he attacked made a great reſiſt- 


ance; that after they had ſearched and taken all the money out of the ſaid people's pockets, 
they left them all three upon the ground, and came back to Thomas Pane's, at the Red Lion 
at Spon-end, in Coventry, and there divided what money and things they had robbed the ſaid 
people of, viz. wo half guineas in gold, and about ten ſhillings in ſilver, likewiſe a knife, 
which was given by Baker to this examinant's wife; that they fat up at Pane's till about three 
or four o'clock, and then Baker left them: and farther this examinant ſays, that the hand- 
kerchief new produced is the ſame handkerchief taken as above, and likewile the piſtol now 
ſhewn this examinant, with the piece of ram-rod, and cock broken off, are belonging to the 
ſame, and is the ſame piſtol he made uſe of to knock down the man he attacked as aforeſaid 
on Friday night laſt. And further this examinant ſays not. 

Taten and ſubſcribed at the ſaid City, the Day and T4 EDWARD DRURY. 


firſt above written, before me, J. HEWITT. 


Coventry The Examination of Robert Leſlie, taken before me, one of his Majefly's Juſlices of the Peace 
to wit, for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows : | | 
That he is a dragoon belonging to Lord Pembroke's regiment, and Col. Johnſon's troop, 
and who was lately quartered at the Black Bull inn, but lodged with his wife, and Edward 
Drury and his wife, at Thomas Pane's, at the Red Lion at Spon-end; that he likewiſe js 
acquainted with Moſes Baker, a ribband weaver, who lives near to the faid Pane's, with 
whom he had formerly ſodged with, in his mother's houſe, the widow Baker, but about five 
months ſince he left thoſe lodgings, and has ever ſince lodged at Pane's ; that about laſt Fri- 


day was three weeks, this examinant went out, together with Moſes Baker and Edward Drury, 


when the ſaid Drury propoſed to this examinant and Baker to go upon the road betwixt Co- 
ventry and Warwick, and rob any perſon they could meet with; accordingly they ſet out, 
and near to the corner of a wood on the (aid road there came up two men on horſeback, when 
this examinant ſtopped one of them, and Moſes Baker knocked him oft his horſe, when this 
examinant took out of his pocket his money, viz. three guineas in gold, one eighteen ſhilling 
piece, and fix ſhillings and ſix pence in filver ; the aforeſaid Edward Drury ſtopped the other 
man's horſe, but he got away without being robbed, and rode towards Warwick: and far- 
ther this examinant ſays, that the ſaid Edward Drury on Friday evening laſt, propoſed again 
to this examinant and Moſes Baker, to go out that evening, again to rob on the highway, and 
they all ſet out together from Drury's lodging. And this examinant, Moſes Baker, and the 
faid Drury, in the wind-mill field, behind Spon-end, all put off their coats, and left them in 
a bag in the narrow lane under the hedge, and then this examinant put on a blue jacket, 
which dreſſes were brought by Baker for chat purpoſe, and then ſet out for the Radford road, 
in order to wait the return of any farmers who might be going kome that road, in order to 
rob them; but after waiting more than an hour, and nobody coming, this examinant then 
propoſed to return home to bed; but Drury objected to that, and propoſed to go on the Al- 


| lefley road, and take the chance of meeting ſome waggon, by which they might rob the wag- 


goner, and get a watch; upon which this examinant, Moſes Baker, and Edward Drury, 


immediately ſet out, and by croſſing the fields, got over the brook into Alleſley road, by a 


lane 
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lane that comes out by the pinfold at Spon-end; paſſing by the Hare and Sqirrel they heard 
ſome company in the ſaid houſe ſpeaking pretty loud, and after this examinant, Drury, and 
Baker, had got on the Allefley road tuo or three hundred vards, they heard ſome people 
talking pretty loud coming after them from the town, and Moſes Baker ſaid that he thought 
them to be farmers coming from market; Drury ſaid he thought they were Mr. Clues's ſer- 
vants going home; and this examinant ſaid he thought they were in liquor, and did not 
think it right to meddle with them; but after ſome time, the people coming nearer to them on 
the road, they perceived them to leave the road, and croſs over into the helds; upon which 
Moſes Baker faid he knew them to be farmers, and inſiſted upon attacking them; upon 
which they all got over a gate into the fields, and concealed themſelves by a rick, until they 
could have an opportunity of knowing what they were, this rick of hay ſtanding about forty 
yards from the foot- path, but being dark, could not diſtinguiſh them; again Moſes Baker who 
led this examinant and Drury into the foot-path, they being intire ſtrangers to the ſaid road, 
infiſted upon it he knew them to be farmers, and would attack them; accordingly being 


got before the farmers by croſſing a hedge, met them about the middle of a field, being the 


ſecond from the road, and there attacked them; Moſes Baker with one loaded piſtol, attacked 
one man, Drury with another loaded piſtol, attacked another, being three in company, this 
examinant attacked a third with the ſlick in his hand; whilſt this examinant was engaged 
with the man he attacked, and who made great reſiſtance with a mop-ftail, or fome fuck 
weapon; Moles Baker having done with the man he attacked, and got his money, he came 
up to this examinant, and aſked him what he was about? and this examinant faid, he could 
not get the money out of his pocket, upon which being aſked to aſſiſt this examinant, he, 
Mofes Baker, ſtruck the ſaid perſon with whom this examinant was ſtruggling, hx or more 


violent blows on the head with the butt end of the piſtol, upon which the man immediately 


dropt; and this examinant really believes was the unfortunate man who is hnce dead, and 
that the ſaid wounds occaſioned his death: and this informant ſays, that he left Baker rifling 
his pockets, and went to fee for Drury: and this examinant ſays and believes, this happened 
between twelve and one o'clock on laſt Friday night. As ſoon as they got together, viz. 
this examinant, Edward Drury, and Moſes Baker, went to the end of the ſaid cloſe, or field, 
and fat down under the hedge; and upon ſeeing Moſes Baker's piſtol, with which he firuck. 
the man as aforementioned, this examinant obſerving the ſtock of it broke yery near off above 
the guard, and the guard beat flat, he ſaid to Baker, I am afraid you have hurt the man; and 
at the ſame time looking upon the piſtol in Diuty's hand, perceived the cock broke oft: 
Aud this examinant being ſhewn a piſtol now before me, with the cock broken off, ſays it is 
the ſame piſtol Drury made uſe of in the ſaid robbery. After they Jeft the hedge, they all 


went to Drury's lodgings, and there divided what they had taken from the aforeſaid three” 


perſons, being three half guineas in gold, and ſome filver, about eleven ſhillings; when this 
examinant and Moſes Baker went out and ſeparated: and further this examinant ſays, before 
they went to the hedge in the field where they ail ſat down, he ſaw two ef the men they had 
robbed, riſing up, but did not ſee the other man that Moſes Baker ſtruck as aforeſaid, flir or 
move at all; the piſtols made uſe of were Drury's own piſtols. And further ſaith not. | 
Taken and ſubſcribed this 19th Day of March, ROBERT LESLIE. 
before me, J. HEwII r. g 7 8 


City of The Examination of William Arrowſmuh, of the City of Coventry, fſeruant to Daniel 
Coventry. g Clues, of the ſame City, Inn-Holder, taken upon Oath the goth Day of March, 1765, be- 


fore me ohn Hewitt, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid City and County thereof. 
Ihis examinant ſaith, that on Saturday was fortnight, before noon, he this examinant hav- 
| | ing 
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ing been at plow at Hzarſal, and having heard of a robbery which had been committed the 
night before, or early that morning in Rew's grounds, near Hearſal aforeſaid. went into the 
ground where the robbery was reported to have been done, in order to ſee whether he could 
perceive the place, and diſcover any thing relating thereto.-—[ hat this examinant had a dog 
with him, which preſently found a parcel of candles, and this examinant coming up to the 
dog, found a lake of blood lying near the candles, and that the faid lake of blood was ſeve- 
ral "yards from the foot-path in the ſaid ground; and till further from the foot-path, about 
four or five yards, he, this examinant found a piſtol cock and part of a ram-rod, now pro- 
duced and depoſed to by this deponent. And further faith, that he thought it was a cock 
belopging to a ſoldier's piſtol, on account of the flint being ſcrewed by a piece of lead, and 
having before obſerved that the flints of the piſtols of the foldiers who were quartered in Co- 
ventry, were ſo [ſcrewed by lead. | 


Taken before me the Day and Year ; | The Mark of | 
aforeſud, J. HewttT. | W. X ARROWSMIT H, 


S I R. Warwick, March 21, 1765. 

Mr. Goldſworthy yeſterday was mentioning that the poor unhappy 
man that was robbed and murdered on Friday night laſt, had left a wife 
and five children: the gentlemen of the regiment being very much con- 
cerned for the poor woman's misfortunes, to relieve her in ſome ſhape, 
for her great loſs, have made a ſubſcription of ten guineas, which I en- 
cloſe you a bill for, and beg you will be ſo good as to give it to the 

poor unhappy widow. All the gentlemen deſire their compliments. 

I am, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, 

| S. BARBER, 


The gentlemen of Lord Pembroke's regiment: gave the greateſt proofs 
of concern and humanity, in their diligence and readineſs to aſſiſt the 
magiſtrate in the diſcovery; and by their generoſity and humanity in 
making a collection of ten guineas, ſent with the above letter, which 
was ſent over to me for the diſtreſſed widow and fatherleſs children, as 
a preſent relief in their ſorrowful circumſtances; and which I immedi- 
ately paid her. 


City of The Examination of John Richardſon, of the City of Coventry, Labourer, taken upon Oath, 
Coventry. 5 ts g1/t Day of March, 1765, before me Fohm Hewitt, Ei; one of his Majrſly's Tuſtices 
of the ſaid City and County thereof. ; 

This examinant faith, that he knows Moles Baker, Robert Leſlie. and Edward Drury, 
now confined in the goal of this city on a charge of murder; and laith he- oſten ſaw them toge- 


ther, both early and late before their commitment as aforeſaid. Saich he, this examinant 


lives on Spon Cauleway, next door to the houſe where the ſaid Males Baker lived, and that 
this examinant, on the morning the fact was committed, for which the ſaid priſoners are de- 
tained as aforeſaid, got up between 5 and b o'clock, and immediately opened his door, upon 
which the ſaid Moſes Baker came to him, and delved to borrow a knife to open his (the ſaid 

| Baker's 
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Baker's) door; which this examinant accordingly did, and Baker having opened the door, re- 
turned this examinant the knife; and this examinant obſerved him to be very dirty about the 
feet. This examinant further ſaith, that he went ſoon afterwards to work in Mr. Rew's grounds 
near the ſaid city, and ſoon after 6 o'clock in the morning, met Elizabeth the wife of John 
Spencer, who informed this examinant of the robbery that had been that morning done in 
in Rew's grounds, and the wounds that her huſband, John Green, and Thomas Edwards, had 
received in the attack. This examinant was at work in the cloſe next to that where the fact 
was committed, and about 8 o'clock a boy, whoſe name is William, and lives wth Mr. 
Clues, called out to this examinant, and deſired him to come into the cloſe to him, which 
this examinant accordingly did, and in going along perceived blood in the ſoot-path; but on 
coming up to the boy, ſaw a large quantity of blood, as much as if a pig had been ſtuck, 
lying on the ground about twenty yards from the foot-path. The boy had a dog with him, 
which had picked up ſome candles tied round with brown paper; and preſently the boy pick- 
ed up the cock ofa piſtol with a flint in it, and a rainrod; and they both thought that fol- 
diers were concerned in the fact. And further this examinant ſaith not. 
T aken before me, The Mark of 
> J. Hyowirr. JOHN N RICHARDSON. 


MY LORD, 

I doubt not your lordſhip hath heard of the horrid, cruel and bar- 
harous murder of one of your tenants, committed on-Friday was ſeven 
night. The attack was on three perſons; whether they were all your 
lordſhip's tenants I don't know, but the murdered unfortunate man was. 
The other two are, Ihope, (though dangerouſly and cruelly wounded) out 
of danger. I have had the great ſatisfaction to diſcover and ſecure the 
three perpetrators of this barbarous affair. As the deceaſed died in the 
county of Warwick, I think the law directs that the offenders are to be 
tried there, though the wounds were given in the county of Coventry. 
The ſufferers are men of too low circumſtances to ſupport the expence 
of proſecuting theſe villains. I have been at expence, as well as much 
pains, to bring the offenders to light. Whether it will be worthy of 
your lordſhip's notice to give directions for this proſecution, as robbe- 
ries by theſe offenders hath been committed on others of your tenants, 
and near your lord{hip's houſe, I ſubmit to your conlideration; and 
moſt humbly beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf | 

Your lordſhip's moſt humble ſervant, 


To the right Hon. the Lord Leigh. J. HEWI T I. 


* It was a moſl extraordinary and providential circumftance that raiſed the boy's curiofity, 
which occalioned his calling to his fellow fervant; that of a little ſpanel dog, running aud 
playing about the ground, aud picked up the pound of candles dropt. and the boy perſuing 
the dog, was led to the place were the blood was on the ground, by which means the cock 
of a piſtol was found, which otherwiſe might for ever have eſcaped notice, The diſcovery of 
the piſtol was by accident likewiſe, a boy oblerving Lellie's wile at the houſe he quartered 
at Warwick, carry {omcthing under ker apron, upon her .going into the neceſſary houſe, and 
coming out again ditectly with nothing. ſuſpected ſhe had concealed ſomething there, and 

upon a ſearch being made, the piſtol], in us 3 late, to which the cock belonged 8 

| 3 IR, 
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SIR, |  Grofo. Street, March 28, 1763. 

The favour of your letter is anſwered as ſoon as buſineſs permitted 
me. I have given orders to Hill, my agent, to write to Mr. Dadley 
about the proſecution of the offenders; which proſecution I intend to 
carry on, as my orders to Mr. Dadley will ſpecify. 

I am, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
To John Hewill, Eſq ; Coventry. L IGN. 
SIR Sl. James's, March 22, 1765. 

I received your letter of the 2oth, by expreſs, and immediately laid 
the ſame before the king; and I have ſignihed his majeſly's pleaſure to 
the ſecretary at war, to order a ſuſhcient number of troops quartered in 
your neighbourhood, to repair immediately to your aſſiſtance, to pre- 
vent the eſcape of the felons now in your goal, and to be aſſiſtant in 
| keeping the peace, when thereto required by the civil magiſtrate. 

His majeſty much commended your vigilance and activity, in having 
ſecured ſo many dangerous felons, who have ſo long infeſted your coun- 

try. I am, Sir, 
1 a | Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
To Joln Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry.. DUNK HALIFAX. 

The behaviour of theſe unhappy men aſter their commitment, was 
excceding decent and becoming, and were very open in their confeſſi- 
ons to every perſon whole curiolity led to vilit them in priſon. The 
goaler, at their requeſt, attended them to church every Sunday before 
their trial, contrary to the uſual behaviour of moſt criminals; and re- 
peatedly deſired to be brought before me to explain any thing they 
thought might be uſeful. In this temper and diſpoſition they continued 
until they were removed to Warwick, in order to take their trials there; 
for though the fact was committed in the county of Coventry, the man 
died in the county of Warwick, and they were, according to expreſs 
law, obliged to be tried where the man died, and not where he received 
his wounds; at the ſame time they could not be tried for the robbery 

at Warwick, but were only tried and convicted of the murder. A few 
days before, and aſter their removal to Warwick, a ſtrange and ſudden 
change of conduct took place, and though they had not only, to myſelf but 
others, acknowledged the favours Lhad ſhewn them, as well asthe indul- 
gences received from the goaler through me: inſtigated by the raſcally 
and falſe inſinuations of ſome perſons, they not only denied what 
they before ſaid, but declared they ſhould die in peace after having blown 
my brains out. Such have been the returns I have always met with 


from men of invidious and mean Principles. Pro- 


| | (208 -] 
CEATTILIIEN TEE INIT EEE TIT TEC ITIELED 
Proceedings again/l James and Robert Slack, of Whitechapel, London, and 
their Gang; in the years 1765, and 1766 : Their Trials, &c. at the Old 
Bailey, London. | | : 


N the 24th of December, 1765, in the afternoon, William King, 
blackſmith, a near neighbour, came and informed me, that a man 

to whom he was a ſtranger, had brought a mare to have ſome repairs of 
ſhoeing that was wanting to be done, and had offered to ſell her for five 
- guineas, and he thought ſhe was worth twenty; for which reaſons he 
ſuſpected ſhe had been ſtolen, and deſired he might bring him before me, 
which was accordingly done; upon his being ſearched, a loaded piſtol 
was found, and a pocket-book containing a number of notes and bills, 


and giving a very ſuſpicious account with reſpect to the mare, as well: 


as of himſelf, I ordered him to be kept in cuſtody for farther examina- 
tion. In the mean time I received intelligence of a robbery that had 


been committed that afternoon, on, or near Meriden heath, by a high-- 
wayman, and by which road he had acknowledged to have come to Co- 


ventry ; upon receiving the aforeſaid account, I committed him to goal, 
and ordered him to be brought before me the next day, to be re-exa- 
mined, 1 at the ſame time told the priſoner I ſhould not diſcharge him 


until I had full ſatisfaction who he was, and ordered the conſtable to- 


enquie aſter the gentleman that had been attacked, and obtain the beſt 


delcription of the robber's perſon, clothes, and the gelding or mare he 


was mounted upon. 


The next morning I received an account that Mr. Digby of Meriden. 


hall, had been ſtopt as he was taking an airing on the common, about 
half a mile ſrom his own houſe; the priſoner likewiſe ſent the goaler to 
requeſt his being brought before me to give ſome intelligence, which was, 
immediately complied with, when he declared his name to be Robert 


Slack, and gave the particulars as are ſtated in his examinations, in 
which charging his brother James as a principal, and giving intelligence 


of his being at Caſtle Mill, on the road to London, in waiting for him. 
immediately ſent in purſuit, and James Slack was apprehended that 


day, (agreeable to the conſeſſion of his brother) and committed to the 
goal of this city. My farther proceedings J reſer the reader to the ex- 


aminations and Jetters that follow. The father came down, and ſwore 
; | | before 


4 


1 © gi 
" — — — — 


7 . { 244 


before me to his property; likewiſe the owners of the two mares; and 
they were removed to London, and at the Old Bailey were tried and 
convicted; (ſee the trial at large) I attended with the evidences I took 
up with me from Coventry, and ſent to the Lord Mayor the ſtate of the 
caſe, the trouble and expence that had attended it, and hoped the court 
would direct an allowance for the expencesof the witneſſes, and removal; 
to which I received the anſwer inſerted at the end of this narrative, and 
which was the only ſatisfaction I got for my pains and trouble, and caſh 
paid out of pocket: The father was hanged at Briſtol ſome years after, 
for the very crimes the ſons underwent the ſame puniſhment, whole bad 
example, and the neglect of education in their youth, their unhappy 
life and conduct was owing to. | 
Coventry The Examination of Robert Slack, taken before me one of his Majeſly's Tuſlices of the Peace, 
to wit. { who ſazs as follows. | | 
That he was born in the pariſh of St. George's in the eaſt, where his father now lives, fac- 
ing the infirmary, White Chapel, is by profeſſion a huſbandman, {or milkman) that he leſt 
Loudon on Thurſday laſt, lay the firſt night at a place twenty nine miles from Birmingham, 
but which he was an 1intire ſtranger to; came this day to this city, to take graſs for his mare: 
was at Birmingham laſt night, with one Thomas Arcot in Birmingham, a gun-lock maker, 
ſtaid there only one night; that he bought the mare in Smithfield, of a perſon who was 
an intire ſtranger to him, in Smithfield market, about ſoutteen days fince, and gave cight 
pounds: hath been uſed to buv and fell hoifes. He knows no other perſon but the ature- 
ſaid Arcot im this country, but is acquainted with William the brother of the above Lhomas; 


had about fifteen ſhillings ia caſh when he left ton; ba h uo other bills or caſh, lay in 
Park ſtrect Birmingham. And further ſaich not. | 


Taten Dec. 24, 1765, before F HEWITT. ROBERT SLACK, 
Alderman Hewitt preſents his compliments to Mr. Digby, had infor- 
mation of his being robbed, or being attacked yelterday, on Meriden 
heath, by a highwayman; hath the pleaſure to acquaint Mr. Digby, that 
he hath ſent in purſuit of the perſon by whom he was ſo attacked, and 
one of his accomplices was by him laſt night committed to the goal of 
this city. 
Ihe piſtol preſented was loaded, another ol the gang ſtood at a diſtance: 
is much ſurprized a peiſuit was not made from Meriden; the perſon in 
cuſtody was taken up by mere chance; is afraid many villains eſcape 
by ſuch neglect, 
| December 24, 1763. 
Mr. Digby being on horſeback upon the turnpike road. between Me- 
riden and Stone-bridge, was over taken by a man on horſeback, who 
paſſed by him, then turned again, and preſented a piſtol, demanded his 
| | | MOIICY 5 
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money; at which Mr. Digby's horſe ſtarting, he pulled his bridle on one 
fide, and rode off, and the highwayman galloped away for Meriden, 
whither Mr. Digby followed him, in hopes of meeting with ſomebody 
better mounted than himſelf, to purſue him; but when he got to the bot- 
tom of Meriden hill, towards Alleſley, not finding any aſſiſtance he 
turned back, and acquainted the conſtable of Meriden, and others, with 


what had happened. 


Coventry The examination of Robert Slack, taken before me one of has Majeſites Tuſlices of the peace who 
to wit. | ſays as fellows. | 

That he is of White Chapel London, by trade a milkman, that one William Arcot a gun- 
ſmith, and James Slack brother of this examinant, went along with this examinant to a field 
facing Bavcroft's hoſpital, Mile-end, on Thurſday night laſt, and took from thence a bay mare 
which this examinant rode on from London to Birmingham, and from Birmingham to Co- 
ventry yeſterday : and further this examinant ſays, that William Arcot, James Slack, and 
this examinant, hkewiſe on laſt Thurſday night, aſter they had ſtolen the above mare, went 
to a field by Limehouſe church, and took from thence another bay mare, about thirteen 
hands and a half high, and then this examinant, James Slack. and William Arcot, took the 
ſaid two mares to a Ruble belonging to this examinant, in Black Horſe yard; afterwards 
went all three together, to a place called Salt Petre Bank, Rag Fair, Eaſt Smithfield, and lay 
at a houſe with two girls of the town; the next morning, about nine o'clock, they ſet out for 
Stepney, and went to Bow common, and returned home, and on Friday afternoon this exami- 
nant and his brother ſet out together tor Birmingham, and this examinant with his brother ſtopt 
a man on Friday night near Mim's waſh, when his brother preſented a piſtol at him, but did 
not rob him, and then returned back to Kick's End, and lay there all night; the next morning 
this examinant and his brother ſet out on the road to Birmingham, and lay on Saturday 
night at a place within three miles of Stoney Stratford, and on Sunday about half an hour 
paſt eleven o'clock, came to Cuttle mill. ſtaid there until two o'clock that afternoon, and then ſet 
out, and came that night to Mother Red Cap's, Dunchurch, ſtaid there all night, and on 
Monday morning went to Birmingham, and lodged in Park-ſtreet, with one Thomas Arcor, 
a relation of the aforeſaid William Arcot; and yelterday morning this examinant and his 
brother ſet out again from Birmingham, each of them with a loaded piſtol, when his brother 
James Slack attacked an old man on a poney, and preſented his piſtol, and as he told this 
informant, he had robbed him of two ſhillings. on a common about ten miles fiom Bir- 
mingham, on the road to Coventry. That both the mares, as aforeſaid ſlolen, had ſwiſs 
tails, but this examinant cut them with his knife: one of the mares, viz, that which they 
ſtole from near Limehouſe, his brother hath taken with him, and waits at Cuttle-mill until 
he comes up to him; and fuither this examinant ſays, that he and his brother James, went, 
in the abſence ef their father, on Sunday laſt, and took out of his cloſet in his dwelling houſe, 
facing the infirmary, White Chapel, a pocket book, (expecting to find ſome bank notes) a 
coat, a red ſhag waiſtcoat, and a three pound twelve piece, with four filver tea ſpoons ; the 
red ſhag waiſtcoat, a violin, a pair of buckſkin breeches, three or ſour ſhirts, two or three 
pair of ſtockings, and a piſtol, they put into a box fent by the Birmingham waggon, to be 
leſt at the Black Boy inn there: and farther this examinant lays, that he, William Arcot, 
and James Slack, have been out together ſeveral nights in the city of London and Weſtminſter, 
and have divers times taken off the. hats of men and women in the ſtreets, and committed ſe- 

veral robberies together. And further this examinant faith not, 
Taken and ſigned before me, this 25th of ROBERT SLACK 
Dec. 1765, J. Hewitt, 31 Mr. 
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Meriden, December 25, 1765. 

Mr. Digby returns his compliments to Ar. Alderman Hewitt, thinks 
himſelf much obliged to him for his diligence in apprehending the per- 
ſon who ſtopped him on the road between Meriden and Stone-bridge, 
and demanded his money, but Mr. Digby turning his horſe on one fide, 
rode off, when the highwayman ſet ſpurs to his horſe, and rode off for Me- 
riden, whither Mr. Digby followed him as faſt as he could, upon a little 
poney, in hopes of meeting with ſomebody upon the road with a better 
horſe, who might overtake him, and rode as far as the bottom of the 
hill towards Alleſley, when by an account he had from a waggoner, he 
found it was in vain for him to purſue any further, as he could meet 
with nobody better mounted to purſue him. The bearer hereof is a la- 

bourer of mine, and can, I believe, give you a better deſcription of the 
man than I can, as he had a more perfect view of him, when he rode 
through Meriden, than Well. . 

{28 Mr Alderman Hewitt, in Coventry. 0 


Coventry The Voluntary Conſeſſian and Examination of Fames Slack, taken before mo, one of his Ma- 
to wit. Jeflies F uflices of the Peace for the jaid City, who ſays as foliows. 
That he is rap brother of Robert Slack; ſon of Robert Slack, of White Chapel. London, 
milkman : that he this examinant, his brother Robert Slack, and James Richardſon, went 
together on Thurſday night laſt, to a field facing Bancroſt's hoſpital. Mile-end. London, and 
took from thence a bay mare, which his brother Robert rode on down to Birmingham ; and 
that ſame night, he this examinant, Robert Slack, with James Richardſon, went the fame night 
to a field by Limehouſe church, and took from thence, another bay mare, which he, this exa- 
minant rode down on to Birmingham, for which place he, this examinant, ſays, that he, and 
his brother Robert Slack, ſet out for on Friday afternoon laſt; and further this examinaut lays, 
that he, and his brother Robeit Slack, ſtopt a man on the rod by Mim's Waſh, about 7 or 
8 o*clock the fame night, this examinant preſented a loaded piftol to the ſaid man, but the 
bridle of his, this examinant's horſe, breaking, prevented his robbing the man: and further 
this examinant ſays, that he, and his brother came to Birmingham on Monday morning 
laſt, and which place they both left on Tueſday morning, and. ſet out for Coventry; that 
coming on the road, upon a common on the ſaid road, about ten miles from Birmingham, 
he, this examinafit, met an elderly gentleman on a poney, whom thts examinant bid ſtaud. 
and preſented his piſtol, (which ſaid piltol is now produced) but the gentleman's horſe giving 
way, this examinant rode off tor Coventry; that before they lefc Birmingham, this exaini- 
nant and his brother changed horſes ; that the mare which was found in his cuſtody, was 
the mare ſtolen Irom the field oppoſite Bancroft's hoſpital; both the aſoreſaid mares when 
ſtolen, were taken to a ſtable of this informant's brother's; and further this examinant ſaith, 
that both the mares had (ſwiſs tails, but were cut off by his brother Robert, in order to diſ- 
figure them; aud this examiuant faith, that on Sunday laſt, before they left town, he this ex- 
aininant and his brother in the abſence of their father, went up into a cloſſet in the dwelling 
houſe of their ſaid father, facing the infirmary White Chappel, aud took from thence a pocket 


book containing ſeveral promilory notes the property of their father; one three pound twelve, 
t four 


L 


four ſilver tea ſpoons; a violin with ſeveral other things, as wearing apparel; which ſaid 
wearing apparel with a piſtol, violin & were ſent down in a box to Birmingham and direQ- 
ed for this examinant, to be left till called for: and this examinant further faith, that he went 
out early one morning about ſix months or more, with ene John Stedman near Princeſs 
Square Ruicliff High-way, and went to a field on the new dad White Chapel; and the ſaid 
Stedinan pulled out a razor and cut of the dugs or paps of fix or ſeygn cows belonging to 
Mr, Marr, butcher, of Catherine lane near Fower-hill ; he, this examinant, farther ſaith, that he 


Robert Slack, William Arcot, and James Richardſon- attacked a milkman, one Robert Bur- 


geſs, on Friday, the day this examinant left town, about five o'clock in the morning, on the 


new road (White Chapel) but his wife and a git] crving oft, and knowing this examinant they 


did not rob him; and this examinaut who preſented his loaded piſtol to Burgeſs, drew back 
the ſame, and went off with his aforeſaid accowplices. And furher this examinant faith not. 


T aken before me ; JAMES SLACK. 
Dec. 26, 1765. 
Worthy SI R, Bow Street, Cov. Garden, Dec. 28, 1765. 


I am directed by Sir John Fielding and juſtice Spinnage, to preſent 
their reſpects to you, and acquaint you, that in conſequence of your ex- 
amination and warrant ſent by expreſs laſt night, they cauſed the ſame 


night Richardſon and Stedman to be apprehended and confined, but who 


upon examination appear, at preſent, to be rather inoffenſive perſons; 


the juſtices therefore are afraid they muſt on Monday next, for want of 


ſome proof on oath, give them their liberty ; and beg that you will in 


the moſt expeditious way, tranſmit to them a copy of Robert Slack's 


information on oath, with your own fignature to it: I am for the juſ- 
tices, Sir, ; Your moſt humble ſervant, 


To John Hewitt, Eſq; Alderman, in Coventry. W. MARSDEN. 


Coventry The further Examination of Robert Slack, taken before me, one of his Majeſly's Fuflices 
to wit. (.of the Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows. 
That the box now produced is the ſame box as mentioned in his former examination to be 


| ſent from London to Birmingham, conta-.ing the wearing apparel, violin, &c. ſtolen and 


taken out of the dwelling houſe helonging to their father, Robert Slack, milkman, of White 
Chapel, London, and which was ſent from Birmingham to Coventry, by the orders of Wil- 
liam Goode, at the requeſt of this examinant and his brother James Slack; and this exami- 
nant further ſays, that the linen, &c. contained therein, is likewiſe the fame linen and wear- 
ing apparel, and is the property of his father, which likewiſe is mentioned in his former 
examination, and which was ſtolen and taken away by this examinant and his brother James 
Slack, out of the dweliing houſe of the aforeſaid Robert Slack, their father, namely, one 
chintz [lowered waiſtcoat, one feathered ſhag waiſtcoat; that the reſt of the clothes were 


pawned at apawnbroker's, and left at William Arcot's houſe, who has likewiſe been con- 


cerned in ſeveral robberies With this examinant and this brother James Slack; and further this 
examinant ſays, that he and John Stedman were together in St. George's fields about two 
months fince, niet a young woman, who aſked this examinant and the aforeſaid John Sted- 
man, the way to Broad ſtreet, Stepney, when John Stedman ſaid to the young woman, I am 

- going 


on 


* ; 


B 248 } 


going there, but inſtead of leading her the right way, took her into one of the half way 
houle fields, by Stepney, and there, by force, had a carnal knowledge of her body, and aſter. 
wards took from her one pair of ſtays, a ſattin bonnet, and a bundle containing three coarſe 
aprons, ſome ribbands, and caps; that this examinant had the ſtays, and John Stedman the 
bundle and bonnet : and further :$is examinant ſays, that he, in company with the aforeſaid 
John Stedman, went to a field near the half-way houſe, Stepney, when this examinant drove 
fix or ſeven cows that was in the aforeſaid field, up into a corner, when the ſaid John Sted- 
man pulled out a razor, and cut off the duggs, or paps, belonging to the ſaid fix or ſeven 
cows, after this was done, broke the lock of the gate belonging to the ſaid field, and drove 
ſome one way, and ſome another, and then went to their reſpective homes. And further this 
examinant ſaith not. 8 ; | | 

T aken before me, Fan. 4, 1766. ROBERT SLACK. 

Ir. g 


Coventry The Information of Robert Slack, ſen. taken on Oath before me, one of his Majeſty's Tuſlices 
to wit. g of the Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows : 

That he lives facing the New Infirmary, White Chapel, London, ard by trade a milkman, 
that laſt Tueſday was fortnight, being the 17th of December laſt, this informant was from 
home on occaſional buſineſs ; that on his return home to his aforeſaid houſe, in White Cha- 
pel, upon being informed by one of his daughters, (Sarah Slack) that his drawers and cloſet 
door was open, he went up ſtairs, and found that the drawers wherein he kept his clothes 
had the locks broke off, and found all his linen and wearing apparel taken out of the drawers, 
likewiſe a violin; upon examining further, he found his cloſet door had been opened by a 
falſe key, and which falſe key was then in the door; likewiſe the lock of a box, which ſtood 
in the faid cloſet, was broke off,” and taken away, aud out of it was taken a pocket book, con- 
taining the following notes, (which pocket book and notes are now produced to this infor- 


mant, who is very certain they are the ſame notes lo ſtolen and taken away,) 1765 May 


14, John Hughes, gol. June 29, Nath. Kelly, 71. 75. March 1g. Richard Biſhop, 3l. 35, 

May 12, John Hughes, 12]. March 11, William Polſen, 141. 10s. Feb. 21, Ditto, . 141. 

Jan. 27, Banks, 2l. -1764 OR. 1, Nath Kelling, 10l. 10s. 1765 June 4, Edward Jones, 

21. 88. Sep. 20, William Poulſen, 20l. Ditto, Dito, 20. And further this examinant 

ſaith not. : | 

Sworn before me, Fan 4, 1766, ROBERT SLACK, ve, 

J Hewnr. | | 
N. B Theſe two notes not in the above account, viz. Dec. 24, 1763 Eliz. Hill, 21. 10s, 

May 8, 1765 John Hughes, 121. ; | 

Received Aprul.16, 1766, of Mr. Hew:g, the Contents as above, Robert Slack. 


Coventry t T he further Information of Robert Slack, Sen. taken on Oath before me, one of his Majeſty's 
to wit. J Friſtices of the Peace for the ſaid City, who fas as foilows. 
That the chintz waiſtcoat, and fcarlet ſhag waiftcoat now produced, are his property, and 
are part of the goods as mentioned to be ſtolen out of his dwelling boufe, in his tormer in— 
formation. And further faith not. 


Sworn before me, Fan. 5,, 1766, J. Hewirtr. —MOBER T'SLAGCK, 


Covent: v T he Information of Robert Slack, taken on Oath veſore me, one of as Majeſty's Tuſlices of 


to wit. ( the Peace for the ſaid Cuy, who fays as follows. a | 


That about two months ſince, he, and one John Stedman were together in St. George's 
fields, when a young woman, who ſaid hz was juſt come from her ſervice, came up to 
| | them 
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chem, and deſired to know the way to Broad ſtreet, Stepney, when John Stedman immedi- 
ately made an{wer, we are going that way, and would ſhew her the road; but inſtead of 
ſhewing her the right road, took her into one of the half-way houſe fields, by Stepney, and 
there by force of arms had carnal knowledge of her body, and afterwards robbed her of a pair 
of ſtays, a ſattin bonnet, and a bundle containing three coarſe aprons, ſome ribbands, and 
caps; that the ſtays, bonnet, and bundle, were afterwards parted between them, this exami- 


nant taking the ſtays, and John Stedman the bonnet and bundle. And further this exami- 


nant ſaith not. ROBERT SLACK. 
Sworn before me, Fan. 5, 1766, F. HEWITT. F- HG 


Coventry The further Examination of Robert Slack, taken before me, one of his Majeſty's Fuſlices of 
to wit. {\ the Peace, who ſays as follows. 
That he is of White Chapel, London, by trade a milkman; that one William Arcot, a 


.gun-ſmith, and James Slack, brother of this examinant, went along with this examinant, to 


- a field facing Bancroft's hoſpital, Mile-end, on Thurſday night laſt, and took from thence 
a bay mare, which this examinant rode on from London to Birmingham, and from Bir- 
mingham to Coventry yeſterday: and further this examinant ſays, that William Arcot, 
Tames Slack, and this examinant, likewiſe on laſt Thurſday night, after ſtealing the above 
mare, went to a field by Limehouſe church, and took from thence another bay mare, about 
thirteen hands and a half high, and then this examinant, James Slack, and William Arcot 
took the ſaid two mares to a ſtable belonging to this examinant, in Black Horſe yard; after- 
wards went all three together, to a place called Salt Petre bank, Rag fair, Eaſt Smithfield, 
and lay ata houſe with two girls of the town; the next morning about g o'clock, they ſet out 
for Stepney, went by Bow common, and returned home; on Friday afternoon this exami- 
nant and his brother ſet out together for Birmingham; this examinant with his brother ſtopt 
a man on Friday night, near Mim's waſh, but did not rob him, and then returned back to 
Kicks's end, and lay there all night; the next morning this examinant and his brother ſet 
out on the road for Birmingham, and lay on Saturday night at a place within three miles of 
Stoney Stratford, and on Sunday, about half an hour paſt eleven o'clock; came to Cuttle 
mill, ſtaid there until two o'clock that afternoon, and then ſet out, and came that night to 
Mother Red Cap's, Dunchurch, ſaid there all night, on Monday morning went to Birming- 
ham, and lodged in Park ſtreet, with one Thomas Arcot, a relation of the aforeſaid William 
Arcot: yeſterday morning this examinant and his brother ſet out again from Birmingham, 
each of them with a loaded piſtol, when his brother James Slack attacked ao old man on a 
poney, and preſented his piſtol, and, as he told this informant, he had robbed him of two 
ſhillings, on a common about ten miles from Birmingham, on the road to Coventry. That 
both the mares ſtolen as aforeſaid, had ſwils tails, - but this examinant cut them with a knife, 
one of the mares, viz. that which they ſtole from near Limehouſe, his brother hath taken 
with him, and waits at Cuttle mill, until he comes up to him: and further this examinant 
ſays, that he, and his brother James, went in the abſence of their father, on Sunday laſt, and 
took out of his cloſet in his dwelling houſe, facing the infirmary, White Chapel, a pocket 
book, expecting to find ſome bank notes, a coat, a red ſhag waiſtcoat, and a three pound 
twelve piece, with four ſilver tea ſpoons : puta red ſhag waiſtcoat, a violin, a pair of buckſkin 
breeches, three or four ſhirts, two or three pair of ſtockings into a box, and ſent it by the 
Birmingham waggon, to be left at the Black Boy inn there: and further this examinant ſays, 
that he, William Arcot, and James Slack, have been out together ſeveral nights inthe city of 
London and Weſtminſter, and have divers times taken off the hats of men and women in the 
ſtreets, and committed ſeveral robberies together. And further this examinant ſaith not. 
| ROBERT SLT OK. 
s 34 | Meriden 


ther this informant ſaith not. 
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Meriden, February 17, 1766. 


Mr. Digby preſents his compliments to Mr. Alderman Hewitt, and 
begs the favor of him to inform him (if he can) whether his attendance 
will be neceſſary the next aſſize, at the trial of the perſon who attempted 


to rob him on Meriden heath, as he hears that he has confeſſed himſelf 


guilty of other capital crimes, and Mr. Digby cannot, on account of the 
cranſient view he had of him, ſwear to his perſon. Mr. Digby alks par- 
don for the haſty anſwer he ſent to his note relating to that affair, as he 
was juſt going out when he received 1t; and for fear there ſhould be any 
miſtake, or omiſhon in it, he begs leave to trouble him with the follow- 
ing account of that affair, not anſwering w hether he may not have occa- 


ſion to make ſome fur ther uſe of it. 
N. B. See the account already given before. 


City of The Information of Joſeph Wilmot, of Mile- end, London, laben 


Coventry. before me John Hewilt, Eſq; one of his Majeſty's Juſlices of the Peace 


for the ſaid City and County of the ſame, who ſays as follows. 

That about the 19th of Dec. laſt, he loſt out of a ſield, Mile-end, in 
the pariſh of Stepney, and county of Middleſex, a bay mare, and which 
{aid mare he hath this day ſeen at the houſe of Edward Toone, inn-keep- 
er, in this city. And farther this informant ſaith not. 


Taten on Oath before me, Feb. 5, | 1035 WLEMMOTR: 


1766, J. Hewitt. 


Coventry] The Inſormation of William Trappilt, of the Hamlet of Ratcliffe, 


to wit. (in the Pariſh of Stepmey, in the County of Middleſex, taken before me 
Fokn Hewitt, Eſq: one of his Majeſty's Tuflices of the Peace for the faid City and 

County, who ſays as jollows. 
That about the 19th of December laſt, he toſt out of a field near 
Limehouſe church, a bay mare, and which ſaid mare he hath this day 


ſeen at the houſe of Gilbert Shenton, inn-keeper, in this city. and fur- 
W. TRAPPITT:. 


Taten on Oath, Feb. 5, 1766, before me, J. Hewitt, 
S I R, Coventry, March 21, 1766. 


I hope you Wer ves the papers by the poſt yeſterday, being obliged to 


ſend up an expreſs this day, on account of the removal of ſome notorious 


offenders committed by me, and who muſt eſcape if I ſhould give up my 


attention to their proſecution (though I do this at my own expence ) 
which however will be the laſt I ſhall do, unleſs I can be ſupported and 


made 
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made ſure of being reimburſed ; at the lame time I ſhall be extremely 
concerned to be obliged to give up the plan I have formed to purlue 
theſe offenders, and which if I am enabled to continue for the ſpace of 
three years, upon a proper {um being allotted me, to be employed for 

theſe uſes, I doubt not either to ſecure, or oblige theſe offenders (I mean 
chat are concerned with this gang) to leave the kingdom, and at. the 
fame time make it difficult for many others (who upon having commit- 
ted robberies in London, and elſe where, to eſcape into this part of the 
country) to eſcape jullice. That the Lords of the Treaſury may be ac- 
quainted how Coventry is ſituated, I have given you the tollowing par- 
ticulars for their information, Pate [hall eſteem it doing me great ho- 
nor to lay theſe contents before their Lordſhips, with the other papers 
I have already ſent up, and am 

your moſt obedient humble ſervant at command. 

To- Nulthall Ejq: Soltcttor to the Lords of the Treaſury, White Hall, London. 

Coventry from its ſituation, gives an active magiſtrate an opportunity 
to do the country general ſervices, being near the center of the King- 
dom, on the great road from London to Cheſter, Wales, and Ireland; 
tO Liverpool, Lancaſhire, the Iſle of Man, and welt of Scotland ; on the 
great croſs road from ſome parts of Yorkſhire to Bath and Briſtol, and 
the towns where great markets and fairs are held. The many travelling 
machines, ſeveral of which make only one day from London to Coven- 
try; paſſes through it, makes it the moſt convenient for a ſpeedy retreat. 

I have ſent you up the preſent Calender of priſoners; wherein you 
will ſee ſome very notorious offenders, who ſtand committed by me, are 
all ſtrangers to this place (except two who are committed only for ſmall 
offences) and moſt of them fled from juſtice from London and other 
counties; and ſuch of them who are to be removed to take their trials 
in London, will in all probability eſcape their deſerved puniſhment, un- 
leſs I attend thcir trials, which will be extremely hard.to. undergo the. 
trouble and fatigue, and at my own expence. I omitted informing, you 
that I had, whilſt in town, an anonimous and threatning letter ſent 
me, which is not the firit by ſeveral, from what quarter that came needs 
no explanation, when I inform you that I have now by me a deſcrip- 
tion and informations againſt a conſiderable number of notorious offen- 
ders (and which is well known to them) but cannot think of. laying down 


any more of my own monies in advertiſing or purſuing them. Theſe are 
now 


E W's 
now in York goal for a robbery of zool. committed within this few days, 


three of the gang. Theſe people were on their way to the north two 
years ſince, and might have been ſecured ; but having laid down fo 


much money, and not knowing by whom, or whether I ſhould be re- 
paid, I only advertiſed them, and ſent deſcriptions into Yorkſhire, and 


the northern counties, ſince which they have robbed to the amount of 
ſeveral hundred pounds, beſides the above mentioned fact. There was 
one woman who is mentioned to have eſcaped with a conſiderable ſhare of 
the booty, is a woman advertiſed by me, by the name of Elizabeth Brown 
otherwiſe Anderſon, is returned from tranſportation, her ſiſter and two 
aunts were convicted by me, and hanged at Coventry; and the huſband 
of her ſiſter who was executed, is. returned, viz. Thomas Richardſon, 
and hath been concerned with this woman and others in robberies to the 
amount of ten thouſand pounds and upwards; the deſcription of them 


in the advertiſements diſperſed by me, hath obliged them to leave their 


old places of retreat, and have frequent intelligence of them, and they 
might have been ſecured long ago; but the uncertainty of being repaid 
prevented my laying down any more caſh. As I have ſettled ſo uſetul a 


T correſpondnece with the Juſtices in moſt parts of the Kingdom, and am 


conſtantly applied to from them when any of theſe people are taken up. 
I ſhould with reluctance put a ſtop to this piece of ſervice as I have late- 
ly received intelligence of their new places of concealment, and ſhould 


be glad to complete the lift of tranſports, if I can have aſſurance of be- 


* 


ing repaid. 
My Lord 
I muſl beg leave to lay before you a copy of two letters, one from the 


Lord Mayor, and one from a gentleman in Yorkſhire * received by me 


ſince my memorial which I hope was preſented to your Lordſhip by the 
honourable Mr. Archer: And which letter I have reccived from York- 


ſhire relating to thoſe dangerous people I diſcribed to your Lordſhips in 
that memorial, and which will, I doubt not, give your Lordliup and the 


Lords of the Treaſury tarther ſatisfaction with reſpect to the particulars 
therein reprefented by me. I ſhall ſtand in need of lome iuſtructions from 


your Lordſhips, relating to two notorious villains, who are this day to 


be moved in order for tryal this next week at the Old Bailey, the evi- 
dences are to be taken up from hence at my expence, or they had been 


diſcharged here by the judges, and which 1 doubt not will appear rea- 
| See Page 217 and 218. 


> lonable 
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{onable to your lordſhip I by ſome means ought to be reimburſed, I ſhall 
do my endeavours to obtain all the ſatisfaction I can, by applying to the 
judge for an order upon the county of Middleſex, but theſe allowances 
always fall greatly ſhort of the neceſſary expences, and the deficiencies 
have in many convictions been paid by me, as I did in the caſe of the 
three murderers, which I have ſtated and incloſed; it will be proper 
to employ a ſolicitor and council, and which expence will not be ad- 
mitted in any county allowance made by the judge: I intend to indict 
them upon every fact, but to try them only for that of horſe-ſtealing, 
which 1s capital, and convicting them upon one will be ſufficient, and 
will bring no demands on the treaſury, than ſuch as your lordſhip may 
think proper to allow, for the making good the deficiency of the county 
allowance, and the ſolicitor and council's fees: If it ſhould be the opi- 
nion of your lordſhip, and the lords of the treaſury, that no allowance 
can be made on this occaſion, with reſpect to the trying the two Slacks, 
I muſt leave the proſecutors to take their own method in their proceed- 
ings againſt them, the principle of whom is only a ſervant at a brew- 
houſe in Mile-end, and hath already been at more expence than he can 
well afford. This affair is moſt ſubmiſſively laid before your lordſhip, 
and for the conlideration of the right honourable the lords of the trea- 


ſury, by, My lord, your lordſhip's moſt humble, 
| And moſt obedient ſervant, _ 
To the Right Hon. the Earl of Halifax. J. HEWITT. 
S I R, Mile: end, Saturday March 22, 1766. 


I received the favor of yours this morning, at half paſt eleven, and 
immediately went myſelf to deliver the letters in the packet, and have 
herein incloſed the recognizance from Sir John Fielding, who having 
nothing particular to addreſs you, recommended this method of con- 
veyance: pleaſe to accept my reſpectful acknowledgments for your civi- 
lity in the tranſaction of this bulinels, for, Sir, opt Saif 

Your moſt obliged humble ſeryant, 


To Jon Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. JOS. WILMOT. 


Robert Slack ſays, that he ſaw a letter that came from his father, it 
ſets forth that Arcot is not taken; the printer is admitted to bail, there 
is reaſon to ſuſpect the bail is falſe, and the printer will be off before the 
aſſizes if not ſecured ; he further ſays, if Thomas Arcot of Birmingham 
was to be taken up, he would declare where William Arcot 1s; he ſays 
his father will pay what expence your worſhip is at in taking him up. 

g L. | Te. April 


James Slack was indifled for ſteal ing a bay mare, value 3 C. the properly of Willia 


mare that this gentleman has ſwore to. 
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April 11, 1766. 
m Trapi, December 12. 


Milliam Trajit, I loſt a bay mare out of my field, near Limehouſe church, about the 12th 
of December: I heard ſhe was at Coventry; I went there, and found her: I had her again 
by crder of Mr. Alderman Hewitt. | 

Fokn Hewitt, Eſq; I am one of the aldermen of Coventry; the priſoner was apprehended 
by a conſtable ſent out by me, I having had intelligence that morning that Mr. Digby, near 
Meriden, had been ſlopped by a highwayman ; the priſoner was brought before me: he made 
this confeſſion before me, voluntarily and freely as any conſeſſion was ever made, without any 
kind of compulſion. (It was read in court, dated the 26th of Dec.) part of the contents as follows, 

That he is brother to Robert Slack, of Whitechapel, London: that he went to a field 
+ facing Bancroſt's hoſpital, and took a bay mare, which Robert rode on to Birmingham; 
and his brother went to a field near Limehoufe church, and took another bay mare, on 
which he rode to Birmingham: that they together ſtopped a man on the road, by Mim's- 
** waſh, about 7 at night, and preſented a piſtol to him; but a bridle breaking, prevented 
the robbing him: that they met an elderly gentleman upon a poney, and preſented a piſtol 
to him; the gentleman's horſe giving way, rode off to Coventry: that both the mares had 
+ ſwitch tails, but were cut off by his brother Robert: and that they went into a cloſet of 
their father's, and took ſeveral promiſſory notes relating to his father, and a piſtol, which 
was ſent to Birmingham, directed for him till called for : that he went into a field with one 
Stedman, who with a razor cut the teats of ſeveral cows off, belonging to a milkman.“ 

| Signed FAMES SLACK. 

John Hawthorn. I am a conſtabl: at Coventry; I was ſent after the priſoner; and 1 took 

him at a place called Cutile-mill, on the London road, on this ſide Toſſiter; the key of the 


fable was in the priſoner's pocket; he took it out, and unlecked the door; there was the 


Roger Poſilewhait, 1 went to aſſiſt the conſtable, and was with him when the priſoner was 
taken : he had the key of the ſtable in his pocket; he unlocked the door, and there was the 
mare; I ſhowed the mare to the proſecutor, 

Proſecutor. I think this evidence is the man that delivered her to me. 


Polilewhait, The priſoner ſaid he ſtole her from a field near Mile-end. | 
Priſoner's defence. On December the 20th, I and my brother bought theſe two mares of a 


man that ſaid he came from Brentwood ; we agreed to give him 81. for one, and 61, for the 


other: we went to Birmingham to ſee an acquaintance, and got there December 23; then we 


{et off to come to London again; I went on to Cuttle-mill, thinking my brother would 
come to me; there came in hx or ſeven men, and put a pair of handcuffs on me, and brought 
me to Coventry; and all the way ſtopped at all the ale-houſes, and made me fuddled, and 
wanted me to confeſs: they laid, if I would confeſs that J was the man that ſtopped 'ſquire 
Digby, I thould have my handcuffs taken off, They took me before Alderman Hewitt, he 
ſaw I was very much in liquor; he ſhewed me a piece of paper, and ſaid it was what my 
brother had faid; he ordered me a pot of beer; they kept me there all the afternoon; they 
aſked me to confeſs, and faid the Alderman would let me free by confeſſing; ſo I being much 


in liquor, confeſſed the firſt thing that came into my head, the Alderman wrote it down on 


a piece of paper, and I figned it, in order to get my liberty. 1 have got a receipt here of the 


man's that I paid for the mares: 1 am a milkman by trade. 
He called Nathan Kelly and Thomas Whitchurch, two miltmen, and Mary Tolly, who had known ham 


from a child, who ſaid his character was very good till lately. Guilty, Death. | 


Robert Slack was indifled for ſlealing a bay mare, value 6. the properly of Joſeph Wilmot, Dec. 22. 


Fofſeph Wilmot, I live at Mile-cud ; 1 loft a bay mare out of a field oppolite Bancroft's alms- 
houſes, 
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houſes, in the pariſh of Stepney : there was an account in the news-papers, that Mr, Alder- 


man Hewitt had committed two men, who rode two bay mares; I wrote to a gentleman to 


deſcribe them: and by the deſcription, I found one to be mine: I went down to Coventry, 
and found her in the poſſeſſion of Edward Tooue, and {wore to her as my property beſore 
the Alderman, and ſhe was delivered to me. | : 


Edward Toone. I live at Coventry. On the 24th of December Mr. Alderman Hewitt ſent 
ſor me, and told me a man at William King's was ſuſpected to have a ſtolen mare; I went 


there, and ſeized the priſoner at the bar: the mare was at the ſhop door. William King 


keeps a public-houſe, and is a blackſmith. 'The priſoner was offering her to ſale; Mr. Wil- 
mot came to me, I ſhewed him that mare; he claimed her as his property, and ſhe was de- 


livered to him. | | 

Mr. Alderman Hewitt. King came to me, and laid there was a perſon offering a mare to 
ſell, which he thought was worth 20]. for 5 guineas, and he thought he did not come honeſt- 
ly by her. I deſired the man might be brought before me. He was brought; it was the 
priſoner; I examined him how he came by the mare; he ſaid he bought her in Smithfield. 
J ordered him to be ſearched, they found upon him a loaded piſtol and a pocket book, con- 


taining fome notes; upon which I committed him that night upon ſuſpicion, for farther ex- 


amination. The next morning an account was brought me of Mr. Digby's being ſtopped; 


and the perſon that ſtopped him being deſcribed, gave me ſome reaſon to think this was the 


man. | ſent for a conſtable, in order that he ſhould be brought again for examination. 
The goaler himſelf came to me, and ſaid the priſoner deſired to be brought to me again, that 
he had ſomething to ſay. He was brought; 1 examined him; he aſked me ſome queſtions, 
to know, if he ſhould make any diſcovery of his accumplices, whether he could have favor 
ſhewn him. I told him with reſpe& to that, I could ſay nothing to it; if he had any thing 
to ſay, I was ready to take an account of it ; but what uſe could be made of it I could not tell. 
Qucſtion. Was he ſober? | ; 

Mr. Hcuill. He was perfectly fober; he told me his brother was at Cuttle mill, 

Queſtion. Did you give him any hopes at all of being made an evidence? 

Mr. Hewitt, I went upon a particular examination, in which the priſoner charged one 
Stedman as an accomplice in the cutting off the teats of ſeveral cows; I ſent the information 
to Sir John Fielding, and received for anſwer, that Stedman and others, charged iff the ſaid 
information, had been apprehended, and upon their examination had proved themſelves in- 
nocent of the ſeveral crimes charged by the priſoner. 

. Quejlon. Would he have made that coufeſfion if he had no expectation of favour? 

Mr. Hewitt. To that J cannot anſwer. 

: Priſoner's Defence. 1 uſed to buy and fell horſes. On Friday the 20th of December, my 
brother and I bought thele two mares ofa country-like man; he ſaid he came from Brentwood : 
we gave him 61. for one, and SI. for the other: I have bought many horſes in Smithfield 
market. After I bought them, I went home to my father's houſe, and laid the receipts by, 
and could not tell Mr. Alderman Hewitt what I had done with them; I have had them brought 
to me; they are here: I never was in my father's houſe after the day we bought the mares. 
Guilty, Death. Ry : 

There was another indiciment againſl the two brothers, for ſlealing a promiſſory note, value 141. 108. 
the property of their father. 

8 


I muſt beg leave to apply to you, in behalf of the evidence that have 
been brought up by me from Coventry, againſt Robert and James Slack: 


the proſecutors have been at a large expence, the coming down to Co- 
ventry 
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ventry to ſware to their property, and the charge of their horſes whilſt 
there, which will amount to as much as the value of their certificates. 


I have incloſed, ſtated the expences of the evidences in attending upon 


the trial. I have paid four guineas on the account of the apprehend- 

ing them beſore they were committed; what charge you will think pro- 

per to make on the county of Middleſex, on account of the evidences, 
who are perſons in very low circumſtances, and large families, the inter- 
rupting of their callings whilſt abſent, is humbly ſubmitted to your con- 
lideration, and am, | Your moſt humble ſervant, 

FOHN HEW:I:T TT, 

With reſpect to myſelf, the latisſaction! in being ſerviceable to the com- 

munity and the country in general, is all my expectation. 

To expences of bringing up three evidences, 11. 11s 6d. Maintenance 
on the road, 15s. The ſame returning home, 21. 6s. 6d. Maintenance 
and lodging in town from Monday until Saturday, at 4s. each per 
day, gl. Total of the expences, 71. 13s. 

The habeas, moving, &c. paid by Mr. Ald. Hewitt, as well as the above. 
To the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor. 

. Juſlices Hall in the Old Bailey, April 10, 1 1766. 
My lord mayor this moment gave me your letter, and if I can contri- 
bute any thing to bring theſe two great offenders to juſtice, you may 
command me; and my lord mayor (who preſents his compliments to 
you) can do no more till any proſecutors appear before him. I am, 


To Joln' Heil, Eſq; to be lejt at Your moſt humble and obliged, 


Mr. Brockhurfl's, Newgate Street. *I. FOR P. 
On Friday the 2nd of May, 1766, James Eyre, Eſq; recorder for the 
city of London, made the report to his majeſty of the capital convicts 
under ſentence of death in Newgate, waen James Slack, and Robert 
Slack, were ordercd to be executcd at Tyburn, on Wedneſday, May 7. 
Colman Street. May 6. 

Mr. Ford 6th his beſt compliments to Mr. Hewitt, and informs 
him, that the two lads will be executed to-morrow morning, unleſs he 
has ſucceeded in his application, which ſhould not only be in writing, 
but perſonally. | 

Upon their being convicted and ordered ſor execution, at the requeſt 
of their {ather, and the unhappy young men, I applied to the ſecretary 
of {tate to intercede in their behalf; but the numerous crimes, and che 


barbarity exerciſed in ſeveral inſtances, prevented the wiihed for ſuccels. 
* hey were executed on the grd of Mav, 1766, and I returned to Coventry, without one 
ſhilling be ing reimburled me. 


A Narratioc 


1 
EC d . AYP 


A Narrative of the Proceedings of the Author for the Diſcovery of the Perſuns 
who commulted the Murder and Robbery {at the Toll-gate, near Brindley, in 
' the Pariſh of Stoke, and County of Coventty) cf Charles Pinchbeck, Gate- 
keeper, on the Night of the ſecond, or Morning of the third of Novemger, 1772. 


N the third of November, information being brought to me, 
of the Toll-gate houſe near Bindley being broke into, and 
the gate-keeper dangerouſly wounded, and robbed "of all his caſh, T 
directly adviſed the printing ſome hand-btills for the information of the 
public, and diſcovering of the offenders. It being a dark night, and 
about one in the morning, it was not poſſible to diſcern features, but 
the reflexion of the fire gave him an opportunity of ſeeing the villain 
who entered the houſe, ſo far as to enable him to ſce his dreſs, and dil- 
cover the colour of his hair. The other who flood behind the houſe 
at a little diſtance, and who ſpoke to his companion, his voice he very 
well knew was the voice of a perſon whom he had often diſcourſed with, 
but could not recollect. Theſe were the only particulars that the poor 
old man could give of this tranſaction. Thecircumſtance of being three 
people was an error in the firſt account, and which tended to perplex the 
inquiry. No account was received by me, nor any perſon named as 
ſuſpected, until the gth following, when I received a meſſage from 
Lord Craven, who deſired that three perſons ſuſpected by the meſſenger, 
might be taken up and examined; one Eburne, John and William Cram- 
mer, all ſawyers; and two being well known to be perſons of ſuſpicious 
characters, and then charged with felony and ſuſpicion of burglary. Upon 
hearing the gate-Keeper was ſuppoſed to be near dying, ſet out, and took 
his examination at the toll-gate houſe, in bed,* and then waited on 
Lord Craven, who deſired me to offer in his name twenty pounds, 


*Coventry The Information of Charles Pinchheck. in the Par aſh of Stoke, Toll. gale Keeper, in the 
to wit. | County aforeſaid, taken. on Oath before me, one of hts Majeſty's Juſlices of the Peace for the 
ſaid City and County, who ſaith as follows, _ 

That on the third day of this preſent month f November, between the hours of one and 
three in the morning, three men came to the toll-gate houſe, near Bindley, of which he is 
keeper, and by force one of them broke into the ſaid houſe, and diſcharged a piſtol, by which 
he the ſaid keeper was wounded in his left hand, and afterwards plundered his houſe, and 
took from thence, nine pounds and upwards. - And farther this informant faith not. 

Sworn this gin Day of November, 177%] The Mark of 
| before J. Hxwirr. 5 CHARLES N PINBHBECK: 


3 M over 


234 The Murder and Robbery of 


over and above all other rewards, for the diſcovery of the offenders. 
The next day the poor old man dicd of his wound. The proper mea- 
ſures being taken to apprehend the perſons ſuſpected, Eburne was ſe— 
cured at Birmingham; but proving his innocence to my fatisfaction 
he was diſcharged: But the general ſuſpicion prevailing againſt 
Crammers, who were then lurking at ſome diſtance; and like- 


wiſe John Hawkins, alias Yellow Jack, James Green, William Wright, 
and one Adkins, their particular aſſociates, the four friſt were appre- 


hended in Coventry.——The two Crammers, and John Hawkins, in the 
year 1763, with ſeveral other of their then accomplices, were charged 
on oath, and the confeſſion of W. Crammer, with a number of felonies, 
before me but had the good luck to eſcape by a defect in the proſecu- 
tion. | | 

To expediate the taking of Crammers (who had eſcaped from the con- 


ſtables) I ordered ſome freſh hand-bills to be printed, and the addi- 


tion of four guineas reward to be paid on their being apprehended, and 
brought before me.* This had its effect, and in twenty-four hours 


| | A Robbery and Murder. 

* WHEREAS on the third of November 1772, between the hours of one and three o'clock 
in the night, three men came to the turnpike-houſe near Bindley Bridge, and forcibly broke 
into the ſame; and ene of them by diſcharging a loaded piſtol, wounded the keeper of the 


ſaid gate, (of which wound he 15 ſince dead) and afterwards plundered his houſe of ten 


pounds, and upwards, about {even ſhillings thereof being in half-pence: And whereas, the 
perſon who diſcharged the piſtol, is deſcribed to be a tall thin man, of a black complexion, 
and wore his own black hair, and was dreſſed in a waggoner's frock, with a liule round hat 


upon his head. 


Any perſon who can give intelligence of the parties concerned in the ſaid felony and mur- 
der, ſo that one or more of the offenders may be apprehended, ſhall, over and above the 
ſeveral ſums of Forty Pounds, accruing ou convidion of each of the ſaid, perſons, be intitled 
io a reward of Thirty Pounds inore, to be paid by order of the Gommiſhoners of the ſaid turn- 
pike- road; and a further reward of Twenty Pounds, which the Right Hon. Lord Craven hath 
appointed to be paid, as an additional encouragement for bringing the ſaid offenders to jul- 
tice, And if any one of the {aid oflenders (except the perſon who fired at, and 
wounded the gate-keeper) will give information to Mr. Holled in Lutterworth, Mr. Watts at 
Bindley, or to Mr. Alderinan Hewitt, or Mr. Dadley in Coventry, ſo that one or both of his 
accomplices may be apprehended and brought to juſtice, he ſhall be entitled to a free pardon, 
and all the ſaid rewards for ſuch diſcovery and conviction. | 
| Coventry, November 23, 1772. 

The following Per ſons ſtand charged on Oath, and flrong Suſpicion of divers Felonies, viz. 
William Crammer, of Red-ditch in Worceſterſhire, and John Crammer, of Stivichall 


within the liberties of this city.—They lately refided in Coventry, and are by trade, ſawyers, 


and were laſt ſeen at work near Wappenbury and Weſton in the county of Warwick, but 
| | | after 
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after they were accordingly taken; and brought before me; the 
reward being paid the perſons who apprehended them, by Lord Craven. 
In the mean while, informations of other perſons ſuſpected had been 
received, though no traces of proof againſt thele fix perſons, of the mur- 
der or robbery of Charles Pinchbeck, yet they appeared to be a gang of 
dangerous fellows, I committed Crammers for the aſſizes, and took 
ſecurity for the good behaviour of the reſt, as a ſecurity to the public 
during winter, and their appearance on any future circumſtance, Of 
what public utility theſe proceedings have been to this city, the county 
of Warwick, and country in general, the events that have ſince followed 
do fully evince.* 


now abſcond. William Crammer is about fire feet fix inches in height, is well made, and 
wears his own fair hair. John Craminer is thin made, aud has fair curled hair.—T hey are 
ſtrongly ſuſpected to be two of the perſons concerned in the burglary and murder at Bindley 
.turnpike: And whoever will give intelligence, whgreby they may be apprehended, ſhall, 
upon their commitment, receive Iwo Guineas reward lor each, over and above the rewards 
ſpecified in the former advertiſements; 

And any accomplice in the ſaid burglary and murder, may even yet be admitted an evi- 
dence, and not only ſave his own life by making diſcovery forthwith of his companions, but 
upon their being apprehended, ſhall be intitled to an immediate reward of Two Guineas for 
each perſon, aud upon their conviction ſhall receive all the other rewards offered above, to- 
gether with his Majeſty's moſt gracious pardon for theſe, and all their other former offences. 
— They will be wile in liſteving to this encouragement before it is to late; for delay will be 


dangerous, and the door of mercy. may very ſoon be ſhut for ever againſt them, | 
7: HEWITT, Alderman. 


*Coventry De Examination of Will. Crammer, taken before me, one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of ile 
to Wit, Peace for the ſaid City and County, who ſays as follows ; | 
That he was born at Preſten by Henley in Arden, came to Coventry in corn harveſt, in 

the year 1771, and worked at Wappenbury along with John Tarbutt, for Mr. Reeves Cubing- 

ton; lodged at John Roaches in Weſtonabout lix months, left there before Chriſtmas, when he 
went to work with Bromwich, in Wappenbu+y, continued at Wappenbury till March or April 
laſt, and then came to work with Mr. Swayne of Foleſhill, at his work at Jefferies Wood Croſs; 

a ſew days before Coventry ſhew fair, he went to work at Lord Craven's, left his lordſhip's work 

a little beſore Michaelmas; hath been at work ſince then at Richard Cox's, Stivichall, left 

him about laſt Saturday three weeks; laſt Monday was- ſortnight, he went to work Mr, Charles 

Grag's work, at Noble, by Lemington, near Warwick, and hath worked there ever ſince; about 

laſt Monday was a month, he began to work with his brother John Crammer, and hath not 

any acquaintanceor knowledge of Joſiah Eburne, hath no acquaintance with Thomas Atkins > 

Laſt Monday was three weeks he was over at Bubnall, at the widow Taylor's, along with bis 

brother Benjamin at plow, ſtaid there till one or two o'clock in the afternoon, and then his 

brother John and he returned to Coventry, and were at home all night, the next day in the 
morning, he, this examinant and his brother ſet off for Lemington by Warwick, and have 
continued there ever ſince. | 


Having 
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Having done with theſe, I then proceeded to apprehend Tho- 
mas Farn, and John Howe; and likewife to bring before me one 
John Tucky, then in Warwick bridewell, being the three next perſons 
againit whom information had bcen given. Againſt Fara and Howe, 
the firſt ground of the cauſe of ſuſpicion, made a deep and an immov- 


able impreſſion on my mind; but with reſpect to Tucky, his bad 
character, and alſo his living in the neighbourhood of the others, 


were the reaſons of ſuſpecting him as the third perſon, but not 
any thing to conlirm it appeared on his examination; yet he appearing 


to be a bad man, having committed a felony, and being a deſerter from 


the marines, who on account of his character would not receive 
him again, he was likewiſe committed until the aſſizes, for the fe— 
lony which he confeſſed. On the 2gth of November, I proceed- 
ed to the examination of Howe and Farn. The account Farn gave 
of himſelf, the time and road he went home by, were conlirmations of 
the ſuſpicion of his guilt.s I at that time not knowing exactly the 


*Coventry f The Examination of ohn Howe, token before me, one of lis Majeſly's Fuſiices of the 


to wit. Peace for the ſaid City of Coventry. 

That he leſt Brinklow about twelve o'clock on the ſecond of November laſt, and came to 
the fair, that day held in this city, put up at the Three Horſe Shoes, Much Park Street; 
he ſoon after went into the fair, to buy a mare, along with Henry Brag; about four or five 
o'ciock he returned to the ſaid inn, and there met with Thomas Leader, there were in com— 
pany one Packwood, and D. Hewitt, but doth not recollect any other perſon, except Thomas 
Rogers, to whom he had fold a mare, and to whoſe houſe he went to receive the money, ſtaid 
till ten o'clock, and went up to Mr, Panther's at the three horſe-ſhoes aforeſaid, and left that 


| houſe between eleven and twelve o'clock at night, when he parted wih Thomas Farn at 


the door, that he went through the gate at Bindley Bridge, when he was let through by the 
deceaſed Charies Vinchbeck, about twelve o'clock the ſame night, and got home to Brink- 
iow between one and two iu the morning; and this examinant further ſaith, that he had not 
ſeen, or been in company with 1 hoinas Farn aforementioned, of Church Lawford, of one 
month, till he met him at the Horle Shoe that evening, and farther this informant ſaith not. 


Taken November 29, 1772. ( The Mark of - 
r. JOHN X HOWE. 


Coventry) The Examination of Tromas Farn, taken before me, one of hs Majeſty $ Juſtices of the 
to Wit. 5 Peace for the ſara City and County, who ſays as follows. 

That he was at Coventry laſt fair day, came to town alone, about eleven o'clock, went to 
the Three Horſe Shoes, in Much Paik Street, and ſat down to drink with Thomas Leader, left 
that houſe about eleven o'clock at night, when he ſet out with John Howe of Brioklow, the 
ſaid Howe was on horſe-back, and he this examinant on foot; Howe he leſt at the door on 
horſe-back, and this examinant ſet out on foot, went by the Whitley road to the Black Dog, 
and croſſed the grounds to Church Lawford, but had no company at all; the company at 
the Horle Shoe were all gone, when this lorn n and Howe came out > he thinks, but 


ſtate 
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| fate of the road to Lawford, was miſled by the miſtake of another gen- 
tleman, and the conſtables neglect in the not ſearching. their houfes 
according to orders, they were diſmiſſed, but as I told. them, far 
from being ſatisfied of their innocence, or my ſuſpicions of them 
being removed. At this time I was ſeized with a painful dif- 
order, and confined to my bed for ſeveral weeks, nothing farther 
was done until the 28th of December, when ſome farther ſuſpicions 
ariſing, I again had them apprehended along with Robert Ve- 
rity; but on examination, the evidence being ſtrong, but not ſuf- 
ficient to commit, they were again diſmiſſed, I being in too weak 
a ftate to undergo any fatigue at this time: but from that day I 
placed a watch upon their motions, ſo that it was impoſſible to run away 
without an immediate purſuit. At this time Lord Craven made up his 
bounty zol. 4 which was publiſhed in the gazette, with his majeſty's par- 
don to any one of the offenders, to encourage a dilcovery. Thirty 
pounds likewiſe was offered by the commiſſioners of the road, the next 
poſt after I received a threatning letter, which was publiſhed in 
the gazette, with his majeſty's pardon, and a reward offered to 
diſcover the writer. It is very ſurpriſing, that the great reward offered, 
and the perſeverance of the magiſtrate, ſhould not have encouraged 
ſome one to a diſcovery, as they had acknowledged themſelves guilty 
to their friends and accomplices. 


cannot be ſure, he got home about one o'clock next morning: Had on the ſame brown coat 
he now wears, he works with William Leader, and hath done ſo for near eight years, about 
the week before laſt he met with one John Tucker, near half a mile on this fide Rugby, had 
not ſeen him of a long time before, and never fince, and further this ivformant ſaith not. 
Taken before me, Nov. 29, 1772, The Mark of 

J. HEWITT. THOMAS 8% FARN. 


*Verity ſays, he remembers being at Worceſter's, the corner of Much Park Street the fair 
day, and buying ſome tea and ſnuff, generally calls at the Roſe and Crown, or at the Golden 
Horſe, that he went to bed about ten o'clock that night, at James Dyke's, and got up about 
ſeven o'clock, he was at the Golden Horſe, with Richard Clemens, taylor, in Brinklow. 


| | December 29. 
T Mr. Dadley preſents his compliments to Mr. Alderman Hewitt, and if he ſhould be able 
to make any diſcovery in conſequence of his preſent purſuit, begs the favour of being informed | 
any time this evening, as he is writing to Lord Craven, who is exceedingly intereſted in the 
buſineſs, and has already applicd to Lord Rochford, upon an undertaking to increaſe the 
reward propoſed by himſelſ to fifty guineas. | 
Would wait upon the Alderman, but is aftaid to venture into the cold, 
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After this ſecond diſmiſſion, their behaviour and conduct were 
ſtrictly obſerved, and almoſt every day produced new marks of 
guilt, of which I had private accounts ſent me, but was deter- 


S IR, | | 

*Pleaſe your worſhip, theſe lines are to let you know that you was in the wrong of it at 
firſt, by taking theſe men up at firſt, for if you had examined them, and cloſely confined 
them, and croſs queſtoned them, (for they have ſcarce any thing to ſay for themſelves) for 
they will not ſay, poor Charles, nor, poor man, it is a pity but they were catched, nor any 
thing at all about it; they are as afraid, as a young child is afraid of a rod, and all the ſame, 
One of the men's wives ſays, if John Howe, Tom Farn, and Bob Verity holds together, 
the devil cannot find it out; they are afraid every night as they go to bed, for fear any body 
ſhould come for them: this their wives themſelves tell about the town they are ready to fink 
through the bed for fear; they are always drinking at the ale-houſe, damning and ſinking 
their bodies and fouls to hell, and when they are ſober they are thiaking, ſo they are never 
Tight: for their conſcience is always a pricking them, for they have lived in their reguery a 
great while, they work hardly ever work. There is John Howe does nothing at our town, 
nor Bob Verity and Tom Farn of Church Lawford, does nothing at all, and can buy any thing 
what he has a mind of, both in eating, drinking, and wearing apparel, all the world is in amaze 
which way they do to do it, for people that work cannot do at all. Laſt winter Faru had but 
one child, and they could not liveat all, but now they cando any thing, what they have a mind 
of, he has helpedto rob other houſes. Laſt ſpring of the year they began to-flouriſh, flung 
their money about by two or three guineas at a time Farn has been ſeen, which all the world 
knows he never worked for it, by all account he never received any gold for it in his life, I 
believe by his maſter William Leader, ſhoe-maker, if you pleaſe to ſend to William Leader, 


' Brinklow, and Thomas Franklin, he will not get hardly one ſhilling in the fortnight. John 


Howe of our town was as poor as any body could be, now he has got a team of horſes worth 
forty pounds at this time, which all the world that knew him 1s. in ſurprize: one of the 
men's wives laugh about that letter that was ſent to your honour, and deſired you to reſign 
the flick up, and defired it to be brought up.to the north ſide of the croſs, aud then ſhe 
ſaid, perhaps one of the election men might ſtoop to pick it up, and then ſhe thought her 
huſband might be ſree, the dread would be over then; and then another apology ſhe made 
if her huſband was to run away, or oue of the three, then they would follow them, and ſo 
ſhe did not know what to do, ſhe has wiſhed him dead many a time ſince poor Chailes has 
been dead, and then you could not meddle with him; they live in hopes now that it is done 
with, now they begin 10 prick up their cars a little, they think it is all done with now. 
They are the men (as ſure as | write this) by their talk; if you choſe to examine them how 
they came by their money, (for they have plenty of it, and never work) their maſter Lea- 
der can teſtify that he never received any gold for his work: Thomas Enis, taylor, has made 
him Tom Farn, as gocd a broad cloth waiſtcoat at Bilton, as any gentleman can wear, 
and he lodged five guineas in the hands of Ann Middleton, landlady at Bilton, keeps the 
ſign of the Star in Short. | N 

If you was to take Farn's wife up, ſhe would do for them preſently, for ſhe is a chatteriog 
bitch as any is in England; examine him and her ſeperately, they would be in two tones; 


« this way you muſt do, or you will never find it out I think. 


Laſt Friday ſen*night I ſent one ſetiet to Coventry upon the ſame ſubject, and the carrier 
hid it at Mr. Smith's ſhop canniſter, but I never heard whether Mr. Hewitt, Alderman had 
it or not. And ſo good luck to you, you never will find them out, except you fight cunning, 

ou muſt twiſt and twine them about, for they are ſubtile men, and in ſhort, — — 


To Join Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. mined 
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mined not to have them taken up again until his health was better eſta- 
bliſhed, and he had proofs ſufficient to juſtify a commitment, if not 
convict them. Between this period and the end of March, ſeveral in- 


Pleaſe your Honour, 
I take it upon me to let you know that you was wrong to releaſe John Howe and Thomas 


| Farn, for that Sunday that Thomas Farn was taken, John Howe's ſiſter that lives at Coven- 


try, came poſt haſte over to our town, Brinklow, to let her brother John know ſhe came up 


to our town poſt haſte, and went into her brother's houſe, and never fat down at all; ſhe, 
the brother, and the wife went into che yard, and ſtaid there for the ſpace of an hour, and went 
into the barn, and Raid ſome time, and came out, and looked as pale as aſhes, and as wild 
as he could look, and thoſe that watched ſaw it all, and heard ſome of the diſcourſe; Howe 
ſaid to his ſiſter, have they got Farn? ſhe (aid, yes; he then ſwore a great oath, and ſaid, 
then I muſt go, for I am afraid he will do for me, and looked as wild as he could look. 
And Farn ſaid that Sunday morning to the two men, Garner and Smart, how fooliſh you two 
would have looked if I had levelled you, for I could have done it; for he bad two guns and 
a piſtol in the houſe at the ſame time, and no uſe for either- They are the men as ſure as 
can be I believe; in particular fince poor Charles has been robbed of his money, Howe and 


Farn have been drinking for two days and two nights, and have ſpent ſeven or eight ſhillings 


each together at a ſitting, and play all the pranks that they know of. which all the world takes 
notice of, for Howe nor Farn had no money before they took to this- way, for they could not 
tive laſt winter, and now they can buy. any thing what they have a mind of. Since theſe 
papers have been put out, they look like death, and there has been a great deal of notice 
taken of them, for they will neither ſay, poor man, Iam forry for him, nor ſay it is a pity 
but the rogues were catched, nor nothing about it, for Farn's wife is as great a bellowing 
bitch as any in England, or any where elſe. Farn and Jack Howe are as great poachers for 


catching hares or rabbits, or any thing elſe, they ought to be puniſhed for that, for they bave 


brought many ſtolen goods to Coventry, fowl and hares, poultry dead, and alive, and dreſt, 
which I think hardly fair; this they have followed ſeveral years. Farn has worked at our 
town at Wm. Leader's ſhoe maker, he would make but one pair of ſhoes a week a many 
times, and that is but one ſhilling for him and his wife and children to live upon a whole 
week, and ſometimes but one a ſorinight; laſt winter he had but one child. Farn has flou- 
riſhed a great deal lately, he has bought a great many things of late, which alt the world that 
knew him before, cannot help taking a great deal of notice of; it is beyond any body's expec- 
tation, let him work as hard as he could, he would have had no money to ſpare to buy any 

thing at all: as for John Howe, be had no money, he has bought the third part of a barge, 


and has ſince fold it for twenty pounds; fince then he has bought a team of horſes, worth 


forty pounds; and he looks as dejected as any body can look. As for Robert Verity, he is 
as looſe a-rogue as any is, the Sunday that Tom Fara was taken, his wife was in ſuch an 
agony nothing could be like it ſurel 
and huſband if it had not been for Mr. Powell, rector of Church Lawford, and the reſt of the 
people, ſo ſhe held her tongue, and would not ſay any thing at all; and ſince they are frighted 
to death. every night as they lie in bed, if they hear any thing ſtir in the night, they are afraid 
for ſear fomebody is coming for him; he can hardly reſt at all. and to un away they dare 
not, for that would open the whole, for they are as guilty as any men that ever robbed any 
body, by their own actions: the neighbours talk to them, they have nothing at all to fay, 
for if they had been clear they never would have had ſo much talk, for they would have tore 
the whole town up by the roots. In ſhort, if this is not enough, I can help you to ſome 
more, but I think this is. Pray do not let this writing be ſeen; pray take this writing off 


upon another ſheet of paper. 
To John Hewitt, Ejq; Coventry, 
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formations were offered, and on very probable grounds of ſuſpicion 
againſt different parties, all which were taken and examined into by 
me, but turned out no more than mere ſuſpicion and imagination; but 


Mr. Hewitt, 
That Sunday that Tom Farn was taken, John Howe's ſiſter came to Brinklow poſt haſte, 


and when up at Brinklow town, ſhe came as falt as ſhe could walk; when at her brother's 
houſe, ſhe would not fit down at all, ſhe wanted to ſpeak with her brother, ſo they both went 
into the yard, and was there about an hour together, and John's wife was backwards and 
forwards, but they did not care to let her know but little; they were feen and heard all the 
while, and I heard ſome words which were enough to ſatisfy me that it was them, and no— 
body elſe, and he looked as wild as he could look, and I heard him ſay to his ſiſter, have 
they got Farn? ſhe ſaid, yes, they have; then by God I muſt go (for I am afraid be will 
ſee him to night,) if I can, for I am afraid he will do for me; this I heard myſelf. Laſt 
ſpring of the year they were judged very much to rob Mr. Bennit, farmer, lives in Bilton, of 
upwards of eighteen pounds in money, Tom Farn and John Howe of Brivklow, for in a 
fortnight or three weeks after, I do not juſtly know which, Tom Farn was ſeen with fix 
guineas, and lodged five pounds in Ann Middleton's hands, landlady at Bilton; he got 
drunk at her houſe, and the Bilton people judged it the more then: they were the men as 
ſure as can be, Farn's own mother will not take his part. The Sunday that he was taken 


upon the account of old Charles, his mother was ſent for, but ſhe ſent word ſhe would not 


come, for it was no more than what ſhe expected a good while before, nor his wife's father 
and mother would not come, ſo they left it to themlelves to do what they could, for they 
knew that Farn and John Howe had been cenfederates together a good while ; they robbed 
the toll-gate at our town, and took a box containing two pair of ſtays, one pair very good; 
the- beſt ſhe fold I know where, and ten pounds in the box beſides. They were drinking all 
one day, and ſo made the poor man drunk, and at night like rogues they robbed him, the 
toll-mau will never think no otherways ever while he lives, but they were the men. Thefe 


men fling their money about in a plentiſul manner, Farn ſpoke for a tea table at twenty ſhil- 


lings or a guinea, which he thought proper; before he took to gaming and poaching, catch- 
ing of harcs, and fowl lealing, and ſince he took to robbing, they flouriſhed deadly, and have 
plenty of money to do any thing with: Farn, his wife, and dame Polliſey went to Nunea- 
ton to buy theſe things, they durſt not come to Coventry to buy them, for fear their neigh- 
bours ſhould fee them, and to Rugby they durſt not go, they bought as good a ſuit of clothes 
as ever a man need to wear, as good a broad cloth waillcoat as ever a gentleman need put on; 
I know the. taylor that made it, and that is Thomas Enos, taylor, of Bilton, within one 
mile of Rugby, and his wife a good flowered gown, which they never could get if they work 
ever ſo hard, but inſtead of that, he would not get one ſhilling in the fortnight very often, 
William Leader of our town, Brinklow, will teilify the ſame; and his uncle of Church 


| Lawford will anſwer the ſame I do aſſure you: they are all the men, as ſure as can be, they 


are as afraid of being taken as cau be, as a child 1s of a rod, for all they are ſometimes pert, 
ſometimes again they are caſt down, you may read it in their faces, they look dejected, ready 
to fink through their clothes, look like death, like one laid out that is dead. Sir, If you pleaſe 


to {end for Fara and Howe of Brio\lo.y, ud keep them ſeparated, you may find it out ready 
enough, and {end for Farn's Wife, you ll tind chem out foon, by keeping them ſeparate. 
So if you chole to ſegd for WW tler, of Brinklow, and Thomas Frankton, ſhoe 


aud then you will be ſatisfied; then examine 
not 


maketrs, to knyw what he hes 
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not chuſing to diſcourage the endeavours of well deſigning people 
ſearching into every particular, though ſeveral took up days to 90 
through. | | 


him how-he came by all that money, for he never worked for any of it I am ſure; now 
they have bought theſe fine clothes, they dare not wear them. They have made away his 
round hat I can afſure you, and his round ſmock frock as we call it, his wife has made her 
an apron of; ſhe ſays herſelf, they ſhall not ſee ſuch things. At the time he was taken up 
that Sunday, he had then in his houfe two guns and one piſtol, and he has no buſineſs for 
ſuch things, no more than nothing: all this is very true in every ſhape. When one of 
the papers was read over in his preſence, his colour came and went, came and went, and 
was taken notice of, and bit his lips, and never ſpoke one word, nor his wiſe in any ſhape; 
that thefarmers and other people took a deal of notice of: he would not have ſtopped to have 
heard it at all, but was taken at a nonplus, and ſo could not get away, but he never ſaid one 
word, poor Charles, it is a pity but the rogues were catched, nor nothing, nor his wiſe: his wiſe 
ſays, if any one of them run away, they would go after them, and catch them, and ſo they 
do not know what to do; they are always in fear and dread, ſhe wiſhes her huſband was 
dead, and then they could do nothing at him. Pray Sir, do not let this writing be ſhewn 
to any one, pray take it off this paper, for ſhould it be known by our town's people, they 
would perhaps do me ſome injury, | | | 


To Jom Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. ' 


City of Coventry, The Examination of Foſial Eburne, taken this 12th Day of November, 1772, 
to Wit. before me, one of his Majeſly's Fuflices of the Peace for the ſatd City and County, 
who ſays as follows. 

That he is by trade a ſawyer, his laſt maſter with whom he worked, was Alderman Clark 
of this city, that he left Coventry laſt Friday was ſen' night. and the Monday following being 
the ſecond of November, he began working with one Mr. Orton, and lodged every night, 
(Sunday laſt excepted) at the Cock in Deritend, and laſt Sunday came to Coventry, and 
lay that night at his own houſe, in Grey Fryars Lane in this cit», had no company when 
he came to Coventry, but his own brother; it was about one o'clock when he got to his 
own houſe, ſaw no company that day or night, but Catharine Sadler, John Bane, and 
his wite; left Coventry at ſeven oclock on Monday morning, and went to his former lodg- 
ings, at the Cock in Deritend, where he hath continued ever ſince with Richard Howard 
in the laid Orton's ſervice : he knows William Crammer, and his brother John Crammer, 
but never worked with them, nor in their company half an hour in his life, hath never 
ſeen thein but at Stoke race, and hath no acquaintance with them: and this examinant 
further faith, that he doth not know the toll-gate houſe near Bindley bridge, on the road to 
Comb Abbey, and never knew the gate keeper of the ſaid toll-gate, and doth not know che 
road, nor where it ſtands; the Friday he ſet out, he called at the Cock at Elmdone, in his 
way to Birmingham, when Richard Howard was in company with him: a month before 
he leſt the town he had been indilpoled, and could do but little work, but had pay of the 
pariſh of Renelworth. 


This man was diſcharged on his examination, no criminal proof ap- 


pearing againſt him at this time; he afterwards went to Liverpool, com- 


mitted a capital offence at Cheſter, and I got him ſecured in Ireland after 
ſome pains and expence; this I ſhall have occaſion to mention on ſome 


future ſubject hereafter. 
| 3 0 | Coventry 


2 
\ 
| 
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Coventry The Examination of Foin Crammer, taken before me, one of his Majeſty's Fuſlices of the 
to wit. { Peace for the ſaid City and Counqy, who jazs as follows. 

That he is the brother of William Crammer, and born at Preſton Bagot near Henley in 
Arden, is about forty or fifty years of age, hath lived at Coventry about three years, in the 
yard of Thomas Adcock, and worked at Wappenbury with Charles Gray; this time twelve 
months he worked with his brother William, tor the ſaid Charles Gray, until this laſt Mon- 
day, he and his brother have been in partnerſhip about fourteen days; was in Mr. Down's 
work, at Jeffery's Wood Croſs, about three weeks or more, along with William Ball of 
this city: hath little or no acquaintance with joſiah Eburne, who was never at his houſe; 
hath lodged in Adcock's yard, (the wheelwright) near St. John's Church in this city: hath 
no acquaintance with Thomas Atkins. Lalt Saturday was three weeks he left the work at 
Jeffery's Wood Crols, near Coventry; the next week neither he nor his brother William 
had any work; on the laſt fair day we was at Bubnell, along with his two brothers Benja— 
min and Joſeph Crammers, left Bubnell between two and three o'clock that day, being 
the ſecond of November, and both came home to their lodgings in this city, where they 
continued all night, and never ſtirred out that night, nor all the next day. 


Coventry Mary Cram mer on oath ſaith, That the three couple and half of fowls ſhe 
to wit. ( offered, and ſold to Richard Idliff, on the 2gth of October, were brought to 


this informant by William Crammer and Joha Crammer the day betore, and farther faith 
not. | Waitnels, 
Taken and Sworn before me, this 25,04 of Nev. 1772, THOMAS BALLARD: 
I. f 


Coventry g The Examination of Thomas Atkins, taken beſore me, one of his Maje/ly's Fufl:ices of the 


io wit. 5 Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows. | 
That he knows John Crammer, but hath had no perſonal acquaintance with him, never 
in company with them, nor ever ſpent an evening with them in all his life; hath been in 
Coventry twelve months laſt Michaelmas: never at either of their houſes but once or twice 
in all his life, never went to any faw pit where they were at work, but once in all his life, 
and then it was only to buy a board of them; on Tueſday morning laſt he ſet out to take 
a bundle from the wile of William Crammer, which he was to leave at the Black Dog, at 
Leamington, and to leave it there till called for, but did not know who the bundle was 
for: that the ducks and fowls he [o!d to Richard Idliff, he received from John Brown's 
wiſe, of Killingwoith, never faw either of them at his own houſe, excepting John, who 
came only twice, and further this exaininant ſaith not. © 
Taten before me, November 26, 1772, | 
| . I. g 


The Mark of 
THOMAS X ATKINS. 


| Ann Arnold's Examination. | 

Howe hiſt went up ſtairs, and very ſoon after his wife and fifter followed him, but 
did not ſtay more than half a quarter of an hour, when his wife and ſiſter came down 
by themſelves, and Howe's wile told her father who was preſent with this examinant, that 
her huſband knew it would be ſo, and was gone to lee the other man to ſpeak to him, that 
they might be both in a ſtory ; the father anſwered, I wiſh he had not gone out of the way, 
but when he comes back, he ſhall go and refign himſelf to Mr. Chaplin the conſtable : 
Howe did not return whilſt this examinant ſtaid. Howe's ſiſter (Elizabeth Ratcliffe) lives 
in Coventry. and when {he ſet out from Brinklow, on her return home at three o'clock in the 
afternoon, Howe's wiſe and father defired ſhe would make out what Farn had ſaid: and in 
theig'way to Coventry, Ratcliffe mentioned to this examinant, ſhe could hardly get along, 
* fearing 
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tearing that Farn ſhould conſeſs: David Spencer met them on the road between Coventry 
and Brinklow, and aſked Raiclitte, what news? ſhe fell a crying, and Spencer aſked her if 
ſhe thought her brother Howe was concerned, and ſhe ſaid it was too true to make a ftory 


of: ſhe laid, ſhe was always afraid from her brother's having been ſo much in Farn's compa- 


ny, and thought they were two of the men, and that Farn being a faint hearted man, he 
would confeſs : ſhe ſent her brother Bartlett Howe to make enquiry after Farn. 
Coventry The Information of Mary Arnold, Wife of John Arnold, Labourer, of this] City, who 
to wit. ys as fellows. 
That on the Sunday being the 29th of November laſt, when John Howe of Brinklow, 


and Thomas Farn of Lawford in the county of Warwick, were apprehended and brought 
before me for examination, on a ſuſpicion of being concerned in the robbery and murder of 


Charles Pinchbeck, that this informant being then, on the ſame day, at her brother David 
Spencer's, in this city, where the filter of the ſaid John Howe, Elizabeth Ratcliffe lodges, 
when the ſaid Elizabeth Ratcliffe came in, and who had been at Brinklow that day, when 
ſhe, Elizabeth Ratcliffe being met near Lord Craven's by David Spencer, the ſaid Spencer 
{aid to her, I hear your brother John Howe is one concerned in the robbery and murder 
of the turnpike man; when ihe ſaid Ratcliffe ſaid, I believe he is, ſure enough: and this 
informant upon leeing her come into her lodgings, ſhe, this informant ſaid to the ſaid Rat- 


cliffe, F hear your brother is concerned, and ſhe replied, I believe he is, ſure enough, and 


ſaid her brother John Howe ſaid he mult ſee the malſter, that they might be all of a mind; 
and ihe laid Howe accordingly went out, and did fee the malſter, and went out at the back 
door to ſpeak to him, and the ſaid John Howe's wife ſaid to Elizabeth Ratcliffe, you muſt 
get back again to Coventry, and make out what Thomas Farn ſays, for if he is ſent to goal, 
he will confeſs, hang himſelf, and hang them all; and further this informant ſaith, that 


ſhe defired her brother Bartlet Howe to go to fee if he could learn out what Thomas Farn 
had ſaid, being then in cuſtody at the Three Tuns in this city, and this informant on. 


oath faith, that ſhe heard all thele particulars, and farther ſaith not. 
Sworn before me this 28:h of December, 1772. The Mark of | 
J. HEWITT . 


o wit. 
the ſaid David Spencer, went at the requeſt of his ſiſter Mary Arnold, to meet Ann Arnold, who 
was gone to Brink low that accordingly he ſet out, and met his nĩece and Elizabeth Ratcliffe, 
whom this examinant obſerving to be uneaſy, he ſaid to her, what, do you think your bro- 


ther John is one concerned in the turnpike affair, (meaning the robbery and murder of 


the late keeper) to which the ſaid Ratcliffe replied, ſhe was afraid he was, and the ſaid Tho- 
mas Farn was in cuſtody, but ſaid, if they kept their own council nobody could hurt them. 
Sworn before me, December 29, 1772, The Mark of 
J. RI 0 


At the Epiphany Seſſions, January, 1773, John Hawkins alias Yellow 
Jack, James Green, and Atkins were diſcharged from their recogni- 


zance, and are again introduced into this narrative, as being perſons 
apprehended, and brought under notice, in the courſe of theſe inqui- 
ries, relative to the murder of Charles Pinchbeck. In the month of Fe- 


bruary 1 had intelligence, that Hawkins, Green, and others of their 
gang, aſſembled themſelves together, and were obſerved to ſet out in 
ſtrong 


MARY X ARNOLD. 


Coventry } David Spencer on oath, that on the Sunday when Thomas Farn was taken up 
on ſuſpicion ot the robbery and murder of the toll-gate man near Bindley,that he, - 


DAVID * SPENCER. 


a 
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ſtrong parties in the night time, for the country, and as ſeveral thops 


were broke into, and other robberies committed in Coventry, a proper 
perſon was fixed upon to watch their actions every night; but they car- 
ried on their operations with ſo much caution and circumſpection, that 


no fact could be proved againſt them, until the 11th of March, when 
they broke into the houſe and ſhop of the widow Haddon, and {tole 
from thence twenty fix pairs of ſhoes; as ſoon as intelligence was givento 
me that part of the ſhoes had been expoſed to ſale, (but would not at- 
tempt to have them ſecured before) T directly had Hawkins ſeized, who 
was taken in a cock-pit at Henley-in-Arden, fighting ſome cocks he had 
robbed the farmers of. | | oo 

One Shaw, who had joinedthe gang, and James Green, were likewile 
apprehended on the day of the laſt aſſizes. Hawkins was capitally con- 
victed. Shaw admitted an evidence, and Green remained until the aſ- 
ſize following. Theſe three offenders, in the courſe of two months, had 


, robbed and broke into ſix ſhops in the city of Coventry, and rob- 


bed, and broke into the houſes and out-houſes of as many farmers in 
the county of Warwick; and ſtole, beſides other goods, an incredible 


number of fowls. Their method was to break into ſtables, and ſteal 


bridles, ſaddles, and horſes, if there, or take them out of fields, "They 


generally ſet out about twelve o'clock at night to rob the farmers in the 


country, and returned before day to their families unſuſpected : though 
every night before they ſet out to rob the country farmers, they com- 
mitted capital crimes in the ſtealing of horſes, which they generally 
turned up before their return to town. - 

To the ſurprize of the public in general, Hawkins was reprieved, and 


City of |; Charles Fullwood of the ſaid city of Coventry, ſhoe-maker, and ſervant to 
Coventry. Ann Haddon of the ſame city, widow, ſaith upon his oath, That early on Thurl- 
day morning laſt, the ſhop of the ſaid Ann Haddon in the ſaid city, was feloniouſly broke 
open, and upwards of twenty pairs of ſhoes of different ſorts foloniouſly ſtolen from thence, 
her property; and that he has cauſe to ſuſpect, and doth ſuſpect, that a perſon whoſe name 
as this informant is informed, and believes, is John Shaw, by trade a ſilk-weaver, and 
now does, or lately did re ſide at Wetherley in the county of Leiceſter, as he this informant 
has been informed, and believes committed the ſaid felony; and that the reaſon of this in- 


formant's ſuſpicion ariſes by ſeeing the ſaid perſon about the door of the ſaid ſhop, in the 


evening of Wedneſday laſt, and having fince as this informant has heard and believes, left 
the town, and by this informant's having heard that the ſaid Shaw changed, clothes with a 
perſon in the ſaid city, called Yellow Jack, on Wedneſday night about nine o'clock, 

' Sworn at the ſaid City, the 13th Day of March, 1773, }, CHARLES FULL WOOD. 
Y before me, J. Hew1TT, EEK 


tranſ- 
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tranſported with an elderly woman, whoſe only crime was ſtealing a 
theet and and an apron. Hawkins beſore this had committed burgla- 
ries and highway robberies, and had been a villain from the age of 
fourteen, being now twenty-four. When at the age of fourteen, he 
was brought before me for ſhop-lifting, along with one not ſo old. Be- 
ing committed, on the way to priſon his accomplice appearing to be 
affected, Hawkins called out, Damn you, don't mind it, we ſhall be 
tranſported, and have the pleaſure of travelling into foreign parts car- 
riage paid; ſuch i is, and will be the puniſhment inflicted upon him at 
this period. 

The following were my ſentiments which I publiſhed at that period 
with reſpect to this criminal, and how far they have ſince been juſtihed, 
will appear in the appendix to this narrative. 

Ihe preſent mode of tranſportation calls aloud for an alteration, or 
this country will be every year increaſing in deſperate and bold offen- 
ders, by returned tranſports. Inſtances of many who have been tranſ- 
ported for three or more times, and as often returned, can be produced 
by the magiſtrate, through whole vigilance theſe offenders have been ap- 
prehended and ſecured ; and who hath great reaſon now to believe, that 
there are more returned tranſports at this time in the kingdom, than 
known before. The 1ncreale of offenders doth not ariſe from the in- 
creaſe of the criminal or penal laws, but for want of their being duly 
and effectually executed. Whether to tranſport to the Weſt India iſlands, 
Africa, or the ſettlements in the Eaſt Indies, would not anſwer the de- 
ſign and end of tranſportation more ſecurely, than to America, is ſub- 
mitted to ſuperior judges. Some alteration is efſentially neceſſary, or 
tranſportation will not be a puniſhment to deter, but an hind e 
to offenders to commit crimes in order to obtain it. 

Having eſſectually ſecured and convicted Hawkins and his gang, find- 
ing myſelf ſo well recovered from the painful illneſs which had confined 
me from the latter end of November, I ventured in a poſt chaiſe to Brink- 
low, in order to examine into the many robberies tuis notorious gang 
of murderers and houſe-breakers, had committed there, and in the 
neighbouring villages, particularly the breaking into the toll- gate houle, 
and malt houſe, and to ſave the trouble and expence of ſending for the 
ſeveral perſons whoſe private information was of great ſervice. The 
informationsI had ſent me by anonymous letters, had hinted ſuſpicion of 
g P ſeveral 


— 
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ſeveral robberies beſides the toll- gate houſe, and the breaking of a houſe 
at Bilton, near Rugby, and likewiſe the flick, which was a very remarkable 
one, that was left by Farn in the garden by the toll-gate houſe at Bindley 
Bridge, likewiſe a piece of paper, which had been made uſe of 1n charging 
of the piſtol, and which was found under the ſhutter, through which the 
fire at poor old Charles had been made; this by accident was taken up, 
and I found upon it the name of Worceſter, which gave me {ome reaſon 
to ſuſpect the powder or ſhot had been purchaſed at the houſe of, Mr, 
Worceſter, the end of Much Park Street, in the midway betwixt Rogers's 
houſe and the Three Horſe Shoes; I had likewiſe intelligence that a per- 
ſon had ſeen, the ſame night the murder was committed, Thomas Farn 
in town, with the ſame ſtick, carrying a flag baſket over his ſhoulder, 
and I had by great pains and labour, found out the perſon with whom 
Farn had lodged aſum money, and having examined his maſter, (being a 
ſhoe-maker by trade) that for a conſiderable time paſt, he had never got 
above two ſhillings a week; that he had a {mock frock, which he put 
on occaſionally, but ſince my advertiſement had appeared, a remark- | 
able ſtick and his ſmock frock had never been ſeen with him, and when- 
ever any perion mentioned the murder, he lelt the company in great 

confuſion. EY | . 
On the 4th of April, ſinding myſelf poſſeſſed of ſufficient evidence to 
commit Howe and Farn, on ſuſpicion of breaking into the toll-gate 
houfe at Brinklow, and a burglary at Bilton, if I failed in the evidence 
with reſpect to the murder of old- Charles, I again iſſued out warrants 
{or the apprehending Robert Verity and John Howe of Brinklow, and 
Thomas Farn of Church Lawford; Farn was firſt ſecured, and brought 
before me at Coventry, and that ſame day committed to goal for farther. 
examination, and John Howe and Robert Verity the day following. 
On Farn's being brought before me the next day, upon my mentioning 
ſome very ſtrong circumſtances, and which I knew were true, though 
he moſt ſolemnly denied his guilt and knowledge of any one charge be- 
fore, he ſuddenly dropped upon the floor, as if ſhot through his heart; 
I ordered him to be taken out of the room, and upon his recovery, re- 
peated what I had before charged home to him, but he denied the whole, 
pretended his ſwooning was from his being brought out without his 
breakfaſt, and owing to the wind on his ſtomach from faſting; however 
I had inquiry made of the goaler as to that particular, who ſent me 
word that he never ſaw any man eat a more hearty breakfaſt in all his 
lite 
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life than Farn had done that morning, the true cauſe was evident, and 
I recommitted him, being the 10th of April. ier : 

The next day, being Sunday, I ſent for the perſons through whom my 
principal intelligence had been collected, and upon which I had for 
the third time, cauſed Farn, Howe. and Verity, to be apprehended, but 
to my great aſtoniſhment I found myſelf much embarralled by the evi- 
dences being kept back, and diſſuaded from appearing by a C—r—n and 
his wife, and which I received the particulars of from another Clergy- 
man, and juſtice of the peace for the county of Warwick, fince deceaſed, 
ſome ſurther confirmation of theſe circumſtances I ſhall hereafter be 
more particular. Verity not being charged with robbing the toll-gate 
at Brinklow, I again diſcharged him that night, and committed Farn 
and Howe: Verity with all that load of guilt then upon his mind, be- 
haved with great inſolence, and even threatened me with an action for 
taking him up, and upon his return to Brinklow, on. Sunday morning, 
ſet the bells to ringing by way of triumph, but in the midſt of his rejoic- 
ing, upon farther information before the ringers had finiſhed their peals, 
he was again apprehended upon a new warrant granted from me that 
lame morning, and brought back to Coventry: On Sunday I received 
a requeſt from Thomas Farn, to be permitted to be brought before me 
io be re-examined, which I complied with, and received ſrom him the 
following confeſſion.æ | 


Coventry | The firſt Examination of Thomas Farn, on his being taken up the third Time, taken this 1 oth 
to wit. Day of April, 177g, before me, one of his Majeſty's Juſlices of the Peace for the ſaid City 
and County, who Jays as follows ; | yi | . 

That he knows one Ann Middleton of Bilton, .that he hath known her ſeveral years, that 
{ome time laſt ſummer he depoſited in her hands to keep ſor him, four guineas and upwards; 
for one night, which he had got by his hard labour, that he had worked for William Leader, 
Brinklow, ſhoe-maker, cannot recollect the month he put the money into the ſaid Middleton's 
hands; that the gun found in his poſſeſſion he bought of one Enoſs of Bilton, for 28. 6d. 
that he always buys his gun-powder of one John Gibſon of Lawford ; that the gun he bought 
about two or three years ago, and is in the ſame ſtate as when found: that the evening on the 
laſt November fair day, he and John Howe ſpent the evening, and ſupped on roaſt beef, with 
Thomas Rogers, near Jordan-well in this city, whom he never ſaw before; that the buſineſs 
betwixt Howe, Henry Brag, and Rogers, was to part a caſk of gin betwixt them, but which 
this examinant did not ſee parted; the ſaid Rogers ſaid at home, aud Howe with this exami- 
nant went to the Horſe Shoes. Did not ſigu. 

Committed the ſame night. 


9 *The Confe/ſion of Thomas Farn, taken this Day before me, one of tas Majefly's Fuſlice 
to wit. 3 of the Peace for the ſaid City and County. | | 
That he and John Howe left Coventry about eleven o'clock, on the third of November laſt, 
at night; that on that day, this examinant bought below the croſs, a pound of * 
| | | at - 
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That Robert Verity, and the ſaid John Howe in company with Robert Vericv, met him in 
ſome grounds near Newnham, and in company together, wanted him to go to Coventry, in 

order to meet ſome butchers as they came to the fair, in order to rob them, but which he re- 
fuſed to do; and the ſaid Howe and Verity, with this examinant went to Robert Worths of 
Newnbam together: ſome time before this, they had propoſed to this examinant, to rob Charles 
Pinchbeck, at the toll-gate houſe near Bindley bridge, but they never made the attack till the 
night of Coventry fair day, when he having provided ſhot which was bought at Worceſter's, near 
Much Park Street, and the faid Howe ſet out on horſe-back, and this examinant on foot, 
till they got to the other fide Stoke, when he got up behind Howe, and rode through the 
toll-gate, up to near Bindley, when they diſmounted, and turned the horſe up into the grounds, 
when John Howe ſaid, we will now nail old Charles, which this examinant did then refuſe, 
but Howe ſwore, by God he would, and then they both proceeded to the toll-gate houfe, 
and took the glaſs light out, being the window that opened next the garden, when John Howe 
liſted up this examinant, and he got into the room, but could not get farther, and there being 
ſome people coming through the gate, Howe deſired him to come out till they were gone, 
which he did, as he could not get through the room, and then went to the front of the houſe, 


and took a pane of glaſs out of the caſement next the gate when being heard by Charles Pinch— 


beck, who called out to know what they wanted, when the ſaid Howe ſaid be would tell 
him what he wanted, and Charles puſhed to the window ſhutter, and then the piſtol went oft, 
when Charles cried out, and ſaid he had either killed him, or wounded him, which this ex- 
aminant doth not remember; then Howe ſaid, if he the ſaid Charles Pinchbeck would deliver 
his money, he would not hurt him; when the ſaid Charles gave Howe part of the money 
out of the window; upon which Howe faid he knew he had more, and if he would not give 
it him, he would fire at him again, and words to that effect, upon which Charles Pinchbeck 
opened the door, and let him in, and then Charles gave the ſaid Howe more money, of 
which Howe gave this examinant fifty ſhillings or upwards, in gold, ſilver, and halfpence, 
and then they ſet off for Brinklow, where they got about three o'clock: that the ſtick found 
under the window in the garden adjoining the toll-gate houſe, and which is now produced, 
was this examinant's, and which he had cut ſome little time before, to carry a baſket on. 
That on a Saturday night before Whitſuntide laſt, and as this examinant believes, the Sa- 
turday after Holy Thurſday, the ſaid John Howe and this examinant went to the toll-gate 
houſe at Brinklow, and the ſaid Howe took out a quarry, or light, and then got in, and gave 
this examinant ſeveral pots, one pair of ſtays, aud a box, which they opened with a bunch 
of keys, and took out a pair of ſtays, a cloak, and ſeveral other things, and likewiſe ten gui- 
neas aud eight ſhillings, of which this examinant had five guineas and four ſhillings, and all 
the other goods. And farther faith not, | | The Mark of 

Sworn before F. AEWITT. | THOMAS & FARN. 


| Coventry The Confeſſion of Thomas Tarn continued. 

to wit. Some time aſter, as this examinant thinks, being the day of Rugby fair, John 
Howe came to this examinant at his maſter Leader's {hop in Brinklow, called him out, and 
{aid Robert Verity was gone to Rugby fair, and was to meet him, the ſaid Howe, in a lane 
between Bilton and Rugby, in order to rob ſome people returning from the fair; this exami- 
nant ſet out with Howe, and met Robert Verity at the place aforementioned, and then they 
went to the houſe of John Bennit, a ſarmer, about two land's length from Bilton, when this 
exAminant Was put into the window of the ſaid houſe, by Howe and Verity, and then he let 
them in; when being heard by John Bennit, who called to them, and aſking who was there, 


aud finding they were not his family, he got out of the window, when John Howe purlued 
| him, 
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him, and brought him back, and took out of his breeches pocket ſome money, being de- 
manded by Howe, who received it, when the ſaid Robert Verity ſtood guard over Mrs. Ben- 
nitt, whilſt Howe went up flairs with John Bennitt, and brought down a box with him, and 
then they all went out into the grounds, viz. Robert Verity, John Howe, and this examinant, 
and opened the box, when JohnHowe gave this examinant ſeven guineas, and three halfcrowus, 
Robert Verity ſeveral notes of hand, about forty pounds value: And farther this examinant faith, 
about three weeks or a month ago, as Henry Bray and John Howe were coming from Newn- 
ham, the ſaid Henry Bray having laid down to ſleep. Bartlett Howe, brother of John Howe, came 
by them, and he took out of the pocket of Henry Bray, his purſe, a braſs ſhilling, and fix 
ſhillings and ſix pence in ſilver; and the ſaid Howe wanted this examinant at that time, to 
rob the houſe of Aaron Hyde, near Coventry. About thiee weeks ago, the ſaid Bartlett 
Howe ſtale from the barn of John Powers, of Church Lawford, a game cock, and which is 
now at the houſe of John Blackwell in this city; and this examinaut ſays the ſaid Verity was 
privy to the deſign of robbing Charles Pinchbeck. 
Signed this 11th Day of April, 1773, j The Mark of 
before 7. HEWITT, | THOMAS K FARYN, 


Coventry The Fxamination of Bartlett Howe, taken before me, this 11th of April, 1573. who 

to wit. J ſays as follows. _ | 

He knows Henry Bray of Brinklow, ſaw him at Coventry laſt Friday, but doth not remem- 
ber ſeeing him before of ſometime ; being aſked if ke had ever a game cock in Coventry, he 
ſaid he had ſhare of one with one Ward in Coventry: that a bad ſhilling found upon him, he 
doth not know where he had it; hath not been at Lawſord of a long time : hath not been near 
Aaron Hyde's, or Newhouſe of five or fix years; and farther faith that the game cock was 
bought of a navigator about one month ſince, but doth not know his name. 

Taten April 11, 1773. before Refuſed to ſign. 

7. HEJWETEF. 


Coventry The Examination of Bartlet! Howe, taken before me, one of lus Majeſty's Fuſlices of the 
to wit, Peace, who ſays as follows. | 
That he remembers his brother John Howe, and Thomas Farn being taken up, and brought 
before me in December laſt, being the ſecond time of their being taken up; when upon Farn's 
being at this examinant's father's houſe in Brinklow, the ſaid Thomas Farn of Lawford, lay 
all night with this examinant, when he confeſſed, and informed him, that he the ſaid Farn. 
did ſhoot and wound old Charles, meaning Charles Pinchbeck, late of Bindley toll-gate,' 
and that his brother John Howe ſtood at a diſtance whilſt he did it. That about laſt Sunday 
was three weeks, he this examinant, and Thomas Farn went to the houſe of a farmer near 
Lawford, and took one game cock, which he brought to Coventry, and leſt with John 
Blackwell, at the Toby's Head, in this city, and which cock is now produced, and is the ſame 
ſo ſtolen by him and Thomas Farn : acknowledges to have heard the ſaid Farn ſay, that he 
intended to rob the houſe of Aaron Hyde, and to meet the Birmingham butchers coming to 
the ſair at Coventry, and further this examinant faith not. | 
Taken this 14th Day of April, 1773-1) | . The Mark of 
7 ESO W477. | BARTLETT N HOWE. 
The {aid Bartlett Howe farther faith, that the ſaid Thomas Fain told this examinant, that 
he and John Howe broke open the toll-gate houſe of Brinklow, and likewiſe the houſe of John 
Benniit near Bilton ; from the toll-gate they took a box, and a pair of ſtays; and from the 
houſe of John Bennitt of Bilton, a ſum of money, which the ſaid Thomas Farn, Robert 
Verity, and John Howe divided amongſt them, and farther faith not. 


* 
* 
— 


Token April 14. 1779, lere? | The Mark of | 
„ I. [ | BARTLET X HOWE. 
Witneſs, George Petty, Samuel Brown, William Johnſon, Having 
3. 


— 
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Having ſecured the three principal, and finding the gang both nume- 
rous and dangerous, and having ſufficient information, I was determin- 
ed if poſſible, to ſecure and apprehend every man of them; the goal be- 
ing then repairing, and in part pulled down, I applied to the Secretary 
of State for a guard, and by the return of the poſt, received his lorſhip's 
anſwer, which was as followeth. | 

. St. James's, April 12, 1773. 

I have this day received your letter, and have loſt no time in aſking 
for you thole additional means of fecurity, which the preſent ſituation 
of the goal of Coventry renders particularly neceſſary. I am, Sir, 

5 : Your molt obedient humble ſervant, 
John Hewilt, Eſq; Coventry. SUFFOLK. 

SIR, War-Office, 15th April. 1773. 

In the abſence of the Secretary at War, who is gone out of town for 
a few days, I have the honor to acquaint you, that in conſequence of 
his Majeſty's directions, received through the Karl of Suffolk, an order 
is ſent for the march of the troop of the blues fm UppinghamtoCoven- 


try, with directions to furnith a guard on the temporary priſon at Co- 


ventry, and to be aiding and aſſiſting to the civil magiſtrates, upon their 
requilition, in putting a ſtop to any riots or diſorders which may happen, 


in ſecuring the offenders, and in preſervirſg the public peace. 


I am to add, that the 11th regiment of dragoons is now on the march 
to Coventry. The troop of the blues is to continue at Coventry until 


their arrival. 3 
The order ſent by exprels this day would have been diſpatched ſooner 


' from hence, had not the Earl of Suffolk's directions by miltake, been 


ſent to Lord Barrington's houſe in town, inſtead of being ſent to his oſ- 


fice. I am, Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


John Heuiit, Eſq; Coventry. ANT. CHAMIER. 


Coventry) The Examination of Hannah Farn, taken before me this Day, one of has Majeſty's Fuſlices 
to wit. g of the Peace for the ſaid Cily, who ſays as follows. 

That ſhe is the wiſe of Thomas Earn, now in cuſtody ; that ſhe was in bed when her huſ- 
band came home from Coventry fair, laſt 31d of November in the morning, but doth not 
know the time; that he hath two or three hats, he had ſome time ago a frock, but ſhe cut 
it up to make hand towels; ſhe never knew him to have a piſtol, but he had two guns, but 
he lent one to John Barret, but doth not know when ; never knew he had two guineas at any 
one time; {he never knew that he brought home any ſtays, nor did ſhe ever ſell any (lays; 


he never bought any clothes but a waillcoat, within theſe twelve months, he bought the waiſt- 
| coat 
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coat at Rugby; that during the laſt year, about Michaeimas laſt, ſhe fold a quantity, about 
eight thllings at a time, but never remetnbers more: that one Hannah Frankion hath re- 
j eatedly quarrelled with her, eſpecially about fix weeks. 


Coventry?) The v. luntar y Exg ninalion and Conſiſſian of Thomas Farn, taken beſore me; one of has Ma- 

to wit. { jefly's Juſlices of the Peace for ihe ſaid City and County, who ſays as follows. No. 1. 
That he is by trade a fhoe-maker, and of the.variſh of Church Lawford in the county of 
Warwick; that he hath for ſome time been acquaiuted with John Howe, and Robert Verity, 
of Brinklow, likewiſe in the ſaic county of Warwick: And this examinant farther faith, 
chat on a Saturday night, between the hours of eleven and twelve o'clacs, being the thirty- 
firſt day of May lait, 1772, and the Saturday aſter Holy Thurſday, at the ſolicitation 
and requeſt- of the faid John Howe, went to the toll-gate houſe, kept by William 
Knight, at Briaklow aforeſaid, when the ſaid John Howe took out a quarry or window- 
light, and chen got into the (ſaid houſe, and gave to this examipant gut of the ſaid window, 
ſeveral pots, one pzir of ſtays, and a box, with a bunch of keys, when the ſaid John Howe 
came out, this examinant and him opened the box with one of the ſaid keys, and took out one 
air of ſtays more, a woman's cloak, and ſeveral other things, being wearing apparel, like- 
wiſe the ſaid John Howe took out of the toll-gate houſe, ten guincas, ard eight ſhillings in 
filver ; and the laid John Howe gave to this examinant as his ſhare, all the wearing apparel, 
and five guineas and four ſhillings in caſh; the box with fome odd things that were therein, 
was thrown into a wood near adjoining, by Howe: and this. examinant farther ſaith, that 
ſometime after this, about the oh day of July laſt, and which being a fair day, or meeting 
at Rugby, and he this examinant being at the ſhop of William Leader of Brinklow, ſhoe- 
maker, or cord wainer, by whom this cxaminaut was employed, the aforeſaid Joha Howe 
came to this examinant, and told him that the aforementioned Robert Verity of Brinklow, was 
gone to Rugby fair, and he was to meet kim in a lane, being the road from Rugby to Bil- 
ten, and this examinant at the repeated requeſt of the {aid Howe, dictgo with him, and did 
meet the ſaid Robert Verity at the place appointed as aforeſaid; when the ſaid Howe and Ve- 
rity informed this examinant, that the deſign of their meeting there, was to ſtop and rob ſome 
of the people coming from Rugby fair, but not meeting with any body, John Howe propoſed 
to go to the houſe of Mr. John Bennitt, being a little diſtance from the village of Bilton, and 
it then being between the hours of eleven and twelve o'clock at night, and accordingly the ſaid 
Robert Verity. John Howe, and this examinant, in company together, did go to the houſe 
of the ſaid John Bennitt, when they took out a wire lattice window of the dairy, and this ex- 
aminant was lifted in by the faid Verity and Howe, whom he afterwards let into the houſe, 
by opening the door; when John Bennitt being awaked by perceiving the opening ol the door, 
aud people in the houſe, called to them, and aſked who was there? upon finding that it was 
not any of his family, he, the ſaid John Bennitt, got out of the parlour window, being the 
room where he and his wife lay, and ran towards Bilton, but was purſued, and brought back 
by John Howe, who demanded his money, when John Bennitt took out of his breeches pocket 
ſome money, which Howe received, after which, they went into the parlour, and finding by 
feeling the bed, that the wife of John Bennitt was in bed, being examined by Robert Verity, 
who afterwards boaſted of ſome indecent behaviour; the ſaid Robert Verity flood as a guard 
over the ſaid Mrs. Bennitt, whilſt the ſaid John Howe and this examinant. went up ſtairs with 
John Bennitt her huſband, to open his box where his money was depoſited, but the ſaid John 
Benniti not being able to directly open the box, being dark, John Howe took from him the 
key, and brought away the box, and came down , ſtairs, when the ſaid John Howe, and the 
{ſaid Robert Verity, with this examinant left the houſe, and in an agjoining field the box was 
opened by John Howe, who took more caſh aud notes, with other writings, and Howe gave to this 
| examinant 
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examinant ſeven guineas, part thereof being three half crowns, and to the ſaid Robert Verity 
notes of hand to the value of forty pounds and upwards, and the reſt of the money Howe took 
to himſelf, but this examinant doth not know to what amount; the ſaid Robert Verity about 
fix weeks ago, with the faid Howe, came to this examinant wich: the ſaid notes, and deſired 
they might be burnt, the ſaid John Howe and Robert Verity told this examinant that they 
were going to Mr. Bagſhaw's, at the Blue Boar on Dunſmore heath, and farther this cxami- 
nant ſays not. 
Taken before me, this 12th April, 1773. The Mark of 
Ir. 5 THOMAS = FARN 


Coventry Tue voluntary Confeſſion of Thomas Farn continued, and taken before me, one of Ins Ma- 
to wit, jeſty's Fuſlices of the Peace for the ſaid City and County, who ſays as follows. No. 2. 
That ſometime duting the laſt ſummer, the ſaid John Howe, and the ſaid Robert Verity, 
met this examinant in fome grounds near Newnham, in the county of Warwick, and there, 
in the hearing of the ſaid Verity, Howe propoſed co this examinant the robbing of the tol]- 
gate houſe, Kept by Charles Pinchbeck, near Bindley Bridge, in the pariſh of Stoke, and 
county of the city of Coventry, but this examinant did then refuſe to be concerned in it; and 
the ſaid Robert Verity, John Howe, and this examinant went together to the houſe of Robert 
Worth's, at Newnham aforeſaid, and at whoſe houſe they all three met the day beſore Co- 
ventry fair day, being the ſecond of November, propoſed to this examinant to go to Coventry 
in order to meet ſome Birmingham butchers, and rob them as they came to the ſaid Coventry 
fair, but this was likewiſe refuſed by this examinant: and this examinant, Thomas Farn, 
farther ſaith, that on Monday the ſecond of November laſt, being the day on which the fair 
was held, he came to this city, and met with John Howe aforeſaid, in the evening they went 
together to the houſe of Thomas Rogers, who lives in Jordan well, and ſupped on roaſt 
beef, and ſtaid there till between ten and eleven o'clock, when they went from the houſe of 
the ſaid Rogers, to the houſe of Panther, being the ſign of the Three Horſe Shoes in Much 
Paik Street, and where the ſaid John Howe put up his horſe, and Raid there whilſt they drank 
two ſix penny worths of rum and water, and this examinant farther ſaith, that the ſaid John, 
Howe, and he, this examinant, between the hours of eleven and twelve o'clock that night, 
ſet out together from the {aid houſe, John Howe on horſeback, and this examinant on foot, 
and went towards Stoke, when this examinant got up behind the ſaid John Howe, and rode to 
the turnpike houſe near Bindley Bridge, and went through the ſame, which as this cxaminant 
believes was opened by Charles Pinchbeck, when they were got between the bridge and Bind- 
ley town, the {aid Thomas Farn this examinant, being behind the ſaid John Howe on horſe- 
back, Howe ſtopt and ſaid, now we will nail old Charles, but this examinant at firſt reſuſed. 
but Howe ſwore by God he would do it, and ditectly diſmounted, turned the horſe looſe into 
a held by the road fide, and then both of them went towards the toll-gate houſe, when the 
ſaid John Howe took out the glaſs light of the ſaid houſe, being the window next the garden, 
and lifted this examinant to get into a room of the ſaid houſe, but this examinant could not 
get any farther, but John Howe who ſtood on the outſide with a piſtol, which was then 
loaded, ſaid he heard ſome people coming to the gate, and defired this examinant to come 
out, until they were gone paſt, but this examinant was obliged to ſtay in the houſe, as he 
could not return back but with ſome difficulty, by the aſſiſtance of John Howe; and then 
went to the front of the houſe, and John Howe having a loaded piſtol in his hand, Adder taking 
out a pane of glaſs from the window adjoining to, or ncxt the gate, and which window 1s ge- 
nerally opened in the night for the caſe of the toll-gate keeper io receive the toll; they were 
heard by Charles Pinchbeck, the keeper of the ſaid cate, who heard Howe at the window, 
aud opening the ſhutter, called out and aſked what they wanted; when John Howe replied, 


1 will tell you what we want, upon which Charles Pinchbeck puſhes ed to the ſhutter on the 
inſide 
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inſide the window, and then the piſtol went off, and the ſaid Charles Pinchbeck did imme- 
diately cry out he was killed, or wounded ; John Howe ſaid if he would give him his monev 
he would not hurt him further, when the ſaid Charles Pinchbeck gave the ſaid John Howe 
ſome money out at the window; but John Howe ſaid he knew he had more, and if he did 
not give it him, or let him in, he would fire at him again, upon which Charles Pinchbeck 
the ſaid gate keeper, opened the door, and let in John Howe, and gave him the reft of his 
money; and the faid John Howe gave to this examinant fifty ſhillings and upwards, in gold, 
lilver, and halfpence: after which they went and took up the horſe, and rode to Brinklow, 


and got there about three o'clock in the morning of the grd of November, and farther this 
examinant ſaith not. 


Taken this 1 2th of April, 1773, | The Mark of 
before J. Hewitt. 


* The farther Examination of Thomas Farn continued, and taken before me, one of his Majeſty's 


to wit. 4 Juſlices of the Peace for the ſaid City and County, who ſays as follows; 
That the piſtol made uſe of by John Howe, and fired at Charles Pinchbeck, belonged to 


this examinant, and is now in a pit in the grounds of Mr. Enoch, of Church Lawford, and 


put there by this examinant; that the gun-powder with which it was loaded, was part of a 
pound, bought that day by this examinant beJow the croſs in Coventry; that the ſhot which 
made up the charge, was pait of a parcel bought by this examinant the ſame day, at a ſhop 
at the corner of Much Park Street. of Mr. Worceſter: that the ſtick now produced, and 
found under the window of the ſaid Charles Pinchbeck, belonged to this examinant, and was 
left by him when he was put in at the window by John Howe; that he, this examinant, and 
Robert Verity had propoſed to meet on that ſame day, at the Croſs Guns, in this city, but 
this examinant calling at the ſaid Croſs Guns, kept by Thomas Pierce, did not find him 
there, agreable to the appointment made by the ſaid Robert Verity, who had the. day before 
agreed and propoſed to this examinant, to rob the ſaid Charles Pinchbeck of the 


toll-gate houſe, near Bindley Bridge: and he farther faith, that John Howe and this exami- 


nant parted the money they took from Charles Pinchbeck, in John Howe's flable at Brink- 
low. And this examinant farther ſays, that the following robberies were committed by 
him, and the ſaid John Howe, and one John Guy, viz. three geeſe, belonging to ſome per- 
ſon of Harbury, about two years ago, preſent the ſaid Guy and John Howe; that ſame night 
Guy, Howe, and this examinant, took ſome fowls, and one cock, from George Worth of 
Newnhain, about five or ſix couples of chickens from William Chattham of Newnham mill, 
and ſome more chickens from William Webb of Church Lawford; the fowls were fold at the 
Mitre in Much Paik Street, and the reſt to a poulterer in Broad Gate, Coventry: about two or 


three nights after this, the ſaid John Howe and this examinant, went to a wheelwrights in 


Pelton, and took thereout two fowling pieces; the one is in the cuſtody of Mr. Sutton, 
fleward to the duke of Montague, and the other in the poſſeſſion of this examinant when 
apprehended. About twelve months fince, ur there abouts, this examinant took a piſtol 


without a lock out of a blackſmich's ſhop in Brinklow, and which this examinant put a lock 


to, and is the {ame heretofore mentioned in the former part of his examination: And this 
examinant farther faith, that about nine or ten months ago, John Howe, and this exami- 
nant, took out of the malt-houſe belonging to John Colledge of Brinklow, about ten or a 


dozen ſtrike of malt, which he and Howe carried to the malt-kiln of Robert Verity, who 


was privy to the ſaid felony, and who leſt them the key ſor that purpole on the top of his 
pump; and this examinant ſays, that this, and all his aforeſaid exammations taken before me, 
and marked No. 1, 2, and 3, are true, and declared by him of his own free will and ac- 


cord, and without any promiſe made to him; and farther faith, that John Howe informed this | 


examinant, that he, the ſaid Howe, John Guy that works at the navigation, and George 
h 3 R | | Blake 
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Blake ſtole x turkeys, and many couples of fowls out of a barn near Leamington, in the 
county of Warwick, And farther this examinant ſaith not, 


Taken before me. this 12th of April, 773. The Mark of 
J. HEWITT. THOMAS R FARYN. 


The confeſſion of Thomas Farn being known, the apprehending 
Howe and Verity a third time, and all three being committed for trial 
at the following aſſizes, occaſioned a general alarm, and threw the whole 
of their gang and accomplices into a conſternation, and which they 


remained in, until ſecured by warrants I immediately iſſued for the ap- 


prehending them; the people's fears and apprehenſions for the ſaſety 
of their lives and property, was ſufficient to terrify and fill chem with 
apprehenſions of danger from thele villains, without being increaſed by 
by thoſe, whole duty it was to have removed them, by inſinuating to 
the people, the crime of charging an innocent man, (meaning Farn) who 


if guilty, did not intend to murder: this conduct as ſtrange as it then 


appeared, was moſt ſtrictly true, and my authority was a clergyman, 


and a juſtice of the peace, to whom the expreſſions were delivered, and 


came to me on purpoſe to inform me of this conduct; and farther added, 
that the cauſe of the debate betwixt him and the other c— n and 
wife, aroſe on his ſeeing Thomas Farn come into the houſe, and ap- 
peared to be employed by that gentleman as a domeſtick, or occaſional 
labourer. It appeared from the words (if guilty, did not intend to 


| murder) that Farn muſt have made ſome declaration to that gentleman, 


previous to this converſation, which happened after I had taken two 
examinations from Farn, and a ſecond time diſmiſſed him; caution might 
have been very well hinted, had men of unblemiſhed characters been 
taken up, ſuſpected, and apprehended, but ſurely no ſuch caution was 
neceſſary, when men the moſt abandon, and the terror of a country, 
were to paſs an examination, and by whole juſt and wiſe laws, their guilt 
or innocence were to be determined: ſeveral-reſpectful perſons that were 
my friends, expreſſed their reſentment againſt the c n, and thought 


he ought to be conſidered as an acceſlary after the fact, the juſtice who 


informed me, had ſtated the ſame particulars to them, and which were 
confirmed by ſeveral perſons who afterwards appeared to lay their in- 


formation before me; however thele obſtacles I removed by my perſeve- 


rance, and reſolution, and upon my perlonal appearance, as I have be- 
fore mentioned, the fears and apprehenſions of the people were taken 
away, and I took the informations hereafter given, which engaged 


me for ſeveral weeks. | 
Coventry 
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Coventry The Information of John Bennill, taken on Oath beſore me, one of his Majeſty s Tuſlices 
to wit. 3 ef the Peace for the Cry of Coventry, who ſazs as follows. 

That on the ſeventh of July laſt, between eleven and twelve o'clock, his houſe was broke 
open by three perſons, who took out of his pocket three guineas and eighteen ſhillings in 
fil-er, likewiſe out of a box about ſeven guiueas, and a three pound twelve in gold, and ſeven 
half crown pieces in filver, with ſeveral promiſſory notes from different perſons; and farther 


this informant ſaith not. JOHN BENNITT. 


Coventry William Leader of Brinklow, in the county of Warwick, on oath ſaith, that he 
to wit. well knoweth Thomas Farn of Lawford, who worked for him about eight years 
as a ſhoe-maker ; that the laſt: twelve months Farn hath worked at his own houſe, excepting 
the laſt ſummer, he principally worked at Brinklow, and believes he might pay him two 
ſhillings a week, or more. - 2 * 
Taken and Sworn biſore me, April 5, 1773, Signed W. LEADER. 
J. HEWI r. g . | 


Coventry Richard Davis on oath faith, that his wife Hannah well knows Thomas Farn- 
o wit. 5 of Lawford, that ſhe ſaw the flick adveitiſed as left by the perſon, or perſons, who 
committed the murder at Bindley 10ll-gate, aud that ſhe knew the ſame to be Thomas Farn's 
ſtick, of Church Lawford. 
Sworn April 5, 1773. | The Mark of 
before J. HewitT. RICHARD & DAVIS. 


Coventry} The Examination of Ann Middlcton, taken before me, this g of April, 1773. who ſays 
to wit. fas follows. 

That ſhe knows Thomas Farn of Church Lawford, that ſhe remembers that ſometime 

bout laſt Whitſuntide he came to her houſe at Bilton, and fell in company with John Mor- 


ris, with whom he had a quarrel, and which ſame night the ſaid Thomas Farn defired this 


examinant to take care of ſour guineas and half in gold, and ſome filver beſides, not above 
eighteen-pence, or two ſhillings and ſix-pence, and this examinant remembers it was on a 
Sunday, and on the Tueſday following the ſaid Thomas Farn returried, and ſhe gave him 
the money again, and 10 the beſt of her knowledge, it was about a fortnight before the great 
ſhew fair in this city, and farther this informant faith not. The Mark of 
ANN X MIDDLETON. 
Coventry Sarah Panther on oath ſaith, ſhe very well remembers that on Monday the grd 
to wit. { of November laſt, John Howe and Thomas Farn came to this examinant's houſe, 
being ihe lign of the Three Horſe Shoes in this city, about ten or eleven o'clock at night, 
that they flaid whilſt they drank a mug of beer, and fix-pennyworth of rum and water; John 
. Howe went down tothe ſable, and fetched up his horſe, and then he and his companion 
Thomas Farn went together, and further this informant ſaith not. 
Taken April 12, 1773, before J. HewiTT. SARAH PANTHER. 


April 12, 1773. 

Thomas Farn was in company with Howe and Verity, the afternoon before Coventry fair, 
at Robert Worth's at Newnbam, got there at three o'clock, and ſtaid two or three hours, and 
were ſerved with drink by Mrs. Worth and the ſervant girl: av agreement was made to 
meet next day at Coventry, and Farn was to meet Verity at the Croſs Guns, but Verity miſ- 
taking the houſe, and going into the Unicorn, they miſſed of each other. But Howe and 
Farn met together at duſk at Panther's, where they ſaw Henry Bray, Rogers, Leader, and 
people fron: Brandon; then went to Roger's about eight o'clock, where none was preſent but 
Rogers, his wile, Howe, and himſelf, where they ſupped on roaſt beef; returned again to 
Pauther's 


* _— —— — — — 
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Panther's at ten, or after: Mrs. Panther, Leader's wife, and another woman ſaw them, 
and there they ſaid till between eleven and twelve. 

Thomas Farn ſaith he buried two purſes in his horſe dunghill at Brinklow. 

Rosexr WorTn's Account, of Newnham : That he ſaw them ſeveral times betwixt the 
laſt Midſummer, and the November following, but doth not think they were there the Sun— 
day before Stretton wake. | | 

 Grorgt Perry: That Howe, in his hearing, ſaid he would ſwear Farn did the murder. 

Tromas Hices: That in converſation ſince the commitment of Verity, he aſked him who 
had the three pound twelve, taken out of the houſe of John Bennit ? he anſwered, he (Verity) 
had it. Who got in firfl? anſwered, Fara Who run after Bennitt, and brought him back? 
anſwered, Howe; and ſaid he, Verity, ſtood in theparlour, to ſee who went out and came in: 
changed the three pound twelve piece at Mrs. Steanes, paid a bill July 17, 1772. received 
three pounds one ſhilling out for change. 2 | 1 


Coventry John Colledge of Brinklow, malſter, upon his oath faith, that about twelve 


to wit. months fince. he loſt out of his malt-houſe, twelve or fourteen ſtrike of malt. che 
property of Mary Froſt, and intruſted for her uſe with this informant: And he fanher ſaith, 
that he ſuſpects the ſame was taken out of his malt-houſe, by means of ſalſe kevs, and con- 
veyed to the houſe of Robert Verity, his near neighbour, as he hath been informed. 


Taken and Sworn April 13, 1773. before]. Hewitt. Signed JOHN COLLEDGE. 


II} Benjamin Parnell of Stretton upon Foſs, but late of Pelton in the county of 
to wit. { Warwick, upon oath ſaith, that the gun now brought before me was his pro- 
perty, and: ſtolen from the ſhop of Samuel Beazley of Pelton, wheel-wright, about eighteen 
months ſince. - | Signed BENJAMI PARNELL. 
Taken and Sworn April 14, 1773, before J. HewiTT. 
pn; kg William Vernon, of Noble iu the county of Warwick, on oath faith, that the 
to wit. cock now before me, and which was found in the cuſtody of William Johnſon, 
is his property, and was ſtolen from John Powers of Church Lawford, in the county aforeſaid. 
Talen and Sworn April 17, 1773, before me, J. Hewirtr. 


3 William Cox on oath ſaith, that the Sunday after laſt new Chriſtmas day, in 

to wit, { the night he loſt a ſat hog, which was ſtolen and taken away out of a hovel be- 

longing to him. | ; Signed W. COX. 
Sworn May 2, 1773, before J. HewirT. 


Coventry Solomon Gardiner on oath ſaith, that his maſter Sir Theophilus Biddulph, in 


to wit. { the month of March, 1772, had two guns ſtole from a ground near adjoining to 
the river, by the houſe of his ſaid maſter, Signed SOLOMON GARDINER. 


Sworn before me, June 4, 1773. | 
Coventry } Alice Tims on oath faith, about the beginning of laſt March was twelve months, 
to wit. 5 ſhe loſt out of a barn belonging to this informant, thirteen couple of fowls, in 
the pariſh of Borton, and county of Warwick, aud further faith not. 


Sworn before me, une 11, 1773, J. HEwirr. The Mark of 
| | ALICEXN TIMS. 
SIR, | Wellſbourn, May 6, 1773. 


I am much obliged to you for that information in regard to the man that robbed my barn, 


aud hen-rooſt ; if there is evidence ſufficient, you may depend upon it, I will proſecute. 


1 got a warrant to ſearch the houſe of Capper of Wellſbourn, with the ſervant, but found 


nothing that could tend to the prejudice of his character, though that in this place is not a 


good 
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good one; the man he works with, bears likewiſe ad indifferent character, but as nothi 
was alledged againſt him, did not ſearch his houſe, but will give a good look out * 


him. Mrs. V. and Mr. H. join in compliments with 
Your moſt obedient ſervant. 


To John Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. J. VENOUR. 


Coventry? John Venour, Eſq; of Wellſbourn, came this day before me, and on oath 
to wit. ſaith, that ſometime in December laſt, he had ſtolen ſeveral couple of fowls, five 


turkeys, and a bag of barley meal, from his out-houſes, or buildings, in the pariſh of Well 
bourn aforeſaid. e Signed J. VE NO UR. 


Sworn bejore me, Fune 11, 1773. J. HEWITT. 
"— John Hobly of Stretton under Foſs, on oath ſaith, that about laſt Chriſtmas 


to wit. (was twelve months, he loſt three couple of ducks, which were ſtolen out of a 
duck-houſe, belonging to him, and farther faith not. : 
Sworn July 23, 1773. | 0 Signed JOHN HOBLEY. 
The following is a liſt of the priſoners at this time apprehended and 
committed, viz. John Howe, Bartlett Howe, and Robert Verity of Brink- 
low. — Thomas Farn of Church Lawford, in the county of Warwick. 


William Capper, Thomas Rogers, John Biddle, William Evans, and 


John Satchell, alias Horn, late of this city, but formerly of Hampton 
Arden, and Balſhall in the county of Warwick: a more dangerous and 
deſperate gang never infeſted any country. | 

The priſoners finding by all their art and contrivance, they could not 
baffle and deceive me any longer, ſome days after their commitment, 
deſired each of them to be permitted to be re-examined before me, when 
they made the ample confeſſions that hereafter follow, not only of the 
murder and robbery of Charles Pinchbeck, toll-gate keeper, in the pa- 
riſh of Stoke, in the county of this city of Coventry, but of the nume- 
rous burglaries, folonies, and robberies, committed by them in the coun- 
ty of Warwick, and their plans unexecuted, and prevented by theſe pro- 


„ 


ceed ings. @ 


Theſe particulars 1 publiſhed at that period, in part at my own ex- 


pence, and gave away, not with a view to prejudice the minds of the 
public againſt the criminals, but to clear the innocent who had been ſuſ- 
pected, from the ſuſpicions of their employers, and the public; and to 
reſtore the injured labourer and ſervant, who had beendeprived of bread 
for want of employ, to the truſt and confidence of their maſter. John 
Howe was amongſt the firſt, after Farn, who ſolicited to be taken before 
me, for re-examination : for farther particulars, I refer my readers to 
the examinations and confeſſions that follow hereafter in this narrative. 
The firſt examination I took from John Howe, was only queſtions I 

3 8 put 


. — 
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put to him with reſpect to monies he had paid and received, and things he 


had purchaſed, having no hope of any confeſſion from him at that time: 


I firſt proceeded to inquire into his proceedings the day of the murder 
and robbery; to which I received the following anſwers; that he left 
Coventry on the fair night betwixt eleven and twelve o clock, and went 
home alone, without any company; bought his horſes and waggon of 
Mr. Needham, of Wappenbury; had w orked at Robert Bennitt's houſe 
at Bilton; had been at Mr. Worth's, with Verity, and Henry Bray, was 


with them when he had his pocket picked, but ſaw no body elſe. 


Coventry? The ſree, voluntary, and unſoliciled Conſe/ſion of Fol Howe, of the Pariſh of Br mklow, 
to wit, 5 in the County of Warwick, made on his own free Mill, and at his own Reqmeſt, taken be- 
fore me, one of ht Majesty's Tuſitces of the Peace, for the ſaid City and Com of Coventry; and which 
aid Fohn Howe ſays as follows. 
That on Monday the ſecond of Nevember laſt, being the day on which a fair was held ja 
this city, this examinant came to town, and about three, ſour, or five o'clock, (he is not 


* ſure to the exact hour) he met Thomas Farn of Church Lawford, which is about two or 


three mites diſtaut from Brinklow aforeſaid, with whom be hath been acquainted ſometime, 
and who is by trade a ſhoe-maker ; the place he met the faid Ihomas Farn, was near the end 
of Much Park Street in this city, and on the ſecond day of November lalt, when the ſaid 


. Farn ſaid to this examinant, I have been looking for you; and after fome diſcourſe, the ſaid 
Thomas Farn ſaid to this examinant John Howe, ſhall we do any thing to night? meaning 


as this examinant did then believe, to commit ſome robbery, to which this examinant re- 
plied, he would not: the ſaid Tho. Farn then ſaid that he had got his piflol and fmock frock 
in his baſket, and which ſaid bafket he, the ſaid T'ho. Fain had beat in his one hard, and the 
{lick found under the window of the toll-gate houſe, kept by the late Charles Pinchbeck, 
he held in the other hand, and which ſaid ſlick is now produced, and this examinant ſays 
is the ſame ſtick he, the ſaid Farn then held in his other hand, and which the ſaid Farn uſu- 
ally carried his baſket on; this examinant then ſaid he was going to Thomas Rogers's, who 
lives at a houſe a ſmall diſtance, where this examinant met with the ſaid Thomas Farn: 

whilſt this examinant and the {aid Thomas Fain were in the houſe of Thomas Rogers, be- 
ing about fix oclock in the evening of the aforeſaid ſecond of November laſt, the ſaid Tho- 
mas Farn took out of his baſket a pound of the beſt battle powder, and which he ſaid he had 


- that day bought in this city, and gave two and twenty peice for: they ſtaid aud ſupped with 


Thomas Rogers and his wife on ſome cold beef, and then Thomas Farn and this examinant 
left Rogers's, being about nine o'clock, and being a 1ainy evening, he, this examinant bor— 
rowed Rogers's coat, when they ſet out for Panther's, at the Three Horle Shoes, in Much 
Park Street, (where this examinant had put up his horſe) going by the ſhop of Mr. Worcel- 
ter, at che entrance of Much Park Street, Thomas Farn ſaid he mult go in, and buy ſome 
ſhot, and accordingly he did go in, and brought out one pound of ſhot, this examinant likewiſe 
went in with him; aſter which they both went to Panther's, where this examinant and the 
ſaid Thomas Farn ſai down, and drank ſome ale and ſome rum and water, there was pre- 
ſent the wiſe of Thomas Leader, and Mrs. Panther: flaid till about eleven or twelve o'clock 
that ſame night, when this examinant took his horſe out of the ſtable, the boſltler being in 
bed, or out, and he, and the ſaid Thomas Farn ſet out together, and the ſaid Thomas Farn 
got up behind this examinant, and rode behind him, in order to go home to Brinklow, when 
on going down the hill near to the turnpike houſe on the ſaid road, and kept by Charles 

Pinchbeck 
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pinchbeck, the ſaid Thomas Farn ſaid, nov we will have old Charles, meaning the ſaid 
Chartes Pinchbeck, to which this examinant replied, 1 will not have any thing to do with 
him, ſor he will alluredly know me; for this examinant and the ſaid Charles Pinchbeck 
were as great, and acquainted as hrothers, upon which they rode through the gate, 1ho- 
mas Farn ſtill behind him, and went on ſo, until they got over Bindley Bridge, being about 
to or three hundred yards diſtance from the toll-gate aforeſaid, when the faid Farn ſaid, 
now we will get down, I have got my ſmock frock which Iwill put on, and Charles wont 
know me, but this examinant laid he would not go back, but Farn perſiſted in it, and 
hey both alighted from the horſe, which they turned imo a ground, when Farn ſaid, let 
us try the piſtol whether it will fire or not, and accordingly flatked it in the pan with fome 
gunpowder; after whici he loaded it with ftot, and then they both returned back to the 
garden adjoining to the toll-gate houſe, when the ſaid Farn took out a window, or light of 
the ſaid houſe, and got into a 100m with the loaded piſtol in his hand; but two people 
coming up to the gate, this examinant called to Thomas Farn to come out, ſor there was 
ſomebody coming, and we ſhall be taken, but Thomas Farn did not come out, and this 


cxaminant flood behind the houſe until the people came through.the gate, and went on; 


aſter which the ſaid Thomas Farn came out, and ſaid he could not get any farther than that 


room that way, and he would go to the window where old Charles lay; to which this exa- 
minant ſaid, I will not ſlay, and we had better go home: but Farn called upon him to 
ſtay, and ſaid he wanted ſome money, and he would havedome; then went up to the win- 
dow of the room where Charles lay, this examinant landing at diſtance on the road: ſoon 
after the piſtol went off, when he went up to Thomas Farn, and faid, Lord have mercy 
upon me, what are you at, when Charles Pinchbeck cried out, and Farn ſaid, I will have 
your money, upon which Charles gave him ſome halſpence into his hat, out of the win- 
dow; when Thomas Farn ſaid, this is not all the money you have, and it you won't let 
me in, I will ſhoot you again, having loaded his piſtol again for that purpoſe; when after 
many endeavours and threats made uſe of by Thomas Farn to force into the houſe, and as 
this examinant heard him tell old Charles, that he, Farn, would not hurt him farther, if 
he let him into the houſe; if he did not, he would ſhoot him; upon which old Charles 
opened the door, and the ſaid Thomas Farn went into the houſe, after ſome time returned 
to this examinant, when they remounted the horſe, and rode to Brinklow, when they parted 
the money in this.examinant's ſtable, who xeceived about fifty ſhillings value, out of a 
canvals purſe, being part of Charles Pinchbeck's money, and farther faith not. 
Taken beſore me, April 14, 1773, The Mark of 
J. EWIT TT, ( JOHN & HOW E. 


Coventry The farther Examination of John Howe, taken before me, one of las Majeſly's Juſtices of 
to wit. the Peace ſor the ſaid City and County, who faith as follows. Being the Continuation of hts 
Confeſſion hereunto annexed. 

This examinant ſays, that aſter Thomas Farn had got all the money, and came out of 
the houſe, Charles ſwore he had ruined him, upon which Farn went back, and took 
Charles's hand, and looked at it; that Charles by leaning on his ſhoulder, blooded his 
{mock frock, and likewiſe this examinant farther ſaith, that when they got to his houſe at 
Brinklow, and had lighted a candle, he ſaw the hat of the ſaid Thomas Farn was, all over 
blood; that the baſket whilſt the robbery was committed, ſtood in the garden adjoining to 
the toll-gate houſe, that the purſes taken out of Charles Pinchbeck's houle, were kept by 
Thomas Farn, who told this examinant that the piſtol with which he committed the robbery 
aſoreſaid, was at the time of his, the ſaid Thomas Fan's, being firſt apprehended in No- 
vember laſt, hanging up in his houſe at Church Lawſord, but that ſince he had. thrown ix 

| into 
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into a marl pit; he had cut up his ſmock frock, and had made hand towels and diſh 
clouts of that: and farther this examinant ſaith not. | | , 
Taken beſore me this 14th Day of April, 1773. The Mark of 
| J. HEWITT. | | JOHN. Xx HOW E. 
Witneſs, John Hill, George Petty, Samuel Brown. 


And this examinant ſays, that he hath heard the confeſſion of Robert Verity read, which 
is dated April 12, 1773, and was taken before me on that day, and he, John Howe doth 
declare the ſame to be true, ſo far as relates to the robbery of Charles Pinchbeck, on the 
night of the ſecond of November laſt, or the morning of the third of that month, and like- 
wiſe what relates to breaking into the houſe of John Bennitt, of or near Bilton, in the 
county of Warwick, and in which this examinaat, John Howe, was concerned, on or. 
about the ſeventh of July laſt. The Mark of 

Taken April 14, 1773, before J. HEWITT. TO0OHN = HO W.-K. 


Coventry) The Examination of William Capper, taken before me, one of his Majeſty's Juſlices of the 
to wit. Peace for the ſaid City and County, who ſays as follows. 
That ſometime ago he was in company with Thomas Rogers of this city, and John Howe 


now in the goal, but late of Brinklow, when the ſaid Howe and Rogers took three couple 
of ducks, the property of Mr. Hobley of Stretton under Fols, this examinant ſtanding at a 


little diſtance ; that the cauſe of their going there, was to take ſome hares, or four legs as 
they called them, and farther this examinant ſaith not. | 
Taken before me, April 30, 1773. J. HEWITT. The Mark of 
WILLIAM X CAPPER. 


| May 7, 1773. 
William Caþper's farther Confeſſion, taken and ſigned before a Conſlable, and ſent to me at has Requeſt 
A Voluntary confeſſion of William Capper, who faith as follows, That he and Rogers 
went to Southam with an intent to ſteal two colts, but miſſed that mark; ſome time about 
Chriſtmas, 1771, in the night time, went to the houſe of Mr. Aſhburn, on Bindley com- 
mon, and ſtole a bag of peas, in company with Rogers, which peas I, the ſaid Capper, 


had, and gave the ſaid Rogers four ſhillings for his thare : about ſometime lait winter was 


twelve months, went to Winnel in company with John Biddle and Rogers, and ſtole ſour— 
teen couple of fowls, and fold them to Thomas Wyatt, he Wyatt, knowing them to be 
ſtolen; we likewiſe took two horſes from off Witley common, to bring the aforeſaid fowls 
home: I and Rogers went to Lord Craven's ſometime laſt winter, and ſnared a hare, which 
the ſaid Rogers fold, and gaie me my ſhare, which was the half of three ſhillings and ſix- 
pence: I and Garratt went laſt winter was twelve months, to Lord Leigh's, and ſnared 
two hares: I and John Horn went to Mr. Venour's, at Wellſbourn, and ftole a bag of bar- 
le meal, and took a horſe from off the upper Bull field, near Coventry; Capper ſaid he 
did not know what to do with the ſaid meal, but the ſaid John Horn ſaid, it will feed the 
turkeys: we likewiſe went to a barn of Mr. Buſſell's of Lillington, and ſtole ſeveral couple 
of fowl, and ſix geeſe, The Mark of 

WILLIAM xXx CAPPER. 


Coventry The examination of John Satchell alias Horn, who ſays as follows, that ſome- 
to wit. time about three weeks before laſt Chriſtmas, he brought to this city, fix cou- 
ple of ſowls, which this examinant had taken from James Gilbert, James Phillips, and Lan- 
caſter, all of Bafwell and Barſton; about a week before, this examinant and William 
Capper, went to Richard Ruſſel's, of Lillington, and took out of his barn, five couple 
and one fowls, and brought them to the houſe of the ſaid Capper, in this city, by whom 
hey were kept, and who applied to Mr. Hitchins to buy them, but who did not buy * 
| | of 
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of him; but the Friday after this examinant ſold them to the wife of the ſaid Hitchins, who 
gave him cighteen-pence per couple: that on a Friday night, ſometime then about, they 
went loa place called Hurſcote, and took out of a waggon hovel there, and off ſome trees, 
five turkeys, and three couple of fowls, belonging to Mr. Venour; one of the turkeys was 
ſold to Mrs. Tomſon, in Hay lane, and three couple of ſowls, by this examinant, having 
been previoully ſold by W. Capper to her; this examinant had three ſhillings, and Capper four 
{hillings and ſix-pence; the other four turkeys were eaten in the houſe of Capper: That he 
| hath often ſeen Thomas Rogers at the ſaid Capper's: and farther this examinant ſaith not. 
Taken before me, thts 4th of May, 1773, The Mark of 

. A EWETT. JOHN * SATCHELL, alias HORN. 


| May 7, 1773. 

A Voluntary conſeſſion of John Horn, faith as follows, that he and Capper went the 
latter end of laft ſummer, and ſtole eight geele from a houſe near Beach Wood, in the 
pariſh of Backſwell: we likewiſe went laſt ſummer to Mr. Lant's, of Eaſtern Green, in the 
pariſh of Allefley, and ſtole four geeſe, and brought the ſaid geeſe to Capper's houſe ; the 
laid Horn took his ſhare out in lodging at Capper's houſe: we went to Mr. Ruſſell's, of Lil- 
lington, about three weeks before Chriſtmas laſt, and ſtole hve couple and half of fowl, 
and fix geeſe: we went to Wellibourn, to Mr. Venour's, and ſtole five turkeys, and five 
couple of fowl, and brought the ſaid fowl to Capper's, which were fold to the widow 
Thompſon in Hay Lane, and one of the turkeys. The Mark of 

| | JOHN & HORN. 


The Confeſſion of Thomas Rogers, who ſays that Thomas Wyatt went to — Neales, 
Eſq; at Alleſley, to fell ſome fiſh, and when he came back, told Thomas Rogers and John 
Capper, that there was a large quantity of ducks, and if they would go and ſteal them, he 
would have his horſe ready to take them to Birmingham, and ſell them for wild ones, and 
going according to his directions, miſſed the ducks, and brought fix geeſe, and brought 
them to the houle of the ſaid Thomas Wyatt, and put them there, and then he, Thomas 
Wyatt, ſet out to Birmingham with them to ſell. 


Coventry The Examination of Maury Capper, taken before me this 1/1 of May, 1773. who ſays as 

to wit, | Loews 3 | 

That ſometime about laſt Coventry fair, her huſband killed a fat hog, about eleven ſcore, 

part of which he ſold to John Vere, and part kept for their own ule, but have never fince 
that time had any ſo large of their own rearing ; that they have only had one fat gooſe fince 
\lichaelmas laſt, which they killed ſor theiz own ule; that the wings found at their houſe 
laſt night, ſome were given by John Horn, as {he thinks, of Balſhall heath, and ſome they 
bought: that ſometime about Chriſtmas laſt, they fold a ſow pig, about fourteen lcore, 
to Chriſtopher Croxall, of this city, and farther ſaith not. | 
1 aken before me, May 1, 1773; 

; J. HewiTr. 


The dk of pa 
MARY X% CAPPER. 


Coventry }£ The Informatton of Mary Vere, and Mary Cotton, wives to John Vere, and olim Cotton, 
iO wit. FT this Crip, taken before me this 1/1 of May, 1773, who ſay as follows. 
That ſometime. about Chriſtmas laſt as they think, and believe about the 3ſt of Decem- 
Ler, they bought of William Capper of this city, one fat hog, weight both ſides about four- 
cen ſcore and eleven pound, it being divided betwixt them, and tor which they gave ſeven 


chillings per ſcore, and farther ſaith not. MARY VERE. 
Taken before me, May 1, 1773, | The Mark of 

J. HUI. i * MARY N COTTON. 

„ 3 T 1 Coventry 
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Coventry The Examination and Confeſſion of William Evans, taken before me, this May 2, 1773. 
to wit, who ſays as follows, | 

That about Jaſt candlemas was twelve months, he in compauy with Thomas Rogers and- 
John Howe, did ſteal and take away from the farm yard, belonging to Mr. Newcomb of 
Brinklow, five, or more, couples of fowl : and farther this examinant lays not. 
Taken brfore me, May 2, 1773, WILLIAM EVANS, 

J. Hewirtr, | 4 | 

April go, 1773. 
A Free and voluntary confeſſion of John Howe, ſays that William Evans of Brinklow, and 
Thomas Rogers of Coventry, ſtole a large quantity of fon], belonging. to Mr. Newcomb of 
Brinklow, and fold them to Thomas Wyatt of Coventry, be knowing them to be ſtolen: the 
ſaid John Howe ſarther ſays, that he in company with one Capper, of Grey Frier's Lane, and 
Thomas Rogers of Coventry, ſtole two or three couples of ducks, the property of Mr. Hob- 
ley of Stretton-under-Foſs : the ſaid Capper and Rogers ſtole upwards of thirty couples of 
fowl, ſome time ago, of a blind man at Church Wootten: the ſaid Rogers aud Capper went 
with an intent to ſteal three colts, of a man near Southam, but were diſappointed, for the 
owner had fetched them up; they hired two horſes at Coventry to fetch theſe colts: the ſaid 
Capper and Rogers ſtole a fat hog, near ſeventeen ſcore, the property of Mr, Cox of Weſton, 
which was advertiſed: the ſaid Capper and Rogers, in company with John Howe, went to 
Theophilus Biddulph's, at Birbury town, and ſtole a large quantity of fowls, and ſnated two 
hares, and brought them to Thomas Wyatt, and he aſked them where they had been that 
night, and they told him, we ftole them, and he bought them ſo knowing: he further ſays, 
that John Biddell, and Stafford, and one Richard, who lived with Mrs. Stafford, often in- 
treated him to go along with them to Lord Craven's, to draw his filh-ponds, and they uſed 
to take horſes out of the park to carry their tackle on, and they told him they had got a large 
quantity of fiſh, and had drawn a great many gentlemen's fiſh- ponds: the ſaid Wyatt bought 
Nye turkeys, and ſome fowls of John Guy, which were ſtolen from an odd barn belonging to 


Sir William Wheeler of Lemington. 


7 he following is an Account of Robberies commited by Thomas Farn, John Howe, 
Robert Verity, and Bartlet! Howe, with other Accomplices named: in this 


Narrative. 


N the 31ft of May laſt, Howe and Farn broke open the toll-gate 

houſe at Brinklow, and ſtole therefrom ten guineas in gold, and 
a a conſiderable part of the wearing apparel belonging to the gate-keeper's 
wiſe. On the 5th of July, Howe, Farn, and Verity, met together in 
the road between Rugby and Bilton, {being Rugby fair day) with an in- 
tention of robbing the farmer coming from the fair; but not ſucceeding, 
that ſame night they broke into the houſe of John Bennitt, near Bilton, and 
took from thence, in bills and caſh to the amount of ſixty pounds. About 
this time, Farn, Howe, and Verity had a meeting, when they firſt pro- 
poſed to rob the toll-gate houſe at Bindley Bridge, but could not agree 
upon it. On the ſecond of November, being the fair day at Coventry, 
they had formed the deſign to break open the houſe of farmer Hyde, 


near Coventry, and attack the Birmingham butchers coming to the fair, 
| Thro' 


kh. . 
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Thro' Vetity's miſtake in going to a wrong houſe to wait for his com- 


panions, they did not find him, which diſconcerted their plan; and 
Farn and Howe did that night break into the toll-gate houſe at Bindley 


Bridge, and by firing through the window-ſhut with a piſtol, wounded 


the poor old keeper, Charles Pinchbeck, in the hand, of which wound 
he died ; and took outall the caſh, which was about gl. but being fair-day, 
they expected a larger ſum. From Colledge of Brinklow, whoſe doors 
they opened with falſe keys, they ſtole twelve ſtrike of malt, which was lodg- 
ed at Verity's. From a farmer of Harbury, three geteie. —F rom George 
Worth and William Chatham of Newnham, one game cock, and ſeveral 
couples of fowl and chickens. A net, and ſeveral couples of fowls and. 
chickens, from William Webb, of Church Lawford. All theſe robbe- 
ries were Committed in one night.—On the goth of January, 1773, from 
Sir William Wheeler, ſix turkies and ten couples of other fowl.— They 


likewiſe ſtole two guns from a wheel-wright at Pailton, and a piſtol from 


John Bird, blackſmith in Brinklow, the piſtol they ſhot poor Charles 
with.—T hey had a deſign to break open ſeveral other houſes which they 
fixt upon. They robbed Henry Bray of 6s. 6d- on the highway, as he 
was laid down to fleep: and the barn of Powers of Lawford, of a game 
cock, ſeveral fowls, and a net. Erom the Half Moon inn at Brinklow, 
the key of their out-door, the key of their plate, and a net; with an 
intention, it is ſuppoſed, to rob the houſe. A quantity of counters, 
which are generally uſed by ſharpers to flaſh with, together with a large 
quantity of ſnares, were found in the houſe of another accomplice, not 


here mentioned. From the Angel on the Dunchurch road, they. ſtole. 


eleven geeſe.— From Mr. Cox of Weſton, a fat hog, weight ſeventeen. 
ſcore. —They met, and concealed themſelves in a barn, intending to rob. 
Mr. Sutton, the Duke of Montague's ſteward, but he very fortunately 
returning home with company, prevented their deſigns from taking 
place. Large and ſmall pick-lock keys, flugs, &c, ſeveral dozen ot 
{nares and nets to take hares and rabbits; hooks, lines, and nets, for 
taking fiſh ; ſhot, and lead ſor caſting bullets; materials and barrels for 
fitting up more piſtols, were found in their houſes. —The piſtol with 
which the murder was committed, was thrown into a pit, but is now in 
my cuſtody, with ſeveral dozen more ſnares, that were likewiſe taken 
out of another pond of water, being put into a bag, and ſunk with ſtones. 
They had formed a plan to ſteal horſes out of Coventry Park, in com- 


pany with {ome accomplices in this city. 


How 


0 
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How far theſe dangerous villains would have procecded, had they met 


with no interruption, is not eaſy to imagine; having committed mur- 


der, highway robberies, burglaries, and felonies, innumerable; their 


numbers increaſing, being compleatly armed: having been under ex- 


amination twice, and as often diſmiſſed, they were become both daring 


and inſolent. 


That my readers may know the characters of the men belonging to 
this gang of villains I had at this period to encounter with, the follow- 
ing particulars are placed with this narrative, though they relate to 
facts committed by them ſeven years beſore; are all living and at large 
in this neighbourhood, Rogers excepted. 

Coventry The examination and confeſſion of James Mac Daniel, who ſays as follows, 
to wit. ( that he is acquainted with John Hawkins, alias Yellow Jack; that in Auguſt laſt 
they went together to a barn near the Blue Boar, on the road to Dunchurch, and flole from 


thence three couple and a half of fowls, and which were fold by Hark Baker, in this city: 
ſince that time he hath worked at Dawkes's brick-kiln ; lay laſt night in a hay loſt, and for 


ſome time paſt, in divers barns near this city, and was in London for a month; and farther 


ſaith not. Signed, | 
Taten Oclober 20, 1763, | The Mark of 
before J. Hewitt. es JAMES MAC & DANIEL, 
Coventry The Information of M. Simons, taken on oath before me, one of his Majeſly's Fuſlices of the 
to wit. 5 Peace for the ſaid City and County of the ſame, this 17th Day of Fanuary, 1766, who ſays 
as follows. 


That he was in company with one William Cromer laſt night, who made the following 


declaration to this informant, That be, and the following perſons in company together, did 


ſteal and take away ſrom the cow houſe of a farmer in Bubnall, (after by force of arms break- 
ing into the ſaid. building) ten couple and a half of fowls: that the ſame night they ſtole 
from a labouring man in Bagginton, one couple of fowls; and that the ſaid fowls, ſtolen 
as aforeſaid, were divided amongſt the [aid perſons, namely, the aforeſaid W. Cromer had 
two couple; John Cromer, brother of the ſaid W. Cromer, had two couple likewiſe; one 
W. Hughes had likewiſe two couple and a half; one Samuel Boſtin had likewiſe two couple 
and a half; and one Samuel Foycroſs two couple and a half: all which ſaid perſons as afore- 
ſaid named, were in company when the ſaid robberies were committed. And further this 
informant ſaith, that the ſaid W. Cromer declared, and acknowledged, that he, in company 
with the aſore-named perſons, went to the houſe of one farmer Jackſon, of Finnam green, 
and ſtole from thence a ſheet, made ule of for the covering of ricks, being diſappointed in 
ſtealing of fowls from the ſaid farmer Jackſon, as they intended; and on the morning after 
the night on which theſe ſacts were committed, W. Cromer found a pocket book, belonging 
to Mr. Hoggets of Winall, for which the ſaid Mr. Hoggets gave him a crown for his trouble 
of bringing it. And further this informant ſaith, that about twelve months ſince, the afore- 
ſaid W. Cromer, and Samuel Boſtin, went to-a perſon's houſe in Kenilworth, (but whoſe 
name this informant hath forgot) when W. Cromer went into a place where the ſaid perſon 
had fowls at roolt, with intent to ſteal them; and the ſaid Samuel Boſtin with a blud- 
geon was placed without, in order to knock the perſon down, provided they were interrupted 
iu their delign, And further this informant faith not. f W. SIMMONS, 

Taken before me, the Day and Year jirfl above uriticu. | Coventry 
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Coventry The Examination and voluntary Confeſſion of William Cromer, of the ſaid City, Sauger. 
to wit. taken before me, one of his Majeſty's Juſlices of the Peace for the ſaid City and County of the 

fame, this 17th of January. 1766, who ſazs as follows; | | 
That about eighteen months ſince, Samuel Boſtin came to this examinant in bed, and aſked 
him to go to his houſe, and deſired him to go to Weſtern Heath along with Samuel Twy- 
croſs, and John Cromer, where the ſaid three perſons, with this examinant, took four geeſe 
from the houſe of a perſon near the lodge; the ſame night went to another houſe near by, 
and took from thence, a game gock, and a hen, and Samuel Boſtin flood centry, to attack 
any one who ſhould interrupt them: about two months aſter, the ſaid three perſons went to 
Kenelworth mill, with this examinant, and took from thence another game cock: about 12 
months ſince, as this informant was informed by his brother, John Cromer, and took from 
thence ſeveral fowls: and further this examinant ſaith, about a fortnight before laſt Chriſt- 
mas, he this examinant, with W, Hughes, Samuel Twycroſs, and John Cromer, went to 
Mr. Murcot's, near Bubnall bridge, and took from thence, after breakingthe wall of a build- 
ing adjoining to a cow hovel, eleven couple of fowls: the ſame night as they were coming 
bome, this examinant, and the aforeſaid four perſons, broke the lock ofa door in Bagginton 
pariſh, near Mr. Bromley's, and took from thence one couple of fowls: ſometime after, the 
faid perſons, and this examinant went to a farm houſe in the pariſh of Honniley, and took 
from thence four geeſe; coming from thence, went to Mr. Grimes's in the ſame pariſh, and 
brought from thence three fowls ; the ſame night they robbed Mr. Murcot, they ſtole from 
Mr. Jackſon of Fennim Green, a ſheet for covering of ricks, part of which this examinant 
| hath now in his poſſeſſion. and the other part this informant's brother, John Cromer, hath 
at this time: and farther this examinant ſaith, that about two months before laſt Chriſtmas, 
he, togetlier with his brother John Cromer, went to Buſal common, and ſtole from out of a 
yew tree, which was at the back of the houſe, one fowl, but that he is an intire ſtranger to 
the people of the houſe : and farther this examinant ſaith not. 


Taten before me. the Day and Year firſl The Mark of 
above written, J. HEwIrr. i WILLIAM X CROMER. 
Worthy SIR, Auguſl 11, 1766. 


I take the liberty of acquainting you hereby, and hope you'll pardon giving you the trou- 
ble, but juſtice ſhould meet its reward: Thomas Rogers who was condemned with Moſes 
Oſbourn, and George Greengate, laſt Stafford aſſizes, but reprieved and continued, is well 
known to us, (meaning the inhabitants whereabouts he was bred and born) as a hardened 
and wicked villain from his childhood, has been long ſtrongly ſuſpected of particular cheſt, 
befides ſtealing the mare from Cheſter with his above accomplices, in the conflant practice 
and purſuit of defrauding and cheating both abroad and at home, as many he badly and 
greatly hath; à horſe courſer, poacher, notorious gambler, &c. of known exceeding bad 
principles and morals, and has always kept and choſe the worſt of company: and as your 
character is well known as a juſt, good, and commendable magiſtrate, makes us apply with 
ardour and aſſurance, that you will be pleaſed to do the moſt in your power that he may be 
ſent off according to his ſentence, for we hear that he has an uncle, a pretty ſubſtantial man, 
who is making what intereſt he can for him to come off, by applying to your mayor, &c. and 
his honour Archer, when we, and all who know him, think tranſportation a mild ſentence; 
we think, with ſubmiſſion, that your ſpeaking to the above gentlemen of his (Rogers's) cha- 
racter, may be of uſe in this affair; and arc, Sir, your moſt obedient, &c. 

To Mr. Alderman Hewitt, Coventry. © | Well wiſhers to the public. 

P. S. The reaſon may be readily gueſſed why this letter is not nominally ſubſcribed, and 
hope it my be kept only by yourſelf, is no N 2 of particular pique, but a general good deſign. 

3 | The 


' 
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The following information is againſt the ſame Greengate mentioned in 


the foregoing letter. 
City of The Inſormation of Edward Maſters, taken before me, one cf his Majeſty's Juſlices of the 
Coventry, Peace for the ſaid City, this 4th F,. 1768, who ſays as follows, 

That being at the houſe of William Eburn, in this city, on yeſterday, (Coventry fair day) 
1appened to get in company, as he apprehends, with one George Greengate, a gambler, who 
defrauded and cheated him out of the ſum of fifty four guineas, by putting a halfpenny under 
a punch bowl, and naming either heads or tails, by which means he, this ivformant, was 
_ defrauded out of the faid ſum. And further ſaith not. h 
Sworn the Day and Year above written, The Mark of 

before me, J. HewiTT | | EDWARD X MASTERS. 


Rogers was the ſon of a Mr. Rogers, formerly of Hampton in Arden, 
and who married a daughter of Smith, a confectioner, then of the city 


of Coventry. 


Howe and Farn after a trial of fix hours, were, from indiſputable evi- 
dence, convicted; every circumſtance that appeared in their confeſſions 
as well as the informations I have given the copies of, were fully proved. 
againſt them, they were immediately ſentenced to be hanged and ana- 
tomiſed, and which was accordingly executed upon them Augult 2, 1773, 
a gallows was erected on a common, in the pariſh of Stoke, and near to 
the toll-gate houſe where the robbery and murder was committed: in 
their laſt moments acknowledged all the facts charged upon them, but 
on ſecing Thomas Wyat attending their execution, were exceedingly 
diſturbed; Wyat was at that time a fiſhmonger and poulterer, and a no- 
torious poacher, or at leaſt the receiver of ſtolen fowl and game, they 
charged him as being the firſt cauſe of their unhappy courſe of life, and. 
had been their director and ſecret adviſcr for more than nine years, that 
he had perſuaded and ſolicited them to obtain-and get hares, and firſt 
aſſiſted them with tackling, &c. for the ſeveral purpoſes; Howe was at 
that time employed on the turnpike road leading from Coventry to 
Lutterworth, and by which old Charles was intimately acquainted with 
him, and which was the cauſe of Howe's keeping at a diſtance, and put- 
ting Farn upon perpetrating the horrid deed, (lee Charles Pinchbeck's 
information and account, page 253) he well knew the voice of the man 
that ſpoke at ſome diſtance, to be the voice of a perſon he had been ſa— 
miliar with, but could not recollect the perſon. Howe for the reaſons 
before aſſigned, at firſt refuſed Wyat's propoſals, but afterwards depart- 
ing from his reſolution, in conſequence of falling into deſolute ahd drink- 
ing company, becoming neceſſitous, he renewed his acquaintance with 

| Wyat, 
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Wyat, and perſued his advice in the ſtealing of fowls, turkies, pigs, and 
calves, ſnaring of hares, partridges, robbing of ſiſh- ponds, or any thing 
that was intheir way, asthey returned off the night rambles without prey, 
in goods, money, or ſome perſons property, and which Wyat ſold and 
diſpoſed of, Wyat had uſed to lay at Brinklow on his return from Lut- 
terworth market, whilſt they went out to rob the farmers, if they were 
not provided againſt his coming. 
Thomas Wyat had been uleful to me 1n ſome particulars, eſpecially 
1n the pointing out rogues who he charged with others in the robbing of 
him; this robbery Wyat {wore to, at the time he was robbed near a 
wood belonging to Lord Craven, he had ſtopt at Brinklow, and being 
in liquor, one of them kept him drinking, and the others went out, 
waited his coming. and ruſhed out of the wood, being dark and diſguiſ- 
ed, he did not know them, but fuſpected they were a part of the gang; 
Wyat likewiſe ſwore to the ſtick that was found in the garden behind 
the toll-gate houſe, and the feeing Farn to whom it belonged, paſs by 
his door with a flag baſket hanging upon it over his ſhoulder the night 
the robbery and murder was committed, and Howe and Farn ſupping 
together at the notorious Thomas Rogers's houſe, in Jordan Well in 
this city; theſe were the motives for my lenity and filence with reſpect 
to: Wyat, and the true cauſe of their publicly accuſing and reflecting 
upon Wyat and his tmprudent attendance at their execution, within 
their view and fight; ſome very ill natured perſon having whilſt in pri- 
ſon, incenſed them againſt him, for having been an inſtrument in the diſ- 
covery and bringing them to juſtice. Verity was removed to Warwick; 
tried for the being concerned with Howe and Farn in the breaking into 
the houle of John Bennitt, at Bilton near Rugby, in the county of War- 
wick, being the moſt capital offence he could be convicted of, he was 
likewiſe capitally convicted, but was not executed, obtained a reprieve, 
and was afterwards tranſported: the convicting the capital offenders was 
the principal object of theſe proceedings, which had been attended with 
unremitting pains for near nine months, and at great charge and ex- 
ence, without any government allowance whatſoever, and during fix 
months of that time, I'was confined moſtly to my chamber by a moſt 
painful diſorder, and weak ſtate of health. The loſs of ſeveral papers 
and minutes of my proceedings, obliges me to conclude this ſubject re- 
lating to the Brinklow, Church Lawford, Hampton, and Berkſwell gang, 
art of thoſe charged with ſow] ſtealing were admitted evidences, the 


others diſcharged, The 


Pb i 
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The following letters I received at this period I have added to this 
narrative, as evincing evidence of the noble and reſpectable regard paid 
by the noble and honourable writers, to thepublic ſervices I had done my 


country: I have likewile added the papers and ſentiments I printed 


at that time, recommending the ſeveral plans therein contained, and 
the reſpectable lignatures of the nobility, gentry, the high ſheriff, 
and gentlemen of the grand jury for the county of Warwick, with 
the gentlemen, clergy, and principal inhabitants of the city of Coventry, 
recommending me to the king, and my public ſervices, as worthy of his 
majelly's notice, &c. and regard: 

On the 11th of April, the day I committed Farn and Howe, &c. hay- 
ing ſiniſhed the buſineſs with great fatigue, I wrote a ſhort note to Mr. 


Dadley, acquainting him therewith, to which he {ent me the following 


aniwer. 
DEAR SIX. Abril 11, 1773. 
Your intelligence makes me truly happy, and if I can in anv way become inſtrumental 
in procuring that acknou ledgment which is due to your unwezried attention, I will not fail 
to exert my beſt endeayour, Sir, your obedient humble ſervant, 
W. DA D LET. 


ni. Friday, Tive Clock, 
I think the application highly proper, and as far as my poor ſervices may ſupport it, I 
am ſure you ſhall command chem to the nunolt, I will wait upon you in the morning, and 
concert the further iteps neceilary to be puiiued ; But 1 fhiould be ſtraugelv ſurprized indeed. 


if any inbabitant, wiſhing well to the good order of the city and its neighhourhood, ſhould 


with-hold from you that teltinony, which is jullly due to your attention on all occaſions to 
the adminiſtration of juſtice. I am, Sir, very faithiully, 
| Your obedient humble ſervant, 
W. DADLEY. 


S I R, « London, May 1, 1773- 

I received the favor of your letter and incloſed narrative, I called 
upon the duke and dutcheſs of Montague this morning, in order to talk 
the matter over with them; but as they were juſt going out, I have fixed 
to-morrow, when I ſhall have the honor of ſeeing them, and ſhall fully 
explain to them, not only the importance of this, but allo your former 
ſervices. I am ſorry you mend ſo ſlowly, but hope that a warm ſummer 
will perfectly re-eſtabliſh your health. I ſhall be very glad to give every 
alliſtance in my power, in contributing to the acknowledgment of your 
ſervices to the public upon the preſent occaſion, and am, Sir, 

Your molt obedient {ervant, 


To Alderman Hewitt, Coventry. GEO. SCOTT. 
| SIR, 


CHARLES:PINCHBEGCE. $0 


S I R, | Benham Place, n:ar Newbury, May 6, 1773. 

I received both your letters, with the printed and written account of 
your proceedings, and the different robberies thoſe villains have com- 
mitted: I thinkathe whole country are obliged to you for the great trou- 
ble you have had to bring thoſe villains to juſtice, and no one more ſo, 


than Sir, Your humble ſervant, 
1 C RAVE. 
SE | Groſuenor Square, May 7, 1773: 


Accept my thanks for the favor of your letter of the 4th inſtant, which 
I yeſterday received; it is a great advantage to the county to have ſo 
diligent and able a magiſtrate, who will uſe. his endeavours to bring 
' notorious offenders to juſtice: I am ſorry to find that the pariſh of Pack- 
ington may give you ſome trouble, and I have this day heard of ſome 
perſons that I hope will be brought to juſtice, for I never will ſcreen 
any offenders guilty of robberies, let them belong to what place they 


map, but ſhall always be readyto give you any aſſiſtance in my er for 


bringing offenders to juſtice. 
I am, Sir, your obedient humble ſervant, 
Fohn Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. AYLESFO RD. 


S I R, Arbury, May 10, 1773. 

I am much obliged to you for communicating your proceedings, for 
which you merit my thanks, and thoſe of your country. I ſhall be ve- 
ry glad, at any time, to give my aſſiſtance for the ſecurity of the lives and 
property of our neighbours, and to co-operate in any meaſures to obtain 
that end. I am, Sir, 

Your obedient ſervant, 
| R. NEW DIG A TE. 


S 1 5 Birbury, May 10, 1773. | 

I am obliged to you for your intelligence about the guns; I loſt wo in 
March, 1772, and believe I can, without difficulty, prove them to be 
my property, 1n caſe they can be produced: I ſhall ever be ready to 
proſecute all invaders of my property,, and will with pleaſure pay the 
reward of five guineas on conviction, which I publicly offered at the time 
the robbery was committed. I am very glad ſo dangerous a gang of 
villains are detected, and am, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


John Hewilt, Eſq; „„ BIDDULPH. 
| 3X ; P. S. If 
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.. If any thing further is neceſſary to be done on my part, I hope 
you will favour me with a line. 


Leaming/on, May Ao, 177g. 

Sir W. Wheeler preſents his compliments to Mr. Alderman Hewitt, is 
ſorry the bad weather hath prevented him having the pleaſure of ſeein 
the alderman at Leamington on Friday laſt, to perſonally thank him for 
his great many, and more eſpecially his aſt, public ſervices: Sir Wil— 
liam is now much indiſpoſed by the gout, as ſoon as he is better, will 
acquaint the alderman when he will be proud to lee him. 


S IR, 

I thank you for the favor of your letter, which I would have done 
ſooner, but when I received it I was agood deal hurried, and my friend 
lieut. colonel Scott, promiſed to make my acknowledgments to you the 
firſt opportunity, your magiſterial conduct has been, and is ſo highly 
commendable; the dutcheſs and I think ourſelves obliged to you for the 
part you have taken in what concerns our affairs; and you may be aſſured 


that it will not be our faults if our agents do not ſhew you all proper 


regard, I am, Sir, your obedient humble ſervant, 
MONTAG U E. 


S I R, Coventry, May 14. 1773. 

Mr. Watt's is not in town to day; Iam much obliged to you for the 
confidence you give me, and think it would be very right to give a line 
to Lord Denbigh. I ſent your narrative to London to a friend, who 
would deliver it to Mr. Dyſon, and I ſhall be thankful to you for ano- 
ther copy or two, which I will get conveyed, thro' proper hands, to 
other members of the treaſury, ſrom whence I hope you will find an 


handſome compenſation for your great trouble. I am, Sir, 


Your obedient humble ſervant, 
W. D A SELL LY. 


SIR, South Street, May 21, 1773. 
I have my lord Denbigh's commands to acquaint you that he received 
your two favors, and expreſſes the ſtrongeſt ſenſe of your vigilence as 
a magiſtrate, and moſt richly deſerving his lordſhip's, and the public's 


| beſt thanks. His lordſhip, as alſo Lord Craven, is of opinion, that the 


commiſſioners of the road muſt proſecute, and that Mr. Dadley is by far 
the 
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The Proceedings in the purfuing, apprehending, trial, and convicting, of Willt- 
am Wayner, James Bromwich, and their Gang ; in the years 1765, and 
1766 : with their hiſtory, liſe, and adlions. 


AMES Bromwich was born at Willoughby, inthe county of Warwick, 
he was about 22 years of age. His father dying when he was about 
8 years of age, left him and another brother to the care of the pariſh. 
The brother, John Bromwich, committed ſeveral robberies and burglaries 
about three or four years ago, was committed by me, and tranſported 
from Warwick. James for ) years lived along with one Mr. Lowke, in 
the aforeſaid village, and then came to live at Mr. Croſley's, in the city 
of Coventry; and afterwards with Mr. King of the ſame city. 

During thetime of his being with the laſt gentleman, ſeveral burglaries 
were committed, and he was ſtrongly ſuſpected. One night late he 
came upon his maſter as he was reading in his parlour alone, unper- 
ceived, till he lift up his head, and ſaw his man Bromwich flanding with 
a piſtol preſented near to his head; Mr. King having preſence of mind, 
took up the poker, and dropt the piſtol which was loaded with ball; he 
was hereupon diſcharged the ſervice of Mr. King, who, upon ſearching 
his room, found a number of pick-lock keys, ſome for d6ors, &c. others 


for taking off horſe locks, by which it appears he had formed a plan for 


horſe- ſtealing, and the highway. It would have been happy had the 
public been acquainted with theſe particulars at that time. In the be- 
ginning of May, 1764, he was hired to Mr. John Lowke, of Coventry, 
a relation of the above-mentioned Mr. Lowke, of Willoughby. « 

On June 11, 1763, his maſter (Mr. Lowke) having loſt out of his 
cupboard forty pounds and upwards, and having ſeveral times before 
miſſed other ſums, Bromwich was taken up, and charged by the ſaid 
gentleman before me, with the ſaid robbery ; a large part of the money 
was found in his lodgings, and ſeveral things of value that he had pur- 
chaſed with the remainder were found upon him: he was committed to 
goal. At the next aſſizes Ibeing obliged to attend the trial of Smith, alias 
Fall, at Newcaſtle-upon-Tyne, (which aſſizes were within two days of 
thoſe at Coventry) his trial was put off till the ſpring afſize, when 
his maſter could not {wear poſitively to the day he was robbed, or to any 
piece of money (he having falſe keys to unlock and lock any locks he 
choſe to open) no bill could be found by the Grand Jury : however he 


3 Y confeſſed 
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confeſſed the robbery; and afterwards, at the requeſt of his late maids 
Mr.Lowke, of Willoughby, ſign'd an order upon me to deliver up the 
caſh and other things which were in his hands, to Mr. Lowke of Coven- 


try, which I aceordingly complied with. 


The ſaid Bromwich was diſcharged at the ſame time with William 
Wayner, who was tried for robbing his maſters, Meſſrs. Lowe and Clay, 
of a conſiderable quantity of filk goods at different times ; but from a 
miſtake in the circumſtance of his confeſſion was likewiſe acquit. Willi- 
am Pare was in goal for debt during the time of Bromwich and Wayner $ 


confinement, and from accounts given by themſelves, a ſcheme for go- 


ing upon the highway was ſettled and agreed between them. The ac- 
counts given by Pare and Bromwich, and exnowiedged by Wayner, are 


as follows: 
That Way ner, on his diſcharge at the Lent aſſize, went for Nottingham, but returned to 
Coventry in a few days, when Pare and he ſet out for Birmingham ; "Pare bought of Mr. 


Richards, gun-fmith, a brace of piſtols. During the time Their being there, wich {er 


off from Coventry to a country village near Shrewſbury, to conſult a conjuror, who they 
had been informed could by his ait prote them from being apprehended, and at the ſame 
lime enable them to diſpatch me. The conjuror gave to Bromwich a paper, on which was 
an addreſs to the infernal ſpirits, who were to relieve them out of all difficulties, with ſeveral 
lines and circles drawn upon it, one of them with J. H. and told him, whenever he ſhould 
be in danger of being taken, if he run a pin into that circle, he would ftab me in the heart. 
Bromwich returns to Coventry, and joins his accomplices ; Pare and Wayner having been 
out upon the read, and had on the firſt of May, in the moruing, attacked the Cheſter coach 
upon Knightlow-hill; Wayner took from the gentleman who was an infide pafſenger, a gold 
watch, while Pare attacked the outſide paſſ-nger, Mr. Brown of Welchpoole, and took from 
him his watch and money, who not readily delivering them, Pare {wore that he had given 


him more trouble than he ever bad met with beſore, and he had a great mind to biow his 


brains out. 

The fame night I (being then in London) had Wann of this robbery ſent to me by Sir 
John Fielding, before whom the gentleman robbed immediately went, on the arrival of the 
coach in London, The deſcription given ofthe perſons was ſo exact, with reſpet to Way- 
ner, that he was immediately pointed out by ine, as one of them; and, at the ſame time con- 


lidered my ſelſ very ungrateſully aud ſhamefully treated, for the many ſervices I had done the 


country, and upon which account | was then three hundred pounds and upwards out of 
pocket; I therefore deſired to be excuſed being at any farther expence, and that they might 
apply to che Juſtices of the County of Warwick, in whoſe juriſciction the robbery had been 
committed. However this robbery paſſed unnoticed, and no enquiry was made aſter the of- 
fenders. Upon my return to Coventry, and finding that no ſearch had been made aſter theſe 


| ſoot pads. and that Wayner, Bromwich, and Pare, were often in company together, I kept a 


private look out, and cauſed them to be carefully obſerved; having been informed before of 
Pare and Wayner's journey to Birmingham. And notwithſtanding the difplealure J. with 
juſtice, felt, for the returns 1 had met with, could not help ſeeling great uneaſineſs for the 


danger my fellow ſubjects were in, from theſe daring villains, and the inactivity of the juſti- 


ces, whole duty it was to have taken notice of the aforeſaid robbery. 

1 continued at Coventry ill the 13th of May, and then went to Birmingham; (during the 
time of my return from London, no attempts had been made.) 1 applied to ſome of the prin- 
cipal 
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Cipal gentlemen of that town, to aſſiſt me in enquiring aſter the ſale of the watches, and de- 
fired them to give me notice if any were offered to he fold. Knowing the time of Pare and 
Wayner's journey to Birmingham, I enquired of Mr. Richards, Gun-ſmith of that place, 
if he had not fold a brace of piſtols lately; who immediately recollected that he had ſold a 
brace, much about the time enquired after. On Friday. after having made theſe enquiries, I 
returned to Coventry; when I was immediately apply'd to by the proprietors of the Cheſter 


and Coventry machines, who inſormed me, that during my abſence thoſe three nights, their 


coaches had been ſtopt, and the paſſengers robbed each night by three foot-pads.* 


Pare, Bromwich, and Wayner, heating I was returned, watched my houſe, and obferv- 


ing the coach maſters had been there, Bromwich and Wayner hired horſes, and went for 
Nottingham, by way of Leiceſter; and the next night ſlopt and robbed the Mancheſter ma- 
chine, pear Leiceſter, Pare ae at Coventry, in a ſlate of ſecurity; for the circum- 
ſtances which have been mentioned with reſpect to him, reſted intirely with me; and the 
people in general, ſuſpected another man, for the third perſon : but one of the coach waſlers 
having obſerved Pare in company with Bromwich and Wayner, mentioned it to me, and 
I defired him not to take any nogce of it to any other perſon ; but at the ſame time took an 
information of one of the coaches being robbed the night before, within the county of Co- 
ventry : this gave me authority to proceed upon. The coaches had all been flopt in the 
night, between eleven and one o'clock; and it required great care, pains, and circumſpec- 
tion to proceed: the paſſengers robbed were all ſliangers. aud at a diſlance.—Pare was at 
this time publicly known to be in deſperate circumſtances; that he kept company with a 
molt notorious ſet of gamblers aud cock-ſighters ; and had, during the month of May, gamed 
away both money and watches, which was impollible ſor him to have been poſſeſſed of, but by 
robbing. Way ner and Bromwich, after robbing the Derby and Mancheſter machine, went 
for Nottingham, and on Fiiday, the goth of May, being Coventry great-fair day, returned 
back to that city. Intelligence being given me of their arrival, ! deterinined to ſecure them ; 
and finding they had been at Allelley all that night, ſent out proper perſons to apprehend 
them, Whil(t theſe preparations were making, notice was brought to me that Wayner and 
Bromwich had, on Monday the 26th of May, ſtopt and robbed John Hall, in the foreſt of 
Sherwood, in the middle of the day.“ 

About one o'clock the ſame night, Bromwich and Wayner were both ſeized in bed at 
Stone- Bridge, near Meriden heath, the piſtols with Mr. Richards's name upon them, (bought 
as before mentioned) were found upon them, and the gold watch; one piſtol was loaded 
with a braceof balls, the other had been burſt by over-charging. During this time I ſecured. 
others in Coventry. 

Upon being brought to Coventry, Bromwich conſeſſed the whole of the robberies as I have 
here mentioned; aud likewiſe William Pare did the ſame in au ample manner, and further 
added, chat they had formed a plan at the meeting near Allefley, to go to Birmingham and 
buy new arms. Aſter their commitment they all publicly acknowledged to numbers of per- 
ſons, whole curioſity led them to ſee them in priſon, all the facts here mentioned. Until 
five days before the aſſize at Nottingham, no perlon it was thought would appear againſt 


them, the gentleman to whom the cold watch belonged, and who came from Dublin, to avoid 


my binding him to proſecute, went poſt by way of Briſtol, to eſcape Coventry. No infor- 
mation had been taken of the ſad iu Nottinghamſhire, nor care taken for any perſon to ap- 


pear againſt them; Hall, the man robbed, and who was ſuppoled to live with the Regiſter 


of Durhaw, was gone home, and was no ſervant of that gentleman's, but lived at a diſtance 
from thence.* Under theſe circumſtances, I, notwithſlanding the ungenerous re- 


turns J had met with from the part of the country who are moſt indebted to me, went poſt 


* See the informations, letters, &c. that hereaſter follow. _ to 


( 296 ) 
to Nottingham, and there advanced, with a worthy magiſtrate of that county, out of our 
own pockets, the money neceſſary for ſending down to Durham a ſpecial meſſenger to look 
up Hall, and to indemnify him from all charges in returning poſt back with Mr. Hall, who was 
upwards of 70 years of age. Wayner and Bromwich were tried and convicted at Notting- 


ham : during their trials, Bromwich charged me with having 181. of his money; this charge 


laid me under a neceſſity of laying open the robbing of Mr. Lowke, and the delivering up 


the money, as hath been before flated. Wayner joined in the abuſe with Bromwich, and 
further added, that none of the evidences would have appeared againſt them, had it not been 
for me, with other abufive words.* | 


William Wayner, aged about 23 years, was born at Roulſton, near Newask, in Nottinghara- 
ſhire; his father rented a ſmall farm there, and had ſeveral children; William was put appren- 
ticeat 12 years of age, to a framework-knitter, at Woodborough, where he behaved well, and was 
a conſtant frequenter of the church of England; after his time was expired, he lived with Mr. 
Harris, a hoſier in Nottingham, about three years; here be behaved tolerably well, but fall- 
ing in love with his maſter's daughter, and ſhe, on account of ſome irregularities, prudently 
refuſing his addreſſes, he went to Coventry, and was employed by Mr, Clay, as a ſervant in 
the manuſactory of that city. He declared to a friend, that paſſing over Nottingham Mea- 
dows, when he ſet out for Coventry, he then was determined never to return into Notingham- 
ſhite, unleſs it was to be hanged; for that he could not be happy again, nor did he care what 
courle of life he led. Strange as this abſurd reſolution may appear, it was but too ſoon put 
into practice, for he had not been long in the ſervice of Mr. Clay, before he was violently 
tuſpeRed of defrauding his maſter of divers parcels of ilk, and was committed to Coventry 
2 but at the laſt Lent aſſize was acquitted. How he ſpent his time after his difcharge 

rom priſon, will appear by reading every circumſtantial detail of all their robberies in 
this narrative. 6 

Wayner declaring himſelf a papiſt, refuſed to attend the ſervice of the church, and re- 
queſted the aid and aſſiſlance of a catholic prieſt; who, it is ſaid, finding him but little ac- 
quainted with the doctrines of the church of Rome, was not forward to attend him, and neg- 


lecting to viſit him for ſeveral days, Wayner was prevailed on to accompany his fellow pri- 


loner to church, where he bebaved with decency, and ſeemed reſolved to die in the proteſtant 
religion; but on the Thurſday before he ſuffered, the prieſt paid him another viſit, and then 
Wayner declared his final reſolntion to die in the communion of the church of Rome. After 
condemnation, he obſtinately refuſed to make any conſcſſion, but to God, the ſaints, and the 
prieſt ; and was very angry with Bromwich for endeavouring to perſuade him to it, 

The following particulars are what Bromwich confeſſed when in Nottingham goal: After 
committing the various robberies about Coventry, we thought Nottinghamſhire a good place 
for ation: We arrived at Nottingham town on Tueſday the 2oth of May, and took a room 
of one Mr. Eggleſtone there, (but he r-as a ſtranger to our ſchemes) we ſtaid at Nottingham 
two or three days, and caſh growing ſhort, Wayner pawned the gold watch to a batber 
there, for half a guinea, but tie barber did not know it was gold. The Friday aſter we et 
off for Leiceſter, and that evening robbed a coach going out for London, (as before men- 
tioned) and took from the paſſengers twenty-two ſhillings. We lay in the fields after the 
robbery, and in the morning returned to Leiceſter. The ſame day we reached Nottingham, 
and went to our lodgings, where we reſted well after our great fatigues. Sunday we ſpent 
great part of our time at a public houſe in the market-place, leading to the caſtle; lay at 
our lodgings that night, and Wayner having ſome particular reaſon that J am a ſtranger to, 


* Lord Camden who tried them, obſerved to them, they had hurt themſelves, though it 


gave me an opportunity of yindicating myſelf, by laꝝ ing open a crime that had not been 
known to the court, to 
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to expect a good booty in the foreſt, we ſet out in the morning, but nothing offered: and 
here I declare in the moſt ſerious manner, that had we met with the ſucceſs expected, IT was 
fully reſolved to leave off this dangerous abandoned way of living, and get over to France, 
and there, if poſſible, live by induſtry, and improve myſelf in gardening ; but providence 
ordered it otherwiſe; about noon we ſtopped and robbed Mr. John Hall of Durham, of thirty 
two ſhillings, anda leather pouch, (as before hinted) and then ſet off acroſs the foreſt for 
Woodborough, where we were in great danger of being taken, but behaving boldly, eſcaped, 
and after a painful journey through bye- ways, arrived ſafe at a little village near the Trent ſide. 
about two miles eaſt of Nottingham; went once more to our lodgings at Nottingham, and 
ventured three times to walk through the ſtreets there, at the time the public advertiſements 
were diſperſing againſt us. Wayner redeemed the watch be had pawned, and then we fe: 
out to ſee our companions at Coventry; the advertiſements followed cloſe at our heels, and 
we eaſily perceived our danger to be very great indeed.--Ard here let me, my reader, whoever 
thou art, warn thee to flee from the firſt temptations to fin againſt God, and the laws of thy 
country; for ſurely no life is ſo wretched, ſo miſerable, as that of a loot-pad; living as 
we did, for the ſpace of aboutone month in conſtant fatigue, fear, and danger; with an almoſt 
certain proſpect of the gallows, ſpending what little we obtained by piunder and repine, 
in riot and folly, and drinking to exceſs to ſlifle the pangs of a guilty conſcience, and the 
dread of a juſtly offended deity. We ſpent our time very jmprudently at Coventry; fearful 
of a diſcovery, we kept cloſe in the day time at our lodgings, but at laſt determined to croſs 
over into Shropſhire.—{See farther particulars as before related. | | | 

Bromwich, whoſe whole behaviour has been very different from that of Wayner, being 
patiently reſigned to his approaching change, behaving in every feſpect as became one in his 
unhappy circumllances, and at laſt died with a truly chriſtian fortitude, deſiring the prayers 
of all preſent. | | 


The particulars already given, agree with their examinations, &c. be- 
fore; and it is unneceſſary to particularize more of their deeds, but the 
ſcandalous ingratitude, and returns, I received from the town and 
county of Nottingham, obliges me in my own defence to publiſh them. 


Coventry The Inſormation of William Crofts, -a Servant to Mr. Drayſon, one of the Proprietors of 
to wit. the, Chefler Stage Coach, or Machine, taken on Oath before me, one of tus Majeſty's Fuftices of 
the Peace for the ſaid City, who ſays as follows. | 
That on Monday night laſt, and on the Wedneſday, being the 12th and 14th - of this 
month, the ſaid coach or machine was ſtopt ou the common, and road leading to Dun- 
church, near to this city, by two or three perſons on foot, who preſented a piſtol, each of 
the ſaid perſons ordering him to ſtop, threatning to ſhoot him in cafe he went on, and imme- 
diately went to the paſſengers, and demandzd their money, and took from them two watches, 
and money: and further this informant ſaith not. | 


Sworn this 16th of May, 1766, before J. HEwIrr. VV. CRO F T-- 
An inventory of the things ſound in a box now in the cuſtody of William Cooper, Eſq; Mayor, 


a - 


An octavo bible, in which is wrote the name of James Brimage, and James Brumage, 
his book, 1737: A common prayer book, in which the name of James Brumage has been 
wrote, but is almoſt ſcratched out: An old book. intitled Nine caſes of conſcience, on the 
firſt leaf of which is wrote J. Shaw, Ex. Ode. Chriſti, 1720-21 : A book, intiiled The En- 
eliſhmau directed in the choice of his religion, 3 is no name wrote: Two ſong books, 
. | 3 in 
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in one of which is wrote James Brumage, and in the other John Weſley, 1750: Three pair 
of worſted ſtockings, marbled and figured: An old crimſon frame-work waiſtcoat: A pair 
of curling irons: Four flocks: A ſmall parcel of looſe thread, and ſome tied up in a paper: 


A pair of boot garters : And an old pair of gloves. 


. Notingham, June 2, 1766. 

A box was brought to me and ſome other ofthe aldermen, by the landlord where one of 
the perſons loiged, who went off in ſuch a.violent hurry, as to take two ſhirts with him, as 
mentioned in the advertiſement you gave an account of in your letter of the firſt inſtant ; 
which we cauſed to be opened, and found the things mentioned in the above inventory, 
which is all that I know of, no other boxes having been at preſent difcovered; the box I 
ſhall detain till I hear how the affair will turn out. The poſtman on Saturday laſt brought 
me a letter directed for Wayner, dated from Coventry, ſigned only with initial letters, the 
purport of which was, that it was reported that \Wayner was concerned in robbing ſome ſtage 
coach, or machine, I cannot remember which, and that the writer would take care to clear 
his character; I could not tell whether it was a man's. or woman's haud, I rather believe the 
latter, and as Mr. Coape Sherbrooke, a juRice of the peace in Nottinghamſhire, who lives 
at Arnold, near the place where the robbery was committed, had intereſted himſelf greatly 
in the affair, and ſent out perſons toapprehend the footpads, I ſent the letter io him; and 
yeſterday I received an account from Cheſterfield, that the mayor bad detained in the houſe 
of correction there, two perſons who ſeemed to anſwer the deſcription contained in the ad- 
vertiſement, my ſerjeant is therefore gone over with this letter to Mr. Sherbrouke, and as he 
is not yet returned, I ſuppoſe is gone forward to Cheſterfield, and as ſoon as he returns with 
the letter, I will take an opportunity of tranſmitting it to you, that if poſſible you may dif- 
cover the hand. Incloſed 1 fend you an advertiſement of another robbery, which was com- 


titted in this town upon Mr, Gilſon, in April laſt. I am, Sir, 


Your obedient humble ſervant, . 
John Hewitt, Eſq ; Coventry. W. COOPER, Mayor. 
P. S. If my ſerjeant comes in time for Mr, Weſt to take the letter, I mentioned, 1.will fend 
it by him. | | | | 
HIGHWAY ROBBERIES. | 
| Coventry, May g1, 1766. 
Whereas divers robberies have been of late committed within this city and county of the 


ſame, by three footpads ; and whereas William Wayner, and James Bromwich, both dif- 
charged at the laſt aſſizes held for the ſaid city and county, itand charged on oath, and 


ſtrong ſuſpicion, as being two of the perſons who committed the ſaid ſeveral robberies, in 


company with a third perſon, unknown. Any perſon for apprehending of all, or either of 
the ſaid footpads, a handſome reward will be given to, over and above forty pounds for 
each, allowed by act of parliament for apprehending footpads or highwaymen, to be paid on 
the conviction of the offender or offenders. „ 

William Wayger is by trade a frame-work knitter, about twenty-four years of age, about 
five feet {ix inches high, with light coloured hair, if not cut off; floops in the ſhoulders, 
was dreſſed when laſt ſeen, in a light fuſtian coat, ſcarlet waiſtcoat, maibled boſe, and new 
leather breeches. | 

James Bromwich is about five feet eight inches high, dark coloured hair: had on, when 
laſt ſeen, a black neckcloth about his neck, a claret coloured cloth coat, white lapelled waiſt- 
coat, white ſilk ſtockings, and a new hat. 

N. B. Wayner likewiſe wore a black neckcloth. 
„ They are ſoppoſed to change dteſſes alteruately with each other. 


SIR, 
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Ws 1 R, | 5 Bow Sireet, June 4, 1766. 
am directed by Sir John Fielding to preſent his reſpectſul compliments to you, and ac- 
quaint you that in conſequence of your laſt ſavour, an enquiry was made in Carey Street, 


without ſucceſs; however, Sir John congratulates you of that you have ſince had. On the 


other ſide you receive the copies you defire, and as ſoon as you find any thing more neceſſary, 
you will, as uſual, freely command Sir John Fielding's aſſiſtance for the public good. lam 
for the juſlice, Sir, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
LS W. MARS DEN. 
P. S. Sir John and his Lady's beſt compliments attend you. 
Pleaſe to ſend the names of the perſons apprehended. 


No. 2811. Two ſootpads, pinchbeck) | May 1, 1766. 
Watch, in black ſhagreen caſe. William Brown, Gent. at Poole in Monig omeryſhire. 


Maketh oath, that about one o'clock this morning, about five miles on this fide Coventry, 


being an outſide paſſenger of the Cheſter coach to London, the ſaid coach was ſtopt by two 
ſootpads, who robbed him of a pinchbeck watch, in a black ſhagreen caſe, enamelled dial 
plate, name No. , one French horn, ſeal red ſtone, im preſſſon a man's head; 
that one of the robbers appeared to be about 5 feet 5 inches high, in dark or black clothes, 


and had a rough voice. W. BR O VN. 
Sworn, J. SPINNAGE. | | 4 

No. 2812, Two footpads, gold watch, name May 1. 1766. 

I. or T. Harris. No. ſuppoſed to be 2224. { Alexander Arm/lrong, of Dublin, Merchant, in 


Town, at Mr. Wheelers, Merchant, in Love Lane, Alder manbury. | 


Maketh oath, that he was an inſide paſſenger with the above Mr. Brown, in the ſaid coach, 


and was alſo robbed of a gold watch, middle ſized, enamelled dial plate, the hours, &c. 
marked ſtrong, thin caſe, name, &c. as per margin; the robber who attacked this deponent, 


appeared to be a thin, ſhort, ſmart young man, his own hair ſhort and curled. . 
Sworn before J. Syr1NNAGE. „ALEX ARMSTRONG. 


N. B. The name of the coachman who drove the above gentlemen, is William Crofts, 
inns at the Golden Croſs, in Charing Croſs. 


City of ( The Examination of William Pare, of the ſaid City, Reed Maker, taken before me, one of ' 


Coventry. J his Majefly's Tuſlices of the Peace for the ſaid City and Counq o/ the ſame, the 1/i Day of 


June. 1766; who ſays as follows. 
That William Wayner, after he had been diſcharged at the laſt Lent aſſize, came to Co- 


ventry to this informant, complained of want of money, and aſked this informant to go with 
him on the highway; and dehred this informant to gowith him to Birmingham, to procure - 


ſome piſtols; accordingly this informant went to a ſhop in the ſaid town, and bought a pair 


for fourteen ſhillings, and this examinant and the ſaid Wayner returned the next night to 


Coventry; ſoon after they ſet out on the Monday night following, and ſtopt a ſtage coach, 


and took from a gentleman one watch, and from an outſide paſſenger, one metal watch, which 


this examinant took to Henley ſome time Jaſt week, and- ſold it to a perſon there, at a cock 
match, but to whom this examinant was a ſtranger to; the watch that was took from the 


ſaid ceach, Thomas Peſtel had in his cuſtody yeſterday: about a week + after they ſtopt ano- 


ther coach in Wilnalball Lane, near this city, when this examinant ſtopt the poſtilion, took 
the watch that was fold at Henley in Arden, at a cock fighting: another night this exami- 
nant, and William Wayner, with James Bromwich, ſtopt Mr. Dulliſon's machine, and took 


irom the paſſengers about thirty ſhillings, and gave the coachman three ſhillings : the ſame 


night in Wilnalkall Lane, this examinant, and the {aid Bromwich and Wayner, took from 


the. 
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the ſame about thirty ſhillings : and on Saturday laſt, this examinant went to the ind un 
at Alleſley, to meet Wayner and Bromwich, along with Thomas Peſtell, when the ſaid 
Peſtell bought of Bromwieh the watch that was taken from the outſide paſſenger on Knight- 
low hill, when the ſaid Peſtell propoſed to this informant, Wayner, and Bromwich, to go 
to Bridgnorth fair, when he, Peſtell would find out the dealers who ſhouid receive the moſt 
caſh, and inform them of 1it, that they might rob them. 


Mr. Jon Hewitt, 8 I R. London, June 4. 1766. 
This day I received your letter, adviſing that the perſons who robbed Mr. Alex. Armſtrong, 
of Dublin, were apprehended and committed to vour goal, and that you had his watch in 
your cuſtody, Mr. Armſtrong went from hence eatly this morning, for Ipſwich, Varmouth, 
and Norwich; I expect him back here ſome day next week, when [I ſhall ſhew him your tet- 
ter. Should you have occaſion to write, direct for him at my houſe. I am, Sir, 
| Your humble ſervant, 


Foln Heunll, Eſq; Coventry. | |  FUBN"WHEELER 


Upon receipt of this letter I poſted to London, having committed 
Wayner, Browmich, Pare, and Peſtell, in order to ſecure the evidence 
of Brown and Armſtrong; aſter waiting the utmoſt moment I could at 
that time be abſent, I was obliged to return poſt to Coventry, without 
ſeeing Mr. Armſtrong, with the ſatisfaction only of Mr. Wheeler's pro- 
miles that Armſtrong aſſuredly would call upon me, on his way to Ire— 
land, but found ſoon after he had gone another way home. 


Worſhipſul S I R. Coventry, June 4. 1766. 
Should be glad to know what bail you require; the bail J have in view, are Jonathan Holt, 
and Edward Jones, malſter, in Eilingworth. Sir, you complying with the above, will for 
ever oblige your worſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


To John Hewitt, Eſq; Alderman, Coventry. THOMAS PESTEL L. 


Finding myſelf in this ſituation, after I had been at great pains and 
expence, I wrote to Lord Halifax, his majeſty's ſecretary of ſtate, the 
following letter. 


8 IX. 5 Coventry, Fune 14, 176g. 

Having the laſt week apprehended and committed to the goal of this city, a gang of del- 
perate footpads, who have, during the laſt month, committed many robberies in the coun- 
ties of Warwick, Leiceſter, and Nottingham, (part of whom were diſcharged the laſt aſſize, 
to the then great terror and apprehenſious of the country, for want of evidence.) The occa- 
ſion of giving you this trouble, is the danger there is of theſe notorious offenders eſcaping jul- 
tice again, if immediate care is not taken of the proſecution ; which will certainly be the caſe, 
if I am not ſupported in the expence that is neceſſary to bring the evidence wanted, who were 
paſſengers in the ſeveral ſtage coaches from Cheſter, Mancheſter, &c. and one very material 
witneſs muſt be brought from Durham; theſe people ſhould be immediately applied to, that 
they may be ready againſt the next aſſize. Am, Sir, with moſt humble ſubmiſſion, 

Your very humble and moſt obedient ſervant, 
To his Majeſty's principal Secretary of State, Whitehall, London, J. HEWET EF. 
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1 
N Ne. 8, Clement's Inn. June 19, 1767. 

Mr. Francis's compliments to Mr. Alderman Hewitt, acquaints him that he has got his 
papers * from Mr. Nuthall, but hath never received any order from the treaſury for the pay- 
ment of his bill, and therefore would adviſe Mr. Hewitt to remind Mr. Cooper of it, that an 
order may be made out, and the moment Mr. F. receives it, he ſhall be ready to pay the 
money in any manner Mr, Hewitt ſhall pleaſe to direct. | | 

To Mr. Alderman Hewnlt. | 
8 | St. James s, Fune 26, 1766. 

By your letter to General Conway, I expected the pleaſure of ſeeing you, and finding you 
had wrote, which was very proper, to the treaſury ; 1 have, by General Conways directions. 
wrote this morning to their lordſhips, deſiting they would ſend you directions how to act, 
as in ſact it belongs to that board, and not to the ſecretary of ſlate. I am, "4.2. 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
To John Hewitt, Eſq; | W. BURKE. 
N. B. See my letter to the ſecretary of ſlate, page 300. 
S I R, Nottmgham, June 25, 1766. 

When Wayner was in Nottingham, he pawned a gold watch to Mr. J. Wilſon, barber, 
in this town, for 10s. 6d. on the 22nd of May laſt, and redeemed it on Sunday, the 25th, 
No. 2224, the maker's name, T. Harris, London, the caſes weight together, one ounce and 
a quarter, with the ſteel ſpring : Wayner ſeemed much furprized that the watch was gold. 
Perbaps this is the ſame watch you ſay belonged to a gentleman that was robbed in the ma- 
chine. I am, | Your very humble ſervant, 5 

9 Flewitt, Eſq; Coventry. | W. COOPER, Mayor. 
r. Hewitt, | | Axxnold, Fuly 2, 1766. 

1 juſt now received yours of the 28th of June, as to John Harle, the perſon robbed in 
our pariſh, near Red Bill, he returned to Nottingham, and borrowed 10l. of a publican, 
where he lay the night before, and ſet out home direaly, was ſo much frighted, that he 
gave ſo bad a diſcription of the men, I fear he cannot be evidence againſt them: a woman 
who ſaw the foot-pads ſtop John Harle, on examination ſays, ſhe faw them take hold of the 
bridle, and heard him expreſs great ſurprize after they went off; John Hatle declared they 
had robbed him; I never ſaw him, or took any other examination upon the ſaid robbery. 
Have wrote this poſt to John Harle, but ſear it will be too late for his appearance. 

I heard you had good evidence of foie of the perſons robbed by them in the machine, 
upon which they would be tried at Coventry, or would bave wrote ſooner to the perſon rob- 
bed on Sherwood foreſt; as ſoon as I have an anſwer, will forward it to you: did all in my 
power to have them apprehended, and will do the ſame to have them convicted: I furniſhed 
the town's people with arms, and told them if they took them, I would give them five gui- 


neas out of my own pocket. I am, Sir, Your obedicnt humble ſervant, | 
Jolm Hewitt, Eſg; Coventry. W. COAPE SHERBROOKE. 
SIN. Durham, July 8, 1766. 


I have the favour of yours, and immediately after the receipt thereof, applied io Mr. Trot- 
ter, the ſpiritual regiſter here, who proiniſed me here, he would forth-with ſend for Hall, 
who lives about 12 miles from Durham; and ſaid, if he was able to travel, he would be 
with you at Nottingham, at the time appointed, and may be found at one Mr, Pepper's, who 
keeps the Red Lion inn, near the bridge in Nottingham. Shall at all times be ready to ex- 
ecute your commands, and am, Sir, Your moſt obedient ſervant. 

To fohn Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. © W. HOPPER: 


®* Relating to monies I had been then out of pocket part of it ten years, and on the Coventry 


gang account, 4 A | SIR 
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TER, 475 x Arnold, Jul) 9, 1766. 

I juſt now received a letter from Mr. Trotter, of Durham, with an account of his late fer- 
vant J. Hall, (not Harle) was 70 years of age, had fits, and was dubious of undertaking fo 
long a journey: acknowledges the receipt of your letter to Mr. Hopper; thinks you acted 
properly in ſending the mellenger for him. You was pleaſed to ſay you had retained Mr. 
Serjeant Hewitt, againſt the priſoners, but an opening council would be wanted; did not at 
that time think of a relation of mine, who hath lately taken the gown, a Mr. Hood of Bar- 
don Park, Leiceſterſhire, who would be glad of every opportunity to ſhew himſelf, and beg 


the favour of you to employ him on the occaſion, which will oblige, Sir. 
| Your very humble ſetvant, 


To John Hewitt, Eſq ; Coventry. W. COAPE SHERBROOKE 


S I R, | 4 | Durlam, July 11, 1766. 

I had the favour of yours, and alſo one from Mr. Inge of London, which only came to 
hand yeſterday, about 12 o'clock, covering two ſubpœua's to be ſerved on John Hall; I im- 
mediately diſpatched my clerk with them to Biſhop Aukland, who ſerved them laſt night. 
a gentleman who accompanies Hall up, brought another leiter from you laſt night, and as 
the fly ſets out from here, very early in the morning we-ſent away a poſtchaile, and bad Hall 
here at 2 o'clock this morning, 1 ſent by my clerk five guineas to give Hall for his expences, 
but he would only take two, fend you my bill, and am in haſte, your molt humble ſervant. 

To J. Hewitt, Nottingham. | W. HOPPER. 


Notwithſtanding the large expences I was out of pocket, I leſt nothin 
needful undone for the - proſecuting: effectually theſe offenders, as the 
foregoing letters are evincing prools of, and did not wait for the anſwer 
to my letter June 14, which came to my hand July 18, and was as fol- 


loweth. | 
| IN. | | oe. | Treaſury Chamber, Fuly 16, 1766, 

I received yours yeſterday, incloſing the caſe of a convict under ſentence of death for te- 
turning from tranſportation, which I have forwarded to General Conway, as ſuch matters are 
within his department: I have mentioned to the board your delire to have your relation Mr, 
Joſeph Hewitt attend Mr. Serjeant Hewitt, as ſolicitor in the proſecution of a gang of villains 
now in cultody, and I have obtained orders from the lords to give Mr. Nuthall directions 
accordingly. Iam, Sir, with great reſpect, Your moſt obedient humble lervanr, 

To John Hewut, Eſq; Coventry. GKKEY CUODPER 


Coventry) Thomas Weſt on oath ſaith, that he is the driver of the machine belonging to 
to wit, ae Dulliſon, of this city; that in the month of May laſt, near the latter 

end of the ſame month, the ſaid machine was ſtopt by three foot-pads, in Wilnalhall Lane, 

in the county of Warwick, and robbed of ſeveral ſums of money, and farther ſaith not. 

| | | THOMAS WEST. 

17 The Information of William Davis, taken on Oath before me, one of his Majeſty's Fuſ- 
to wit. Slices of the Peace, who ſays as follows ; | | 

That on the ſecond of June laſt, being then in company with William Pare, the ſaid Pare 

confeſſed to this informant that he was in company with James Bromwich, and William 

Wayner, when they ſtopt and robbed the paſſengers in the ſtage coach, belonging to Mr. 

Thomas Dulliſon of this city, on the road near this city; that he the ſaid Pare, ſaid he ſtop: 


the poſtillion, whilſt the ſaid Bromwich and Wayner took [rom the paſſengers' about twenty 
| ſhillings 


— — 
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ſhillings each, and which they aſterwards divided in the park. and he, the ſaid Pare, received 
a part of the laid moner, ſo ſtolen and taken away, aud father ſaith not. 


Sworn Ful) 27, 1766, be ore J. HewtiTT, | | VV. DAVIS. 


Wayner and Bromwich were executed at Nottingham, agreeable to 
account already given; the circumſtance from which the following ill 
treatment was founded upon, was from the under ſheriff, by whom the 
money was to be paid to the ſeveral perſons i it was allotted to by Lord 
Camden's direction, deſiring me to receive it, and by giving him my re- 
ceipt for the whole, and to take the trouble off him, of taking a number 
of ſeperate receipts, and at the ſame time to pay him, and Mr. Waters, 
their fees in the groſs ſums, without deducting them out of every man's 
allotment, which from my readineſs to ſerve them, brought upon me 
the ingratitude I aſter experienced. 

The following are the particulars of the ill treatment J have 4 
and which was firſt informed me of by the late Councellor Green; Ser- 
jeant Hewitt was preſent, who knew the whole to be a falſhood, his 
behaviour was ſhameful in being ſilent on a matter he had been privy 
to in every particular, which raiſed Mr. Green's indignation, and he 
loſt no time to give me the particulars; a noble lord who heard it, de- 
clared his diſpleaſure, and offered to attend me on the buſineſs: I ſent 
off an expreſs directly upon it, the evaſive anſwer was a confirmation of 
his guilt, and which I have given as followeth, with the other letters 
ſent and received on that buſineſs, to which my readers are referred. I 
the next winter accidentally found the man at Lord Lifford's chambers 
in Serjeant's Inn, and would have taken the opportunity to have had 
latisfaction, but his lordſhip prevented me. 


KN. | Cu venlry. 4480 8. 1766. 

It being ſaid chat a report that has been ſpread in this country, came iu a leuer from Not- 
tingham, viz. that you paid into my hands 231. being part of che Sol. paid by the high ſheriff 
of the county of Nottingham, as the conviction money due from the treaſury, for the con- 
viding of Way ner and Bromwich; this was faid at a public table, among ſeveral gentlemen 
of the law, or otherwiſe I ſhould have taken no notice of any common report; it was further 
added, that this account ſent from Nottingham had been inſinuated to a jury who tried two 
other notorious offenders, and upon which report, againſt poſſuive evidence, they acquitted 
the criminals, becauſe they ſaid J had received 4ol. at Nottingham, and was come there to te- 
ceive 4ol. more: As I cannot ſuppoſe or believe ſuch report could come from you, as a gentleman 
to whom Jam an intire ſtranger, or of whom I never received one ſhilling upon any account 
nor of any one perſon of any convidiou money whatſoever, ſot my own ule; I therefore, in jul- 
tice to you, as well as myſelf, have {ent theſe particulars, at the ſame time | have incloſed you 


the account | have been obliged to publiſh in my own vindication, and ſubmit it to you whe- 
ther 
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ther I deſerve this treatment for the ſervices I have done my country, and more particular] 


the county of Nottingham upon this occaſion. I am, ; 
To Abel Smith, Eſq; Nottingham, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


£0Q HE ÞPV-B LIC. 


IT having been reported, That I had received (and put into my own pocket) 231. from the 
high ſheriff of the county of Nottingham, for the conviction of Wayner and Bromwich; in 
juſtice to my own character, I have printed the account of the diſtribution of that money, 
which 1s as follows : | 

To John Hall, the proſecutor, gl. 6s. 3d.— To William Hill, gl. 68. gd. to J. Franklin, 
gl. 6s. gd. to Thomas Jelliff, ql. 138. 1 2d. (theſe were the perſons who apprehended Way- 

ner and Bromwich, and material evidences. —To Mr. Grant, 41. 13s. 1 5d. —To Samuel 
Simpſon, Mary Lee, and Joſeph Mayfield, of Arnold, in the county of Nottingham, 131. 19s. 
4 :d.,——To the clerk of the aſſize, for making out the order upon the high ſheriff, gl. 38.— 
Jo bis clerk, 3s.—To the under ſherift for prompt payment, 2l. 2s. Total paid 361. 14s. 
4 id. Remained in hand to diſcharge expences, 23. 5s. 7 2d. 

The fees were deducted out of each man's ſhare, and the diſtribution made in the preſence 
of the under ſheriff. | ; | 3 | 
To the charges paid out of the twenty-three pounds, five ſhillings, and ſeven-pence hal- 

penny, as follows. 

To caſh paid alderman Huthwaite, of Nottingham, towards the expences of Mr. Gunthorp 
going poſt to Durham, to bring up John Hall, the proſecutor; and for the trouble of the 
{aid Gunthorp, zl. 3s.—To farther payment to alderman Huthwaite, on that account, il. gs. 
—Paid to William Hill, John Franklin, and Thomas Jelliff, for their horſe hire and ex- 
pences to and from Nottingham, out five days, 6l. 75s.--To Mr. Grant's expences to and 
from Nottingham, 5l--Remains in hand to pay the attorney at Durham, for his trouble and 
farther charges in finding out John Hall, and bringing him to Durham, (Hall having left 
that town) which will be at leaſt five guineas, and which I promiſed payment of, upon re- 
ceipt of his bill, 5l, 4s. 7 3d. Total 231. 5s. 7 2d. 

N. B. If any balance remains, it is intended for T. Jelliff, who had, tho' one of the appre- 

+ henders, the leaſt allowance. 

Upon all convidions, where I have been concerned in the proſecution, and any reward by 
act of parliament hath been due, I have always been applied to, by the clerk of aſſize, to 
give in writing the ſums I thought each perſon was intitled to, for their ſervices ; and as 
uſual was applied to no. — The lir{t ſettling by the clerk of the aſſize with me, was for 
the proſecutor, apprehenders, aud evidences to have the whole Sol. divided amongſt them, 
and each man pay his own expences: but on its being preſented to Lord Camden, he objected 
to it, and inſiſted that the expences, as above, ſhould be hiſt made out, and a ſum allotted: for 
| that purpole out of the Sol. 

It was with great reluctance 1 undertook to diſcharge any of the expence out of this money, 
and it was at Lord Camden's reque{t 1 took the trouble upon me; at the ſame time I expreſt 
my diſlike to“ Mr. Setjeaut Hewitt, of having any of the monies paid into my hands, and 
whoſe advice I aſked upon the occaſion. So far from ever receiving ſx-pence out of any 
money paid upon convictions, I ſhall, and have always conſidered it as an affront if offered, 
and inconliſtent with the character of a magiſtrate to accept.) 


* Seijcant Hewitt was preſent at Warwick, when the converſation took place. 9 The late 
Councellor Green was the perſon who informed me of this matter; it was at Mr, Waters' ce- 
deſire 1 took the trouble upon me to ſave him, and have every man's receipt now by me, for 
the ſeperate payments, aud Mr. Waters had my receipt for ihe hole, in lieu of that trouble. 


Deſpiſing 


{ 4 I 


Deſpiling villainous aſperſions, or the threats of wicked and deſigzing men, und the dif- 
couragement by ſuch treatment, I hope to preſerve the/confidence of a right hon. board, un- 
der whoſe countenance and ſupport I ſhall be always ready to ferve my fellow-ſubje&s, in 
ſpite of malicious and unjuſt prejudices. If any perſon, or perſons, have from theſe princi- 
plez ſuffered themſelves to act expreſsly contrary to the ſolemn oath that was given them, I leave 
them to the impartial cenſure of an injured country, wiſhing they may meet with more mercy 
from a ſupreme judge, than they have ſhewn a regard to he lives and properties of their fe}-- 
low-ſubjets, and the moſt ſacred obligations in diſcharge of their conſcieaces. IJ 

Coventry, Fuly 29, 1766, _ __JOHN HEWITT. 

N. B. Some few aflizes:fince, one of which I attended, being in the gallery of the court 
where criminals were trying, ſeveral gentlemen were expreſſing their fentiments and ſurprize 
at the acquittal of ſeveral felons, agaiuſt full and clear evidence: hearing this diſcourſe, I 
turned wy eyes on the jury by whom they were tried, and, to my great ſurprize, the ſore- 
man was a perſon who had, ſome few years before, been chatged before me with capital 
crimes.— ! do not remember that any of the ſaid jury knew the circumſtance, or. that any of 
them afterwards declared, that they were impoled upon by this falſe infinuation, viz. That 
the magiſtrate who appeared to give evidence in court, proſecuted. them for the fake of put- 
ting 4ol. into his pocket. | 5 

S IR. Nollingham, Auguſt 19, 1766. 

Mr. Huiſh being upon a journey when your letter arrived expreſs, J opened it, and went 
directly to Mr. Smith's, but he was gone out of town; I ſent the letter after him, by one of 
his clerks, requiring an anſwer, as you deſired ; but his reply was, it did not require any. 
Not ſatisfied with this, I detained your meſſenger until I could fee Mr. Smith in perſon : he 
is this moment arrived, and has told me he had wrote to you upon the ſubje& by the poſt, z 

few days ago, and did not chuſe to give any further anſwer. This is all, Sir, I have been 

able to do in this affair: I am for Mr. Mark Huiſh, Sir, | cap 
: | Your moſt humble ſervant, . 
Mr. Alderman Hewitt, Ceventry. | HENRY GREEN. 


81. | | Coventry, Auguſi 18, 1766. 
Not having received any anſwer from you to mine of the $th inſtant, in which I incloſed you 
the printed account, and which accountl was obliged to publiſh in vindication of my on cha- 
racter as a magiſtrate, from an infamous and ſcandalous attempt to defame me, by the falſe 
iofinuation that I had received of you 231. for my own uſe and gratification, being part of 
the Sol. paid by the high ſheriff of the county of Nottingham forthe conviction of Wayner and 
Bromwich, at the laſt aſſize, and the only motive of my attending there, was for the receiv- 
ing part of the ſaid reward; as this report was ſaid in company of gentlemen of the law, and 
at a public table, and with this addition, that the ſaid report was ſent over by you to the 
town of Warwick: the injury the country has received, as well as the attempt made to in- 
jure me in my character, I doubt not will juſtify me in the eyes of all honeſt and upright 
men; in applying io you for an anſwer to theſe particulars, with reſpect io your being the 
author, I ſhall ſuſpend my belief of, till I hear from you, which I hope you will not fail of 
delivering to the bearer of theſe contents, as you way depend upon this, I will not give up 
this enquiry, till J have received the fatisfa&tion 1 have a right to expect, and which 1 have 
aſſurance of being ſupported in, by gentlemen of the firft rank. I am, | 
| Your much myured, very humble ſervant. 
8 IR. | Netungham, Aug 16, 1766. 


Being a perſect ſtranger to you, I was rather ſurprized to hear from you, on a ſubject 1 2 
4 B but 


1 


about it. Iam, Sir, 


„„ 
but little acquainted with ; I did hear you received twenty-five pounds from the ſheriff of 


this county, being part of the cighty pounds I paid him on the conviction of Bromwich 
and Wayner, and I believe it to be true. As to the letter you mention, I know nothing at all 


Your humble ſervant. 


Fon Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry, ABEL SMITH, 
I muſt ſabmit my conduct on this ſervice, to the public at large, and 
ſhall only add the account of my charges I ſent to the lords of the trea- 
ſury, for my trouble and expences on this important buſineſs, and which 


was not paid me of ſome conſiderable time after. En 
But during the time I was engaged in the neceſſary preparations for 


the trials of the culprits at Nottingham and Warwick, I received {everal.. 


threatning letters, to murder and ſhoot me, if I perſiſted in the perluit, 
but which I treated, agreeable to the lentiments of my worthy brother 
magiſtrate, the late Sir John Fielding, with contempt, as coming from 
a deſpicable ſet of wretches; and ſhall only give an abſtract of one. 


Worſhipful SIR, | 55 
As I was coming over Moorfields on Tueſday night laſt, about eight 
o'clock, I heard two men in converſation together, and hearing your 
name mentioned, I liſtened to their diſcourſe, when one ſaid to the 
other, Thompſon, have you heard nothing from Sim, or. Yorkſhire, from 


Leiceſter, or Coventry? No, ſays he, damn me, they have not met with 


Hewitt yet, on any of his rides; no, curſe him, or I ſhould have known 
it. As I was certain it was you they meant, I thought it my duty to ac- 
quaint you therewith, to put you on your guard. I am, | 
Your dutiful humble ſervant, | 
EDWARD SHEPHERD. 


The other letter I received was from Nottingham, and appeared after- 
wards. to be wrote by a petty-fogging attorney, who was in goal with the 
villains; the purport of which was, if I perſiſted in my proceedings, 


he would take care I ſhould not ſtir out of my houle without having my 


brains blown. out: Theſe I deſpiſed, but the falſe inſinuations I have be- 
fore mentioned, were too. inviduous and infamous to be overlooked, 
and paſſed over in ſilence; the original letters, receipts, &C. are now in 
my poſſeſſion. | | | | 
Pare and Peſtell were tried at Warwick, and acquit, againſt poſitive 
evidence; the gentleman of Welchpool appeared, {wore to his watch, 
and the perſon of Pare as one of the robbers; which was agreeable to 
the 
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the voluntary confeſſion of Pare himſelf, and which was bought and re- 
cei ved by Peſtell. | 


Here followeth the account ſent to the tests which may 8 to 
convince the public my views were not mercenary, but excited from 


my zeal to ſerve the country at large. 


To monies laid down and expended by Alderman ERA of Coventry, 
in proſecuting a gang of highwaymen and robbers at the laſt Nottingham 
and Warwick aſſizes, perſuant to an order of the right honourable the 
lords of the treaſury, a copy of which order is herewith incloſed. 

1766, July 7, To expences going to Nottingham, myſelf and atten- 
Jant, out four days, to examine and ſecure evidences, gl. 3s. To 
polling there and back again, being fifty two miles diſtant, 41. 28. 6d. 
July 12, To expences going to attend the trial at the aſſizes, out ſix days, 
31. 135._—Hotrle hire, and all charges, 2l. 128. To expences going 
to Warwick, and to attend the allizes, to give evidence there, gl. gs.-—— 
Total expences, 161. 13s. 6d. 


8-4 B, 
Incloſed I ſend you a bill of the expences I was at, in the proſecuting 


of James Bromwich and William Wayner, who were tried, convicted, 
and executed at the laſt Nottingham aſhzes, likewiſe a part of the ex- 
pences of proſecuting others of the ſame gang at the laſt aſſizes at War- 
wick, perſuant to the order of the right honourable the lords of the trea- 
ſury, tranſmitted to me by you. The ſhortneſs of time in collecting the 
evidences, and giving notice to the proſecutors, who lived at a conſide- 
rable diſtance in Northumberland and Wales, obliged me, for the ſavin 

of time, to polt to and from Nottingham, having only eight days from 
the day of receiving your. order, to make the necellary preparations 
for the aſſizes: I beg the favour of you to lay the fame before their 1 


ſhips, and am, Vour moſt obedient humble ſervant, . 
To Sir Grey Cocper. | J. HE W tT T. 
8 IX. Treaſury Chamber, Fuly 1, 1766. 


Your letter dated the 24th of June laſt, concerning the proſecution of a gang of robbers, 
committed to goal at Coventry, having pern laid before the lords commiſſioners of his ma- 
jeſty's treaſury, together with two others relating to the ſame matter, wrote by you to general 
Conway, and tranſmitted to this office by his [ecretary ; ; I am ordered by. their lordſhips to 
inform you, that in conſideration of the ſpecial circumſtances of this caſe, they will order you 
to be repaid the neceſſary expences incurred by this proſecution. I am, Sir, 

Your moſt humble ſervant, 
N Hewitt, E,; Coventry. GREY COOPER 
N. B. This letter was omitted in page 301. 
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Sometime ago I ſent you an account of the expences I was at, in proſecuting a gang cf 
highwaymen, at the aſſizes at Nottingham and Warwick, in July and Avguſt laſt; two of 
whom were convicted and executed: I likewiſe incloſed a copy of the order 1 received from 
you for that purpoſe. I have here ſent you the copy of the order for my employing Mr. 
Joſeph Hewitt, as ſolicitor, and whoſe account is likewiſe in the hands of Mr. Francis, who 
waits the orders of the lords of the treaſury for to pay the ſame; your obtaining which will 


greatly oblige ; | Your moſt humble fervant, 
: To Sir Grey Cooper. © "6h JOHN HEWTT DL 
$I R, The King againfi Wayner and Bromwich. 8 8 0 


Incloſed you have my bill of expences in this matter, which if convenient you may pay to 
my agent Mr. Rogers Jertin, in the exchequer office, Lincolns Inn; or remit the ſame to me 
by any tradeſman that may come from Coventry to Durham, there being ſeveral that come 
once or twice a year. 

Mary Low was ſentenced to be hanged, but reprieved: and I am informed that Fall is to 
be tranſported, fome ſay for his life, and ſome for 14 years, but am inclined to think the 
latter to be true. I am, with the greateſt eſteem, 

| | Your very humble ſervant in baſte, 
John Hewitt, Eſq: Coventry. | | W. HOPPER. 

P. S. Juſt as I was cloſing my letter, I met with our goaler, who tells me that Fall is to 
tranſported for 14 years. | 5 | 
N. B. This was the laſt account I bad of Fall. 


The only defence Pare made, was, that he made his confeſſion to me, 
in conſequence of a promile made by the then mayor of Coventry, to 
his wife, and with which I was a total ſtranger to, but from that circum- 
| Nance; and the mayor not being preſent at the-trial, I was put under 
difficulties I could not reply to, but which confirmed me in the recti- 
tude of my former reſolution, not to permit a weak brother to attend me 
any more on my procecdings as a magiſtrate. | 
Ihis account of Wayner and his gang, ſhould have preceeded that of 
Howe and Farn, for the murder of Charles Pinchbeck, but were millaid 
with Slack's, until that matter was ſent tothe preſs, and in part printed 
off; and there being ſome other matters relating to the preceeding gangs, 
they will be found inthe appendix or ſupplement annexed to this volume. 
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The Counteſs of Normandy, alias Lady Wilbrihammon, alias 
Mollineux, alias Irving, Baroneſs -Wilmington, the greateſt 
Impoſtreſs of the preſent Age. 


— % % 


The two following LETTERS introduced me to the knowledge of our Adventureſs, and 
do honour to the noble Perſonages they come from; are expreſſive of humanity, at the ſame 
time have regard to the injury ſociety ſuffers by all Impeſtors, and prevents that attention 
real Merit deſerveth. | 


S I R, 


FY 


\'s 


OUR known diligence and activity as a Magiſtrate, makes me hope you will 


readily undertake to unravel a very improbable ſtory, told by a young woman, 

who lodges at the Roſe and Crown in Coventry, and who has been in a poſt-chaiſe to 
Lady Leigh's, Lord Craven, &c. and to-day came here. If ſhe is an Impoſtor, it will 
be an act of juſtice to the public to detect her; if (as ſhe appears to be) ſhe is diſ- 
ordered in her ſenſes, it will be an act of charity to get friends to take care of her. 
Should you think proper to put her into ſafe hands till you can hear from thoſe who 
ſhe ſays) know her, I will defray whatever expences you ſhall think reaſonable for her 
board, &c. The incloſed is the copy of a letter ſhe ſhewed here, which has a poſt- 


mark upon it, and therefore ſeems genuine. 
I am, Sir, 


| Your humble Servant, 
Newnham, June 16, 1766. M. D. 


P. S. I hope you will take care that ſhe is well uſed, till it is proved that ſhe does 
not deſerve it. | | | 


To Mr. Alderman Hewitt, Coventry. 


Newnham, 16th June, 1766. 


ORD Denbigh's compliments to Mr. Alderman Hewitt; wiſhes he would give 
L himſelf the trouble to ſtep to the Roſe and Crown, and examine a young woman, 
who calls herſelf Miſs Wilberham, and a woman of faſhion and fortune. My Lord 
thinks her either mad or an Impoſtor ; if the former, ſhe ought to be taken care of, 
and notice ſent to her friends where ſhe is; if the latter, ſhe deſerves to be puniſhed, 
Lord Denbigh thinks no one ſo proper to find out this myſtery as Mr. Alderman Hewitt, 
who, if he thinks her a proper object, will give her the incloſed Guinea; but if not, 
defires he will give it to Dr. Harrold, who will return it to his Lordſhip. Lord 
Denbigh would be glad of an anſwer to this, when convenient, 


The late Counteſs of Denbigh, 
4 C Upon 
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310 An ACCOUNT of an IMPOSTRESS. 
Upon receipt of the foregoing letters I immediately repaired to the 
Roſe and Crown. Inn, and ſtaid in waiting, agreeable to the requeſt of the 


Lord and Lady, until the return of the Lady Viſcounteſs, who, upon alight- 


ing from her chaiſe, immediately retired to her bed- chamber; upon being 


informed thereof by the landlord, I deſired my compliments, that I was 


below, and had. a meſſage to deliver her from a Lady. Upon her coming 
into the parlour, I deſired her to be ſeated, and then informed her I had a 
preſent to: make her; but in the firſt place expected that ſhe would permit 

me to aſk her a few queſtions, which I muſt requeſt direct anſwers to, with 
reſpe& to her parents and the place of her birth; to which ſhe replied, that 
her name was Wilbrihammon, and her father lived at Corby-Caſtle, near 
Carliſle, in the county of Cumberland; that her father was a Roman Catho- 


lic, and her mother, who was lately dead, was a Proteſtant ; the occafion of 


hes leaving her father, after the death of her mother, he attempted to compel 
her to change her religion and become a Catholic, to avoid which ſhe had 
made her eſcape from the houſe of her father, about ſix weeks before that 
period, and had been on a viſit to Mr. Strickland's, at Sizer-Hall, Lord Mol- 
lineux's, and Lord Derby's, and was on her way to the Duke of Leeds on a. 
viſit likewiſe, being very intimate in the family; ſaid, that her father and 
mother viſited and were viſited by all the principal families in Carliſle and 
Cumberland; that ſhe had been lately married to a. Honourable Mr. Irving, 
but did not know where the Gentleman was vt that time. I then requeſted 
her to name the principal families in her father's neighbourhood ſhe had any 
knowledge of; ſhe mentioned a perſon. that lived at Brough-upon-Stainmore z. 


I told. her, that was a very diſtant place from Corby-Caſtle or Carliſle, and 


therefore defired her to name a perſon reſident in the city of Carliſle, or the 
neighbourhood of Corby ;. ſhe then appearing confuſed, I. aſked if ſhe had: 
written evidences of what ſhe pretended: to be, upon which ſhe drew out a: 
pocket-book filled: with- papers; I defired ſhe would permit me to look at any 
one of them. that were not improper to be expoſed.;. ſhe then aſſumed the 
countenance of a- hypocritical Methodiſt, and ſaid, ſhe truſted in her dear 
Lord Jehovah,. and was not afraid what man could do-unto her; and with: a 
reluctant attitude held forth a letter, which. I took; upon the opening. of 
which a looſe paper dropt out, a certificate of marriage * at Franckam or Farn- 


Frenſnam, Dec. 18, 1764. 
Thomas Boxall, Br. and Sarah: Charlorta- Lewiſfearn Willſbrowſon, Spr.. both of the pariſh of 


Frenſham, and in the county of Surry, were married by the publication of banns, in the pariſh church of 


Frenſham, aforeſaid;. on the ſeventeenth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thouſand ſeven: 


hundred and fixty- four, as appeareth: by the regiſter of the ſaid pariſh, of which this is a true copy, by 
RICHARD. BRIDGER, Miniſter. 


ham,, 


ham, in the county of Surry. Having a thorough knowledge of the prin- 
cipal people in the pretended neighbourhood of her father, I aſked her if ſhe 
knew ſeveral principal families I then named, but ſhe appeared totally igno- 
rant of any one; I obſerved that ſhe had produced a contradiction as to her 
being a wife of Mr. Irving; that I well knew that Mr. Warwick, and not 
Wilbrihammon, lived at Corby-Caſtle ; that another letter ſhe produced was 
a further proof of detection, being a letter from the vagrant-carrier's wife of 
Coventry, at whoſe houſe ſhe lodged ; and that in a few words I believed her 
to be an arrant impoſtreſs, and that I ſhould commit her as ſuch. Being in- 
terrupted by the landlord's coming very abruptly into the room and deſiring 
to ſpeak with me without, in compliance with his requeſt I attended him; 
he believing her to be the real perſon of quality ſhe ſtiled herſelf, being 
within hearing when I mentioned my determination to commit her, he came 
in with an amazing look of fear and apprehenſion : I was ſurprized to find 
inſtead of intelligence to be received, it was to be exhorted to take care of 
my proceedings, for ſhe was certainly a woman of great family and fortune ; 
I thanked him, and returned to her examination; another certificate of mar- 


riage dropt from the letter-caſe, of her being married at Whitechapel. Be- 


ing fully ſatisfied that I had no Viſcounteſs, no Lady Wilbrihammon, no 
Miſs Mollineux, nor the Honourable Mrs. Irving, before me, I did not think 
ceremony any longer neceſſary with a common vagrant or baſe impoſtreſs ; I 
ſeized her letter-eaſe, upon which was wrote in gilt letters Richard Frith, 


Eſq. of Crowton-Hall, Cheſhire. I aſked who that Gentleman was? She 


anſwered, her faithful ſteward, and with her hypocritical face, began in the 
ſtile of your pretenders to ſanctity, called upon heaven and all the holy angels 
to protect her. I defired to know if ſhe had any friends ſhe could ſend to 
for a character ; ſhe immediately mentioned the late Lord Strange, George- 
Lewis Scott, Eſq. and as a particular friend, and who ſhe was ſure would 
give her a character, George Jackſon, E1q. of the Navy-Office, and gave me 
a direQion to that Gentleman. I then in a few words informed her, I was 
going for London that night, ſhould make out her mittimus, and leave her 
in cuſtody, not commit her, provided the landlord, who ſeemed to have a 
high opinion of her, would be ſecurity, (until I wrote from town, for her 
being forth-coming,) who was all the while intreating in her behalf. In 
compliance with the noble Lady's requeſt, to ſhew her all that tenderneſs and 


humanity, until I had made a farther inquiry, I left her in cuſtody and care - 


of a conſtable at the inn, upon aſſurances given by the landlord, whom, 


_—_— to the nodle LY s letter, I 8 her expences ſhould be paid. 
Upon 
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312 An ACCOUNT 'of an IMPOSTRESS. 


Upon my arrival in London, 1 immediately wrote to Mr. Jackſon, and 
received the following anſwer: 


SIR, 


Was ſorry I was from home —_ your letter of laſt night came to my houſe. Such 
a young woman as you deſcribe did come to me laſt winter, pretending to be a 
daughter of Lord Mollineux. I ſuſpected her of being a cheat, and ſhe proved to be a 
moſt notorious one. In countenance and perſon ſhe exactly anſwers your account; and 


if it is the ſame perſon, ſhe has a ſpeck upon one eye. I have heard of her ſince her 


coming to me, by another gentleman, to whom ſhe appeared as Miſs Wilbraham. 


I am, Sir, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 
Navy-Office, June 19, 1766. GEORGE JACKSON. 


To John Hewitt, Eſq. Blue Boar and om Holborn. 


Deſirous of having her Hiſtory * Mr. Jackſon, I waited upon him, 
from whom I received the following account : 


« That in the preceding winter, ſome little time before dinner, a hackney 
coachman drove into the court, and to the door of Mr. Jackſon's houſe ; 
the driver alighted, and after he had very furiouſly knocked at the door, a 
ſervant came out, the coachman told him, a Lady in the coach deſired to 
ſpeak to Mr. Jackſon, the ſervant replied his maſter was out ; upon hearing 
of which, her Ladyſhip deſired to know if Mrs. Jackſon was within; being 
anſwered in the negative, ſhe ordered the coachman to tell the ſervant ſhe 
was ill, and beg the favour ſhe might be permitted to alight for a minute 
or two; which being told to Mrs. Jackſon, ſhe was admitted into the 
houſe. Putting on a ſorrowful countenance, with feigned ſighs, &c. af- 
fecting illneſs, and pretending to be in a weak ſtate, deſired permiſſion to ſit 
down; which being permitted to do, ſhe addreſſeth herſelf to Mrs. Jackſon, 
that ſhe was the Honourable Miſs Mollineux, a daughter of Lord Molli- 


neux, and a near relation to Lord Derby; that a captain Jackſon of the 
India Company, who was, as ſhe was informed, a relation of Mr. Jackſon's, 


was a particular friend of her late mama's; that ſhe wanted to ſee the captain, 
ſhe being then in a diſtreſsful ſtate from the ill treatment of her papa, who 
had obliged her to leave him privately upon the account of religion, &c, 


and that if ſhe could but ſee the captain, ſhe knew he would be a great 
friend 


friend to her for her mama's ſake. Mr. Jackſon coming in with company, 
being informed that a Miſs Mollineux, daughter of Lord Mollineux, was in 
the houſe, he immediately went to ſee her, and. heard her melancholy ac- 
count; he deſired to be excuſed for a few minutes, and he would wait upon 
her again, having ſome buſineſs upon hand with his friends he had brought 
with him; and that he would ſend a ſervant to look up the captain, who 
was a friend of his. Upon dinner being ready, he or Mrs. Jackſon deſired 
her by the name of Mollineux to dine with the company ; but her Honour 
replied, that her ſorrows were fo great, that ſo much company would be too 
much for her ſpirits; upon which Mr. Jackſon called for Miſs Jackſon his 
daughter, to bear her company until dinner was over, and dine with her 
(the Lady) by themſelves. Mr. Jackſon as ſoon as at liberty attended her 
Ladyſhip, and the meſſenger returning without finding the Capt. ſhe was 
aſked to drink tea; and Miſs Jackſon, at her papa's requeſt, ſat down to her 
| harpſichord to entertain Miſs Mollineux with fome pieces of muſick ; when 
her Impudence ſays to Mrs. Jackſon, © I ſuppoſe, madam, Miſs can ſing 
too.” Miſs Jackion being requeſted, with her mama's, &c. leave, enter- 
tained Miſs Mollineux with a ſong or two. Her Ladyſhip finding herſelf 
ſecure and lucky in the plan ſhe had formed in her mind, by the Captain's 
not being to be found, began ſeemingly to recover her ſpirits; and ſays to 


Mrs. Jackſon, that notwithſtanding the then difficulties ſhe was in, ſhe had 


no doubt of overgetting all her ſorrows, and being a great Lady; for her 
mama ſaid ſhe was born with a mark of greatneſs upon her: Mrs. Jackſon 
aſking what mark that was, ſhe anſwered an Imperial Crown upon. her belly ; 
whether ſhe ſhewed it or not, I do not recolle& ; neither can I tell what ſhe 


obtained from the family: But getting late in the evening, and ſhe taking 
no notice of her intentions to leave, Mrs. Jackſon informed her it was not 


likely the Captain would come at ſo late an hour, and that they had no room 
to lodge her; which obliged Miſs Mollineux to take leave ſooner than in- 
tended, her deſigned plan was in a great meaſure diſconcerted, and ſhe de- 


camped without her errand.” 
This was the gentleman's account to whom ſhe directed me for a 
- 


character, 


Upon my return from London, I found the following letter, which is an 
account of what happened after my leaving Coventry. 
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SIR, | Newnham, 18th June, 1766. 


ESTERDAY morning I ſent for Mrs. Bott, the perſon whom Lady Wilberham, 
alias Wilberhamman, ſaid ſhe was fo well known to; but on examining her, I 

ſoon found every particular exactly contrary to what ſhe told you ; Mrs. Bott having no 
other knowledge of her Ladyſhip, than on Chriſtmas-day laſt ſhe came to a public- 
houſe juſt by her, the ſign of the Nag's-Head, in a very ſhabby camblet riding habit, 
and ſaid that ſhe had come from town in a machine, and was on her way to Lord 
Derby's, who was her uncle, and to Lord Eſtrange's, who was her couſin, Bur ſhe 
(Mrs. Bott) had doubts of her being an Impoſtor then, notwithſtanding ſhe kept her in 
her houſe for about two or three days, and put a little money into her pocket when ſhe 
departed ; and now on her return to Coventry, has attempted to renew her acquaintance 


with the ſaid Mrs. Bott. 


Don't be ſurprized when I tell you that ſhe is gone off, The landlord at the Roſe 
and Crown ſuffered her to go away in his poſt-chaiſe about half paſt ten o'clock yeſterday 
morning : She prevailed upon him by a promiſe that ſhe would ſend him his demands 
back by the poſt-boy, who was to take her through Warwick to Banbury. My Lord 
is very much diſſatisfied with the landlord on this affair, and my Lady much diſ- 


appointed. 


I cannot help thinking it ſtrange in him to ſuffer her to paſs off in this manner, as it 
is no act of humanity ; becauſe it ſhe is actually an object of care, and ſomewhat diſ- 
ordered in her mind, you would have found that out moſt certainly; if ſhe proves on 
the contrary, it muſt be wrong in him to give her an opportunity to eſcape juſtice. 


However, I do ſuppoſe you will think her recoverable ſtill. Her Ladyſhip wiſhes 
to be ſatisfied about her; therefore my Lord flatters himſelf he ſhall hear from you 


to-morrow. 
I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient, 
Humble Servant, 
(Sign'd) RF. 


P. S. She vended many imprecations againſt you for detaining her pocket-book, 
and attempting to examine her Ladyſhip. My Lord thinks the landlord ſhould be 
taken notice of: She was three pounds eleven ſhillings and ſix-pence in his debt when 
ſhe left Coventry, he ſays, which money ſhe promiſed to ſend by the boy when he 


returned home. 


To Mr. Alderman Hewitt, Coventry. 
| Upon 
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Upon inquiring after her Ladyſhip's proceedings on her flight from Co- 
ventry, I found ſhe had ſteered her courſe for Banbury ; had taken-in by her 
uſual art a very humane gentleman, a Mr. C. for about ten guineas, and 
then proceeded to London, Her numerous frauds in and about the Capital, 
I had not leiſure to collect: But in the following year I received a letter 
from the Mayor of St. Albans, and an account of her being in the bridewell 
of that borough. The account given me of her adventures there, are, as 
nearly as I can recollect, as followeth : 


* In the month of July 1767, ſhe came in the duſk of the evening, at- 
tended by a perſon in livery, whom ſhe called her ſecond coachman, to the 
houſe of Lord Spencer. His Lordſhip being abſent, ſhe addreſſed herſelf 
to the ſteward, as being particularly acquainted with his Lordſhip ; that ſhe 
was Lady Wilmington, and Counteſs of Normandy ; that ſhe had met with 
the misfortune of having her carriage broke down on the road to St. Albans ; 
that ſhe had left her broken carriage on the road with one of her attendants, 
and the other ſhe had brought with her ; that ſhe was much diſappointed at 
his Lordſhip being from home, being an intimate acquaintance of her papa 
and mama's. The ſteward heard her tale with all attention, and believing 
it true, requeſted her Ladyſhip to take a bed, and provided an elegant 
ſupper.— The non-appearance of her equipage, her ſtory getting into the 
town, the inhabitants having rendered themſelves ridiculous by former cre- 


dulity *, a ſpeedy enquiry was made after the broken carriage ; and more 
FEES | ſubſtantial 


* In the month of April 1768, two bakers of St. Alban's, going with bread to Coney, ſaw a poor 
| miſerable girl, half naked, lying on the fide of a ditch, and hearing her groans, they went up to her; 
ſhe appeared to be ſo very weak that they led and ſupported her to an alehouſe near the turnpike, where 
they left her to the care of the publican's wife. She ſeeing her in a dangerous condition, being almoſt 
ſtarved and emaciated, ſent for a Mr. Humphries, a very able Apothecary and Surgeon in the town, 
who by proper cordials gave her relief, She was then put to bed, and great care was taken of her for 
ſome time, when her ſtrength began to return, and ſhe was very viſibly amended in her health. 


In the mean time her ſtory became publickly known in the town, and the moſt conſiderable people of 
the place went to ſee her.— The girl, who had the moſt perfect innocence in her face, and was about 19 
years of age, behaved with the utmoſt decency, and became the general object of compaſſion; and as 
ſhe grew better was invited to the houſes of the principal people of the town to tell her ftory, which 
was heard with the utmoſt attention and amazement. f 


The account ſhe gave of herſelf is as followeth:— That her name was Mary Ramſay, born in Hull, 
her father a very eminent ſurgeon and man- midwife, lately dead, who had left her to the care of his 
brother, with a fortune of ſeven thouſand pounds; that ſhe had lived with her uncle in a manner be- 
coming her circumſtances, and about a month before that time her uncle had ſignified to her his in- 
tentions of ſending her up to London for education, and accordingly gave her a letter to a gentlewoman 


(whoſe name ſhe had forgot) who kept a ſchool, with whom ſhe was to board and lodge, and by * 
| e 
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ſubſtantial evidence was required of her Ladyſhip being the real perſon of 
quality, and agreeable to the title ſhe aſſumed, which ſhe upon a minute 
examination was found wanting in. The non-appearance of her Ladyſhip's 
retinue on the road, the broken carriage and baggage, begat ſtrong ſuſpi- 
cions: And after waiting a reaſonable time for her to produce the indiſ- 
putable evidence wanted, ſhe was convicted, and committed by the Right 

Worſhipful the Mayor to the Houſe of Correction, as a Vagrant and 


Impoſtreſs.“ 
That 


ſhe was to be inſtructed in the ſeveral accompliſhments neceſſary to the formation of a young lady of 
faſhion ; that he obliged her to travel in the common waggon ; that ſhe was dreſſed in a riding habit 
and jockey cap, and went therein with other company as far as Stamford, where, ſtopping to dine, ſhe 
accidently dropped the above-mentioned letter in the inn-yard, which being found by a perſon who alſo 
was a- paſſenger with her, and to whom ſhe had related her ſtory, ſhe was by him perſuaded to open the 
letter, which ſhe did, and feund that directed to the ſchool-miſtreſs to be only the caſe and cover to 
another letter, directed to Captain —— (ſhe could not recolle& his name, but was ſure he was a ſea 


Captain); the coutents of which letter was to this effect: 


. 


„The perſon who brings vou this, is the young woman J told you of. 1 acknowledge the receipt of 
« half the money agreed on, and expect the remainder as ſoon as convenient.” 


This, ſhe continued, was ſigned by her uncle; that the perſon hereupon perſuaded her to return to 
Hull and expoſe her uncle, which ſhe promiſed- to do, but dreading to ſee a man who was capable of 
ſuch' projects, ſhe took a reſolution to elope from the waggoner, whom ſhe now looked upon as a con- 
federate with her uncle, and to travel on foot to London, where ſhe ſaid ſhe had a ſiſter, married to a 
man of great fortune in the county of Suffolk, and a barriſter at law; that accordingly the gave the 
waggoner the ſlip, and began her journey through bye ways and lanes; that after a day or two, her 
money being Ml gone, ſhe ſold her jockey cap to an old woman, and afterwards parted with her riding 
habit, in exchange for an oid gown and ſome trifle of money, which enabled her to reach London, 
where not being able to find her ſiſter Cooke, ſhe reſolved to return to Hull. She accordingly ſet out 
without a farthing of money, or even one neceſſary for ſo long a journey; when after two days, being 
weary, andin want of the common ſupport of nature, ſhe was found in the condition deſcribed above. 


This ſtory, wild and extravagant as it was, gained an univerſal belief Compaſſion and pity took 
root in every heart; and poor Miſs Ramſay was the topic of every one's converſation. 


The Mayor of the town, a very humane and good man, was ſo moved at this melancholy tale, that 
he recommended her to his wife's protection; who introducing her to other ladies, a ſubſcription was 
ſet on foot to cloath the young lady, and fend her home ſuitable to her rank. She was now put into 
better garb, and lived at the Mayor's houſe : Happy was the family who could entertain Miſs Ramſay, 
and hear her ſtory, which ſhe told ſo very well, ſo glibly, and with ſuch amazing facility, ſhedding 
tears ar the moſt affecting parts of it, and never varying in the leaſt circumſtance, that not a ſoul 
doubted of the reality of the relation. | 


At this time a gentleman; an inhabitant of the town, who had been abſent ſome time, returned from 
London, and being in'ormed of this extraordinary young lady, ſuſpected the ſtory, and declared his 
_ opinion publickly ; but in return met with that contempt too frequently attending endeavours to ſtem 
the torrent of infatuation, and to bring men back to the. uſe of their right reaſon. 


bk» þ 


All 


% 
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That the curious Reader may have every circumſtance relating to Lady 
Wilbrihammon, 6&c. that hath come to my knowledge, I ſhall give them 
that ſatisfaction. ——She was a menial ſervant in the kitchen of George-Lewis 
Scot, Eſq. after her adventure at St. Alban's, and other places, was tranſported 
to America, where ſhe impoſed on the credulous, and pretended to be allied 
to the Royal Family, calling herſelf the Princeſs Louiſa, producing ſome 
valuables as jewels, ſuppoſed to be taken from one of the Royal Palaces. 


All argued with Mr. Mayor, Mr. Alderman » Mr. Alderman „Kc. but to no purpoſe: 
She was ſo young, ſo innocent, ſhe could not frame ſuch a ſtory herſelf—it was impoſſible! ſo really 
good, fo truly pious, her ſtory muſt be true—they would have it true—and therefore it was true. 


Miſs Ramſay was now in the zenith of her happineſs, when this very ſingular gentleman recollectin 
that he had an acquaintance in Hull, a man of probity and honour, wrote to him, informing bim o 
the particulars, and deſiring him to make all due enquiry, and acquaint him with what he ſhould learn 


concerning Miſs Ramſay, her father, uncle, and family. 


The anſwer received was to this effect: That a ſurgeon of the name of Ramſay had formerly lived in 
the neighbourhood of Hull, who was very poor all his life-time, and who was confined for debt in the 
caſtle of Lincoln, and died there about ten years before: That he had two daughters, abandoned 
wretches, and common proſtitutes, who ſtrolled about the country under various and- fallacious pre- 
tences: That upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, he could not find Ramſay had a brother; and that if the people 

of St. Albans would paſs her to Hull, ſhe would there meet with her deſerts. ; 


This letter was read to the gentlemen of the town, and to the girl herſelf, who ſaid ſhe knew the 
gentleman who wrote it very well, and that he was a particular friend of her uncle's, and an aſſociate 


in the trepanning ſcheme before-mentioned. 


This was ſufficient for her friends ; they all agreed it was ſo; it was to no purpoſe to talk to them ; 
they were convinced of the poor dear girl's innocence, and the injuſtice done to her; and they reſolved 


to protect her, 


The Mayor however was adviſed himſelf to write to Hull for en certainty : He accordingly addreſſed 
himſelf to two gentlemen there, who confirmed the account before received. He was then convinced of 
his error, read the two letters to the girl, and admoniſhed her to confeſs the truth : She became ſullen, 
and would make no reply, upon which the Mayor committed her to the Bridewell of the town: There, 
without friends to encourage her wickedneſs, and ſupport her falſhood ; without confederates to coun- 
tenance her guilt ; ſhe confeſſed the whole to be falſe, from the beginning to the end. She was publickly 
whipped, and paſſed away to Hull, | 


4 E The 
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The following extraordinary Account of this grand Adven— 
tureſs's Impoſitions on a Family in the Pariſh of Great- 
Budworth, in the County of Cheſter, is taken 2 
from Papers found upon her. 


N the month of January, 1766, ſhe alighted from a ſtage coach, at the 
inn known by the ſign of the Cock, at Great Budworth in Chethire, 
very ſhabby dreſſed; after reſting herſelf, and obtaining an account of the 
families in that neighbourhood, ſhe went to the houſe of a wheel-wright, 
near to the inn, and after relating a moſt ſorrowful ſtory of being a daughter 
of a nobleman near London, that her father wanted to compel her to marry 
a nobleman contrary to her inclination, that her mother was dead, and hav- 
ing an independent fortune which ſhe ſhould poſſeſs upon her coming to age 
in the May following, had made her eſcape, reſolving to be abſent until that 
time ; if Mr. Deane (the name of the wheel-wright) would conceal her in 
his houſe, and let her board with his family, ſhe would give him a very con- 
ſiderable ſum, ſufficient to live upon without trade the remainder of the life 
of himſelf and wife; ſhewed him ſeveral letters from noblemen and perſons 
of the firſt rank, particularly a letter from the Honourable Charles Dormer, 
of Grove-Park, with a direction upon it for her Ladyſhip at Lord Eſtrange's, 
Groſvenor- ſquare; and intended to marry fome other young nobleman as 
ſoon as ſhe was at age, for whom ſhe had the greateſt affection. The family 
of the Deanes heard the wonderful relation with all attention ; but wanting 
faith, they gave her an abſolute refuſal, Her Ladyſhip took her leave, and 
went to the houſe of a miller, about one mile farther in that pariſh, where, 
being late when ſhe arrived, ſhe continued all night, and did the miller and 
his wife the honour to lie with them in the ſame bed; to whom ſhe related 
the hardſhips ſhe had undergone for the ſake of her religion ; putting on the 
molt enthuſiaſtical and faintiſh countenance, entertained them with miracu- 
lous ſtories ; finding their circumſtances not likely to ſerve her purpoſe, ſhe 
next morning took leave, promiſing to call upon them when ſhe got poſ- 
ſeſſion of her large eſtate, make a conſiderable preſent, and likewiſe ſettle on 
them an annuity for their lives. 
From the miller's ſhe proceeded to the houſe of Richard Frith, at a place 
called Seven-Oaks, in the ſaid Parith of Great Budworth ; a freeholder, and 


a man of ſome property of his own, upon which he and his family lived de- 
cently. 
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cently. She related to him her micforinunes on account of her being a Pro- 
teſtant, calling herſelf by the name of the Viſcounteſs Wilbrihammon, &c. 
as ſhe gave in her examination to me; with the addition of having 40,0001. 
in the Bank, three large halls belonging to her, ſeveral manors and eſtates, 
all which ſhe ſhould take poſſeſſion of in the following month of May. Mr. 
Frith, believing the whole to be true, ſends her to his fon Richard, at 
Crowton, about four miles diſtant from his own. houſe, and recommends her 
to be boarded and taken care of. Filled with the expectations of the great 
rewards to ariſe therefrom, (her Ladyſhip having promiſed to make the whole 
family gentlefolks, provided they kept her concealed, and every thing ſhe 
had ſaid a profound ſecret, until her birth-day) here ſhe lived a retired life, 
was furniſhed with money to cloath her, and was ſpeedily equipped in a 
genteel manner, a neat riding habit, hat, blue feather, cockade, gold hand 
and taſſel, the fame ſhe appeared in at Coventry, as mentioned before; 
the beſt of wines procured for her, with a genteel table. She continues a 
_ conſiderable time in ſecurity, diverting herſelf and the family with muſic, 

ſinging, &c. The letters, &c. “ that paſſed during that period, are in the 
Methodiſt ſtile; from theſe letters, the family were of that ſect; honeſt, 
well-meaning, innocent people, who unfortunately were taken-in by this 
diſſembling impoſtreſs. 

In the month of F ebruary, ſhe prevails on young F rith to take her into 
the county of Weſtmoreland, under pretence of viewing her eſtates in that 
county. Upon their arrival at Kendal, ſhe diſmiſſed him, under a pretence 
of ſecrecy, and appointed him to meet her upon a certain day. It appears 
ſhe had been ſome time before at Brough, where ſhe had deceived by falſe 
pretences the family of an attorney in that town; but becoming ſuſpected by 
the people in the neighbourhood, had left the place : She impoſed on her 
hoſpitable friend, (who confided in this baſe deceiver) by pretending to have 
intereſt with Lord Albemarle to procure his ſon-in-law a lieutenancy in the 
army. + At the time fixed upon, Frith meets her at Kendal, and with great 
joy takes her back to his family : Soon after he hath a daughter born, to 
whom ſhe ſtands godmother, and the child is baptized by the name of Sarah- 
Charlotte- Wilbraham-Irving Frith. + She had aſſured poor Frith ſhe was 
engaged to a Honourable Mr. Irving, and to whom ſhe was to be married: 
The whole family placed ſuch a firm and implicit faith in her ſtory, that 
they ſerved her at her meals upon their knees. She pretended to ſo nice and 


* See the letters No. 5, 6, and 7. + See letters No. 1, 2, and 3. See letters No. 6, and 7. 
: delicate 
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delicate an education, they waſhed her hands, face, &c. believed every 
ſtrange account ſhe related, looked upon her as an angel ſent from heaven 
under divine inſpiration, to promote and raiſe their family to the higheſt 
honour and greatneſs : On young Frith ſhe conferred the honour of ſteward 
of her eſtates, with an appointment of two hundred per annum: * In ſhort, 
ſhe commanded the whole family in the ſtile of a Princeſs. Having con- 
tinued at Crowton until the firſt of May, preparations are made for her journey 
to London, and young Frith her ſteward preſents her Ladyſhip, being her 
birth-day, with a letter of congratulation, and a poetical epiſtle, on the oc- 
caſion : + In a few days after, they ſet cut for London, to take poſſeſſion of 
her eſtates, and the large ſums ſhe pretended to have in the funds, and to 
put young Frith in poſſeſſion of his ſtewardſhip. 
I T found no journal of their proceedings upon the road; but a large bill of 
expences at a principal inn they took up their lodgings at, where they con- 
tinued the 1oth, 11th and 12th of May, when my Lady Viſcounteſs gave 
ner ſteward the ſlip, and left him to pay the reckoning, after a fruitleſs ſearch 
after his ſweet ſoul, divine and moſt heavenly fair Lady, who left him penny- 
leſs, as ſhe had left his family at home. Having ſent down his horſe to 
Crowton, he was obliged to trip it back on foot, a journey of near 200 miles, 
there to relate his folly and diſappointment to his credulous family and 
friends, NS | 

Thus ended the Comedy of Errors this family and neighbourhood had 
been drawn into, by a woman who appeared to me hardly capable of acting 
one line in the whole Farce. 5 


Extract from a Letter. 


« SHE carried her ſcheme (ſays the Writer) to ſuch a pitch as was ſcarcely 
ever recorded; the half of which is impoſſible to relate. They dreſſed and 
waſhed her, and did every other individual thing for hef, ſhe pretending ſhe 
could not waſh her own face, nor dreſs herſelf. She received letters almoſt 
every Poſt, and pretended they came from great families; all theſe things 
were carried on with the greateſt cunning, for certainly no perſons were ever 
ſo impoſed upon as the Friths, with this notorious Impoſtreſs; for they be- 
lieved all ſhe faid, and ſaid ſhe had no fault, but being too rich; and what- 
ever ſhe commanded was immediately done, even to kneeling before her.“ 


See the letter No. 6. + See letter, &c. No. g. | 
| The 
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The Manner in which Sarah Wilſon, alias the Counteſs of Wil- 
braham, committed the Impoſture for which ſhe was con- 
victed to be tranſported at the Guildhall at Weſtminſter, was 


as follows : | 


HIS mam Counteſs went into Mrs. Davenport's ſhop, in the Hay- 

market, and told a very piteous tale to Mrs. Davenport's niece, of her 
being bred a gentlewoman, forced by her relations to marry a foreign Count 
againſt her conſent, and of her being abandoned by him to want and miſery ; 
but however wound up her tale with the artful information, that all ſhe had 
reſerved in the world was a fingle hundred pounds, for which ſhe had a 
draught (and ſhewed one) on Mr. Child, the Banker; but that her preſent 
dreſs and appearance was ſo very much beneath her birth and dignity, that 
ſhe was aſhamed to wait on Mr. Child to receive her demand upon him. 
The compaſſionate girl took her into the houſe for two or three days, and 
then equipped her very decently out, in order to enable her to receive her 
1ool. without expoſing her poverty by her dreſs; the pretended Counteſs 
now embraced her Protectreſs, and inſiſted on her accompanying her in the 
coach to Mr. Child's, ſhe did fo, her ſham Ladyſhip enquired of the clerks 
for Mr. Child, and was told he was not there. She then went to his houſe 
in Lincoln's-Inn Fields, but deſired the girl to wait a door or two off in the 
coach, whilſt ſhe went in to Mr. Child. - A ſervant opened the door, of 
whom ſhe enquired very ſoftly (as has ſince appeared) for Molly „ one 
of the maids; on being ſhewn down to her, ſhe immediately exclaimed, 
„ Lord Ma'am, I beg pardon ;. if your name is Molly „you are not 
* the perſon I wanted.” She then told the ſervant, that ſhe wanted to go 
into Clare Market, and as they had a back door in Portugal Street, ſhe 
would be glad if ſhe might go out that way, and this was readily granted, 
Mrs. Davenport's mece, after waiting near an hour, ventured to enquire 
after the Counteſs, and by that means preſently diſcovered the trick that had 


been put upon her. 5 


4 F Pro- 
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Proceedings in the Years 1762, and 1763, 


ONCERNING the Burglaries committed in the warehouſes of Meſſrs. 

Sherwood and Abney, Silkmen, and the late John Secker, of this 

| City, Mercer, with particulars relating to thoſe robberies, publiſhed to clear 
9 the innocent, and point out the guilty, never before publiſhed. 


Coventry, Robert Abney, of this City, Silkman, on oath faith, that on Monday night 

to wit. laſt, or early on Tueſday morning, his counting-houſe, or warehoule, ad- 

Joining to his dwelling-houſe, in this City, was broke open, and gol. and 

4 upwards ſtolen and taken away; and farther faith, he hath great cauſe to 

J | ſuſpect, and doth ſuſpect M. B. of Nuneaton, his wife and ſervants, to 
iy | have knowledge or concern in the ſaid robbery. gi 
S worn Sept. 26, 1762. (Signed) R. A. 


M B. was taken up and examined before me, the account that he gave 
of himſelf was, That he was at home all laſt Sunday, with no one that day, 
| nor at church; when he laſt left town, went home with Wagſtaff, Kelſey, 
1 3 | and Buſwell. | 
| On Monday at Coleſhill, with Tuckey, Kingſton, and Marſton, and hath 
2 not been in their company ſince. 

* This robbery happened in the month of September, and that of Mr. 
Secker's in the month of October following, at the diſtance of one month 
only. a 
No farther account was ever taken, nor any diſcovery made afterwards of 
the robbers ; I ſhall have occaſion to make ſome obſervations upon it in my 
narrative of the robbery of Mr. Secker. | 


Coventry, John Secker upon his oath ſaith, That his dwelling-houſe was broke open 
to wit, between the hours of eleven laſt night, and four o'clock this morning, and 
one hundred pounds in gold, and ten pounds ten ſhillings in half crowns, 

and ſome ſilver, with a tea cheſt were ſtolen and taken away, and hath great 
cauſe to ſuſpect J. Jerviſe, Solomon Moore, G. Monk, Tipper, Pepper, 
and James Sly, to have been eoncerned in the ſaid robbery ; and farther 
ſaith not. | 
Sworn before me, October 26, 1762. a (Signed) J. S. 


© Theſe were the only perſons named, or ſuſpected by him, and who were 


taken up, and cleared themſelves on their examinations before me. | 
In 
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In the following year W. Cole and his family came under ſuſpicion, for 
the particulars I refer my Readers to'the informations and examinations that 
hereafter follow, before which period Mr. Secker died; what farther re- 
marks I think neceſſary on that buſineſs, concludes the particulars, and the 
reaſons for my publiſhing them, which are to clear the innocent, and point 


out the guilty. 


$ 


Coventry, The information of Elizabeth Perkins, who ſays as follows: Thar ſhe lately 


to Wit. 


lived in part of the houſe wherein William Cole and his family dwelt, that 
about three months ſince ſhe obſerveg the ſaid Cole and family had very little 
money, *till ſome time the beginning of Auguſt laſt, when ſhe this informanc 
obſerved, that in a place where the ſaid Cole kept his coals, commonly called 
the coal-hole, there had been a breach made in the ground, and feveral large 


| ſtones pulled up, upon which this informant and her huſband ſuſpected from 


this and other circumſtances afterwards appearing, ſuch as the ſaid Cole and 
his family having great plenty of money, and ſpending the fame in a very 
riotous extravagant manner, that they had come diſhoneſtly and unfairly by 
it; the wife of the ſaid Cole and this informant having ſome words, or diſ- 
pute betwixt them, ſhe this informant told the ſaid Cole's wife, that they 
could not live ſo extravagantly and ſpend ſo much money if they had not 
robbed a houſe that all are dead, except the parſon, and others, which 


money ſhe ſuppoſed they buried in the coal-hole. This informant ſays, that 


in anſwer to this Cole himſelf ſaid, that if any body told him of laying out 
ſo much money, he would have them to the Houſe of Correction. About 
two rights after this diſpute happened, ſhe heard Cole up very buly rattling 
and making a noiſe in the houſe, and thought ſhe heard them remove the 
money to the corner of the couch, under the ground, at the end which faces 
Hill-rop; and from theſe ſuſpicions, and their having been formerly ſuſ- 
pected of robbing the late Mr. Secker, &c. ſhe fully believes they are con- 
cerned in ſtealing and committing the ſaid robbery ; and farther this in- 


formant ſays not. A 


The Mark of 
Elizabeth + Perkins, 


Taken and ſworn before me, Sept. 23, 1763. J. HE WIT T, 


Coventry, The examination of Abigail Cole, wife of William Cole, of the ſaid C ity, 


to wit. 


labourer, taken before me one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the 
ſaid City, the 23d day of September, 1763. 


THIS examinant faith, That ſome time ſince the beginning of June laſt, (the 


day on which this examinant paid her rent) her ſaid huſband came to this examinant, 


and 
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and took her by the hand with tears in his eyes, and told her, that he had found ſome 
money, which God Almighty had ſent him to reward him for the reflection that had 
been caſt upon him, (meaning as this examinant verily believes, the breaking of Mr. 
Secker's houſe, and which gave him and this examinant alſo great uneaſineſs) ſaid he 
found it in riddling of ſome hops, which he had bought of Robert Clarke, at Mr. 


Waren's, and that at the ſame time he found a two ounce braſs weight among the ſaid 


hops, but did not mention any thing to the ſaid Robert Clarke of his finding the ſaid 
money and weight, that this examinantknows or believes of; ſaith that her ſaid huſband 
told her this examinant, that he had told William Wills, of the ſaid City, that he had 
found ſome money as is hefore- mentioned; and that her ſaid huſband about ten o'clock 
of the ſame day came home to this examinant, and called her up ſtairs, and delivered to 
her the ſaid money, which he ſaid amounted to ſomething above 20l. faith that it con- 
ſiſted of one 36 ſhilling piece, five or fix guineas, and the reſt in half guineas ; ſaith 
that laſt Tueſday between eleven and twelve o'clock in the forenoon, ſhe went with her 


ſaid huſband, and her ſun Thomas Smith, and her brother James Logan, (who lives at 


Birmingham) and his wife, to the Woolpack, in the ſaid City, and dined there altoge- 
ther, and after dinner her huſband returned home, and ſhe and her ſaid fon and brother 
and wife went to Birmingham, where ſhe and her ſaid fon continued till laſt night, when 
they came home about ſeven o'clock, and that all her family was in bed laſt night by 
half an hour after ten, and their candles and lights put out by that time; and farther 
this examinant ſaith not. f 

| The Mark of 


| | Abigail + Cole.” | 
Taken at the ſaid City the day and year firſt above written, before me, J. HEWITT. 


She gave in an account to the amount of ſixteen pounds and upwards laid 
out for cloaths, houſhold furniture, and rent paid to her landlord Mr. Foſter, 
for their dwelling-houle. | | 


Coventry, The examination of William Cole, of the ſaid city, labourer, taken before 
to wit. me, one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid city, the 23d day 
of September, 1763; | | 


WHO being charged on ſuſpicion with breaking, or being concerned in breaking, the 
dwelling-houſe of John Secker, of the ſaid city, mercer, deceaſed, and ſtealing thereout 


one 36 ſhilling piece, one nine ſhilling piece, ſix guineas, and 29 half-guineas, about the 


beginning of June laſt, denieth the ſame; and ſaith, that he bought of Robert Clarke, 
at Mr, Waren's, in the ſaid city, a parcel of hops, weighing about fifty pounds, among 
which hops he found the ſaid ſeveral pieces of money, wrapt up in ſome paper; and fur- 


ther ſaith not. 
8 The Mark of 
William + Cole. 


Taken the day and year firſt above- written, before me, J. HEWITT. 


| Coventry, 


ä — — — 2 6 


An ACCOUNT of BURGLARIES. 325 


Coventry, Thomas Smith, of the City of Coventry, labourer faith, That about one 

to wit. month ſince he went with his father-in-law William Cole, to Mr.-Waren's 
to fetch ſome hops home, which his father had bought there, faith that he 
did not ſee his ſaid father find any money amongſt the ſaid hops, but ſaith that his mo- 


ther the ſame day told this examinant that his ſaid father had found 20 l. amongſt 


them. x 
The Mark of s 
Thomas + Smith. 2 
Taken and ſworn before me, Sept. 23. 1763. J. HEWITT. 


Coventry, William Wills, of this ſaid City, Iabourer faith, That about one month. 
to wit. ſince, William Cole, of the ſaid City, labourer, told this examinant, that 
he had bought ſome hops of Robert, a ſervant of Mr. Waren's, and found 


amongſt them 20l. in money; the reaſon of his telling this examinant of ir, was in an- 


ſwer to his having mentioned to the ſaid Cole, that people wondered how he came by 
his money; and farther this examinant ſaith not. | 


Sworn Sept. 23, 1763. J. HEWITT. (Signed) W. WILLS. 


Coventry, Robert Clark, on his oath faith, That about three months fince he fold a 

to wit. looſe parcel of hops, about one hundred weight, to William Cole, of this. 

City, labourer, and that he this examinant is poſitive ſure there could be no- 

money concealed in the ſaid hops; he is the more poſitive in his opinion, becauſe he 

gathered the ſaid hops from off a floor, and put them into a tub in Mr. Waren's yard, 
in the ſaid City; and farther ſaith not. | 5 8 | 


Sworn Sept. 23, 1763, before J. HEWITT. (Signed) R. CLARK, 


Having gone thorough the examinations with reſpect to the charge againſt 
Cole, and which took me up twelve hours, I committed him to take his 
trial, as from the ſeveral accounts given there was the ſtrongeſt cauſe for 
ſuſpecting him guilty of ſome robbery, if not of Mr. Secker's; the accounts. 
of every perſon contradicted that of himſelf and his wife, his being poſſeſſed, 
of ſo large a ſum of money (and undoubtedly ſtolen) was confeſſed and ac- 
knowledged by himſelf. The account given by him, and the means by 
which it came into his poſſeſſion, poſitively contradicted Robert Clark, who 
was a man of known probity ; the only poſſibility of his finding it in the hops, 
was by its being put into the tub after Clark had put the hops therein, before 
their being taken away by Cole; if this had happened either the night or 
day after the robbery of ' Meff. Abney and Co. or Mr. Secker's, which was 
near to Mr. Waren's back door and brew-houſe, a probability might be ſup- 

| 4 G poſed; 


AIR, 
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oſed; but fo great a diſtance of time neither cauſe nor reaſon even to take 
off ſuſpicion could have dictated any ſuch plan at twelve months diſtance of 
time,—Cole lived in a houſe adjoining to the Priory gates, where Mr. Oram 
lived at that time, was employed there, was well acquainted with the pre- 
miſes, and known to the dogs kept by Mr. Oram ; Mr. Oram's yards and 
garden were near to, or joined the garden of Meſſ. Abney and Sherwood, 
their counting-houſe, where the entry was made, and counting-houſe robbed, 
was from the garden ; Cole's houſe was not more than 150 yards diſtance, 
and Mr. Oram's premiſes of eaſy acceſs ; being familiar with the dogs, Cole 
would meet with no obſtruction from them ; ladders he well knew how to 
get at, by which he might without the leaſt fear or apprehenſion of being in- 
terrupted or diſcovered, get into Mr. Abney's garden; why he was not ſuſ- 
pected of that robbery, I don't now recollect.— Mr. Secker was then dead, 
and Cole was diſcharged. 

In the year 1772, on the 6th day of April, at the diſtance of ten years 
nearly from the commitment of the robbery and burglary, one Robert Kim- 
berley was brought before me, being apprehended. on my warrant, for the 
being concerned in the ſtealing a cow, or mare, or both; upon my taking 
him under a ſtrict examination, he confeſſed thoſe robberies, and likewiſe 
the burglary of Mr. Secker's, divers other felonies and robberies, and intirely 
cleared Cole of the charge againſt him, at the ſame time charged one Samuel 
Brookes, formerly living next door to Mr. Secker's, with being the perſon, 
and another man, (whoſe name I forget) as being concerned with him in 
the breaking and entering the houſe of John Secker, at the time in Mr. 
Secker's information mentioned, and taking thereout the money, &c. and 
which was divided amongſt them; Brookes being then in goal for debt, I 
committed Kimberley for trial, and lodged a detainer againſt Brookes. Mr. 
Secker's executor, (the Dr. being likewiſe dead) did not proſecute, and they 


were diſcharged by proclamation. 


N. B. Since the foregoing account went to preſs, the Author found the 
original Confeſſion of Kimberley, which is as followeth :— 


Coventry, THE voluntary confeſſion of Robert Kimberley, of the pariſh of the Holy 
to wit. Trinity, of this City, (at preſent reſiding in the pariſh of St. Michael) who 
ſays as followeth :—That Samuel Jolly, Samuel Brookes, and George Pager, 

alias Patchet, of this city, and Thomas Smart, late of the ſaid city, have been concern- 


ed with this examinant in divers robberies, as follows: — that Samuel Brookes, and 
| — George 
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George Paget, alias Patchet, did confeſs to this examinant, that they did break into the 
houſe of the late Mr. Smith, of the Golden Lion “, in this city, and did take a conſider- 
able ſum of money, part of which, viz. three guineas, was given to this examinant; and 
ſome time after this, in company with the aforeſaid Samuel Brookes, this examinant 
broke into the houſe of the widow Toms, late of this city, and ſtole from thence a conſi- 
derable ſum of money; likewiſe, near about the ſame time, this examinant and Samuel 
Brookes, broke into the houſe of the late Mrs. Higgenſon, but being diſappointed of 
money, got no booty. And this examinant further faith, that about the ſame time, or 
ſome little time after, he this examinant, and George Patchet, broke into the houſe of the 
widow Skears, of Foleſhill, and got ſome caſh, but the exact ſum this examinant knows 
not. That he this examinant, John Townſend, George Patchet, and Thomas Smart “, 
broke into the houſe of a widow woman in Bedworth lane, a public houſe, called the 
Pheaſant's Neſt, and ſtole ſeveral half-crown pieces, and a ſilver watch; and ſome time 
after broke into a public houſe in Wiken pariſh, in company with Samuel Brookes, and 
Joſeph Birch. And this examinant further ſaith, that Samuel Brookes, and Seorge Pa- 
get, alias Patchet, acknowledged to this examinant, that they broke open the houſe of 
the late Mr. Secker, and gave this examinant three guineas : And further ſaith, that one 
Mr. Smith, of Stoneley, having received a ſum of money of Samuel Brookes, the ſaid 
Brookes acquainted this examinant, George Paget, and one Worrall of Leiceſter, with 
his having paid the ſaid Mr. Smith the money, and deſired them to meet him on the 
road, as he went home; accordingly George Paget, this examinant, and the aforeſaid 
Worrall, did go as far as Finham Green; and the ſaid Worrall, and George Paget, fol- 
lowed the ſaid Mr. Smith; and ſoon after returned, and told this examinant, that they 
had robbed the ſaid Mr. Smith, and were afraid they had hurt him. That ſome time 
after, Samuel Jolly, and this examinant, with Samuel Brookes, went after a perſon going 
to Droitwich, for ſalt, and ſtopped him on the road. And the ſaid Samuel Brookes ac- 
knowledged to this examinant, that he robbed his brother-in-law, Thomas Phillips : 
And this examinant, and Samuel Brookes, broke into a perſon's houle at Corley-Moor *, 
and ſtole out in money twenty pounds. And farther this examinant faith not. 


| | The Mark + of Robert Kimberley. 
Taken before Me, this 6th Day of April, 1772. J. HEWITT. *' 


The informations relating to the robberies and burglaries above-mentioned, 
were all taken before me at the periods they were committed. Townſend was 
executed at Leiceſter, and Rew at Coventry, before the affair of Mr. Secker's 
happened. See pages 97—112. Joſeph Birch fled, and ſince joined that no- 
torious gang Freeman's, Weſton's, and Pool's, and ſtands charged with 
forging of Bills, &c.—Patchett was living in the year 1780, but in what 
way I know not. Theſe particulars are agreeable to my promile, page 89. 

The following commitment relates to Scofield, mentioned in the ſaid page, 
which expreſſes the reaſons for his being committed until I had made the 
needful enquiry.” \F] WE. 

a * City 


® See page 110, &c. 
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City of Coventry, TO the Keeper of his Majeſty's Goal: I herewith ſend you the body 
to wit. of William Scofield, this day apprehended and brought before me 
one of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for the ſaid City. And 
whereas divers informations have lately been made of Felonies and Burglaries committed 
within the City and County of the ſame, and divers ſuſpicious perſons have been ap- 
prehended and examined, and for which cauſe and ſuſpicion the ſaid William Scofield is 
now brought before me; and he on his examination not giving a good account of him- 
ſelf, nor by what means he has obtained a certain quantity of women's wearing apparel 
now found upon him and in his cuſtody, as well as divers other ſuſpicious circumſtances, 
and for not finding ſureties for his good behaviour and appearance before me for his fur- 
ther examination, you will receive him into your cuſtody, and ſafe keep, until he be 
difcharged as the law directs. Hereof fail not at your peri}. 
Given under my Hand and Sea}, Nov. 13, 1764. J. HEWITT. 


Two remarkable Attacks on Whitley Common, &c. in the Year 1765. 


Coventry, WILLIAM BAYLISS, of this city, ſtay-maker, upon his oath faith, that this night, 
to wit, returning from Dunchurch, being between the hours of 8 and q o'clock, near the mile 
ſtone on Whitley common, belonging to this city, ſome perſon, called to him, and 

bid him ſtand, and immediately fired upon him. The bullet diſcharged by the ſaid perſon, grazed 


vpon his left arm, and hath wounded the ſame. 
| The Mark > of W. BAYLISS. 


Sworn before Me, the 2oth of April, 1765. J. HEWITT. 
N. B. Whilſt he was before me, and ſhewing me his wounded arm, which he had not before looked 
at, the ball fell out in my room. | 


Coventry, STEPHEN SHAKESPEAR, of this city, filk-weaver, upon his oath faith, that as he. 

to wit. was returning from Banbury laſt night, between 8 and q o'clock, near the mile ſtone 

upon Whittey common, near this city, he was called to and bid ſtand, and was directly 

fired upon, and the ball, diſcharged from a piſtol, or ſome other fire-arms, went through his hat, and 
grazed on his head. Signed by STEPHEN. SHAKESPEAR.. 

Sworn the 21ſt of April, 1765, before J. HEWITT. 
Upon a ſearch made on the common a few days after, a blunderbuſs was found hid in a buſh. — 
The perſon ſuſpected was James Bromwich, executed at Nottingham in the Year 1766. See pr 293. 


Coventry, JOHN MULLINEUX on his oath faith, that a perſon, named Powel, now in cuſto- 
to wit. dy, came this day to his houſe, and offered a mare to ſale, which is the ſame now 

fworn to by John Jobburn : that the ſaid perſon, who calls himſelf Benjamin Pow 

el, told this examinant his name was John Hartum, of Coleſhill lodge, and offered and agreed for 

to ſell him a load of barley; and likewiſe left the bridle and ſaddle ſworn to by J. Jobburn; and. 
that ſeveral perſons were preſent when he paid for the ſaid Mare, &c. J. MULLINEUX.. 


Sworn the 25th of April, 1765, before J. HEWITT. 


Coventry, JOHN JOBBURN, of Thickbroome, in the pariſh of Weyford, Staffordſhire ; who. 

fo Wit. faith, he liveth about four miles from Lichfield : that laſt night, or early this morn- 

| ing, his father had a black mare, bridle and ſaddle, ſtolen out of his ſtable : that he 

hath this day ſeen the ſame in the cuſtody of J. Mullineux, and ſuſpects Benjamin Powel, alias 
Williams, did ſteal and take away the ſame. | JOHN JOBBURN. 
Taken and ſworn the 25th of April, 1765, before J. HEWIIT T. 

What was very particular in this man's caſe, Powel attended the execution of Baker, Drury and. 

Leflie, on Stoneley common, and {et out from the place of execution to commit this burglary and. 


robbery. 5 
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Proceedings in the Years 1767, 1768, 1769, 1770, and 1772. 


IN. Warwick, Auguſt 17, 1767. 
Am favored with your letter, and have communicated it to my bro- 
L ther Bathurſt, who will take off Mr. George Pott's line*, as you deſire. 


I am, your very faithful ſervant, 8 
1 C. * R KX ER. 


Having received a letter from Mr. Bailye of Lichheld, that he had 
been ſtopped on the highway by two footpads, and robbed of his watch 
and money; one of whom was perſued as far as the Green Man at Mox- 
hall, who then left the high road, and immediately croſled the fields. I 


immediately directed ſome advertiſements to be as expeditiouſly dil- 
erſed as poſſible: in the mean time another account was ſent me from 


Lichfield, of a Mr. Hamp and Butlar, two graziers, beingsſtopped and 
robbed by two foot-pads ; and one of them wounded by the firing of a 
piſtol from the villains, which miraculouſly eſcaped proving mortal, 
paſſing through his throat and neck through the mouth, came out near 
the ear on the other ſide: upon which I immediately wrote my opinion 
to Lichfield, and ſent farther directions for the diſcovering and appre- 
hending the daring villains; this robbery was committed about three 


miles from Lichfield, on the Burton road, and from the account given, 


I ſuſpected to be the ſame people, but my not receiving an immediate 


anſwer, was greatly diſconcerted, but the following apology was ſent me. 
© i | 
A very few hours fince, our town clerk, Mr. Simpſon, ſent me your letter of the 25th inſt. 
the delay of which, from him, was greatly ſurprized at, and cannot account for it, but by the 
death of his mother, Mrs Simpſon, which happened during the interval of the two dates: 
am ſure the activity and vigilence of Mr. Hewitt cannot be ſufficiently commended by all ho- 
neſt men; and aſſure yourlſelf, Sir, nothing has, or ſhall be wanting on my pan to bring the 
advertized to juſtice; for which purpoſe, on the fight of yours, immediately cauſed two or 
three hundred more advertizements to be printed, in order to be diſperſed in our eve market 
to morrow, and have ſent off thoſe you favored us with to ſeveral parts of the country: Mr. 
Hamps and Butlar, thoſe ſhot at, ſhall be acquainted, and have the notices to-morrow, and 
I will come up (God willing) to your city, the firſt day my bubinels will in the leaſt permit, 


in the interim am, with the utmoſt thanks for your care already taken, 
| Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
W. BAILYE. 


P. S. You may depend upon it, the other abuſed gentlemen will take equal pains with 


myſelſ. 
A This was a letter*of requeſt, to beg the favor ola fine being taken off, which was granted. 


Whilſt 


1 


my 4 — "0 


roads, free from inſpection of neighbours, 
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Whilſt I had been endeavouring to apprehend the footpads who had 
robbed Mr. Bailye, and Meſſrs. Hamp and Butler, I received a letter 
from Sir Francis Skipwith, and one from Lord Aylesford, with account 


of different robberies being committed near Stone- bridge, and in the pa- 


riſh of Packington, in his lordſhip's neighbourhood; I immediately ſent 
off my clerk, and ſome conſtables, to make the neceſſary perſuit and 
enquiry after the highwaymen, and was ſo fortunate as to diſcover the 
rout they had taken; and having taken up their lodgings at a public 
houſe in a bye road, amidſt the out woods within the pariſh of Fillong- 
ley, and but a very little diſtance from a farm, and within ſight of a 
houle of mine, and which appeared to have been the place they had 


retreated to from the great road, after having commuted ſeveral robbe- 


Ties between Meriden and Coleſhill, in the county of Warwick; the 


diſcovery was made by a labourer of mine accidentally calling at the 


Pot-houſe, and ſaw them fitting by the fire, and upon hearing me men- 
tioning the deſcription given of them: upon farther enquiry, I diſco- 
vered the road they took, upon leaving the public houle, and had them 


traced as far as the neighbourhood they lived in; and likewiſe it appear- 


ed they were the ſame men that robbed Mr. Bailye, Mr. Hamp, Mr. But- 
lar, and the rev. Mr. Pearce, who lived at Stoke, near Ludlow in Shrop- 
ſhire, and was then on his way to Mr. Powy's, in Northamptonſhire; 


a ſervant was with him at the time of the robbery. What proved them 
daring villains, they had, previous to the attack upon Mr. Pearce, ſet 


ſnares near Lord Aylesford's houſe, and after committing the robbery, 
ſtaid to take up their nets and game with them; their being ſeen ſo near 
my houſe in the country, to which I frequently went, made me the 
more determined in the perſuit of them. Upon Mr. Pearce's coming to 
me, I again ſent out my clerk, with Mr. Pearce's ſervant, having received 


certain intelligence, the one was adelerterfrom a troop of light horle, and 


lived at Tamworth, the other a labourer who lived in a village in that 
neighbourhood, but both had deſerted their families (upon my having 
cauſed hand bills to be diſperſed) and concealed themſelves in different 
pot houſes that were ſituated on a common in the neighbourhood of 


Appleby, (in Leiceſterſhire) and the collieries. 


* N. B. This ſerves to prove the danger of licenſing houſes thay ſtand alone, or in bye 


Coventry, 
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Coventry, December 23, 1767. 
Whereas John Redfearn, late of Wheatley, in the pariſh of Kingſbury, in the county of 
Warwick, labourer, ſtands charged, on oath, with being concerned with John Nichols, 
lately committed by me to the goal of this city, in divers highway robberies, particularly 
with robbing the Rev, Mr. Pearce, and his ſervant, on Wedneſday, the 16th of this month, 
near Stone-bridge, on the road from Birmingham to Meriden, of a watch and money; the 
watch is delcribed as follows, a ſmall fingle caſe, engraved pinchbeck watch, with an enamel'd 
dial plate, broke in the key-hole and the rim, and a gold kand; the maker's nawe Vigne, 
engraved on the work backwards, thus Engiv;” there was a ſmall plain linked ſteel chain, 
with a ſteel ſeal, being a coat of arms, with a buck's head for the creſt, two ſmall padlock 
keys, a brals watch key, with a ſteel hook to hang it up by, being part of a broken key: 
the ſaid Redfearn is a broad {et man. about thirty-four years of age, five feet five inches high, 
ſtrait ſhort black hair, brown complexion. rather flat or ſnubbed noſe: ſince the above rob- 
bery has been committed, he hath changed his clothes, 'and has on either a light coloured 
drab, or a raven grey coat, {ky blue waiſtcoat, and a clean pair of doe {kin breeches, | 
Whoever {hall apprehend the ſaid Redfearn, and give notice thereof to Alderman Hewitt 
of this city, ſhall be entitled to a reward of five guineas, over and above the forty pounds 
allowed for the apprehending highway men. | 


S IR. Packington, December 26, 1767. 

The ſervice you have done your country by your active and honeſt endeavours, to clear it 
of a gang of robbers, that now iuſeſt it, induces me to mention a robbery committed laſt 
night very near my houſe, on a ſervant of mine; the bearer of this, who will inform you of 
the particulars, and therefore will not mention them, as you will know them from the party 
himſelſ: theſe fellows have been ſeen lurking about this place for ſome days, but J fear no 
perſon can yet give a proper deſcription of them, ſo as they may be apprehended; your aſ- 
fiſtance, and advice, how to act on this occaſion, will greatly oblige, 

| Your humble and obliged ſervant, 


7. Fewut, Eſq; Coventry. AYLE 5 FOR D. 


Aſter great trouble and expence, Nichols was apprehended and ſe- 
cured by my clerk in a ditch: near Appleby, in the county of Leiceſter, 
and brought before me at Coventry, and committed to the goal of that 
city, and before me made a voluntary and full confeſſion of all the rob- 
beries he and Redfearn had committed, upon which I again wrote to 
Mr. Bailye, Butlar, and Hamp, at the lame time publiſhed and diſperſ- 
ed another hand bill, dated Jan. 3, 1768, and in order to deter Red- 
fearn, and the remainder of the gang from repairing to their former 
retreat, I offered an additional reward if taken in the pariſh of Fillong- 
ley or Corley: the following is a copy of the hand bill and letter I re- 
ceived in anſwer to mine from Mr, Bailye of Lichfield. 


8 IX. Lichfield, January g. 1768. 
Mr. Butlar and Hamp called on me the other day, aſter ſeeing you, which I much preſſed 
them to by letter; and they, with my tell, in this part, ſhall uſe our endeavours to apprehend 
Redfearn. 


—_ —— 


— — 


— 
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vertiſement, leaving it to your good judgment to manage the affair. 
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Redfearn, The violence of the weather has hindered my ſeeing Nichols, but ſhall aſſuredly 
when it is more relaxed, and ſomewhat better; nevertheleſs ſhall adhere to the incloſed ad- 
The watch mentioned 
could be very poſitive to, but was greatly flurtied at the time, and indeed took up a man two 
or three days after by candle light, which by the day was releaſed : preſumed as Nichols was 
committed, and (as mentioned in yours) conſeſſed the latter fat, there was not that imme. 
diate occaſion for me, eſpecially as he muſt remain in cuſtody ; add to it, was in hopes, by 
virtue of the circulating papers, the other might be taken alſo, and then have ſeen both of 


them together. Am, Sir, | 
| Your moſt obedient and obliged humble ſervant, 


Joln Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. | W. LY. 


| Coventry, January 3. 1768. 

Whereas James Redſearn, of Wheatley, in the pariſh of Kingſbury, in the county of War- 
wick, labourer, ſtands charged on oath with being concerned with John Nichols (lately 
committed by me to the goal of this city) in divers highway robberies; particularly with 
robbing the Rev. Mr. Pearce and his ſervant, on Wedneſday the 16th of laſt month, near 
Stone-bridge, on the road from Birmingham to Meriden of a watch and money. Whoever 
ſhall apprehend the ſaid Redfearn, will, on his conviction, be entitled to a reward of five 
guineas, over and above the forty pounds allowed for the apprehending of highwaymen. 

And whereas Matthew Builar and Francis Hamp, gentlemen, of the county of Detby, 
were, on the 20th of November laſt, attacked and fired upon by two perſons (unknown) 
armed with piſtols, upon Fradley Common, on the road from Lichfield to Burton, where 
the ſaid Mr. Hamp was dangerouſly wounded by a ball through his throat and neck; and 
there is great reaſon io believe that the ſaid Redfearn, or others of his accomplices and gang 
to which he belongs, were the perſons who ſo fired upon the ſaid gentlemen, and wounded 


1 2 


Nr. Hamp: As a further encouragement for the apprehending and bringing to juſlice the 


perſons who were guilty of that villainous attack, 1 do hereby promiſe to pay the ſum of 

ten guineas to any perſon or perſons who ſhall apprehend and ſecure them, and give notice 

thereof to me; the ſaid ten guineas to be paid upon their conviction of that, or any other 

robbery they may have committed on the highway, over and above the allowance by act of 
arliament of 4ol. for the apprehending of highwaymen. 

If any of the ſaid offenders, ſaving and excepting the ſaid Redfearn, or the perſon who did 
actually fire at and wound the ſaid Mr, Hamp, will ſurrender. himſelf, and diſcover his ac- 
complices ſo as they may be brought to juſtice and convicted thereof, ſhall be entitled to his 
Majeſty's pardon and the ſaid reward of ten guineas, over and above what is allowed by act 


oſ parliament: and I do hereby engage to pay the ſum of five pounds, beſides the ten guineas, 


in caſe any of the ſaid offenders are apprehended in the pariſh of Fillongley, or Corley, in 
the county of Warwick. 
J. HE WITT: 


NB. By an act of parliament, any perſon being at large, having committed any robbery, 
and afterwaids diſcovers two or more perſons who have committed any robberies, ſo as two 
or more of the perſons diſcovered ſhall be convicted of ſuch robbery or robberies, the offender 
ſo diſcovering will be intitled to his majeſty's pardon for all robberies which he or they ſhall 
have commiucd. 

The ſaid Redfearn is a broad ſet man, about 34 years of age, 5 feet 5 inches high, flraic 
ſhort black hair, brown complexion, round face, rather a flat or ſnubbed noſe, did very 
lately wear a white ticken frock, but dirty, but is now ſuppoſed to have chauged his dreſs, 
and has on cither a light coloured drab, or a raven grey coat, a ſky blue waiſtcoat, with a 
flanuel one under it, and a clean pair of doe {kin breeches. | Upon 
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| Upon the examination of Nichols, I took devs the houſes and places 

of. retreat, uſed by him and Redſearn, and after unwearied pains, and 
various ſtratagems, Redfearn Was taken, and brought likewife to Coven- 
try, and committed by me to the goal of that; city; it is unneceſſary for 
me to explain by what authority committed them for facts committed 
by them in the county of Warwick but the application made. to. me, 


ſhews the opinion the noble and reſpectable perſons had of mè at this 


period, in preference to the then active countymagiſtrates, and thęgeneral 
opinion of my proceedings and abilities as a magiſtrate. Among other 
robberies Red fearn Rood charged with, were, the breaking into a houle 
at Manceter, the ſtopping and robbing Mr Lythal of Hart's Hill, and a 
Mr. Hubbard of. Wheatley, the latter, getting from him, he directly fired 
at him, but fortunately Mr. Hubbard eſcaped unhurt ; they were both 

removed to Warwick, in order for trial at the following aſſues, and 
Mr. Pearce and firvahe bound to appear, and proſecute them there. 

At the aſſizes Redfearn was tried, and Nichols admitted an evidence, 
for the robbery of Mr: Pearce before Mr. Juſtice Aſton ; his perſon and 
dreſs were both poſſitively ſworn to by Mr. Pearce's ſervant; and which 
Redſearn had before acknowledged was the ſame he had on at the time 
of their committing the robbery ;- their brutal behaviour, and firing.on, 

and wounding Mr Hamp, occalioned in the court an immediate _ 
muring, being ſiruck with horror upon hearing the relation thereof, i 
the confeſſion of Nichols; the judge called out for ſilence, but not GG 
directly attended to, he with great violence and emotion called out to 
the foreman of the jury, who had complained he could not hear the 
evidence of the witneſs then before the court, Juryman, if they , won't 


be ſilent, acquit the priſoner, and let them be fired upon again; the 


foreman of the jury turning firſt to the other jurymen, called out almoſt 
in an inſtamt of time, Sir, we find the. priſoner not guilty; and he was 
directly diicharged, without giving time for the lodging a detainer againſt 
him for facts committed in the county of Stafford; che whole court 
was ſtruck ſilent with the wanton acquittal, and the injuſtice done 
che country by the unjuſt verdict, , and the ſneech of. the K will ever, 
be remembered by the reſpectable perſons then on the grand jury, and 
attending in court, as they all conſidered themſelves injured, and their 


lives expoſed chereby to the greateſt danger, it the eſcape of fiich' daring” 


villains with impunity ; I ſhall make no reflections, the juſtice being 


NOW deceaſed, but ſuch, a wanton and ſtrange conduct is 5 without a pre- 
1 cedent 
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cedent either before or ſince that period, and I have only to add, I un- 
dertook the perſuit of the offenders uponMr. Pearce's robbery, reiying 
on a letter I received from Sir F. S. but to this hour I have never re- 
ceived one penny conſideration for my expence or trouble. | 


Proceedings, &c. in the year 1768, in the apprehending the Coalheavers. 


SIR, Bow Street, Covent Garden, Fune 15, 1768. 
Am directed by Sir John Fielding, and che other magiſtrates fitting at this office, (who are 
" buſy on the preſent occaſion) to tranſmit the incloſed advertiſements to you, as there is at 
leaſt a probability of the villains being bound for Ireland, and the magiſtrates here think it 
needleſs, and rather impertinant to inſtruct you what directions to give touching this matter, 
your vigilence and abilities being ſo well eſtabliſted, and univerſally acknowledged; am 


therefore for the juſtices, | Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| W. MARS D E N. 


St. James 5, June 14. 1768. 

* Whereas, it has been humbly repreſented to the king, that James Murphy, Lairey Kin- 
ſhelo, John Coſtello, Daniel Shield, and John Holland. coalheavers, ſtand charged on oath 
before Sir John Fielding, knight; and W. Kelynge, eſq; two of his majeſties juſtices of the 

| peace, with the wilful murder of John Beaty, a mariner, lately belonging to the Freelove, from 
Whitby, on Tueſday the 24th day of May laſt, near Shadwell dock, by wounding him in a 
barbarous manner with cutlaſſes: his majeſty is hereby pleaſed to promiſe, that whoever 
will apprehend the ſaid James Murphy, Lairey Kinſhelo, or John Holland, and bring them, 
or either of them, before the ſaid magiſtrates, or give ſuch notice as may be the means of 

their being apprehended, ſhall receive Fifty Pounds reward on each of their commitments, 
they being principally concerned in the ſaid murder; and that Twenty Pounds reward ſhall 
alſo be paid upon apprehending the reſt, on each of their commitments, by the hands of the 


ſaid Sir John Fielding. WEYMOU T 
H. 


N. B. They are all Iriſh; Lairey Kinſhelo lives in the Orchard, Shadwell, is about five 
feet 6x inches high, thick made, and a bit out of the tip of his noſe; John Holland is about 

| the ſame height, rather thinner, a down look, with a yellow complexion; John Coſtello is 
about the fame beight, and thick made. F | 


SIR, | Coventry, * 19, 1768. 
Agreeable to the orders and inſtructions received from you yeſterday, I proceeded in pur- 
ſoit, and by the authority of Sir J. Fielding's warrant, apprehended James Murphy, and 
three others of thoſe notorious offenders advertiſed, the coalheavers, at a lodging bouſe in 
Stonhill, in the county of Stafford, and have brought them ſafe, and lodged them in the goal 


of this city, waiting your farther directions. Am your moſt humble ſervant, 
| ö | A. z —— 
SIR, | New Broad Street, London, Fune 21, 1768, 


1 am informed by a letter from Lord Weymouth's office, andalſo by another from — John 
| N ielding, 
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Fielding, that James Murphy, who murdered Beaty, and two other cbalheavers advertiſed 
in the London gazette, and in cuſtody in your town, that you are {et out from London this 
day, to be preſent at the examinationof theſe perſons; I ſend this to inform you, that as ſoon 
as it is poſſible for me to get one, or more perſons, who know theſe men, (which 1 hope I 
ſhall be able to do by noon to-morrow) they ſhall be ſent down. in a poſt chaiſe, and 1 beg 
the priſoners may not be releaſed till their arrival; if they ſhould prove to be the men adver- 
tifed, then you will ſend them with a ſtrong guard (which I imagine you bave authority to 
procure from any of the king's troops quartered near you) to London, to be committed here. 
| I am, Sir, your obedient bumble ſervant, 


T. NUT HAL I. 


Upon the receipt of theſe letters, and the ſucceis attending the per- 
ſuit, I directly wrote to Lord Weymouth, and likewiſe to Lord Barring- 
ton, to requeſt the neceſſary guard for the conveying the priſoners to 
London, and received the following anſwers from Lord Weymouth and 


Lord Barrington. : 


S I R, : St. James's, Tune 21, 1768. 

Immediately upon the information you tranſmitted to me of the coal- 
heavers being taken at Coventry, I applicd to the ſecretary at war, who 
has given the proper orders to the military quartered in that town, to 
give you ſuch aſſiſtance as you ſhall require; as well for the ſecurity of 
the priſoners while there, and for eſcorting them to town, which I hope 
will be done with as much expedition as poſſible : I have alſo directed 
the ſolicitor of the treaſury to ſend ſomebody to prove the identity of 
the priſoners. I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, | 

To John Hewitt, Eſq; Covenry. WEYMOUTH. 


War Office, June 21, 1768. 

Lord Barrington preſents his compliments to Mr. Hewitt, and begs 
leave to acquaint him that orders are ſent by this days poſt to the of 
cer commanding the troops of the tenth regiment of dragoons, to give 
aſſiſtance, in caſe it ſhall be required by the civil magiſtrates, either 
for preſerving the peace, or preventing the reſcue of the men lately ta- 
ken up for the murder of Beaty, or for mounting a guard during their 
continuance in the goal at Coventry, or for ſafely eſcorting them to 
Newgate in London, as occaſion ſhall require: this order is ſent by the di- 
rection of the ſecretary of ſtate. | | 


Agreeable to Lord Weymouth's requeſt the priſoners were detained, 
and ſent to London. 
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The following is the remainder of the liſt of tranſports, from page 
234 of that liſt, as1s before given. 


Years. 

1760 Chriſt Woodhouſe 7 Aſſizes. William Vaſſey 
1763 Jan Davidſen 
Chr. Seſ. William Tindale 
Miaſum. Thomas Watſon 

Sefhions. Mary Cooper 


G.Q S:\.Eleanor Clark 7 
Aſſues Marg. wife of Chr.) 


Jobſon, alias ; 
MaryClennell f 4 
ſpinſter 


Jan. Eliz. Clark alias 
1759 LongPeg,hang- ( 7 

- ed at Coventry 

Eleanor Scott 

Ann Tompſon 

James Barber 

Jane Nixon 

Jane Atkinſon 

Martha Hunter 


1762 Elizabeth Baxter 
Michael. Jane Smith 
Seſſions. Thomas Watſon 


Mic. Sej. Mary Lithgow 


From NEWCASTEE.” 
1756 Thomas Hughes 
George ie 7 > 6 


Years. 


Mary Knkup 


James Coverell. -. 
Robert Cuthbertfon 
Jane Wallis 

Ann Gardner 

Ann Thompſon 
Mary Burn 
Catherine Netherly 7 
Jane Campbell 7 
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Years, 


- 1738 William Pettet 7 
Valter Laveric 
Robert Foreſter 
John Robſon 
Joſeph Humble 


IJ 241 — 41 — 


Thomas Charlton 7 
Sarah Anderſon 14 
Jane Anderſon 7 
Margatet Anderſon 7 
hanged atiCoveniry,” 
Eleanor Browell 7 
Elizabeth Coates 7 . 
Ilabella Trup 1 
Margery Greenwater 7 
Eleanor Cockburn 7 
MaceySmith: 7 


; Iſabella Farguſon 137 


11759, 


Jane Sharp 


7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
Ann Anderſon 7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 


1757 John Scott. 
1758 Richard Curtes 


Life 


Mary Pyburn 


John Whitlock 7 


William Robertſon 7 


David Millar 
14 1760 Mary Robſon 


7 
Ilſabel]l Kennedy 7 
7 


1761 Elizabeth Millar, 


» 
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Erratas in the undermentioned Pages of this Book. 


Viz. Page 89, for Riley John, read Riley Johnſon.—Page 92, line 12, ſor Richard Smith, 
read Richard Swift, page 146 for 136.— Page 205. for ſupcene,, read ſubpœne, Page 
289. Lord Cravea's letter, for robber ſes, read robber ies. — Page 327. for Paget, read 
Patchett, in Neri 9 examination, | 
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SPITAL FIELD CURES 


Whitehall, September 30, 1769. 
HEREAS it has been humbly repreſented.to the king, That a number of perfons 
have of late frequently aſſembled themſelves together in the night, in difguiſe, armed 
with piſtols, cutlaſſes, and other offenſive weapons, and forcibly entered the-dwelling houſes, 
and ſhops of ſeveral journeymen weavers reſiding in and near Spitalfields, and, aſter putting 
them in corporal fear, and danger of their lives, cut to pieces and deſtroyed the filk-works 
manufacturing in the looms: and whereas Michael Moore, William Osfort, William Duff, 
Andrew Mahoney, Joleph Coleman, John Flannagen, and Cornelius Maboney, (a deſcrip- 
tion of whom follows this advertiſement) ſtand charged upon oath before Sir John Fielding. 
knight, one of his majeſty's juſtices of the peace, with having feloniouſly, wilfully, and ma- 
liciouſly, cut and deſtroyed a quantity of wrought filk, to wit, bombazeen ſülk, in the loom 
of Thomas Poor: His majeſty is hereby pleaſed to promiſe, that whoever will apprehend 
the ſaid Michael Moore, William Osfort, William Dult, Andrew Mahoney, Joſeph Cole- 
man, John Flannagen, and Cornelius Mahoney, and bring them, or either of them, before 
the ſaid magiſtrate, or give ſuch notice as may be the means of their being apprehended, 
ſhall receive Hi Pounds reward on the conviction of each of them; and that Twenly Pounds 
reward ſhall alſo. be paid for apprehending any others concerned in the above offences, on + 
each of their commitment by the ſaid Sir John Fielding; the ſaid rewards to be paid by the 
right honorable the lords commiſſioners of his majeſty's treaſury: And if any of the perſons 
who have been actually concerned in feloniouſly, wilfully, and maliciouſly cutting and de- 
ſtroying the ſilk goods in the looms, will ſurrender themſelves to the above magiſtrate, and 
give evidence againſt their accomplices, ſo that two or more be convicted, ſuch perfon or 
perſons ſhall be admitted as evidence for the crown, have his majeſty's moſt gracious par- 
don, aud receive Ten Pounds on ſuch conviction, to be paid as above. | 
g ROCHFORD. 
AP Deſcription of the above-mentioned perſons. : | 

Michael Moore, middle fize, fair, thick ſet, about thirty years of age. William Osfort 
tall, thin, pale, about thirty years of age, a light ſurtout coat, lodges in Lamb's Alley, Bi- 
ſhopſgate-ſtreet —William Duff, thick ſquat, broad ſhouldered, fair face, about thirty years 
of age. Andrew Mahoney, very thin, ſhort, ſwartby, fharp-viſaged, about twenty four years 
of age, new drab ſurtout.-=Joſeph Coleman, tall, carbuncle face, goes by the nick-name of 
Jolly Dog —-John Flannagen, tall, well-looking man, uſed to wear a black patch on his 
temple. Cornelius Mahoney, ſhort, well made, arm broken near the wrifl, lodges in Pope's - 
Head court, in Quakers-ſtreet, drab Bath ſurtout. 6 


SI R, | 2 London, Oflober 6, 176g. 
Il am directed by Sir John Fielding to preſent his reſpectful compliments to you, and to 
acquaint you, that information has been made upon oath againſt the perſons mentioned in 
the incloſed warrants and advertiſement, that diligent ſearch was made this morning after 
thoſe mentioned in the warrant, and from what can be diſcovered, it ſeems very likely that 
they are gone to Coventry, they being all ribbon weavers, and ſome of them Coventry men, 
particularly Major Baker, and Hercules otherwiſe Ark Baker, who are two brothers, and. 


whole father was a Fiſhmonger in Coventry: As to thoſe advertiſed, they are moſt, or all 
| | | of 


* ” 
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of them Iriſhmen, and probably may paſs by Coventry for Ireland ; Sir John Fielding ear- 
neſtly begs you would cauſe them to be apprehended if poſſible, ſhould they come that way. 
On Saturday night laſt we had a ſmart ſkirmiſh with the curters, in which a ſoldier was killed; we 
took four into cuſtody, two of whom we are pretty confident will prove cutters: the reſt made 
their eſcape, leaving their arms, which conſiſted of a blunderbuſs, four pair of pillols, and 
eight or ten {words and cutlaſſes. Theſe villains have reigned a long time, and done much 


injury to the public, which will be ſufficient inducement to a gentleman of your known ac- 


tivity and public ſpirit, to cauſe ſtrict enquiry to be made after them within your juriſdiction, 


I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
J. LE IG H., Clerk to Sir John Fielding. 


Middleſex, and city ag To wit To all Conſlables, and other his Majeſty's Officers of the Peace 
liberty of WeſtminRer. . for the ſaid County, City, and Liberty, whom theje may concern. 
Theſe are in his majeſty's name to command you and every of you, upon fight hereof, to 
take and bring before me, or ſome other of his majeſty's juſtices of the peace forthe ſaid coun- 
ty, city, and liberty, the bodies of Major Baker, Ark Baker, and Robert Joy, of whom you 
ſhall have notice, to anſwer to all ſuch matter and things as on his majeſty's behalf are 
on oath objected againſt them by Thomas Haines, for having feloniouſly, -wiltully, and ma- 
liciouſly cut and deſtroyed the looms of ſeveral perſons, and the works in the ſame, againſt 
the ſtatute, &c. | | 
Hereof fail not at your peril. Given under my hand and feal, this 3th day of October, 

in the year of our Lord, 1769. | | 

J. FIELDING. 


| Middleſex, and city and To wi To all Conſlables, and other his Majeſly's Officers of the Peace 
liberty of Weſtminſter. o Wik. for the ſaid County, City, and Liberty, whom theſe may concern. 

| Theſe are in his majeſty's name to command you, and every of you, upon fight hereof, to 

take and bring before me, or ſome other of his majeſty's juſtices of the peace for the ſaid 

county, city, and liberty, the bodies of James Cox and William Tilley, of whom you {hall 

have notice, to anſwer to all ſuch matter and things as on his majeſty's behalf are on oath 

objected againſt them, by Thomas Haines, for feloniouſly, wilfully, and maliciouſly cutting 

and deſtroying the looms of ſeveral perſons, and the works in the ſame, againſt the ſtatute, &c. 
Hereof fail not at your peril, Given under my hand and ſeal, this 3th day of October, in 

the year of our Lord, 1769. | 

J., FIELDING. 


Middleſex, and city and . To all Conſlables, and other his Maje/ly's Officers of the Peace 
liberty of Weſtminſter. ö To Wil. the ſaid County, City, and Ti wk ” may concern. 
| Theſe are in bis majeſty's name to command you and every of you, upon fight hereof, to 
take and bring before me, or ſome other of his majeſty's juſlices of the peace for the ſaid 
county, city, and liberty, the bodies of John Carmichael, William. Hughes, Nathaniel 
Smith, and Thomas Haywood, of whom you ſhall have notice, to anſwer to all ſuch matter 
and things as on his majeſty's behalf are on oath objected againſt them by Thomas Haines, 
for feloniouſly, wilfully, and malicioufly cutting and deſtroying che looms of ſeveral perſons, 
and the works io the ſame, againſt the ſtatute, &c. 
| Hercof fail not at your peril. Given under my hand and ſeal, this 5th day of October, in 
the year of our Lord, 1769. | | | ; 
J. FIELDING. 
| Having 
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Having received the gazette from Lord Wentworth's office, on the 


receipt of the ſoregoing letter and advertiſement, I immediately ſent 


out proper perſons to make inquiry at the houſes where the filk wea- 
vers generally reſorted to, if any ſtrangers were come tio town; and up- 


on finding there were ſeveral who had arrived from London that even- 


ing, and one of them a man named Carmichael, a perſon I had ſome 
time before brought to me for buying of ribbands from the undertakers 


and ribbon weavers, and whom I had admitted an evidence, and one 
amongſt the number now charged as a cutter; I iſſued my warrant, and 
gave the conſtables very firict charge to proceed with caution and ſe- 


crecy ; but they not purſuing the inſtructions I gave them, or from fear. 
they permitted them to eſcape, being four or five, and I had great. 


realon to believe from the fear of arms they were told they had with 
them: it was not until the next morning I had the account brought me 
of their ill ſucceſs, determined to try ſome other perſons, without making 
my plan known to them until the moment they were to ſet out, ſuſpect- 
ing the men were gone towards Lichheld, delired them nor to flop un- 
til they reached Meriden, and as ſoon as it was dark, to ſearch every 


lodging-houſe; thole new officers promiſed me they would uſe their ut- 
moſt endeavours, and called their brother conſtables cowards and trai- 
tors. However having lome doubts how far they were to be relied up- 


on: I ſome time after followed them in a poſt chaiſe, expeCting to find 


them at the Bull's Head Inn, where I defired them to enquire for the 


conſtable of the village; but upon my arrival there, and waiting ſome 
time, thinking I might have paſſed them on the road; but no conſtable 


appeared. I then called the poſt boy that drove me, and gave him money 


to drink, and to call at the ſeveral lodging-houſes in the place, and to 
take notice what company was there, and if any Coventry people that 


he knew. After ſome time he returned; but no one from Coventry to 
be met with; but at one of the houſes there were ſeveral ſtrangers, and 
from the deſcription he gave of one of them, I was pretty ſure one of 


them was one of the cutters deſcribed in the Gazette. 


1 then finding my conſtables had deceived me again, ſent for the con- 


ſtable of the village, and after a good deal of perſuaſion, upon my pro- 


miſing to go with him, he conſented. to attend me on this dangerous 
buſineſs; the account of the ingagement with the cutters and Sir John's 
men in London, and the guards had occaſioned the fear and apprehen- 


tions that had ſcared the country people. Aſter the peruſing the de- 


ſcription 
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cription of the men named in the Gazette, and warrants fent me, I 


went to the lodging-houſes, attended by the poſt boy, conſtable, and oft- 
ler; upon going into the kitchen without the ceremony of knocking at 
the door, I found one of the men, the others being gone to bed; this firſt 
man appearing to be one of the men advertiſed. 1 immediately charged 
the conſtable with him, and the landlord to aſſiſt him, and at their pe- 
rils to permit him to eſcape, and then demanded the landlord to ſhew 
me the rooms where the other ſtrangers lay, and with the poſt boy aſter 
me, I immediately ran up ſtairs, and in the firit bed- room, found ſeveral 


perſons, who ſeeing me enter the room, all ſtarted upright; but after 


viewing their faces, I told them my name, and commanded them at 


their peril not to ſtir, and obſerving another room door, I directly at- 


tempted to open it, but found ſome reſiſtance; I then ſtamped with my 


foot at the place of the lock hole, and with great violence at one puſh, 


the door gave way, and I there found a man, who upon examination, 
anſwered likewiſe the diſcription, having a ſhort dirk in my drawn 1n 
my hand, Icharged the poſt boy and another with him, and that they might 
be the more reſolute with their charge, I told them I apprehended them 
for a murder that had been committed, and which all the other people 
believing to be true, it had a very great effect on them; after having 
cauſed the two men apprehended to be ſcarched, I had them immedi- 
ately taken to my inn, not knowing what the other perſons might be, 


who were kept in bed, (being ſix or eight men) did not think it ſafe to 


give them time for recollection, being aſſured by the man of the houſe 


that they were ſlrangers to the other perſons; and that two men who 


were in company with them, were gone on towards Coleſhill, and did not 


flop a moment at their houſe: 1 charged the firſt man I ſeized by the 
name of Mahoney, and upon examining his arm, I had no doubt of his 


being the man, though he pretended he had wrapt a rag about it, on 


account of a hurt he had received that day on the road: the other man, 


who I called by the name of Osfort, ke denied his name, and any know- 


ledge of Mahoney, and that his name was William Stroud. As ſoon as 
the neceſſary ſteps were taken to ſecure them, I had them placed in a 


"Chaiſe, and the conſtable between them, and ſet out for Coventry, and 
after two hours examination, about two in the morning, committed them 
to Coventry goal, determining to purſue the other men who eſcaped the 
night before from Coventry. - Fo p 


I ordered a poſt-chaiſe and freih horſes, and with two men of tried 
Ba | 5 courage 
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courage, I had called up to attend me with arms, after a ſhart time of 
reſt and refreſhment, -poſted for Coleſhill; at the ſame time diſpatched 
a perſon the Cheſter road, by way of Caſtle Bromwich and Four Croſſes, 


in caſe of intelligence or not to meet me at Lichfield: at the entrance 


of Coleſhill town I directed the man that attended me to enquire at a 
lodging houſe there, when the woman of the houſe ſaid there was a man 
lodged there laſt night, and from the deſcription ſhe gave of him, and 
afterwards repeated to me, I had no doubt he was another of the gang, 
and anſwered the deſcription of Carmichael, determined to perſue him, 
I ordered freſh horſes, and ſent the man on towards Lichfield, following 
him as ſpeedily as I could; upon my arrival at Lichfield, the man in- 
formed me he had enquired at the ſeveral public houſes on the way there, 
and had received the ſame intelligence, which agreed with the account 
at Coleſhill, and that he had paſſed the toll-gate on the road to Rudg- 
ley, the man from the other road coming in from the Four Crofles, I 
directly ſent them off, who with another poſt boy and freſh horſes, traced 
the ſame man to Rudgley town, but enquiry being made at the public 
houſes and lodging houſe, they found they had been perſuing a man 
of that town, and being ſatisfied that he was the ſame man ſtarted at 
Colelhill, all their hopes and expectations were immediately at an end, 
and they returned towards Lichfield without expecting the leaſt proba- 
bility of ſucceſs; I returned to Coleſhill without waiting their coming, 
and it being the night of the poſt coming upwards, I deſired Mr. Fern 
to let me know by the poſt boy if any further intelligence was received, 
and I ſhould ſtay at Coleſhill, being moſt heartily tired and fatigued for 
want of reſt. 

Whilſt I waited, with great anxiety of mind, the arrival of the poſt boy 


from Lichfield, his arrival was anounced veryearly in the morning at the 


inn door, at Coleſhill, by the blowing of his horn; being in bed, I heard 
him tell the oftler they were bringing the man from Lichfield, who was 
taken the night before, and which the oſtler immediately came to my 
chamber door to inform me of; and in a very ſhort [pace ot time aſter 
I was up, the men arrived with their priſoner, who upon light I re- 
collected to be John Carmichael, and I immediately calling him by his 
name, told him I did not expect to have ſeen him ſo ſoon again, and 
ſorry for the cauſe that had occalioned it; the anſwer he made was, 


Iam ſorry too, for by Ged I did not want to ſee you. IL. Was a ſtranger _ 


to the 4 STO: at Rudgley, until I was informed ol it by the con- 
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flable and aſſiſtants, who gave me the extraordinary account as follow- 
eth. That on their return from Rudgley, about two miles on the left 
hand, on a common, a man came over a ſtile from a foot path into the 
great road, one of them directly ſuſpecting he might be the man they 
wanted, rode up to him, and his drels and perſon anſwering the deſcrip- 
tion I had given them, immediately ſeized him, and by the aſſiſtance of 
his companions, after ſome reſiſtance, ſecured him, and carried him 
priſoner to Lichfield, and notwithſlanding the account he gave, and the 
denying of his name, brought him forwards to Colethill, as before is 
related; he had perſiſted in his not being the man, and pretended to 
come ſrom a different part of the country, from Nuneaton and Tam- 
worth, and that was the firſt ſtep he ſet his foot on the great road from 
Coventry, and this account upon examination I found to be ſtrictly 
true, and that their meeting was a very extraordinary circumſtance, for 
it appeared he left Coventry early on Sunday, and went by the Bulkin- 
ton road, and through Nuneaton without calling; ſo that no diſcovery 
was made of his, or any of his accomplices going that road; and he 
had moſt certainly eſcaped to the north where he was making for, it 
that incidental account received of a man, of ſimilar dreſs and perſon 
had not been received at Coleſhill; and which perſon, not being over- 
taken until he had led them, in their purſuit after him, to Rudgley in 
Staffordſhire: for Carmichael had paſled through Faſeley, and on the foot 
path a little diſtant from Lichfield, and the Cheſter road by that City; 
lo that there was not the leaſt chance of meeting him, or receiving any 
account of the road he had taken: after the people that attended him 
had refreſhed themſelves and horles, they proceeded with him to Coventry, 
where I commited, and ſent immediate advice of my proceedings to Lord 
Weymouth, and Sir John Fielding, and received the following anſwer, 
gat + B. u Street, Oder 18, 1769. 

Sir John Fielding preſents his compliments to Mr. Hewitt, is glad to hear of his ſucceſs; 
if Cornelius Mahoney's companion is an innocent man, and will give an account of the per- 
ſons be came out of London with : has cauſed an enquiry to be made afier him at Brown's, 
where he {aid he had lodged, and finds rather a ſuſpicious account; will write to him again 
immediately after the ſeſſion, and is with unfeigned truth, his reſpectſul friend, and 

Obedient humble feryant, 

Joln Hewitt, Lü; Coventry. | | E 
Upon receipt of the above letter I ſent off the priſoners with a ſtron 
guard for London, and received the following account of their ſafe ar- 

rival and delivery there. 
| SIR, 
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We all got ſafe to London, and lodged them ſafe in Clerkenwell Bridewell for examination 
to-mortow morning at 9 o'clock. Sir John Fielding's men met us on uhis ſide Illington with 
a coach. I am, Sir, Your obedient humble Copa.” 

Oflober 20. B. GOODE. 

P. S. Three of them were this day convicted at the Old Bailey. 


I had likewiſe the following letter, with another that is loſt, from Sir 
John F n 


London, Oflober 20, 1769. 
Sir John Fielding's compliments to Mr. Alderman Hewitt, lince he gave his letter to the 
goaler, finds that the man who called himſelf William Stroud, turns out W. Ostort, the 
perſon he apprehended him for. 


$2. K. St. 7ames's, Oftober 21, 1769. 

I am aqiredted by Lord Weymouth to acquaint vou, that Sir John Fielding hath been with. 
his lord{hip, and hath propoſed that the rewards advertiſed for apprehending the cutters, 
ſhould be ſent to you, as you will diſtribute them properly, and as the zeal and activity with 
which you attended to this buſineſs, makes you the bell judge of the diſtribution. The ex- 
pences of the bringing up the three priſoners has been defrayed, and the reward for Carmi- 
chael, being twenty pounds, is incloſed, aud the other rewards ſhall be tranſmitted to you on 
the conviction of the offenders; * Lord Weymouth direQs me to acquaint you, that he can- 
not too (irongly recommend to you a continuation of that active and ſpirited part which you: 
Lave taken on this occaſion, I am, with great regard, Sir, 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


Jolin Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. ROBERT WO O D. 
N. B. Wete not tried till aſterwards. 
S IX. St, James's, December 16, 1769. 


In conſequence of your letter to Mr. Wood, of the 14th inſtant, I have his directions to: 
ſend you, as I accordingly do, herewith incloſed, the ſum of 1111, 14s. the receipt of 
which L mult beg the favour of you to acknowledge to Mr. Wood, in a line or two by return 
of poſt. I am, with great reſpect, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


To John Hewut, 2% Coventry, JOHN LARPENT. 

Upon receipt of the above letter I immediately divided the premium, 
after deducting the expences and bills I had paid, taking receipts from 
each perſon. I afterwards apprehended and committed another of the 
gang, Andrew Rogan, and paid the expences and habeas, which I am. 
till out of the pocket, | 

The following was the laſt letter I had relating to the cutters; ing 
my whole dependance on the reward I had ſo repeatedly been promiſed, 
being ſpeedily conſidered. 


London, February 12, 1770. 
' Sir John Fielding preſents his reſpects to Mr. Alderman Hewitt, has informed Mr. Nuthall. 
of Andrew Rogan being in cuftody, but he has decl.ned the . of proſecuting him, 
thinkivg the IE not ſufficient. 
The 
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The following being the lateſt account of the remains of the gang ſent 
me, I have placed it in the courſe of the year I received it; I ſhall have 
occaſion to mention hereafter at a more diſtant time, the laſt of thoſe 


notorious people being brought before me, in the year 1781. 

 Worſhiptul S. I K. | | * London, Sepicmber 2, 1769. 

By the character that you bear, I am informed that as a magiſtrate you make it your duty 
to clear the county that you reſide in of all vagrants, fhoplifters, houſe- breakers, pickpockets, 
highwaymen, ſharpers, gamblers, &c. &c. therefore I humbly make bold to inform you, that 
at the jubilee at Stratford upon Avon, you will meet with all I have mentioned above ; there 
are no leſs than forty that will ſet out rom London on the ſame occafion, every one to act 
in their different ſtations; among whom will be the fainous Ann Cole, otherwiſe Jackſon, 
' ſhe is in the liſt of the Coventry gang, that you advertiſed ſometime ago; likewiſe the famous 
Jane Bailey, otherwiſe Jenny Wilſon, otherwiſe Fall, and fiſter-in-law to W. Smith, that was 
cranſported from Morpeth; you will alſo fee Francis Unwin, that was concerned in company 
with Duplex and Palleſter, to rob Mr. Fearn, at the Swan, Lichfield ; likewiſe you will find 
ſeveral others that are too tedious to mention at preſent : If Stratford is out of your juriſdiction 
I humbly hope that you will be kind enough tor the good of the public in general, to inform 
the acting magiſtrates about that quarter, of what I have wrote to you. They will all be dreſt 
like gentry, and I do ſuppole that ſome of them will be at the maſquerade, in diſguiſe, par- 
ticularly Jenny Bailey, for it is ſuppoſed ſhe is worth five or fix hundred pounds, which ſhe 
has got by picking of pockets within this three years; ſhe is very tall, flender waiſt, but ſtout- 
ly made, has more the gait of a man than a woman, her face is much pock freited, a mole on 
her right cheek, which ſhe covers. with a black patch, ſhe has the mark of a cut about a half 
inch long on her upper lip, one end thereof points to ber ear, her ſkin is of the colour ol a 
tallow candle that is changed to a yellow hue, her age about foriy, or upwards, her dreſs I 
cannot be particular in, but do ſuppoſe ſhe will come down in a white bonnet, a white riding 
jacket and petticoat, a hunting ſaddle, and a brown bay borſe; Ann Jackſon is an old Iriſh 
woman of the Romiſh proſeſſion, ſtoops in the ſhoulder, ſometimes walks wich a ſtick with 
a crooked head to it, ſhe is full eved, ſpeaks broad Iriſh, of a common ſize, and troubled 
with the rheumatiſm in her feet, ſhe will alſo have a ſtout Iriſh girl with her, about two or 
three and twenty years of age, the is not her daughter; Francis Unwin is a mean looking fel- 
low, a thin face, pitted with the ſmall pox, long noſe, and has the-reſemblance of a Jew, he 
is thin legged, and turns his toes out. The way to detect the women picking of pockets, 
muſt be in the following method, when they go to work, as they call it, there is three or four 
goes together, one 4s to pick the pocket, the others are-employed to make a buſtle and con- 
tafion, and likewiſe to look out it any perſon takes notice; therefore if you ſet any party to 
detec them, they muſt be very cautious that they are not obſerved in watching them, for if 
they have the leaſt item that any perſon takes noice, they fhiit to another quarter immediately; 
they often have a perfon {tailing at a diſtance, or at ſome public houſe not far from them, 
to receive all, Which they call the plant; ſo that ifanv of the party that is at work is appre- 
hended, there is nothing found; upon them, and by that, means they often eſcape juſtice. 

As I have laid down the plan ſo plain, they may eaſily be detected; if they put up at any 
inn, they generally hide their ill- gotten pelf ſomewhere about the houſe, in order that nothing 
might be found on them; if you lind any thing on them, advertiſe them in the chiee public 
papers, and if any thing will affect them, I will let you know. If you find any diamond 
rings on Jenny, you may depend they are ſtolen; ſhe had a very good one at laſt Barnet 


races, and laſt winter ſhe had ſome diamond rings from out of a portmantua that was flolen 
| from 
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from behind a gentleman's poſt-chaife. I have an opportunity of knowing theſe people's 
proceedings, by making ule of a public houſe where theſe gentry reſort, they have a good 
opinion of my fidelity, and do uot ſcruple of talking before me, which has put it in my 
Power to cauſe two ofthem to be tranſported at Briſtol for ER country man of 4ol. 
I did it by this very ſame method that I have taken with you; therefore if you publiſh or 
or make it known that you have received this letter. you will put it out of my power of ever 
ſerving the public for the future, for if I ſhould be ſuſpected, I ſhall never be admitted into 
their honourable company any more. I am, Sir, with humble ſubmiſſion, 

| Yout worſhip's, and the public's moſt obedient ſervant. 


— 
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Letters and correſpondence with Sir John Fielding, in the years 1770, 
and 1773. | 


SIR, London, February 19. 1770. 

I am directed by Sir John Fielding to acquaint you that William Bayley, whoſe houſe was 
broke open ſome time ago, 4c now come ta.tawn from Cheſhire, where he has been for ſome 
time paſt, and that he this morning informed Sir John Fielding that Andrew Rogan lands 
indicted for that robbery : if you'll be pleaſed to detam Rogan for a little time longer, until 
a certificate of his inditment can be procured, that ſhall be ſent to you, in conſequence where- 
of he will be moved to London, by order of court, at your next aſſizes. I am, Sir, 

. Your humble ſervant, 9 
J. LEIGH. 


Sir John Fielding preſents his reſpectſul compliments to Mr. Alderman Hewitt, and ac- 
quaints him he has juſt been informed by one Captain Baldwin, of the guards, on his jour- 
in a ſtage coach, on the 13th of (tober laſt, on the heath between Meriden and Coventry, 
he was attacked by a fingle footpad, about twelve o'clock at night, whom the Captain ſhot, 
and he ſuppoſed he could not recover. Should be glad to know if the man is found, or 
what information Mr. Hewitt has received relative to the above tranſaction ; Sir John is of 
opinion that it is one Richard Birch, who was ſhot fome time ago near London, in attempt- 
ing to rob the Newcaſtle coach, and afterwards eſcaped out of the hoſpital; his father lives 
at Yardley, near Birmingham, and is by trade a gunſmith. 

London, November 4, 1772. 

P. S. The man ſhot by the Captain was about g; feet 7 inches high, hair tied behind, had 
on a blue or green bodied coat, and a drab coloured ſurtout coat bound edges, and his hat 
flapt beſore. | | ; 

Sir John Fielding preſents his compliments to Alderman Hewitt ; acquaints him that about 
ten days ago, one Matthew Doyle, a baker, who did lodge at the Blue Anchor, in Ruſſel 
Street, was apprebended with a brace of piſtols upon him, and moſt undoubtedly either had 
or intended to commit robberies; he will ſay nothing, but I believe Farrel and he are com- 
panions, and that Farrel went away on his being apprehended : Perhaps you may be able to 
perſuade Farrel to become an evidence; if you can do, below you have the deſcription of 
Doyle's piſtols, and as they are not fellows, perhaps one of them may fellow to Farrel's: 
whatever is done muſt be done immediately, as Doyle bas been in cuſtody ten days. Am very 
ſorry to hear you have been ill. | | 

London, December 8, 1772. One 


Letters, &c- from Sir John Fielding, in 1770, and 1772. 


1 One is a half ſtocked pocket piſtol, which ſeems to have had the muzzle filed, with a biafs 

: ſcroll on one ſide, no cap at the end of the lock, nor any guard over the trigger, the name 

on the lock J. Baniſter: The other ſhorter and full tocked, mounted with ftecl, the plate in 

, "the ſide quite plain, inlaid with gold metal on the top of the barre}, the part between the 
cap and the lock, which 1s called the hand, is remarkable ſmall. 


Upon making enquiry with reſpect to the robbery mentioned by Sir 
John Fielding, in his letter dated November 1, 1772, I found that in the 
month of October preceeding, there had been ſeveral robberies com- 
mitted by a footpad betwixt Coventry, Lichfield, and the Four Croſſes, 
particularly on the Cheſter machine, the one being on Sutton Cold field, 
about three o'clock in the morning, who made his artack with a load- 
ed gun in his hand, at, or near the corner of Sutton park, and robbed 
ſeveral paſſengers that were within, though an outſide paſſenger eſcaped, 
as well as an inſide gentleman, by throwing their purſe and money 
amongſt the ſtraw; the ſame perſon was ſuppoſed to rob a man near to 
Handſworth, and was perſued as far as Alleſley, on the way to Coven- 

try, which was the ſame night the Cheſter coach was ſtopped, near the 
Earl of Aylesford; Captain Baldwyn and ſome ladies being in the coach, 
the captain refuſed to be robbed, and directly fired his piſtol, and 
wounded the robber, whoſe hat was found the next morning bloody, and 
a ſhot had paſſed through the brim, and he was. heard to groan, and 
leaned againſt a gate: the horſes taking fright, run off with the carriage, 
' which favoured his eſcape. The following Saturday another robbery 
was committed betwixt Birmingham and Caſtle Bromwich, and there 
were reaſons to ſuſpect, though only one appeared, there were others of 
a gang that flood at a diſtance. Theſe particulars I returned for anſwer 
to Sir John Fielding. | | 
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Troliman and his Gang, with a particular Account of their Robberies; 


Remarks on the Trial and Convicting of Wikes at the Aſſizes held at 
Warwick, for the buying of ſome Cloth of Tiollman, knowing the 


ſame to be Stolen, | 


HE Trial of Wilkes for the buying of ſtolen goods, and his convic- 


tion, before the principal felon was taken and convicted, occa- 


ſioned an enquiry upon what act he was tried and convicted; the verdict 
was made ſpecial, and the opinion of the twelve judges was to be taken . 
thereon. It happened, before the meeting of the judges thereupon, 


that one John Trottman was charged on ſuſpicion, before me, of being 


a a perſon of ſuſpicious character, and of having been guilty of ſome 
crimes then unknown, having piſtols and other offenſive weapons ſeen. 


in his cuſtody : upon which Icauſed him to be taken up, in order for 


his examination before me. Having received the following handbill 


from the juſtices of the county of Gloceſter, « but no perſon deſcribed 


or mentioned therein as ſuſpected. Upon his being brought before me, 
there was found upon him a brace of piſtols, high loaded, out of one 


was drawn twelve flugs, which appeared to be made from the tickets 


taken from broad cloth: upon which, being going for London, I cauſed. 
the following advertiſement at to be incerted in the public papers, and 


A E oO WW. © Stroud, Gltcefterſhire. + 


* Whereas, in the night of Thurſday the 24th of February, Two whole ſuperfine ſtripd 


lit chin white cloths, each about 37 yards, with a middle ſortell, and fix quarters and a 
half wide, in their full wool, were ſtolen out of the tenters belonging to the Ham-Mill: 


Whoever will diſcover.the offeader or offenders, ſhall on conviction receive Twenty Guineas, . 


Fram . . 
£ An accomplice making ſuch diſcovery ſhall have the ſame reward and a pardon. 


f Committed at Coventry by Alderman Hewitt, John Trottman, about 3j feet 9 inches 


high, 25 years of age, dark brown ſhort hair with wiſkers, brown complexion, long viſage, 


grey eyes, a ſcar near his right eye, hath an impediment in his ſpeech, had on a light drab 
ſait of broad cloth, dark brown great coat, his hat down before,. bound wich velvet, and vel- 


vet band, and though on foot, had on a large pair of boots, in which he ſaid be had tra- 


velled from London, though it is ſuſpected he hath lately been on the highway, or that he 


may have taken a horſe, or mare, and diſpoſed of it. He ſtands charged on oath with hav- 


Trottman, are deſired to {end an account to Alderman Hewitt, Coventry, poſt paid, and an 


anſwer will be returned. He lodged in Gray's Ina Lane, and lately came out of Somerſet- 
5 | | immediately e 


ſhire, IM. 


ing committed ſeveral felonies in the, county of Gloceſter, and hen taken had a brace of piſ- 
tols high loaded, out of une, was taken twelve flugs, which appear to be made from the lead 
tickets taken from broad cloths. Any. perſons who have been robbed, and ſuſpect the ſaid- 
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immediately wrote to the magiſtrates. and maſter clothiers, in Gloceſter- 
ſhire; and ſent advice of my proceedings to Sir John Fielding on the 
18th of May. One John Hyde came to me, and gave the ſollowing ac- 
count of Trottman on oath, and likewiſe being informed that a conſi- 
derable parcel of goods had been lent to Liverpool, to which I refer 


my readers. 

Coventry The information of John Hyde, taken on oath before me, one of his majeſty's 
to wit, ß juſtices of the peace for the ſaid City, as follows, That he knows John Trouman, 

now before me, and that the ſaid Troutman ſtands charged with divers felonies, &c. in the 

county of Gloceſter; eſpecially with ſtealing out of the preſs houſe of Richard Innall, of 

Challford in the ſaid county, near Stroud, about fix months ſince, four pieces, or two whole 

cloths, or regimental cloathes, and farther this informant ſays not. 


Sworn before me this 18th of May, 1774, J. Hewitt. The mark of ]. HY DE. 

And upon which I wrote the following letter to the mayor of Liver- 
pool. | 
SIR, Coventry, May 20, 1774. 


J have committed to the goal of this city, one John Tro:tman, who hath been a notorious 
offender, ard was on his way to Liverpool from London: and from account given by him, 
there is now at Liverpool one or two of his accomplices, and in all probability ſome ſtolen 
goods along with them: they have been ſtealing cloths from clothiers in Gloceſterſhire, and 
from his piſtols found upon him, have committed other crimes. I have encloſed a deſcrip- 
tion of the man, and hope you will give that public aſſiſtance neceſſary to apprehend and ſe— 
cure the perſons and goods that are in Live: pool, by cauſing a ſearch and inquiry to be made. 
Am, 0 8 Jour moſt humble ſervant, 

To the Mayor of Liverpool. | J. HE WII T. Alderman. 


In a few days received the following anſwers from the ſeveral gentle- 
men and magiſtrates I wrote to, and likewiſe the information of Richard 


Innell. 
S I R,  Birmſcomb, May 23, 1774, near Hamplon, Sloceſlerſhi re. 
Your letter of the 20th inſt. came to hand this morning, which informs me of 'your having 
taken up, andimpriſoned. John Trottman, in which you have done a fingular ſervice to your 
country. There was a bill found againſt him at the laſt aſſizes for our county, by the grand 
jury. for robbing Richard Innell, of this pariſh (Stroud), of ſour pieces of cloth. and there 
is ſufficient proot againſt him, to convict him for that fact. We waated to take him before 
the laſt aſſize, in order to have proſecuted the receivers with him, but thinking he had leſt 
England. two of the receivers, viz. John Matthews, a mercer at Stow, in this county; and 
William Maiſey, a taylor, of the fame place, were indicted for a miſdemeanor. in purchaſing 
part of the ſaid goods knowing them to be ſtolen ; but it appearing that the thief was ſo well 
known, viz. this John Trottman, the merits of the caſe were not entered into, and they were 
of courſe acquitted: nevertheleſs, they are bound in a joint bond, together with Richard 
Innell. from whom they were ſtolen, to proſecute the laid Trottman. William Wilkes, 
merchant-taylor of Warwick, has been convicted of a miſdemeanor, for buying two of the 
ſaid pieces of John Trottman, and is to have his ſentence paſſed upon him at the next aſſize 
at Warwick. We have publiſhed a reward of Five Guineas for the taking of bim, for which 


I became engaged, as Innell has been a bankrupt, and could ill afford ſuch an RP 
| whic 


18 


which was with a view to make an example of the receivers, but now it is too late for that 
purpoſe, as Maiſey and Matthews cannot be tried again. Nevertheleſs the reward ſhall be 
paid for the encouragement of thoſe that took him, and I will take care that he ſhall be re- 
moved by habeas to Gloceſter goal, againſt the next aſſizes, in order to take his trial, and 
that the money for taking him ſhall be brought to you, and given to ſuch as deſerve it. He 
has been advertiſed in Ficlding's hue and cry, and alfo in the Gloceſter Journal ſeveral times, 
but the bearer, my brother-in-law, Mr. W. Hopton, will give you more particulars; as he 
is to paſs thro' Coventry this week, I have troubled him with this letter, and requeſted him 
to call upon you, and give you ſuch farther particulars as you ſhall require, I wiſh you 
could contrive to bring John Matthews, and W. Maiſey, of Stow, before you, in order to 
their identifying the priſoner; they have joined in a 20l. bond, with Richard Innell, as I 
before obſerved, to be anſwerable for the expence of taking and proſecuting the ſaid John 
Trottman, and will be (having bought part of the cloth, now in the hands of the conſtable 
at Stow) the principal evidences in his conviction : I am aware that they live in another 
county, out of your juriſdiction, but your ſummons warrant, backed by a Gloceſter juſtice, 
T think: will compel them to come before you. They appeared at Warwick aſſizes in fayour 
of Wilkes, and then proved upon the trial that they had bought of the cloth, which will be 
another ground ſor your co:npelling them to come before you. If any thing farther occurs 


to you, iu which I can be ſerviceable, be pleaſed to advile, Sir, , 
Fr: | Your moſt humble ſervant, 
J. Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. 4 8 W. DALLAW AVL. 
SIR Bow Sireet, May 26, 1774. 


Sir John Fielding preſents his compliments to Alderman Hewitt ; thinks it proper to ac- 
quaint him that John Trottman, who appears by the newſpapers to have been committed by 
him, is charged with ſtealing cloth from Stroud, in Gloceſterſhire, and is alſo charged by an 
accomplice in Gloceſter goal with committing ſeveral robberies on the highway. Has given 
notice of it to Richard Innell, of the Bourne, in the pariſh of Sroud, who was robbed of the 
cloth, and is his moſt humble ſervant. N 

7. Hewitt, Eſq; Coventry. | | 

414 Birmſcomb, June 1, 1774. 
lacloſed is my draft on Meſſrs. Gibſon, Winter, and Johnſon, for Five Guineas, being the 

value of a reward, advertized in my name, for the taking of John Trotman, now in your goal, 
for whom (as Richard Innell has identified him) you will pleaſe to divide the ſaid ſum between 
ide. who gave the firſt information, and the two conſtables that took him; I ſhould judge 
equal ſhares to thoſe three, but as you know beſt, from being acquainted with the circum- 
ances of this affair, where it is moſt deſerved, I muſt leave it to you. Be fo kind as to 
adviſe me of the receipt hereof, and you will oblige, Sir, | 
Your moſt bumble ſervant, N 


7. Hewilt, Eſq; Coventry. | W. DALLAWAY. 


SIR, | Glocefier, June 4, 1774- 

I am informed you have committed John Trottman to Coventry goal; he ſlands charged 
before me, that he, with John Ruſſell, and Edward Pearcey, (who is now in priſon here) 
robbed Laurence Ruſſell on the highway, in the pariſh of Miſerdine, in che county 
of Gloceſter, as he was returning home from Gloceſter market, on the 7th ult. of upwards 
of ſeven pounds of gold and filver coin, and his ſilver watch, and for which offence he muſt 


take his trial here at the next aſſizes to be holden for Gloceſter, I ſhall eſteem it a favour if 
f | vou 
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you will inform me by return of poſt, what Trottman is charged with before you, your com- 


pliance will oblige, Sir, | Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
; ö A B R. SAUNDERS, Mayor, 
SI R, 5 Tetbury, July 19. 1774. 


On the 8th day of May I loſt a horſe, and have incloſed you a haudbill, and ſometime 
fince I gave ſome of them to a Mr. James Lewis, outride for Mr. Freeman and Son, of Co- 
ventry, defiring him to give them to you. He writes me, that be waited on you, and your 
anſwer was, you could be of no ſervice, unleſs I could get the conſeſſion of Edward Pearcey, 
the felon now in Gloceſter goal; I have applied to Sir W. Strachan, and have got his con- 
feſion, which you have, annexed: you will ſee in Pearcey's conſeſſion, he ſays, 'Trotman 
told him he ſtole a horſe from Mr. Cope of Tetbury. New Mr. Cope looking no horſe, (and 
my ſtable being in his court) I think it muſt be my horſe, as I loſt him that night: now. 
Sir, if you will pleaſe to examine Trottman upon this head, and can be of any fervice to me. 
I ſhall take it as a particular favor done to | 

Your moſt obedient bumble ſervant, | 
GEO WHITE, Tethury, Gloceſterſhire 
P. S. If any expence attend the ſame, I will repay you with thanks, 
Coventry Richard Innell, of the pariſh of Stroud, ia the county of Gloceſter, came this 
to wit. f day before me, one of his majeſty's juſtices of the peace for the {aid city and coun- 
ty, and on oath ſaich, That John Trottman, now in the goal of this city, and who be hath 
this day ſeen before me, is the perſon (or one of the accomplice:) who did, in the month of 
September laſt, break into his warebouſe, in the pariſh of Stroud aforeſaid, in the county of 
Gloceſter, and did ſteal and carry away four pieces of army broad cloth, his property. and 
farther this informant ſaith not. | RICHARD INNELL, 
Sworn before me this 25th Day of May, 1774, J. Hewitt. | 
There was in bed with the ſaid Trottman, and apprehended with him, 
a perſon who gave the following account, that his name is Thomas 
Whatſley, by trade a barber, and lately lived at Poplar, is a native of 
Newport, Shroplhire; is five feet eight inches high, ſixty-four years of 
age, thin made, grey eyes, red and comely face, a ſcar acroſs his noſe, 
had on a light grey wig, a hatband in his hat, black coat and wa iſtcoat, 
with two others under, a ſcarlet one, and dirty leather brecches. 
Trottman was moved to Gloceſter, and took his tryal. there; the 
following 1s a copy of a letter I received from Mr. Serjeant Sayer, and 
the opinion of the judges. x 
SIR, | Chancery Lane, Inne 5, 1774. 

The opinion of the jugdes is, that as the not apprehending Trotman by Incell, was to 
miſapprehenfion, that Trotman was to be conſidered as an accomplice of Wilkes's, and not 
to connivance, or colluſion. The indictment againſt Wilkes, as for a miſdemeanor, is 
maintainable; in conſequence of this opinion, judgment, as for a miſdemeanor, will at the 


next allizes be pronounced upon Wilkes. I am, Sir, with great reſpect, 
| | Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, * 


